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FLORENCE. 

CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL ASPECT. 

Hotels, mtcl Europa and Hdttl Ju Nard, Piaiia della Trinila, are 
good hotels in a. cenlral situation. H. New York, H. La Pad, H. dt 
la Villi, and If. Vilhria, on the Lung" Arno, have more sun and view. 
In a still belter situation on the Lung' Arno, with a view of the Ponte 
Vecchio, are the H. del Amo and H. de la Grande- Bretagat, which 
join, and contain curious old rooms with frescoes by Poccetli, once in- 
habited by Cardinal Accajuoli, founder of the palice, who was murdered 
there. H. Paoli, at the end of the Lung' Arno della Zecca, near S. 
Croce, is a comfortable hotel and pension in a healthy, quiet situation, 
well suited for permanent winter quarters. Nearly in the same situation 
is the comfortable Pimion Lucchiii. La Minerva, in a pleasant, quiet 
situation near S. Maria Novella, is a clean, old-feshioned hotel. The 
H. Milano, \% Via Cenetani, and H. d'AlUataa, Via. della Scala, are 
very tolerable and reasonable, receiving guests en pension. In the ugly 
Piazza dell' Indipendenza is the pension called Villa Troliope. The 
H. Porta Rossa is an Italian second-class hotel. The H. de Pome has 
a view of S. Maria Novella. 

Lodgiags. Good single rooms may be obtained at 30 fts. a month 
and 5 frs. a month for service, in sunny situations. Most of the houses 
on Lung' Amo and in the Borgt^issanti, which are not hotels, are let 
in lodgings. There are many pensions on or near the Lung' Amo. 

Caffis. Doney, 14 Via Tomabuoni, has a European Restaurant 

reputation. There is an inferior restaurant of the same name next door. 

Carriages. Excellent street carriages cost : the course 80 c. The 

first \ hour, I ft. 30 c. j every J hour after, 70 c Outside the walls, 

the first \ hour, % frs. ; each \ hour aAer, I ft. 

Post Offiee. In the Piazza of the Uffiri, opposite the entrance of the 
Gallery. 

Telegraph Office. Pal. Ricciardi, 2 Via de' GinorL 
Photographers. For portraits the brothers Alinari, 8 Via Nadonale. 
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Schemboche, 38 Borg<^;iiissanti. For views of Florence, its pictures, 
sculptures, &c, Br<^, I Via Tomabuoni, also 15 Lung" Amo delle 
Grazie, and 1 7 Corso dei Tintori. 

Booksellers. F16r & Findel, 24 Lung' Aroo Acciajoli, close to Ponte 
S. Trinili ; Loescher, 20 S. Via Tornabuoni. 

Sights. Those who sojourn long at Florence will probably make 
themselves acquainted with most of the buildings described in these 
pages. A week at least should be given to Florence, For those who 
are unfortunate enough to spend only two days here it may be suQiested 
that they should — 

1st day. Morning. Visit the Piazza della Signoria ; the UfBz' 
(especially the Tribune) ; and walk through the Galleries to the Pitti, 
returning by the Ponte Vecchio, 

Afternoon. See the frescoes he Carmine, and drive by the Colle 
to S. Miniato ; and, if possible, see the lower port of the Boboli 
Gardens afterwards. 

ind day. Morning. See the Medid statues in S. Lorenzo ; the 
Cathedral and Baptistery ; S. Croce ; the Baigello, and return by the 
Casa di Dante. 

Afterncen. See S. Maria Novella, and drive either to Fiesole or 



' Of all the fairest cities of the eaith 
None is so fair as Florence. 'Tis a gem 
Of purest ray ; and what a light broke forth, 
When it emeiged from darkness I Search within, 
Without ; all is enchantment I 'Tis the Past 
Contending with the Present ; and in turn 
Each has the mastery.' — Kogtrs. 

'T'HE radiant loveliness of the country immediately around 
-^ Florence renders it the most delightful of all Italian 
cities for a spring residence, and no one who has once seen 
the glorious luxuriance of the flowers which cover its fields 
and gardens, and lie in masses for sale on the broad grey 
basements of its old palaces, can ever forget them. May is 
perhaps the most perfect month for Florence. In winter the 
ice-laden winds from the Apennines blovf bitterly down the 
valley of the Amo. Forsyth mentions that physicians say 
they can scarcely conceive how people can live at Florence 
in the winter, or how they can die there in summer. 

Florence, ' La bellissima e famosissima figlia di Roma,' 
as Dante calls her, was, till 1888, less modernised than 



HISTORY OF FLORENCE. 3 

Rome since the change of government, and though, during 
the short residence here of the Sardinian court, the magni- 
ficent old walls of Arnolfo, the greatest glory of the town, 
were destroyed, to the great injury of the place, with the 
towers which Varchi describes as ' encircling the city like a 
garland,'^ several beneficial additions, such as the drive by 
the CoUe, were introduced. Conservatism was, till recently, 
a natural part of the Florentine character, and ihere is 
scarcely the site of an old building or a house once in- 
habited by any eminent person which is not marked by 
an inscriptioa But, in the last few years, building specula- 
tions, encouraged by the Municipality, have done as much 
as possible to destroy the harmonious beauty of the place. 

' Building anew, as though upon a barren land, without i^aid either 
(o the architecture of the quarter, or any attention to the memories 
and associations of the past.' — FraTiceschini. 

Endless buildings of interest have been swept away or 
are doomed to destruction. 

' The ancient towers of the Amidei, the superb groups of the Kazza 
S. Biagio ; the residence of the Arte delta Seta, that of the Arte dei 
Rigitturi, and that of the Arte dei Linaioti, the house of the Lamberti, 
the palace of Dante di Castiglione, the towers of the Caponsacchi and 
the Ubaldini, the house and towers of the Amidei ; two noble palaces 
of the Saosetti ; the Anselmi, the Vecchietti, and the Buondelmonti 
palaces ; the column of Santa Triniti, the interesting and ancient 
residences of the Via del Refe Nero and of the Vecchietti ; and the 
mutilation or destruction of the fine xiv. palace of the Marielli, 
between the Via dei Cerretini and-the Piazza del Olio, and of the 
palace of the famous Arte della Lana — all these, one and all, are 
condemned to destruction by the Municipality of Florence. . . . 

'It has been reserved for the thankless sons of Florence, of a venal 
and degenerate lime, to efface all thai the cannon of the Spaniard spared, 
all that the German and Frenchman left unharmed.' — Ouida. 

In few cities was the history of the place written more 
vividly and effectively upon its stones than in Florence. 

Florence existed in Roman limes, but never attained any importance 
till the Middle Ages. In 1198 it already stood at the head of a league 
of the Tuscan towns against Philip of Swabia. Dante complains of 
the changes which it strove to introduce in politics and civilisation : — 

1 Some of these were demdished in 1537. 



' Quanle voile del tempo che rimembre, 
I>ggi, monete, officii e costume 
Hai lu mutito, e rinnovato membre?' 

The principal fimilies at this time were the Buondelmenli and Vhrti, 
the Amidci and Donati. A widow of Ihe noble house of Donati being 
determined to have no othei son-in-law than the head of the gceat 
family of Buondelmonte, persuaded him to many her daughter, who 
was of matchless beauty, while he was engaged to one of the Amidei. 
When the marriage was known, the Amidei, and their relations the 
Uberti, fell upon young Buondelmonte as he was riding across the 
Ponte Vecchio, and slew him at the fool of Ihe stalue of Mars. This 
murder threw Ihe whole city bto confusion, half the citiiens ading 
with the Buondelmonti, half with the Uberti. But in 1146, when 
the Emperor Frederick II. favoured the Uberti, who as imperialisis 
were now called Ghibellines, the Guelfs or Buondelmonti faction were 
expelled from Florence. 

Upon the death <rf Frederick II. the Guelfe relumed in 1250, and 
there was a reconciliation. A military confederation was then formed. 
The six divisions — Sestitrt — of the lown each chose two burgesses — 
Ataiani — for a year, and, the better to avoid party spirit, two foreigners, 
one of whom was to serve as Podesth, the other as Capilans dtl Popoto. 
The confederation was divided under twenty standards, with an aimual 
change of captains^ Gni^unieri. In battle, the Carrocdo, a huge 
car, drawn by oien with scarlet trappings, and supporting the standard 
of Florence, and a bell which was to ring ceaselessly, was to be the 
great centre and rallying-point. 

When Manfred had gained possession of Naples, the Ghibellines 
hoped by his assistance once more to obtain the supreme power in 
Florence, but the Aniiani discovered Iheir plot and drove them oul of 
the city. They fled to Siena, where, under Farinatad^li Uberti, they 
completely defeated the Florentine army of the Guelfe in the BattU of 
Mimttaperto, and re-enlered Florence in triumph. They would even 
have destroyed the city but for the noble defence of Farinata, who 
declared that he had only been induced to conduct the war by the hope 
of returning to his beloved native place. After Manfred, in fighting 
against Charles of Anjou, had lost his life and his kingdom, the Guel& 
regained their lost power, and a new democratic constitution was formed. 
The town was then divided into guilds — Arti, and to each guild was 
given a responsible governor — Consul, with a Capilane and a peculiar 
standard — Bandiera. The guilds, originally only twelve, of which 
seven were of the upper classes {il Fopoh grasso) and seven of Ihe lower 
(il PopoUi miaufo], were afterwards increased to twenty-one, and even 
the nobles, if they wished to take part in the government of the lown, 
were enrolled in a guild. When the Guelfs further established their 
power by calling in Charles of Anjou, before whom the Ghibellines 
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look flight, the council called Sigttoria was fonned for the government 
of Florence. In 1 289, the Floientine Guelfs, having established their 
own power, assisted the popular parly at Areizo in gaining the bloody 
Battle of Camfaldino, in which Dante, who had been received into 
the Guild of Doctors, fought amongst the Guelfic troops. In 1398 the 
/ti/aew della Signoria was built at Florence— /o" maggior magnifiittisa 
t pih stctaith di' Signoti, and many other new buildings were erected. 
Macchiavelli says — ' Never was the town in a more happy or flourishing 
condition than at this lime, rich in population, treasure, and aspect ; 
having 30,000 armed citizens, and 70,000 from its territory (siio cotitado) ; 
while the whole of Tuscany was either subject or allied to it' 

Florence had now such power as to fear neither the empire nor its 
own exiles, but its strength continued to be wasted by mtemal strife. 
Fresh elements of discord were found in the quarrels of the gct^'t family 
of the Cerchi, who had become powerful through trade, and the noble 
race of the Donati. The Cerchi adopted the name of Biatuhi, the 
Donati of Neri, names borrowed from the Ghibelline and Guellic 
divisions of the neighbouring Pistoia. Both were banished in lum, 
and it was the anger encited by the recall of the Ghibelline Guido 
Cavalcanti which led to the banishment of Dante, who was his personal 
friend, and who was condemned by a Guelfic court, under the influence 
of Corso Donati, afterwards himself exiled and put lo death, 

After the death of Charles of Calabria (in 13ZS), whose aggressions 
had made the foreign Signorie unpopular, foreigners were excluded from 
the government, till the successes of the Frenchman, Walter de Brienne, 
Duke of Athens, as general of the Florentine army, led to his so far 
gaining the affeclions of the people, that, on Sept. 8, 1341, he was 
invested by popular acclamation with the sovereignty for life ; but his 
rule of violence and pride was of short duration, and he was exiled in 
(he following year. The Guelfs now returned to power, and strengthened 
their influence by the benevolence they showed during the great plague 
of 1348, which is described by Boccaccio (bom 1313). The noble family 
of the Albizzi was now at the head of the Guelfs, and their arrcgance 
was such that the Ghibellines and not the Guelfs became now rather 
the representatives of the popular party. Such was the case when the 
Sttmlulion of the Ciomfi took place under Michele Lando, who was 
chosen GonJalionere, and, in the words of Macchiavelli, 'overcame 
every citizen by his uprightness, cleverness, and kindness, like a true 
deliverer of his country.' The Ciompi, however, were soon expelled, 
and the Ghibelline family of the Medici, who had risen to wealth under 
the banker Giovanni de' Medici, coming forward as patrons of '^tpopolo 
minute, b^an to rise to power in spile of the utmost efforts of the 
Albizzi, who felt thai their star was waning. Giovanni, who died in 
1428, left an enormous fortune to his two sons, Cosinto, bom 1383, and 
Lorenio, bom 1394. Both these were banished for a time by the in- 
fluence of Rinaldo Albizd ; on their recall, Cosimo, who was made 
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8 FLORENCE. 

Gonfalonlete, gained universal approbation by the magnificence with 
which his immense forlime enabled him to receive the illustrious guests 
who came to the Council of Florence in 1439, while hb intercourse with 
men of genius led to his being r^acded as a typical patron of the arts 
and sciences. It was at this time that Brunelleschi and Michelozii 
graced Florence as architects ; Donalello and Ghiberti as sculptors ; 
Masaccio and Filippo lippi as painters. The enthusiasm of Cosimo 
for Platonic philosophy led lo his founding Che famous Platonic Academy 
of Florence, in which Marsilius Ficinus, the son of his physician, was 
the leading spirit. The wonderful learning of Coumo in Greek, Hebrew, 
Arabic, and other languages brought about the foundation of the Medi- 
cean Library, while his love of art led to (he decorations of S. MaitM> 
by Fra Angelico. In the alliances of his children he thought rather of 
noble Florentine families than of foreign princes, in the financial world 
he was the Rothschild of his time, and he was so beloved by the people 
that shortly before his death the title of ' Father of his Country ' was 
bestowed upon him by a public decree in 1464. 

Loretiio df Medici, afterwards called ' the Magnificent,' was only in 
his sixteenth year when his grandfather Co^mo died, but his brilliant 
powers al once enabled him to Calte a part in public afTairs, and to assist 
his feeble father Piero, who died five years afterwards. When the rich 
Luca Pitti (who was then employed in building the Pitti Palace) and 
others were discovered in a plot to overthrow the Medicean power, he 
turned them into friends, acting, in the words of Valori, on the principle 
that 'he who knows how to forgive, knows how to win everything.' 
At the famous tournament of the Piazza 5. Croce (1468), which has 
been celebrated by Puici and Politian, both Lorenzo and his brother 
Giuliano won prizes. Landino wrote a whole book upon the education 
of the Medici, which was chiefly carried on under Marsilio Ficino ; they 
soon received the name of ' principi dello stato.' 

Lorenzo married, in 146S, one of the noble Roman family of the 
Orsini. In 1469 his father died, and he was immediately requested 
to undertake the government of the Stale. He conlinued to seek the 
advice of the wisest counsellors, and then to act independently after 
mature consideration. He remained bound by the closest friendship 
to his brother Giuliano. He liberally expended for the benefit of the 
State the great treasure which he gained from trading speculations all 
over Europe. His encouragement made Florence at this time the 
capital of the Arts to the whole world ; while a visit from Galeazzo 
Sforza, Duke of Milan, introduced a fashion of display and luxury 
hitherto unthought of. In 1478, republican fears, mingled with private 
jealousies, led to the Conspiracy of the J'atsi, who leagued with the 
Riarii, nephews of Sixtus V. (whose arr<:^:ant claims had been resisted 
hy Lorenzo), lo murder both the Medici in the cathedral, and (o raise a 
demonstration of freedom. Giuliano fell under the dagger of Francesco 
de' Pazzi as the Host was elevated, but Lorenzo, though wounded, was 
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able to lake refuge in the sacristy, and when Jacopo de' Fniri rushed 
with shouts of ' Freedom ' through the streets, no one responded, and 
the people only rose for the Medici, crying 'Vivano lepalle' (the arms 
of the Medici). The Fazxi and Iheir co-conspiratoi, the Aichbishop of 
Rsa, were executed, Siitus V., furious, having vainly demanded the 
exile of the Medici, stirred up the King of Naples against Florence, 
when Lorenzo, to save the republic, delivered up his person, and gained 
over his enemy by his magnanimity (' vicit pnesentia femam.* — Vnlori). 
Thenceforward the importance of Florence seemed to issue from Lorenio 
as from a centre. Foreign courts sought not only his alliance, but his 
advice ; even the Sullan placed himself in friendly relations with hun, 
and sent htm a girafie and other animals. Commerce flourished, for 
since Florence had won the harbour of L^hom from the Genoese in 
1421, it had built its own ships, which traded in the ports of Asia 
Minor, the Black Sea, Africa, Spain, England, France, and Flanders. 
Till 1480, the galleys all belonged to the State, under the command of 
an admiral, the State letting them to the merchants as an assess- 

Florence, more than ever the centre of art and learning, had in 
1471 its own printer, Cennini. Greek was the most pjopulai of studies. 
Scholars, by their readiness of speech, had great weight in all political 
transactions; literary iame brought riches; and scientific conversa- 
tion had its part in good society. Even ladies shone as philologists. 
Lorenio, instructed by Landino, Filelfo, Ficino, Lorenio Valla, Poli- 
ziano, Sannazaro, and brought up on the Platonic philosophy, was also 
a poet: his sonnet, 'O chiara Stella, che co' raggi suoi,' is still well 
known. Amongst the artists he encouraged were Antonio Polajuolo 
and Lucfl Signorelli, the forerunners of Michelangelo, and he founded 
in the garden of S. Marco an academy for young artists, to which 
Michelangelo was admitted on the recommendation of Domenico Ghir- 
landajo. Lorenio died at Car^gi, April 8, 1492. 

A partial reaction from the extreme luxury in which Florence had 
been revelling had been brought about two years before, by the sermons 
of Savonarola, the Dominican monk of S. Marco. His prophecies 
that a chastisement was at hand seemed to be fulfilled under the 
government of the weak PUra de' Midici, son of Lorenio, who pur- 
chased the protection of Charles VIII. by the sunender, in 1494, of all 
the fortified places of the republic The disgrace was so keenly felt by 
Florence that Pietro Capponi in the Signoria declared Pietro incapable 
of conducting affairs, and the Medici were expelled from Florence, 
amid cries of 'Abliasso le palle.' 

On Nov. 17, 1494, Charles VIII, made a triumphant entry into 
Florence, but his exactions were restrained by the dignity of the 
Florentine deputy Capponi. After his departure, Savonarola was made 
law-giver of Florence. A council of 1000, with a select committee, 
like that of Venice, but with Christ as their King instead of a doge. 
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was the government which he advocated. In 1495, the entire oi^anisa- 
lion of the State was given up to him as the representative of the 
' Chiistocratic Florentine Republic;' his throne was the pulpit. For 
three years he ruled in a maimer which induced even Macchiavelli to 
acknowledge his greatness. During this time such an inspiration of 
love and sacrifice breathed throughout Florence, that unlawful posses- 
sions were restored wholesale, mortal enemies embraced each other, 
hymns not ballads were sung in the streets, the people received the 
sacrament daily, and over the cathedral pulpit and over the gate of the 
Palazzo Vecchio was written — 'Jesus Christ is the King of Florence.' 
The public offices now included — ' Luslralori (purifiers irf worship), 
Liviasinieri (collectors of alms), and MoralUH, who cleared the houses 
of playing-cards, musical instruments, and worldly books. In 1497 
an attempt was made to restore the amusements of Carnival, but the 
adherents of Savonarola went from house lo house collecting the 
Vanith or Anattma, that b, all sensuous books and pictures, which 
they burnt on a huge [^ramidal pyre on the last day of Carnival, 
amid the blare of the trumpets of the Signory and the songs of the 
children. 

But the old true Florentine spirit soon wearied of theocratic monkish 
government, and Pope Alexander VI., fiirious at Savonarola's having 
called his court the Romish Babylon, excommunicated the monli, who 
refused to recognise his prohibition to preach, saying that ' when the 
Pope orders what is wrong, he does not order it as Pope.' A Francis- 
can friar accused Savonarola of heresy, and challenged him to the 
ordeal by fire; he consented, but when the day came, the ordeai was 
postponed by trivial discussions, till a storm of rain had extinguished 
the flames. Then the prophet lost his glory, S. Marco was stormed, 
Savonarola was taken prisoner, was forced by the torture to confes- 
sions which he vainly recanted, and, on Ascension Day, 1498, he 
was hanged, and afterwards burnt, with his two principal followers, Fra 
Domenico and Fra Silvesiro. 

It was about this time that Amerigo Vespucci of Florence, who gave 
his name to America, explored the coast of Venezuela. 

Pietro de' Medid had died in exile in 1505, but in 1512 the Medici 
returned to Florence in the person of his son Lorenzo and his youngest 
brother GiuHano. In the same year Giovanni de' Medici ascended the 
papal throne as Leo X. Both the Medici who were 'restored' died 
very young, Giuliano in 1516, and Lorenzo in 1519, a year after his 
marri^e, leaving an only daughter, Catherine de' Medici, afterwards 
the famous queen of France. ' Besides this infant, of descendants of 
Cosimo, Pater Patriae, there only remained Pope Leo X., who was son 
of Lorenzo the Magnificent, Cardinal Giulio, afterwards Pope Clement 
VII., son of Lorenzo's brother Giuliano (killed by the Pazzi), and two 
illegitimate youths, Alessandro, supposed to be the son of Cardinal 
Giulio, and Ippolilo, son of Giuliano. 
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The ill^timate Medici were brought up at Florence by guardians 
appointed by their papal relatives, but after the misfortunes of Clement 
VII., called by Ranke — 'the very sport of misfortune, and without 
doubt the most ill-fated Pontiff that ever sal upon the papal throne '— 
the Medici were once more expelled from Florence by a revolution 
under Filippo Strozzi and his wife Clarice, herself the daughter of 
Pietro de' Medid. 

But the family fortunes again turned. Ippolito was created a 
Cardinal ; and, in 1519, a league was made between Qement VII. and 
the Emperor, by which it was arranged that Alessandro should marry 
Margaret, the illegitimate daughter of the latter. Florence, defended 
by Michelangelo and his fortifications, was taken after an eleven 
months' siege, and its republican freedom was finally lost August 3, 
1530, at the Battle 0/ Gavinana in the Apennines. On July 29, 1531, 
the imperial envoy aimounced to the Signoria the imperial decree 
which made Alessandro de' Medici hereditary Duke of Florence, under 
the supreme sovere^ty of the Emperor. Alessandro, who surrounded 
himself with a body-guard of 1000 men, and built a new citadel, was 
murdered by his relation Lorenzino in 1539, when Cesium /., son of 
Giovanni delle Bande Neie, succeeded in his l8lh year. Cosimo 
imitated the great Lorenzo in founding the Academy of Florence and 
beginning the glorious collections of Che Uflizi. In 1569 he was made 
Grand-Duke by Pope Pius V., and the title was confirmed to his son 
in 1575 by the Emperor Maximilian II. In 1574 he was succeeded 
by Francesco /., who married first Joanna of Austria, sister of that 
Emperor, and secondly, the beautiful Venetian, Bianca Cappello, who 
had long been his mistress. 

In 15S7, upon the tragical death of Francesco and Bianca, his brother 
Cardinal Ferdinando de' Medici succeeded, and was distinguished by 
his war against the Turks and his popularity. The next sovereign, 
Cosimo II., who succeeded in 1609, was also distinguished as the 
protector of art and science. Bui the prosperity of Florence b«gan to 
wane under the weak Ferdinaitd II. , and continued to do so under the 
vain Cosimo III. and the foolish Gian-Gaslene, who was the last of 
Ihe Medici except his sister, widow of the Elector Palatine, whom 
Gray the poel (1740) describes as ' receiving him with much ceremony, 
standing under a huge black canopy,' and as ' never going oul but to 
church, and then with guards and eight horses to her coach,' With 
this childless princess, the femily came lo an end. 

After the extinction of the Medici, in accordance with the conditions 
of the Peace of Vienna of 1735, Tuscany fell to Duke Francis Stephen 
of Lorraine (afterwards the Emperor Francis I.), the husband of Maria 
Teresa. Under his son and grandson it prospered exceedingly. In 
1799 the French expelled the Grand-Duke, and in 1801 Tuscany was 
placed under the Infante Louis of Panna as Ihe kingdom of Etruria ; 
in 1808 it was ceded to France: in 1814 it was given back to the Grand- 
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Duke Ferdinand, whose son l-eopold II., raised to the sovereignty in 
his i8th year, was the great benefactor of the lands of Tuscany, under 
the mioistiy of Count Fossombrone. In 184S the Grand-Duke was 
compelled to reci^nise a radical ministry (Gueraizi, Montanelli, Maziini, 
Prince Corsini-Lajatico}. In 1849 he fled to Caiela, and for one 
fortnight Guerazzi ruled as Dictator. Then the Grand-Duke was re- 
called, imprudently strengthened himself with 10,000 Austrian soldiers, 
and in 1852 abolished the constitution. In 1859 he was compelled to 
abdicate. In i860 Tuscany was incorporated with the kingdom of 
Victor Emmanuel ; from 1863 101871 it was the capital of that kingdom. 
In 1871 it resigned its rank to Rome, and has since then sunk into 
a mere provincial city, bereft of the presence of a court, and paying 
more than six times the amount of taxes it paid under the Grand- 
Dukes. To its Medici princes and their Austrian successors it owes 
most of its noble buildings, and all its incomparable galleries and 
museums : the reign of Victor Emmanuel is commemorated by, the 
tasteless front of S. Croce, and the total destruction of the noble walls 
which encircled the city, and which made Florence, with the exception 
of Rome, unique amongst European capitals. Under Umberto I. the 
historic interest of Florence has been constantly eflaced. 

In ArcAilBlurt, Florence is richest in its Paloits, and these exceed 
those of any other city. The earliest architect of distinction was Amolfo 
di Cambio (Cathedral, Palazzo Vecchio, Baigello) ; the earliest painter 
of importance was Cimabue (S. Maria Novella, Academy). Then came 
Giotto, as both architect and artist {Cathedral Tower, Pictures in 
Academy and Uffizi), the Orcagna (I/^ia de' Lanzi, Or S. Micbele, 
S. Maria Novella), and Fra Angelico (S. Marco, Uffizi, Academy). 
With the Renaissance of the fifteenth century arose Brunelleschi in 
architecture (Cathedral, &c, ], Masaccio (Carmine) in painting, and 
Donatello and Ghibeili (Or S. Michele, Bargello collection, Baptistery, 
Ac.} in sculpture. At the same time flourished Leo Battista Alberti 
(Palazzo Rucellai, S. Maria Novella), Michelozzo Michelozzi (S. 
Marco), Giuliano di S. Gallo, and others; while in sculpture the 
Robbias, Andrea di Verocchio, Benedetto da Majano, Rovezzano, 
and others, have left many incomparable works. With these came a 
host of noble artists, Filippo and Filippino Lippi (Cannine), Botticelli 
(Ufliii), Cosimo Eoselli (S. Maria de' Pairi), Domenico Ghirlandajo 
(S. Triniti), and Benoiio Gozzoli (Palaizo Riccardi), &c., whose 
glories only paled before their successors, Leonardo da Vinci (Uffizi, 
Pitti), Michelangelo (S. Lorenio, Ufiizi, &c.), Andrea del Sarto 
(Scalri, Pitti), Fra Battolommeo (Uffizi, Pitti), Mariotto Albertinelli 
(Uffid), and others. 

After the fall of Florentine fireedom in 1530, Art began to decline at 
Florence, only finding a noble representative in the sculptor Giovanni 
da Bolc^a (Piazza della Signoria, Boboli Gardens). The works of 
the later architects, Buontalenti, Ammonati, &c., and of such artists as 
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Vasari and Allori, do not make us regret that Ihey arc few in number 
in comparison with those of their predecessors. ' 

The Galleries and Museums are due for the most part 
to the Medici, and after them to the Austrian Grand-Dukes, 
under whom they were kept up, and liberally thrown opea^ 
Their treasures are inexhaustible, and almost every taste may 
be satisfied there. In the Galleries of the Uffizi and Pitti 
alone, a walk of several miles may be taken on a wet day, 
entirely under cover, and through an avenue of Art treasures 
the whole way. When we add to these attractions the pro- 
verbially charming, genial, honest, simple character of the 
Tuscan people, we feel that it would be scarcely possible 
to find a pleasanter residence than Florence in autumn or 
spring. 

' Une ville compile par elle-m^me, ayant ses ails et ses tStimenU, 
anim^e el point trap peuplee, capilale et point trop grande, belle et 
gaie — voili la premiire idee sur Florence.' — Taint. 

'Other, though not majiy, cities have histories as noble, treasures as 
vast ; but no olher city has them living, and ever present in her midst, 
familiar as household words, and touched by every batiy's hand and 
peasant's step, as Florence has. 

' Every line, every toad, every gable, every tower, has some story of 
the past present in it. Every tocsin that sounds is a chronicle ; every 
bridge that unites the two banks of the river unites also the crowds of 
the living with the heroism of the dead. 

' In the winding dusky irregular streets, with the outlines of their 
lo^e and arcades, and the glow of colour that fills their niches and 
galleries, the "men who have gone before" walk with you; not as 
elsewhere, mere gliding shades clad in the pallor of i. misty memory, 
but present, as in their daily lives, shading their dreamful eyes against 
the noonday sun, or setting their brave brows against Ihe mountain 
wind, laughing and jesting in their manful mirth, and speaking of great 
gifts to give to the world. All this while, though the past is Ihus close 
about you, the present is beautiful also, and does not shock you by 
discord and anseemliness, as it will ever do elsewhere. The throngs 
that pass you are the same in likeness as those that brushed against 
Dante or Cavalcanti ; the populace that you move amidst is the same 
bold, vivid, fearless, eager people, with eyes full of dreams, and lips 

1 This account of the Florentine hiiioiy is etsUI^ indebted to that in Ih* German 
workofDt. GmU-FcIs. 
» No* a fee is everywhere tequired. 
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braced close foi wai, which welcomed Vinci and Cimabue and fought 
from Monleaperto to Solferino. 

' And as you go through the streets you will surely see at every step 
some colour of a fresco on a wall, some quaint curve of a bas-relief on 
a Unlel, some vista of Romanesque arches in a palace court, some dusky 
interior of a smith's forge or a wood-seller's shop, some Renaissance 
seal-ring glimmering on a trader's stall, some lovely hues of fruits and 
herbs tossed down t<^ether in a Tre Cento window, some gigantic 
heap of blossoms bdng borne aloft on men's shoulders for a church 
festivity of roses, something at every step that has some beauty or some 
charm in it, some graciousness of Che ancient time, or some poetry of 
the present hour, 

' The beauty of the past goes with you at every step in Florence. 
Buy ^gs in the market, and you buy them where Donatello bought 
those which fell down in a broken heap before the wonder of Ihe 
crucifix. Pause in a narrow by-street in a crowd, and it shall be thai 
Boigo All^ri, which the people so baptized for love of the old painter 
and the new.bom art. Stray into a great dark church at evening-time, 
where peasants lell their beads in the vast marble silence, and you ate 
where the whole city flocked, weeping, at midnight, to look their last 
upon the dead face c^ their Michelangelo. Pace up the steps of the 
palace of the Signoria, and you tread the stone tiiat fell the feet of him 
to whom so bitterly was known "com' i durocalle h scitidert il salir fitr 
r altrui scale." Buy a knot of March anemones or April arum lilies, 
and you may bear them with you through the same dly ward in which 
the child Ghiriandajo once played amidst the gold and silver garlands 
thai his father fashioned for the young heads of the Renaissance. Ask 
for a shoemaker, and you shall find the cobbler silting with his board 
in the same old twisting, shadowy street-way where the old man 
Toscanelli drew his charts that served a fair-haired sailor of Genoa, 
called Columbus. Toil to fetch a tinker through the squalor of San 
Nicol6, and there shall fall on you the shadow of the bell-tower, where 
the old sacristan saved to the world the genius of Night and Day. 
Glance up to see the hour of the eveniriE, and there, sombre and 
tragical, will loom above you the walls of the communal palace on 
which the traitors were painted by the brush of Sarto, and the tower 
of Giotto, fair and fresh in its perfect grace as though angels had built 
it b the night just past, " imd' tlla loglie ancora i tena t tiona," as in 
the noble and simple days before she brake the " cerchin anlUa." ' — 
Pascartl. 

' II foul beaucoup aimer Florence, et on la doit 6tudier sans cesse, 
car elle est indispensable i I'humanit^ : elle a vu naltre ie poite de la 
Divim Comidii, engendri Michel-Ange — "I'homme auji quatre fimes," 
et Gallic, le sublime aveugle qui lit dans les t^ibres et devine les 
secrets des mondes. Si Florence disparaissail de la surface du globe, 
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les archives de la pensee modeme luraieni 
pifcieux, et la race laline serait en deuil de st 

' Fair Floience, a cily so beautiful, that the great emperor (Charles V. ) 
said, that she was fitting to be shown and seen only upon holidays.' — 
Hcra/tU, Familiar Leilers. 

' O Florence, vfith thy Tuscan fields and hills. 
Thy famous Amo, fed with all the rills. 
Thou brightest star of star-bright Italy !' — Caleridge. 

' O ! Foster-nurse of man's abandoned glory. 
Since Athens, its great mother, sunk in splendour, 
Thou shadowest forth that mighty shape in story, 
As ocean its wrecked fanes, severe yet tender : 
The light-invested angel Poesy 
Was drawn from the dim world to welcome thee. ' — SkiHey. 



DgilizedbvCOOglC 



CHAPTER II. 

FROM THE SS. TRINITA TO S. CROCE. 

"T^HE Piazza SS. Trimth is, perhaps, the most central 
■^ position in Florence, and near it are many of the 
principal hotels. Let us therefore take this as a starting- 
point for our various excursions over the city. 

The centre of the square is occupied by a pillar fronn 
the Baths of Caracalla at Rome, given to the Grand- Duke 
Cosimo I. by Pius IV. It supports a statue of Justice by 
Francesco Ferrucci. There is a pretty Florentine story that 
the figure is that ot a beautiful girl, a servant in the opposite 
palace, who was executed for stealing a chain of pearls, 
which was found, years afterwards, in the scales of Justice, 
where it had been concealed by a jackdaw. The Hotel 
du Nord opposite was built by the youngest of three 
brothers. One day, whilst they were dining, news was 
brought that a ship they had sent out had entered port, 
laden with precious treasures. Two of the brothers would 
ifot forego their midday siesta afterwards ; the third went at 
once to secure the spoils : ' Senza dormire,* engraved over 
one of the doors inside the old house, commemorates this 
story. The neighbouring Church of SS. .Triniti dates in its 
foundation from the ninth, but was entirely altered in the 
sixteenth century. The facade is by Bernardo Buonlaknlu 
Over the entrance is a relief of the Holy Trinity by Gim). 
Coccini. Entering the church, on the right of the central 
door is a marble shrine delicately sculptured with arabesques 
by Benedetto da Rffiiezzano, 1490-1550. 

Right. Ill Chapel. A bronze crucifix given to Florence by the 
Confrateniity of the Bianchi. 

4/A Chapel (which has a very rich iron screen). An Annunciation by 
LareHto Monaco, commonly called Don Lorenno, a Canialdese friar. 
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'Tlie quiet grace and the thoughtful character of the two happily 
placed figures has given a sort of typical value lo this picture.' — 
Burcihird/. 

Tki Sacriity, built in 1421 by Palla Slratii, contains his tomb. He 
was banished to Padua with the Medici, with whom he letumed in 14341 
to build the original Palazzo Stioui. 

Thf 2nd Chapel to the right of tht high-altar has monuments of 
Francesco Sassetti and Nera Cosi his wife, by Giuliano di San GalU, 
Tliis chapel contains some of the most beautiful works of Dommice 
Ghirlandajo, executed in 14S5, and in abnost perfect preservation. 
They represent, in a series, the Life of S. Francis. 

1 (on right luiutte). He renounces the world, 

2 (central). He receives the confinnation of his ordet from Pope 
Honorius. 

3 {left). He passes unhurt through a fire, in presence of the Sultan. 

4 (right). He receives the St^mata at La Vemia. The convent is 
seen in (he background. 

5 (left). His death. 

' The fresco of the death of S. Francis is not only the most important 
and interesting of the series, but the one which, perhaps more than any 
other of his works, combines the highest qualities of Ghirlandajo as a 
fresco painter. The body of the dying Saint, wrapped in the coarse 
garment of his order, is stretched upon a bier. His disciples gather 
round him. One looks with an expression of most lively grief into the 
face of his expiring master. Others, kneeling, press his hands and feel 
to their lips with deep emotion. A citizen, ia the dress of the painter's 
lime, opens (he garment of the Saint, and places a finger on the 
miraculous wound in his side. Another, amazed at the sight of the 
" stigmata," turns to a friar beside him. At the head of the bier stands 
a bishop, with spectacled nose, chanting the office for the dead. On 
either side of him is a. priest, one bearing a censer, the other ready to 
sprinkle the corpse with holy water. At the other end of the bier are 
three acolytes, carrying a cross and lighted torches. Several citizens of 
Florence, also in (he costume of Ghitlandajo's day, appear as spectators. 
The one in a red head-dress immediately behind the bishop is the painter 
himself. The background consists of an apse with an altar, and an open 
colonnade of classic architecture, through which is seen a distant land- 
scape of hill, plain, and river.' — A. Layard. 

6 {abaue the altar). He appears in the ckjuds to restore to life a 
child of the Sasseiti family, killed by falling from a window. In the 
background are the Palazzo Spini and Bridge of S, Trinili. On the left 
is the famous youth, called * II Bello,' 



On either side of the altar are the kneeiing portraits of the donors 
Francesco and Nera Sasselli On the ceiling are four Sibyls. 

Among the relics preserved here is the Crucifix, which 
is believed to have bowed its head to S. Giovanni Gualberto, 
after his foi^veness of his brother's murderer. It is a paint- 
ing on canvas stretched on a wooden frame, and was brought 
hither in great state from S. Miniatoin 1671, under a canopy 
supported by eight senators, and followed by all the Floren- 
tine nobles and religious orders. 

On the ancient fa9ade of the church was a mosaic repre- 
sentation of a pyx and consecrated wafer, commemorating 
a fight between the Guelfs and Ghibellines, in 1257, within 
. the walls of the church, which was quelled by the priest 
bearing the sacrament, before which the armed foes first 
knelt to adore, and. then rose in reconciliation. 

Passing between the Home of Alfieri on the right and 
the picturesque Palazzo Spini on the left, we find ourselves 
on the bank of the Amo, on the famous Lung' Arno of 
Florence. 

'The houses, which rise out of the Amo, bright with soft tints of 
colour, irregular, picturesque, various, with rooft at every possible eleva- 
tion, the one sole point necessary being, thai no two should have the 
same level — the outline broken with lo^as, balconies, projecting lines, ■ 
quaint cupolas, and spires ; the stream flowing full below, reflecting 
eveiy salient point, every window on the high perpendicular line, every 
cloud on the blue overarching sky ;— this fair conjunction gives, at the 
first glance, that gleam of colour, light, sunshine, and wannth which is 
conventionally necessary to an IlalJan town.' — Bladoioed, dccv. 

If we turn to the left, and ascend the bank of the river 
by Lung' Amo Accajoli and the Via Archibusieri, we shall 
soon reach the end of the stately porticoes of the UfiBzi. 
Here, through the arches which open towards the Amo, 
and between which stand statues of the Florentine heroes, 
Francesco Ferrucci, Giovanni delle Bande Nere, and Fari- 
nata degli Uberti, we look to the tower of the Signoria 
and the statues at its foot, down a long narrow square 
surrounded by open porticoes. It is one immense palace, 
and is filled with most precious art-treasures. The palace 
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of the UfiBzi was begun for Cosimo I. by Giorgio Vasari in 
1561, and finished by BuontaUnti in the reign of Francesco 
I. The pillars df the colonnades are adorned with statues 
of the great Florentine sculptors, painters, poets, historians, 
and other eminent citizens. The best is that (fifth on left) 
of the Archbishop S. Antonino. At the exiremity of the 
arcade on the left is the Pest Office, occupying the site of 
the ancient Zecca, or Mint 

The first open sUircase on the right leads to the National 
Library, occupying what was once the first Florentine 
Theatra Here was first performed the ' Armida ' of Tasso, 
who rode from Ferrara to express his gratitude to Buon- 
talenti, the designer of its scenes. The Library contains 
about 300,000 printed volumes, and 14,000 MSS. That 
part of it which is called the Magliabecchian Library was 
b^un in the seventeenth century by a poor man named 
Antonio Magliabecchia, whose talents drew the attention of 
Cosimo I., by whom he was made librarian. His immense 
learning caused Mabillon to write of him as ' Ipse museum 
inambulans, et viva qtiaedam bibliotheca.' His whole life 
was one of the utmost parsimony for the sake of collecting 
books, and he died in the Infirmary of S. Maria Novella in 
1714, bequeathing his library to the city of Florence, It 
has since been greatly increased, and was united to the 
Palatine Library in 1864. 

The halls of the Library are remarkable as having wit- 
nessed the meetings of two famous literary societies ; the 
Accademia della Crusca, founded by Cosimo I., in order to 
improve the Italian language by separating the wheat from 
the bran — whence the name, from crusca, bran ; ^ and the 
Accademia del Pimento, founded by Ferdinand II. in 1657, 
with the object of testing all discoveries by experiments. 
This society only lasted for twenty years. 

The Library includes 300 volumes of letters and papers 
of Galileo and his contemporaries (amongst them a letter of 
Vincenzo Viviani, proving that Galileo was the first to apply 
the pendulum to a clock) ; the Bible of Savonarola, with 

1 Tilt Accademia ddia Cmua itflj meets in ihe Convent of S. Muco. 
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his written comments on the margin, and his breviary with 
an inscription by his pupil Fra Serafino ; the letters of Ben- 
venuto Cellini (one describing the death of his child); 
a sketch-book of Lorenzo Ghiberti ; a missal said to have 
belonged to the Emperor Otho III. (983-1002) ; and other 
treasures. 

The second great entrance of the Uffizi leads to the 
famous Gallery (on the second floor, open daily, on payment 
of one franc per head), originally founded by Cosimo I., 
with the relics of the treasures accumulated by hij Medicean 
ancestors) and splendidly enriched by his successors. 

In the \st Vestibule are interesting Busts of the Medici, 
to whom we owe the collection. They do indeed present 
curious phases of transition from Lorenzo and Cosimo \. 
to John Gaston ! 

In the zttd Vestibule are the famous Florentine Boar and 
two Wo//-Dogs. The statues are unimportant. 

Hence we enter the Corridors, painted with arabesques, 
&c., in 1581, by Pocceiti. Among the art-treasures here are 
a series of Busts of Roman Emperors and their families 
only surpassed by those at the Capitol. 

'Among these latter busts we count by scores. 
Half Emperors and quarter Emperors, 
Each with his bay-leaf fillet, loose-lhoi^ed vest, 
Loric and low-browed Gorgon on the breast, — 
One loves a baby face, with violets there, 
Violets instead of laurel in the hair. 
As those were all the little locks could beaJ.'— ^. Browning. 

Several of the Statues are good, though they are not first 
rate, and the raptures of Shelley are somewhat exa^erated ; 
the best are : — 

ist Corridor: 

59. Athlete with a vase. 

88. Ganymede. ' A statue of surpassing beauty. One o) the eagle's 
wings is half enfolded round him, and one of his anns is placed round 
the eagle, and his delicate hand lightly touches the wing i the other 
holds what I imagine to be a representation oi the thunder. These 
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hands and fingers are so delicate and light that it seems as if the spirit 
of pleasure, of light, life, and beauty, that lives in them, half lifted them 
and deprived them of the natural we^ht of mortal flesh. The round- 
ness and fulness of the Howing perfection of his form is strange and 
rate. The attitude and form of the legs, and the relation home to each 
other hy his light and delicate feel, are peculiarly beauliliiL The calves 
of the l^s almost touching each other, one foot is placed on the ground 
a little advanced before the other, which is raised, Ehe knee being a 
little bent as those who are slightly, but slightly, fatigued with standing. 
The bee, though innocent and pretty, has no ideal beauty. It ex- 
presses inexperience and gentleness and innocent wonder, such as might 
be imagined in a rude and lovely shepherd-boy and no more. ' — Shclliy. 

and Corridor : 

Left. Boy taking a thorn out of his foot — most beautiful, though 
much restored. 
Left. Mintrva. 

' Her face uplifted to heaven is animated with a profound, sweet, 
and impassioned melancholy, with an earnest, fervid, and disinterested 
pleading against some vast and inevitable wrong ; it is the joy and the 
poetry of sorrow, making grief beautiful, and giving to that nameless 
feeling which from the imperfection of language we call pain, but which 
is not all pain, those feelings which make not only the possessoi but 
the spectator of it prefer it to what is called pleasure, in which all is not 
pleasure.'— 3^«/i'9'. 

Right. Vmns Anadyomena. 

' She seems to have just issued from the bath, and yet to be animated 
with the enjoyment of iL She seems all soft and mild enjoyment, and 
the curved lines of hei fine limbs flow into each other with never-ending 
continuity of sweetness. Her face expresses a breathless yet passive 
and innocent voluptuousness without affectation, without doubt ; it is 
at once desire and enjoyment and the pleasure arising from both. . . . 
Her form is indeed perfect. She is half sitting on and half rising from 
a shell, and the fulness of her limbs, and their complete roundness and 
perfection, do not diminish the vital energy with which they seem to be 
imbued. The attitude of her arms, which are lovely beyond imagina- 
tion, is natural, unaffected, and unforced. This perhap« is the finest 
personification of Venus, the Deity of superficial desire, in all antique 
statuary. ' — Shelley. 

Amongst the best of the Piclures on the walls are : — 
2. Cimabut. S. Cecilia and the Story of her life. 
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' St. Cecilia is iiere quite unlike all our conventional ideiis of the 
ybulhful and beautiful patroness of music — a grand matronly dgai* 
sealed on a throne, holding in one hand the Gospel, in the other the 
palm. The head-dress is a kind of veil ; the drapery, of a dark-blue, 
which has turned greenish from age, is disposed with great breadth and 
simplicity ; altogether it is as solemn and striking as an old mosaic 
The picture stood over the high-altar of her church, and round it are 
eight small compartments representing scenes from her life ; the in- 
cidents selected being precisely those which were painted in the portico 
of her church a,i Rome, and which in the time of Cimabue existed 
eatire-'—famacn's 'SacndArt; ii. S9o- 

. tr. Giotto. The Garden of Gethsemane. — The donor kneels in the 
comer. ■;-.., KX. Hl-i. Hj I J. i . J «. 
7. Cioltino. (A very rare master.) The Entombment. 

' Cetle sctee pathdtique fut traitfe ii plusieurs reprises, el toujours 
avec amour, par Giotto et par ses disciples; mais ni lui ni eux ne 
parvinrent jamais i. r^nliser Ik ce point la manifestation d'une douleur 
dont il n'est donn6 a aucun esprit crW de mesurer la profondeur. Quelle 
eloquence muetle dans ces clous sanglanfs, montr& par un des assistants 
et imites depuis par Fra Angelico ! Quel style de draperies, et quel 
coloris plein d'harraonie et de vigueur I ' — Rio, ' VArt ChrJticit.' 

gf Sinione Memnii, 1333. The Annunciation, ■- i ■. J V. ^ 

ith in the 



12. Lormxitii. The Story of a Hermit's Life. 

13. Neri M Bicci. The Atmuncialion. 

16, Larettsa Monaco. The Crucifixion, with angels catching the 

blood. 
18. Lorcnwde' Bicd. SS. Cosmo and Damian (removed from the 

cathedral). Beneath are the Miracle of the Moor and the 

Martyrdom of the sainted doctors. 
21, 28, 38. Pittro di Cositno. The story of Andromeda. 
24. Lermm di Crtdi, Holy Family. 
26. Giuliano Pesells. The Coming of the Magi. 
29. Paolo Uccello. A Battle-Scene. 
3a Antonio di Pellajuals. A Portrdt. 
36. Luca Signertlli. Vii^n and Child — a poor specimen of this 

great master. 

'In this Madonna, the spiritual parent of Michelangelo announces 
himself already to those who can understand. There is nothing un- 
usual in the figure of the Vii^ in dark red and dark blue, who, as she 
sits, half turns round to hold with both hands the child standing at her 
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feel. What is unQsuiU U the little group in the background. For the 
costomaiy shepherds, there stand four naked figures modelled in strong 
light and shade, and showing thai this, the unclothed frame and anatomy 
of men, is the thing the painter caies for and will have, wherever he 
can get it. '—5. C, 

41. Geriiu> da PitUia, 1529. The Madonna and Child with saints, 
— on right, S. James, S. Cosimo, and S. Maty Magdalen ; on 
left, S. Catherine, S. Louis, and S. Roch. 

The second door on the left of the gallery leads into 
The Tributu, a n>om originally built by the Grand Duke 
Ferdinand I., to contain a collection of precious stones, but 
now devoted to the gems of painting and sculpture. Of 
the latter there are five Capi £ Optra, viz. : — 

I. Facing the Entrance. Tht Venus di Medici — one, of the most 
perfect specimens of the art of sculpture existing — found in 
Hadrian's Villa at Tivoli. This statue cannot be understood 
in a single visit, 

' We must relum, and once more give a locee 
To the delighted spirit — worshipping. 
In her small temple of rich workmanship, 
Venus heiself, who, when she left the skies, 
Came hither.' — Rogers. 

' Her modest attitude is partly what unmakes her as the heathen 
goddess, and softens her into woman. On account of the skill with 
which the statue has been restored, she is just as whole as when she left 
the hands of the sculptor. One cannot think of her as a senseless im^e, 
bot as a being that lives to gladden the world, incapable of decay or 
death ; as young and fair as she was three thousand years ago, and still 
to be young and fair as long as a beautiful thought shall require physical 
em bod iment. ' — Hawthorne. 

' The goddess loves in stone, and fills 
The air around with beauty ; we inhale 
The ambrosial aspect, which, beheld, instils 
Fart of its immortality ; the veil 
Of heaven is half undrawn ; within the pale 
We stand, and in that form and fece behold 
What Mind can make, when Nature's self would fail. 
And to the fond idolaters of old 
Envy the iimate flash which such a soul could mould 

We gaze and turn away, and know not where, 
Dazded and drunk with beauty, till the heart 

Google 



Reels with ils fulness i there — for ever there — 

Chain'd to the chariot of triumphal Art, 

We stand as captives, and would not d^paxt.'—Byren. 

2. Lotlalori, or Wrestlers. 

'Two youthful ligures aie wrestling with the utmost might of a 
physical strength that has been trained in gymnastic exercise. Both 
are so ingeniously entwined in each other that the group is beautifully 
constructed, and yet the two figures are everywhere distinctly separable. 
The one thrown down seems for the moment to have the worst of it, 
though not to such an extent that the issue is already decided. On the 
contrary, the uncertainty of the result keeps the spectator in the same 
suspense as in similar scenes in the gymnasium. Art has here admir- 
ably transformed into marble one of those scenes which the Palaestra 
daily afforded to the attentive observer. ' — Liibke. 



' The god is conceived in the supple form of youth, and exhibits the 
same position of easy rest and self-indulgence which characterises several 
works by Praxiteles. The left arm, which probably held the bow, is 
supported against the stem of a tree, and the "Ebt arm is resting on the 
head. The figure thus acquires an extremely finely felt contrast in its 
whole outline, and produces the effect of almost dreamy ease.' — Liibke. 

' It is difficult to conceive anything more delicately beautiful than the 
Ganymede; but the spirit-like lightness, the softness, the flowing per- 
fection of these forms, surpass it, The countenance, though exquisitely 
lovely and gentle, is not divine. There is a womanish vivacity of win- 
ning yet passive happiness, and yet a boyish inexperience exceedingly 
delightful. Through the limbs there seems to flow a spirit of life which 
gives them lightness. Nothing can be more perfectly lovely than the 
I^, and the union of the feet with the ankles, and the fading away of 
the lines of the feet to the delicate extremities. It is like a spirit even 
in dreams. The neck is loi^ yet full, and sustains the head with its 
profiise and knotted hair as if it needed no sustaining. ' — Shcllty. 

5. Thi Dancing Faun (with restorations by Michelangelo). 

The Pictures are selected as Capi if Opera of the 
Masters, and are arranged without reference to schools 
or dates. They are, beginning near the door on the left ; — 

1104. Spagnolctto. S.Jerome. 

1105. Schidone. Holy Family. 

1 106. Lanjranco. S. Peter, 

L)^i.z.iiuGoog[e 



1107. DanieUdi Velttrra. Massacce of the Innocents. From the 

calhedral of Volleira. 
!io8. Titian. Venus. From the Urbino collection, painted for 

Guidobaldo II. 

Cest une courtisane, mais c'est une dame ; en ce temps-li, la pre- 
miere quality n'efla^ail point I'autre,' — Tttint, 

'1109. Demenickino. Portrait of Cardinal Agucchia. 
1 1 10. Oreuie Alfani. Holy Family. 

*IIII. Andrea Mantigna, The Adoration of the Ma^, with the 
Circumcision and the Ascension, a triptych which belonged 
to the Goniaga, who sold it 10 Anionic de' Medici, Prince 
of Capistrano. A picture full of powerfiil and poetic detail. 

•iiii. Andrea del Sarie. 1517. Madonna with S. John and S. 
Francis. 
II13. Guide Rmi. Madonna. 

'1114. Gua-cine. The Samian SibyL 

1 1 1 5. Viatdyke. Portrait of John of Montfort 

1116. Titian. (1552.) Portrait of the Papal Nuncio Beccadelli 
•1117. Id. Venus. From the Urbino collection. 

•1118. CorrtggiB. Rest on the Flight into E^ypt. 
'i 1 19. Fid. Baroccio. Portrait of Francesco Maria della Rovere II. 
*ii20. Raffaellt. Porlrail of a woman, wrongly called Maddalena 
Doni, silting in sad and serene indifference. Observe the 
exquisite details of her dress and chair. 
1121. Andrea Manlsgna. Porlrail of Elisabetla Goniaga, wife of 
Duke Guido Goniaga of Mantua, sometimes ascribed to 
Bonsignori. 
iiaa. Perugina, 1493. MadonnawithS. J. Baptist and S. Sebastian. 
From S. Domenico di Fiesole, 
•1123. Raffaelle. Female Portrait called the Fomarina. Some 
attribute this portrait to Sebastian del Piombo, 
In the Inventory of the works of art in the Tribune in 1 5S9, this 
portrait is inscribed without a name. The woman was then unknown. 
Passavant believes it to represent Beatrice Ferrarese, of whom Vasari 
mentions a portrait She was distinguished by her menial powers, to 
which her crown is supposed to have reference, and she was well known 
to Cardinal Bembo, the friend of Raffaelle. The ordinary stories about 
Raffaelle's acquaintance with the Fomarina are mere modem inventions. 

' La Fomarina, quelque belle qu'elle soil, ne franchtt pas le seuil des 
sens : son ceil n'a que de I'&lat, c'est la femme 1 ' — Madame Svietchine. 

"1124. Francesco Francia. Porlrail of Vangelista Scappi. 
1135. F. Francia. Madonna and Child with S. John, falsdj attri- 
buted to Raffaelle. 
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1126, 1130. Fra Bartalenimto, Two Prophets. From the Chapel 
of the Annimziata. 
'1127. RaffaiHe. S. John in the Wilderness— painted for Cardbal 
Colonna. 
' Ce tableau, comme science ct goQt de dessin, ne r^pond pas com- 
pUlemenl i ime superlie et magistrale elude d'apris nature, que Raphael 
en avait faite d'abord. II a bien plus I'aspect d'une (iguie acad^mique 
que d'une seine rel^euse ou historique. On doil croire qu'un eUve y 
a collabord 

' Mais, justement ^ cause du goflt qu'on professait alors pour le nu, 
le saint Jean-Baptisle obtint des louanges excesslves, et 11 fut souvent 
copi^. Donn^ par le cardinal au m^decin Jacopo da Carpi qui I'avait 
gu^ti d'une grave maladie, il passa eusuite chez Francesco Beninlendi 
k Florence, et, depuis 1 589, il se trouve i !a Tribune. ' — Passavanl. 

' Un beau corps de quatorze ans, florissant et sain, en qui revit le 
plus pur paganisme.' — Taitie. 



'The divine goodness expressei! in the countenance of the Child 
Jesus, whilst he holds his hands over the little bird, and seems to say, 
" Not one of these is forgotten by my Father," is beyond all descrip- 
tion.' — Frcderika Bremtr. 



' Dur el violent GAiois, variable comme le vent de Gfnes.' — MichtUt. 

1 132. Correggio ? Head of S. J. Baptist in a chai^er, 

1133. Ann. Caracci. A Nymph and Satyr. 

'1134. Correggio. Madonna praying over the sleeping Child. A 
present from the Duke of Mantua to Cosimo II. 

1135. BimardtHO Luini. Herodtas' daughter with the head of 

S. J. Baptist. 

1136. Paul Vtronese. Holy Family with S. Catherine. 

1137. Guerciiur. The sleeping Endymion. 

1 138. 1 142. LiKos Kranack. Adam and Eve. 

1 139. Sfichelangelo. Holy Family, paipted for Angelo Doni, whose 

portrait, by Raffaelle, is in the Pitti Palace. 

1140. Rubins. Pleasure and Duty. 

1141. Albert DUrer. The Adoration of the Magi. 

*1I43. Lucas vart Leyden. Christ bound — a solemn and mysterious 

1144. GiiiKo Romano. Madonna. 

1145. Ludovico Caracci. Eleazai and Rehekah. 

.C.ooglc 
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The long narrow room adjoining (on the left) is de- 
voted to small pictures of the Tuscan School They are 
ill arranged. Among them are ; — 



— a boy in a ted dress with a bird. / 7 J /--/ ; 

1157, Ltanardoda Vinci. A small porlrail. i /riH>^ (K^-ryAr'-^ 
* M 59- Id. Head of Medusa, ^ 

' Upon its lips and eyelids seems to lie 

Loveliness tike a shadow, fiom which shine. 
Fiery and lurid, struggling underneath. 
The agonies of anguish and of deaih. 

Yet it is less the horror than the grace 

Which turns the gazer's spirit into stone. 
Whereon the lineaments of that dead face 

Are graven, till the characters be grown 
Into itself, and thought ao more can trace ; 

'Tis the melodious hues of beauty thrown 
Athwart the darkness and the glare of pain. 
Which humanise and harmonise the Araki.' —Shelly. 

II61. Pra Bartalommio, 1507. The shutters for a relief by Dona- 
tello, representing, outside, the Aimuncialion ; inside, the 
Nativity and Grcumcision— of exquisite beauty. 

1164. Bromine. Maria de' Medici, daughter of Cosimo I., in a 

white dress. 

1165. Cristo/aro Allori. The Child Jesus asleep upon the Cross. 
1 167. F. FUippB Lippi (not Masaccio). A Portrait. 

1169. Atidrea dtl Sarin. A Portrait. 

1171. SantidiTita. Portrait of a Child. 

1177. .indna dil Sarto. A Porlrail. \ (.->- 

ti78. FraArtgelica. The Sposaliiio. •.--■■•'* 
•|l8a. Altss. Batticelli. Calumny, painted by Sandro Botticelli 
after his absence at Rome (during which his enemies had 
accused him of heresy), and presented to his friend Messer 
Antonio S^nL 
*ii83. Alcssandrg Allari. Portrait of Bianca Cappello, painted 
while she was taking reft^ b a portico from a storm, when 
on pilgrimage vrith her husband to Vallombrosa. 

I184. Fra Angelica. Death of the Viigin, 

1189, Bronam. Portrait of 'Leonora ToUetta,' wife of Co^mo I, 

IZ27. A. Braraine. Portrait of Bianca Cappello. 

,C:.OOt^lc 



In the next room are : — 

1152. Leenarda da Vinci. Adoration of the Shepherds — in bistre. 
'1154 (right wall). Andrea del Sarto. S.James. 

' This was panted by Andrea del Sarto for the Compognia or Con- 
fraternity of Sant' Jacopo, and intended to figure as a standard in their 
processions. The Madonna di San Sisto of Raphael was painted for a 
similar purpose ; and such are still commonly used in the religious pro- 
cessions of Italy. In this instance the picture has a peculiar form 
high and narrow, adapted to its special purpose : SL James wears a 
green tunic and a rich crimson mantle ; and as one of the purposes of 
Ihe Compagnia was to educate poor orphans, they are represented by 
the two boys at his feet. The picture suffered from the sun and the 
weather, to which it had been a hundred times exposed in yearly pro- 
cessions ; but it has been well restored, and is admirable for its vivid 
colouring as well as the benign atlilude and expression. '-^awMJim'j 
' Sacrid Art.' 

1257. Fitiffino Uppi. The Adoralion of the Magi — 'unusually 
beautiful in its expression of timid approach, of adoring 
devotion.' 

' No careful and grateful student of this painter can overlook his 
special fondness for seasides ; the tenderness and pleasure with which 
he touches upon the green opening of their chines or coombs, the 
clear low ranges of their rocks. This picture bears witness to this. 
Beyond the farthest meadows and behind the tallest trees, far-off downs 
and cliffs open seaward, and farther yet pure narrow spaces intervene of 
gracious and silent sea,' — Swiniume, ' Essays and Studies' 

•1259. Mario/to Albertinelli. The Salutation — the masterpiece of 
Ihe artist, painted in 1503, for the Congregation of San 
Martina. A most simple, grand, and beautiful picture. 
Below is a predella, with the Annunciation, the Nativity, 
and the Presentation in the Temple. 

1261. Jacofada Empoli. S. Ives reading the petitions of widows 
and orphans — a glorious specimen of the anist, most 
splendid in colour. 

1265. Fra Bartolommeo. The Virgin and Child throned, with 
Saints, in bistre. S. Anna, who was supposed to have 
saved Florence from the tyraimy of the Duke of Athens, is 
the principal f^re, standing behind the Vi^n. S. Kepa- 
rata kneels with a palm-branch. 

' Had this grandiose creation been finished, it would have been the 
ehef-ifauwe of Fra Bartolommeo. Its interest is great, as revealing the 
growth of such a piece from its embryo to the first stage of completion. 
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We can trace each step taken by the artist, from Ihe moment of planniog 
to that of putting in the contours and shadows. But ihece is something 
more than science and method to be discerned, and (hat is the inspired 
air of S. Anna, the weight, Ihe dignity, and pioud bearing of the 
Saints, the masculine strwigth of the art evolved.' — Cnmie ami Caval- 

'The perfect architectonic idea is not only everywhere clearly set 
forth in a lively manner, but also filled with the noblest individual life.' 
—BurcMardt. 

1166. Angtto Bnmiimi. Portrait of Cosimo de' Medid. 

1267, F<mlormo. Cosimo, 'Pater Patris' — ^'admirably recon- 
structed upon a fifteenth century portrait.' 

1167 (bis.). Botticelli. Holy Family. Two of the angels are sup- 
posed to be portraits of Giuliano and Lorenzo de' MedicL 

126& Filippo Lippi. The Virgin throned, with Saints, painted 
14S5 for the Palazzo della Scoria. 

ii6g. Vatari. Lorenzo de' Medici — an ideal portrait 

1271. Btvtaing. The Descent into Hades. The figure of Judith 
is a portrait of Bianca Cappello, the unhappy wife of 
Francesco I, 

' Vile as this picture is in colour, vacant in invention, void in light 
and shade, a, heap of cumbrous nolbii^ness and sickemng offensive' 
nesses, it is of all its voids most void in this, that the academy models 
therein huddled together at the bottom show not so much unity or 
community of attention to the academy model with the flag in its hand 
above, as a street-crowd would to a fresh-staged charlatan. Some foini 
to the God who has burst the gates of death, as if the rest were 
incapable of distinguishing him for themselves ; and otheis turn their 
backs upon him, to show their unagitated faces to the spectator.' — 
Ruskin, ' Modtrn Painlirs^ ii. 53. 

1372, 1373. Bromine. Portraits of Ferdinand I. and his mother 
Eleanora of Toledo. 
"1275. Ridolfo Chirlatidajo (son of Domenico). The Miracle of 
S. Zenobio In the Via degli AlbizzL 

' Extraordinary liveliness and nature stamp (he movements and 
expressions of the eager and wondering crowd which presses aioimd the 
kneeling bishop, as with uplifted arms he restores (o life the fallen 
boy. ' — Cnrmt and CavaleastlU. 

1176. CigoH. The Death of S. S(ephen—-one of the best specimens 
of the Master. 
*IZ77. Ridolfo Ghirlatidaje. The funeral of San Zenolno. 
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' It is related that when they were bearing th« remuDs of S. ZenoUo 
through the city in order to deposit them under the high-altar of the 
cathedral, the people crowded round the bearers, and pressed upon the 
bier, in order to kiss the hands or touch the garments of their beloved 
old bishop. In passing through the Piazza del Duomo the body of the 
saint was thrown against the trunk of a withered elm standing near the 
spot where the bapdstery now stands, and suddenly the tree, which had 
for years been dead and dried up, buret into fresh leaves, '—yanuum's 
'Sacred Art.' 

' The connexion existing between a cofBn which passes, ind a tree 
which renews its foliage, could only be explained by a veibul narration, 
and therefore belonged rather to the domain of legendary poetry than 
to that of art. With regard, however, to execution and general character, 
this picture leaves us nothing to desires and I doubt if the Florentine 
school has ever produced anythii^ so perfect for beauty of colour- 
ing.'— /'w. 
'1279. Sodotna. S. Sebastian — almost in chiaroscuro, but a most 
glorious specimen of the artist, and the finest rendering of 
this well'known subject in existence. The face of the sainl 
is divine in its beauty. (A custode should be asked to 
unlock this picture ; al the back is a besutifiil Holy Family. ) 

' S. Sebastian is bound to a tree, pierced by three arrows, looking 
up to heaven with an expression perfectly divine. This picture was 
formerly used as a standard, and carried in procession when the city 
was afflicted by pestilence :— to my feeling, it is the most beautifij 
example of the subject I have ieen,'^-/amesi>n's ' Sacred Art' li. 418. 

' Sodoma's S. Sebastian, notwithstanding its wan and faded colouring, 
is still the very best that has been painted. Suffermg, refined and 
spiritual, without contortion or spasm, could not be presented with 
more pathos in a form of more surpassing loveliness. '—y. A. Symonds. 

1280. GrancKci. S. Thomas receiving the 'Cintola' from the 

1 285. Criil. AUori. The Adoration of the Magi. 

In the third and farthest room — of the Old Masters — 



1288. Lionardo da Vinci. The Annunciation. 
1389. Battictlli. Angels serenading the Holy Child. 
"1390, Fra, AngeHco. The Coronation of the Virgin amid the 
heavenly choir. 

'Quite unearthly is the Coronation of the Virgin: the Madonna, 
crossing her arms meekly on her bosom and bending in bumble awe to 
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receive the crown of heaven, is very lovely — the Saviom- is perhaps a 
shade less excellent ; the angels are admirable, and many of Ihe assistant 
sainis full of grace and dignity ; but the characteristic of the picture is 
the flood of radiance and glory diffused over it, the brightest colours — 
gold, azure, pink, red, yellow — pure and unmi^ed, yet harmonising and 
blending, like a rich burst of wind-music, in a manner incommunicable 
in recital — distinct and yel soft, as if the whole scene were mirrored in 
the sea of glass that bums before the throne.' — Lerd Lindsay's ' Chris- 



•1294. Fra Angelito. The predella of the great Madonna with the 
wreath of angels (No. i;). In the centre is the Adoration 
of the Magi ; on the left S. Peter preaching, with S. Mark 
writing his Gospel; on the right the Martyrdom of 
S. Mark. 

1298. Luca Sisnertlli. The Aimunciation, Adoration of the Shep- 
herds, and Adoration of the Magi— a predella. 

1399. Sandra Botticelli. Fortitude. 
*I300. JHen della Francesco. Portraits of Federigo di Montefeltro, 
Duke of Urbino, and his lyfe Battista Sforza— most in- 
teresting to those who have visited their great works at 
Urbina A custode should be asked to unlock the frame of 
these portraits, as at the back of each is a triumph, Federigo 
seated in a car drawn by white horses, Battista in one drawn 
by dun-coloured unicorns. These masterpieces of the artist 
were finished at least as early as 1472. 

1301. Antanio Pellajuola. S. James between S. Eustace and S. 
Vincent, painted for the Cardinal di Fortc^allo b S. 
Miniala 

' Si les teints de ce tableau itaient plus livides et les physionomies 
un peu plus durement accentuees, on pourrait le prendre pour une pro- 
duction d'Aadrea del Castagno. On y remarque loutes les (jualites qui 
la distinguent : vigueur de touche, science de dessin, contours ener- 
giquemenl rendus, mais pas I'ombre de saintet^, ni meme de dislinclion 
dans les types.' — Rio. 

1303. BotHcclli. Madoima and Child. 

1306. Pollajuolo. Prudence throned, with a serpent in one hand 

and a mirror in the other, originally painted with other 
Virtues in the Tribune of the Mercatanzia. 

1307. Filippo Idppi. Holy Family. 

' Le petit saint Jean est un rejeton assez vulgaire de la famiile des 
MMicis, el la Vieige un portrait cniellement deguisi de la trop fameuse 
Lucrezia Buti.' — Kio, 



From the right of the Tribune we enter another series 
of small rooms. The first contains pictures of the Italian 
School, including : — 

I025> Andrta ManUgna. Madonna and Child — the detail mai- 

vellously beautifuL 
1031. Canaiaggie. Medusa. 

The next three rooms are of the Dutch School, They 
are chiefly landscapes. The portraits of Luther and Me- 
lanchthon are by Cranach. The last small room in this 
series is devoted to the French School, and has some good 
portraits, especially — 

695. Philippe de CHampaignt. 

On the left is the Collection of Gems, enclosed in six glass 
cases in a small circular room. Historical objects are, in 

Case II. A Caskel made for Qement VII. by Valerio Belli di 
Vicenia, with 34 subjects from the life of Christ It was given as 
a wedding-present by Clement lo Catherine de' Medici. 

Three Reliefs in gold by Giav. di Bologna. 

A Vaseirfrock-ciystal, with a cover wrought in gold, which belonged 
to Diana of Poitiers. 

IV. A Utile porphyry Statuette of Venus and Cupid by Fitr Mart 
da Pesda. 

V. A jasper Vase with ornaments by Giw. da Bolagna. 

Crossing the end of the gallery, we reach the opposite 
corridor. The first door on the left leads to the two rooms 
of the Venetian School, which contain : — 



•571. Francesco Torbido (attributed lo Giorgione). Portrait of the 
Venetian warrior Gattfljnelati — a noble picture, iiill of scorn 
and indifference. 

574. Poluicro Venetiano. Virgin and Child with S. Francis. 

575. Lorenzo Loth, 1534. Holy Family. 

583. Giovanni Bellini? The Dead Christ with the Apostles— a 

584. Gio. Bait. Cima. Holy Family. 

586. Gie. Bolt. Morone, 1563. A male portrait with a flaming 
censer, and the inscription, ' Et quid volo nisi ut ardeat ? ' 
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589. Pau, Vtramu. The Martfrdom of S. GhisUtu by the Moore. 
536. P. Verimtst. Esther and Ahasuerus. 

599. Titian. Portrait of Eleanora d' Urbtno, wife of Duke Fran- 
cesco Maria della Rovere. 
'605. Titian. Portrait of Francesco-Maria delk Rovere. 



609, Titian. The Battle of Cadore. 

614. Titian. Giovanni (de' Medici) 'ddle Bande Kere.' Hisname 
is a memoriaJ of the great affection in which he was held by 
his soldiers, who all put on mourning upon his earl; death, 
in his 39th year, never to take it oif again. 
'626. Titian. The'Flora.' Supposed to be a portrait of the daughter 
of Palma Vecchio. 

617. Set. del Piombo. Portrait 

619. Moroni. Portrait. 

630. GioTgiont. The Judgment of Solomon. 

631. Marco Basaiti. Allegorical scene. 
•633. TUian. Holy Family. 

638. Tintoretto. Portrait of JacOpo Sansovino. 

639. Moretto da Brescia. B^utilul portrait of a Violin- Player. 
642. Monmt. Portrait of G. A. Pantera. 

648. Titian. Portrait of Caterina Comaro, Queen of Cyprus. 

A nainQvi passage begins the collection of the Portraits 
of Painters, mostly from their own hands. The passage 
leads to a sniall room, but most important sanctuary of art, 
called La Saia di Lorenzo Monaco, containing : — 

"13IO. Gentile da Fabriann. Four Saints. A most beautiful work, 
from the Church of S. Niccold — part of a larger picture. 

1 302. Benosia Goznali. The marriage of S. Catherine, the Resurrec- 
tion, and Saints — a predella. 

1309. Lorenzo Monaco (the master of Fra Angelico), a magnificent 
altar-piece from Certaldo, much restored. The predella 
curiously shows the temptations and annoyances to which 
young monks are subjected by the devil. 

1305, Danienico frm«io«fl, murdered by the jealousyof Andrea del 
C^tagQO, and interesting as being the master of Piero della 
Franceses, whom he brought to Florence as his pupil in 
1439. This, the altar-piece of S. Lucia de' Bardi, is bis 
one extant picture. 

' It bespeaks a painter whose conceptions are governed by those of 
Andrea del Castagno, while in technical processes he is working out 
experiments of his own. The Saints, John and Nicholas, and Francis 
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and Maiy, especmlly Ihe John, have sUong f^res and laj^e dull heads, 
and that commoiiness with athletic vigour which marks the thorough- 
going realist. But the medium is new. It is a first commencement of 
oil-painting, and the search for the transparent effects produces a result 
quite different from any contemporary colouring — a scheme of light and 
thin greys, greens, blues, and pinks, with notes of sharp black and 
white on [he marbles of Ihe floor and canopy ; gaiety and transparency 
are attained, but not harmony,' — S. C. 

•1286. Sandrff Botticelli. The Adoration of the Magi. Cosimo de 

Medici kneels at the feel of the Madoima. The youths 

standing are Lorenio and Giuliano de' Medici — a deeply 

interesting picture, full of power and expression. 

20. Lermte di Crtdi, Holy Family. 

1Z97. Dovitnico Gkirlandajo. Virgin and Child throned, with 

kneeling bishops and saints. 
' Ce charmant tableau, qui etail fait pour donner de Ghirlandajo les 
plus belles esp^rances, contiibua, plus que tout autre chose, k lui prO' 
curer la distinction si encoiu'ageante d'etre appele k Rome k la d^ora- 
tion de la Chapelle Sixtine.'— /^li'. 

•17. Fra Angelica. Agrand tabernacle picture. In the centre, the 

Madonna and Child with a wreath of angels playing on 

musical instruments. On the doors, S. John Baptist and S. 

Mark. Executed in 1433 for the Guild of Flax Merchants. 

' In the centre is represented a very grand Madonna, surrounded 

with beautiful angels on the mar^. Yet, solemn and dignified as is 

the larger figure, it is deficient in correctness of drawing, The artist 

was still a stranger to the accurate study of the living form — a deficiency 

less observable in hb smaller worts.' — Kugler. 



' For this picture Sandro studied and produced not only a really 
beautifiil nude, but a charming, fairylike impression, which tmcon- 
sciously takes the place of (he mytholc^cal one.' — Burckhards. 

1196. Bacckiacca, Stories of Saints. 

RetuiTiing to the corridor, and passing the stairs to the 
Pitti Palace (ch. \v.), the two next rooms on the left of the 
corridor are devoted to the Poriraiis of Painters. Those 
in the first room are mostly of modern, the second of earlier 
aitists. The best pictures are : — 

18. Millais by himself. 

Uimumb. Leighton by himself. 
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Unniunb. Walts by him 

K3. Ant. Vandyke. 

2I& Rubeiu. 

231. Holbein. 

237. Quentin Matsjrs. 

280. Andrea del Saito. 



286. Masaj:x;io 7 — or Fia Filippo Lippi ? 

287. P. Perugino. 

•2S8. Raffaelle, 1506 — executed in his 13rd year for his maternal 
uncle, Simone Ciaila of Urbino, to whom he wrote as his 
'second father,' carissimo in hcHs di Patre. From Urbino 
the picture passed first to the Academy of S. Luke at Rome. 

' His heavenly ftce a mirror of his mind. 
His miod a temple for all lovely things 
■To flock to and inhabit.'— ^d^wj* ' Italy .^ 

292. Leonardo da Vinci. 

305. Giovanni di San Giovanni. 
'384. Titian. Painted by himself in 1521 for his own family, and 
presented to his cousin TizJano Vecetli. In the common 
division of his properly after death, this picture was declared 
to be ' common property, as the incomparable and precious 
gift of their relation Titian. ' The picture was sold in 1 728 to 
Marco Ricci {from whom it came to the Ufiizi) by one Osualdo 
ZuUano, the treacherous guardian of Alessandro Vecelll He 
toolt it to Venice under pretence of having it valued, and 
thence despatched it to Florence, saying that he had sent 
it t)ack to Cadore. The Vecelli bmity next found it in the 
Uffizi. 

471. Angelica KaufTDiaim, by herself. 

540. Reynolds, by himself. 
'549. Madame le Brun by herself. A most admirable, refined, and 
speaking portrait. 

The next room is called the Hall of tnsaipHom, from 
the ancient inscriptions let into the walls. It contains many 
pieces of ancient sculpture. The best are ; — 

262. Bacchus and Ampelus. 

' Ampelus, with a beast^skin over his shoulder, holds a cup in his 
right band, and with his left embraces the waist of Bacchus. Just as 
you may have seen a younger and an elder boy al school, walking in 
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some remote grassy spot of their playground with that tender friendship 
towards each other which has so much of love. The countenance of 
Bacchus is sublimely sweet and lovely, taking a shade of gentle and 
playful tenderness from the arch looks of Ampelus, whose cheerfii] face 
turned towards him expresses the suggestions <^ some droll and merry 
device.' — Shelliy. 

263. Mercury. 

a66. Venus Geniirix'. 

z3i. A beautiful boy in basalt 

399. Bust of Marc Antony the Triumvir. 

302. Bust of Cicero. 

This room opens into the Halt of the Hermaphrodite, 
which contains : — 

306. The Hermaphrodite — much restored — very like the figure at 

Paris. 

307. A Torso in basalL 

308. Ganymede, more than half a restoration by Btmanule Ctllini. 

314. Colossal bust of Juno. 

315. Torso of a Faun. 

316. Bust of Antinous. 

31S. Bust called 'The Dying Alexander.' 

An undoubted Greek original, and one of the noblest relics of 
ancient art ; but whether it represents Alexander, or is, as it is called, 
the work of Lysippus, is doubtful. 

' Ijke a youthhll Laocoon.' — Burckhardt. 

I'indignation de n'avoir pu 

In a Cabinet opening from hence is a bust of Dante, 
modelled from his corpse, 1321. 

The next room, on the left of the corridor, called the 
Hall of Baroccio, contains : — 



'Mary is here no Raphaelcsque Virgin of almost supernatural, 
bloodless beauty — she is a young, loveable, earthly woman, who, stilt 
pale from the suffering of childbirth, contemplates her heavenly child 
with tearful, devout joy ; and the bystanders, both youi^ and old, who 
press forward also to gaze upon it, half curious, half in admiration and 
joyful presentiment — how they smile 1 how Ihey rejoice with sincere 
naiveU, which seems to enter into one's own soul only to b^old. 1 The 
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light proceeds from the new-born child, but without visible rays. AH 
the countenances are illumined by this light, even some small angel 
heads which peep forth out of the darkneas up in the roofs, and who, 
too, participate in the hutnan joy. ' — Predirika Britiitr, 

158. Broniiao. The Deposition. 

162. Guida Rent. The Cumaean Sibyl. 

163. Susttrmans. Poitrait. 

169. Bareccie. La Madonna del Soccorso. 

170. Ann. Carraeci. The Portrait of a Monk. 

171. Ang. Brnmino. A Portrait. 

iSa Hubens. Portrait of his second wife, Helena Forman. 

186. Carlo Dolci. The Magdalen^ — so well known from copies. 

190. Ghtrardo dclla Natu. The Adoration of the Shepherds. 

*I9I. Sassoferrala. The Madonna, probably the masterpiece of the 

192. Sustermant. Portrait of himself. 

195. Caravaggia. The Tribute^money. 

196. Vandyke. Portrait of Maigarel of Lorraine. 

197. Rubtns. Portrait of his lirst wife, Elizabeth Brand. 
303. Gtfide Rttti. Bradamante and Fioraspina, from Ariosia 
307. Carlo Bold. Portrait of Claudia Felicia of Austria. — a comical 

mixture of worldliness and devotion. 
Zro. Vdasques. Portrait of Philip IV. 

Next comes the Hall of Niobe, so called from the figures 
of Niobe and her children discovered near the PorU S. 
Paolo at Rome in 1583. They were brought from the 
Villa Medici in 1775. The figure of Niobe, the 'Mater 
Dolorosa' of ancient art, is indescribably sublime. 

' I saw nothing here so grand as the group of Niobe, if statues 
which are now disjointed and placed equidbtantly round a room may be 
Eo called. Niobe herself, clasped bf the arms of her terrified child, is 
certainly a group ; and whether the head be original or not, the contrast 
of passion, of beauty, and even of dress, is admirable. The dress of 
the other daughters appears too thin, loo meretricious, for dying prin- 
cesses. Some of the sons exert too much attitude. Like gladiators, 
they seem taught to die picturesquely, and to this theatrical exertion we 
may, perhaps, impute the want of ease and undulation which the critics 
condemn in their forms.' — Forsyth. 

' Sans doute, dans une semblable situation, la figure d'une vWtable 
mire serait entiireroent bouleversfe ; mais I'id^al des arts conserve 
la beautd dans le d&espoir ; et ce qui touche profondfeent dans les 
ouvrages du g6ue, ce n'est pas le malheur mSme, c'est la puissance que 
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I'Sme conserve sur ce malheui. . . . Niobe live lex yeux au del, inaU 

sans espoir, car lesdieux monies ysontses ennemis.' — Madamt <ie Slail. 

' Ultima restabat ; quim toto corpore mater, 

Tota veste tegens, Unam, miiiimainqiie reUnque ; 

De mollis minimam posco, clamavit, et unam.' 

Ovid., Met. vL 298. 

' This figure of Niobe is probably the most consummate personili- 
cation of loveliness with regard to its countenance, as (hat of the Apollo 
of the Vatican is with regard to its entire fonn, that remains to us of 
Greek antiquity. It is a colossal figure ; the site of a work of art 
rather adds to its beauty, because it allows the spectator the choice of a 
greater number of points of view, in which to catch a greater number 
of the inlinite modes of expression of which any form approaching ideal 
beauty is necessarily composed, of a mother in the act of sheltering 
from some divine and inevitable peril the last, we will Imagine, of her 
children. 

' The child, terrified, we may conceive, at the strange destruction of 
all its kindred, has fled to its mother, and hiding its head in the folds 
of her robe and castii^ up one arm as in a passioiuile appeal for defence 
from her, where it never before could have been sought in vain, seems 
in the marble to have scarcely suspended the motion of her terror ; as 
though conceived to be yet in the act of arrival. The child is clothed 
in a thin lunic of dellcalest wool, and her hair is gathered on her head 
into a knot, probably by that mother whose care will never gather it 
again. Niobe is enveloped in profiise drapery, a portion of which the 
left hand has gathered up and is in the act of extending over the child 
in the instinct of defending her firom what reason knows to be inevitable. 
The right — as the restorer of it has justly comprehended — is gathering 
up her child to her, and with a like instinctive gesture is encouraging 
by its geDtle pressure the child to believe Ihal it can give security. The 
countenance, which is the consummationof feminine majesty and loveli- 
ness, beyond which the imagination scarcely doubts that it can conceive 
anything, that masterpiece of the poetic harmony of marble, expresses 
other feelii^s. There is embodied a sense of the inevitable and rapid 
destiny which is consummating around her as if it were already over. 
It seems as if despair and beauty had combined and produced nothicig 
but the sublime loveliness of grief. As the motions of the form ex- 
pressed the instinctive sense of the possibility of protecting the child, 
and the accustomed and affectionate assurance that she would find 
protection within her arms, so reason and imagination speak in the 
countenance the certainty that no mortal defence is of avail. 

' There is no terror in the countenance — only grief, deep grief. 
There is no anger — of what avail is indignation against what is known 
to be omnipotent ? There is no selfish shrinking from personal pain ; 
there is no panic at supernatural agency; there is no adverting to 
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herself as herself ; the calaraily is mightier than to leave scope for such 
emotion. 

' Everything is swallowed up In sorrow. Her countenance, in assured 
expectation of the arrow piercing its victim in her embrace, is fixed on 
her omnipotent enemy. The pathetic beauty of the mere expression of 
her tender and serene despair, which is yet so profound and so incapable 
of being ever wom away, is beyond any effect of sculpture. As soon 
as the arrow shall have pierced her last child, the fable that she was 
dissolved into a fountain of tears will be but a feeble emblem of the 
sadness of despair, in which the years of her remaining life, we feel, 
must flow away.' — Shelley. 

' O Niobe, con che oechi dolenti 

Vedev' io te segnata in su la strada 
Tra sette e sette tuoi tigliuoli spenli I ' 

Dantt, FUrg. xii. 37. 

' Orba resedit 
Exanimes inter nalos, nalasque, virumque, 
Diriguitque malis ; nullos movet aura capillos, 
In vultu color est sine sanguine, lumina maestis 
Stant immota genis: nihil est in imagine vivi. ' 

Ovid, Met. vi. 301. 

Beyond this are the Cabinets of Bronzes. In the centre 
of the second room is : — 

424. The statue called 'L' Idolino,' found near Pesaro in i53aL 

The beautifiil pedestal is usually atlributed to GhibertL 
426. Is the head of a Horse found near Civiti-Vecchia. 
43S. A Torso found in the sea near L^hom. 

The second room contains a number of cases filled with 
small statuettes and objects in bronze. 

Next is the entrance of the Galleria Feront, bequeathed 
to the State by the last representative of the Feroni family. 
Its best pictures are : — 

Tmiers, A kitchen interior. 

Leremo di Credi. The Virgin and S. John praying over the child 

Carla Dolci. The Annunciation, in two pictures — the angel very 

beautiful. 
Scbiiiont. Holy Family. 

On the wall of the corridor we may remark one of the 
curious low-life scenes for which the painter Giovanni dt S. 



Giovanni is remarkable. At the end ts a fine copy of the 
Laocoon by Saccio BandinelH. 

* Bacdo Bandinelli, vrho had been copying the Laocoon, boasted 
that he had surpassed Ihe original. Upon which Michelangelo ob- 
served, "He whose own productions aie indifferent, knows not how 
to appreciate duly the works of others. " *— y. S. Harford. 

On the left is the entrance to three rooms filled with 
the glorious Collection of Sketches of the Great Masters, from 
the time of Giotto to that of Titian. Perhaps amongst the 
most interesting are those of Raffaelle for the Boighese 
' Entombment ' and for several of the Pictures in the Stanze, 
and that of Mariotto Albertinelli for the 'Salutatioa' 

The Fassagty built by the Medici to connect the Pitti 
Palace with the Palazzo della S^noria, in imitation of the 
passage which Homer describes as uniting the palace of 
Hector to that of Priam (and also to be used as means of 
escape if required), was finished in 1564, on the occasion 
of the marriage of Francesco de' Medici with Joanna of 
Austria. It is now an additional Art Gallery, which forms 
a delightful walk, especially in wet weather. The first 
division is devoted to Engravings, forming a complete and 
most interesting history of the Art Then comes (extending 
over the Jewellers' Bridge across the Amo) an extraordinary 
collection of i3oo_ portraits of the Medici and their con- 
temporaries, including popes, sovereigns, princes, native 
and foreign nobles, and eminent men of all nations. Most 
of these pictures, brought together in 1S81-2 from the 
different palaces, are wretched as works of art, but many 
are interesting and a few good. The eye will probably be 
arrested by three works of Sir P. Lely, bought by Cosimo, 
Prince of Tuscany, when in Ixandon, and by (left wall) a 
portrait of James IIL of England and his sister as children, 
by Larguilliire. Thus, by a series of passages, we reach 
the staircase of the Palazzo Pitti (ch. iv.). 

Between the dark arcades of the Uffizi we have already 
caught glimpses of the sunlit Piazza della Signoria, which 
is the centre of Florentine life. Till the recent change of 
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government it had for zoo years been called the Piazza del 
Gran Duca, but it has now returned to its original designa- 
tion. On the east is the grand old palace of the Slgnoria, 
On the south is the Loggia de' Lanzi. On the west (shading 
the old Post-Office) was the famous Tetto de* Pisani, builc in 
1364 by the Pisan prisoners, and, though a most character- 
istic feature, inexcusably destroyed by the present govern- 
ment. 

'No despot ever sported more cruelly with his slaves than the 
Florentines with their Pisan prisoners. They were brought in carts to 
Florence, tied up like bale goods ; they were told over at the gales, and 
entered at the Custom-House as common merchandise ; they were then 
draped more than half naked to the Signoria, where they were obliged 
to hiss the posterior of the stone Mariocco, which remains as a record 
of their shame, and were at htst thrown into dungeons, where most of 
them died.' — Forsyth. 

Close by is the opening to the little street called 
Vacchereccia, in which lived (14B0-80) Tommaso Finiguerra, 
the inventor of niello-, and where the brothers Pollajuoli 
had their workshops. On the north, with the tower of the 
Badia rising behind it, is the small Palazzo Ugiuaone, built 
1550, from designs ascribed to RafTaelle. Standing back, 
and distinguished by the shields upon its front, is the 
Palazzo della Mercanzia, inscribed, ' Omnis Sapientia a 
Domino Deo est.' The great Fountain of Neptune is the 
work oi Bartolomtneo Ammanaii (1571), in whose favour 
Giovanni da Bologna was set aside as too young, though he 
was allowed to undertake the grand Equestrian Statue of 
Cosimo 1., which stands hard by, and which was executed 
in rS94, twenty years after the death of Cosimo, 

The Loggia d^ Lanzi is so called from the Swiss lancers 
who were placed here in attendance on Cosimo I. It was 
begun in 1336, eight years after the death of Andrea 
Orcagna, to whom it has been attributed by many recent 
writers, and documents prove that it is due to Stmone di 
Francesco Talenti and Bend di done: the vaulting is by 
Angela dd Pucci. 

The Lc^gia consists of three open arches with three 
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pillars, enclosing a platform raised by six steps above the 
square. It is a combination of Gothic and Grecian archi- 
tecture, and was so much admired in the time of Cosimo I., 
that Michelangelo proposed the continuance of the colon- 
nade all round the piazza, an idea never carried out on 
account of the expense. The groups of sculpture between 
the arches were placed here in the sixteenth century, 
viz. : — 

I. Judith and Holofemes ia bronze, cast by Doimtelh for Cosimo 
Vecchio, and retained in the palace of the Medid tUl 1495. When Ihey 
were expelled, il was placed in front of the Palazzo della Signoria, and 
regarded as typical of liberty ; hence the inscription, ' Exemplum silulis 
publicae cives posuere,' In 1560 il was brought to its present position 
at the head of what had been the Prior's entrance to the Loggia. 



' It has something of fascination, a bravura brilliancy, a sharpness 
of technical precision, a singular and striking picturesqueneaa which the 
works of elder masters want It soars into a region of authentic, if not 
pure and sublime, inspiration. '—y. A. Synioniis. 

' Quand on se rappelle les details de sa fonte, I'intrepiditi avec 
laquelle I'artbte, ^oise de fatigue, d^vor^ de la fi^ie, s'flance de son 
lit pour r^tablir et pr&ipiter la liquefaction du bronze dans lequel il 
jette tons les plats et toutes les ^uelles d'etain de son manage, sa 
fervente et devote priire, sa guirison subite et son joyeux repas ivec 
tous ses gens, cette statue devienl une sorte d'aclion qui peint les mceurs 
du temps et le caractire de ITiomme extraordinaire qui I'a ex&ut^e.' — 
Fa/try. 

The pedestal is almost as worthy of study as the statue it supports. 

' Its central portion is occupied by the gracefiit figure of Andromeda, 
whose long tresses stream in (he wind, as, shielding her eyes with her 
hand, she looks upward for her deliverer, who is coming down from the 
clouds to attack the monster, who, with open jaws, bat-like wings, claws 
of iron strength, and scaly body, stands ready to receive him. Upon 
the shore are Andromeda's mother, Cassiopeia, and her father Cepheus, 
who has a stem, sad face ; while between them her disappointed lover 
Fhineas, whose head reminds us of an antique Gem, rises from the earth 
like an avenging spirit, followed by a troop of warriors on fool and on 
horseback, the last of whom gallop furiously through the clouds.' — 
Firkinis 'Tuscan Sculptors.' 

' No one thinks of the pedestal when he has once caught sight of the 
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Perseus. It raises the demigod in aii ; and that Eulflces for the sculptor's 
purpose. Afterwards, when our minda are satiated with the sii^lar 
conception so intensely realised by the ecduriDg art of bronie, we turn 
in leisure moments to the base on which the statue tests. Our fancy 
plays among those masks and cornucopias, those goats and female Satyrs, 
those little snuff-boji deities, and the wayward bas-relief beneath them. 
There is much to amuse, if not to instruct and inspire us there.' — 
/. A. Symmds. 

3. The Rape of the Sabines, by Giovamii da Bahgiia. 

' John of Bologna, afkr he had finished a group of a youi% n>an hold- 



ing up a young woman in his arms, with an old man a( his feet, called 
his friends together to tell him what name he should give il, and it was 
agreed to call it the Rape of the Sabines. 'Sir J. Xeynelds. 

' It is said that Gian Bologna, when about to model the figure of the 
stalwart youth represented here, was so struck with the manly propor- 
tions of the Conte Ginori, member of a noble Florentine family, whom 
he happened to meet one morning in a church, that he stared at him 
fixedly, until the Count asked him who he was and what he wanted. 
Upon explaining the matter, the Count consented to pose for the figure 
of the youth, and in return received a present of a bronie crucifix, 
as an acknowledgment of the artist's gratitude.' — Periini's 'Tuscan 
Sculptort.' 



e Lo^a are two lions, one ancfeot, from the 
ViUa Medici at Rome, the other an imitation hyJlaminio Vana. 

Within, aie several inferior pieces of sculpture; six Priestesses of 
Romulus from the Villa Medici ; Hercules slayii^ Nessus, by Giovanni 
da Bologna; Ajan supporting the dying Patroclus, a restoration of a 
Greek sulpture found in a vineyard near the Porta Portese at Rome, 
which formerly stood at the end of the Ponte Vecchio j and Achilles 
and Polyxena, a modem work by Pio Ftdi of Florence. 

To those who have not been much abroad, it will be 
sufScient amusement to sit for a time in this beautiful 
Loggia, if it is only for the sake of watching the variations 
of the fluctuating crowd in the Piazza beneath. The pre- 
dominance of males is striking. Hundreds of men stand 
here for hours, as if they had nothing else to do, talking 
ceaselessly in deep Tuscan tones. Many, who are wrapped 
in long cloaks thrown over one shoulder and lined with 
green, look as if they had stepped out of the old pictures in 
the palace above. 

Sitting here, we should meditate on the various strange 
phases of Florentine history of which this Piazza has been 
the scene. Of these the most remarkable were those con- 
nected with the story of Savonarola. First came the Autos- 
da-fh for the destruction of worldly allurements, which fol- 
lowed upon his preaching : — 

' A pyramidal scaffold was erected opposite the palace of the Signoiy. 
At its base were to be seen false beards and hair, masquerading dresses, 
cards and dice, mirrors and perfiimeiy, beads and trinkets of various 
sorts ; higher up were arranged books and drawings, busts, and portraits 
of the most celebrated Florentine beauties ; ajid even pictures by great 
artists, condemned, in many instances on very insufficient grounds, as 
indecorous or irreligious. 

' Even Fra Bartolommeo was so carried away by the enthusiasm of 
the moment, as to bring his life-academy studies to be consumed on 
this pyre, forgetful that, in the absence of such studies, he could never 
himself have risen above low mediocrity. Lotenio di Credi, another 
and devoted follower of Savcmatola, did ibt samt.' —Har/erd's 'Life of 
Michelangelo.' 

' At the Carnival of 1498 there was a second avto-da-fi, of precious 
things which had escaped the inquisitorial zeal of the boy censors. 
Burlamacci names marble busts of exquisite workmanship, some ancient, 
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sotne of the well-known beauties of the da.y. There was a Petrarch, 
inlaid with gold, adorned with illuminations valued at fifty crowns ; 
Boccaccios of such beauty atid rajity as would drive modem biblio- 
graphists out of their surviving senses. The Signory looked on from 
a Iralcony j guards were stationed lo jwevent unholy thefts ; as the fire 
soared there was a burst of chants, lauds, and the Te Deuro, to the 
sound of trumpets and the clanging of bells. Then another procession ; 
and in the Piazza di San Marco dances of wilder extravagance ; friars 
and clergymen and laymen of every age whirling round in fantastic 
reels, lo the passionate and pronely sounding hymns of Jerome 
Beniviene. ' — Milman. 

This Piazza also witnessed the great closing scene in the 
life of Savonarola and his two prlticipal followers. 

' Three tribunals had been creeled on the riaghiera ; the next to the 
door of the Palazzo was assigned to the Bishop of Vasona ; the second, 
on the right of the Bishop, lo the Pope's commissioners ; and the third, 
near the Marzocco, was occupied by the Gonfaloniere and the Magni- 
ficent Eight. A scaffold had been erected, which occupied about a 
fourth of the Piazza between the ringhiera and the opposite Tetto dei 
Pisani. At the end of the scaffold a thick upr^ht beam was fixed, 
having another beam neat the lop at right angles, which had been 
several times shortened to take away the appearance of a cross which it 
still retained. From this last beam hung three halters and three chains ; 
by the first the three friars were to be put to death, and the chains were 
to be wound round their dead bodies, which were lo continue suspended 
while Che fire consumed them. At Che foot of the upright beam was a 
large heap of combustible materials from which the soldiers of the 
Signory hod some difficulty to keep off the mob, which pressed round 
like waves of the sea. 

' When the three friars descended the stairs of the Palazzo, they were 
met by one of the Dominican friars of Santa Maria Novella, the bearer 
of an order to lake off their gowns, and leave them with their imder- 
timics only, their feet bare, and iheir hands tied. Savonarola was much 
moved by this unexpected proceeding ; but, taking courage, he held his 
gown in his hand, and before giving it up he said, " Holy dress, bow 
much I iMiged lo wear thee 1 thou wast granted to me by the grace of 
God, and to this day I have kept thee spotless. I do not now leavi; 
thee, thou art taken from me. " 

' They were now led up to the first tribunal, and were placed before 
the Bishop of Vasona. He obeyed the orders he had received from 
the Pope, but appeared much distressed. Just before pronouncing 
their final d^^dation, he had taken hold of Savonarola's arm, but his 
voice &dtered and his self-possession so forsook him that, forgetting 
the usual form, in place of separating him solely from the Church 
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militant, be uid, " I separate tluefrom the Church militOH/ andtrium' 
phant;" when Sftvonaroia, without being in the least discomposed, 
conected him, saying, " Militant, not triumphant ; your Church a not 
tiiumphanL" These wofds were pronounced with a timinesE which 
vibrated through the minds of all the bystanden by whom they could 
be heard, and were for evet after remembered. 

* Being thus d^raded and unfrocked, they were delivered up (o the 
secular arm, and by them taken before the apostolic commissioners, 
when they heard the sentence, declaring them to be schismatics and 
heretics. After tliis, Romolino, with cruel irony, absolved them from 
all their sins, and asked them if they accepted his atisolutiou ; lo which 
they assented by an inclination of the head. Lastly, they came before 
the Magnificent Eight, who, in compliance with custom, put Iheii 
sentence to the vote, which passed without a dissentient voice. 

* The iriars then, with a ftnn step and perfect tranquillity, advanced 
to the place of execution. Even Fra Salveslro, at that last boor, had 
recovered his courage, and, in the presence of death, appeared to have 
returned lo be a true and worthy disciple of the Frate. Savonarola 
himself exhibited a superhuman strength of mind, for he never for a 
momenl ceased to be in that calm state in which a Christian ought to 
die. While he and his companions were slowly led from the ringhiem 
to the gibbet, their limbs scarcely covered by their tunics, with bare 
feet and pinioned aims, the most furious of the rabble were allowed to 
come near and insult them in the most vile and offensive language. 
They continued firm and undisturbed under that severe martyrdom. 
One person, however, moved by compassion, came up and spoke some 
words of comfort, to whom Savonarola with benignity replied, " In 
the last hour God alone can bring comfort to mortal man." A priest 
named Neretto said to him, "In what frame of mind do you endure 
this martyrdom ? " To which he replied, ' ' The Lord has suffered as 
much for me. " These were his last words. 

' In this universal state of pertuibatiou around them, Fra Domenico 
remained perfectly composed. He was in such a stale of exaltation 
that he could hardly be restrained from chanting the Te Deum aloud ; 
but, on the earnest entreaties of the Battuto Niccolini, who was by hia 
ride, he desisted, and said to him, " Accompany me in a low voice," 
— and they then chanted the entire hymn. He afterwards said, 
" Remember, the prophecies of Savonarola must all be fulfilled, and 
thai we die innocent." 

' Fia Salvestro was the first who was dedred to ascend the ladder. 
After the halter was fixed around his neck, and just before the ^al 
thrust was given, he exclaimed, " Into thy bands, O Lord, I commend 
my spirit ! " Shortly afterwards the hangman wound the chain round 
his body, and went to the other side of the beam to eiectite Fra 
Domenico, who ascended the ladder with a quick step, with a countenance 
radiant with hope, almost with joy — as if he were going direct to heaven. 
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' When Savonarola had seen the death of his two companions, he 
was directed to lake the vacant place between them. He was so ab- 
sorbed with the thought of the life to come, that he appeared to have 
already left this earth. But when he reached the upper part of Ihe 
ladder, he could not atstain from looking round on the multitude 
below, every one of whom seemed to be impatient for his death. Oh, 
bow different from those days when they hung upon his tips in a state 
of ecstasy in Santa Maria del Fiore ! He saw at the foot of the beam 
some of the people with lighted torches in iheir hands, eager to light 
the fire. He then submitted bis neck to the hangman. 

' There was, at that moment, silence — universal and terrible. A 
shudder of horror seemed to seize the multitude. One voice was heard 
crying out, " Prophet, now is the time to perform a miracle 1" . 

' The executioner, thinking to please the populace, b^an to pass 
jokes upon the body before it had ceased lo move, and in doing so 
nearly fell from the height. This disgusting scene moved the indigna- 
tion and horror of all around, insomuch tliat the magistrates sent him a 
severe reprimand. He then showed an extraordinary degree of activity, 
hoping tha.t the fire would reach the unhappy Friar before life was quite 
extinct ; the chain, however, slipped from his hand, and while he was 
trying to recover it, Savonarola had drawn his last breath. It was at 
ten o'clock in the morning of the ajnl of May 1498. He died in the 
4Sth year of his age. 

' The executioner had scarcely come down from the ladder when Ihe 
pile was set on fire : a man who had been standing fiota an early hour 
with a lighted torch, and had set the wood on fire, called out, "At 
length I am able to bum him who would have burned me. " A blast of 
wind diverted the flames for some time from the three bodies, upon 
which many fell back in terror, exclaiming, " A miracle, a miracle t " 
But the wind soon ceased, the bodies of the three friars were enveloped 
in fire, and the people again closed round them. The flames had 
caught the cords by which the arms of Savonarola were pinioned, and 
the heat caused the hand to move ; so that, in the eyes of the faithful, 
he seemed to raise his right hand in the midst of the mass of the (lame 
to bless the people who were burning him.' — Vtllari. 

' For two centuries the place where Savonarola's scaffold had stood 
was strewn with flowers on the anniversary of his death ; lamps were 
kept burning before his picture ; scraps of his tunic, ashes from the 
fire, splinters of the cross, were treasured as relics 1 portraits were 
painted and medallions struck in liis honour ; and numerous apologies 
for his life were published in the hsK of the persecutions of his enemies. 
Florence learned loo late 10 regret the great champion of popular 
freedom when she fell again under Ihe domination of the Medici, and 
Rome has well-nigh canonised the man whom Rodr^o Borgia, burned 
before the Palauo Vecchio in 1498.' — Quarterly Review, July 1889. 
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The Palazzo Vecchio delta Signoria was built for the Gon- 
falonier and Priors, in whose hands was the government 
of the Florentine Republic, by Arnolfo di Lapo. The 
architect was restricted as to size and form, by the resolve 
of the then powerful Guelfs.that no foot of ground should 
be used which had ever been occupied by a Ghibelline 
building, and to which one of that faction might put forward 
any possible future claim. Arnolfo entreated to trespass 
upon the open space where the palace of the traitor Uberti 
had stood, but the people absolutely refused — ' Where the 
traitor's nest had been, there the sacred foundations of 
the house of the people should not be laid.' The square 
battlements are typical of the Guelfs; the forked battle- 
ments on the tower were added later when the Ghibellines 
came into power. 

To build the Palace, part of an ancient church was 
demolished, called San Piero Scheraggio, in which the 
Carroccio of Fiesole, taken in loio, was preserved, as well 
as a beautiful marble pulpit, also brought from Fiesole, 
which still exists in the church of S. Leonardo in Arcetri, 
outside the Porta San Giorgia The tower of the Vacca 
family was used by Arnolfo as the substructure of his own 
tower, which is 330 feet high. Its bell continued to bear 
the name of ' La Vacca,' and when it tolled men said, ' La 
Vacca mugghia' — 'The cow lows.' The Via de' Leoni, on 
the east of the Palace, commemorates the lions which were 
kept by the city of Florence, partly in honour of William of 
Scotland, who interceded with Charlemagne for the liberties 
of the town, and partly on account of the Marzocco, the 
emblem of the city. These were maintained in an enclosure 
called the Serraglio till 1550, when Cosimo L removed 
them to S. Marco, and they were only finally discarded 
in 1777- 

In 1349 a stone platform was raised against the northern 
fa9ade of the Palazzo, and was called the Ringhiera. Hence 
the Signory always addressed the people, and here it was 
that the Prior and Judges sate and looked on, May 23, 
1498, when — 
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■ Savonarola's soul went out in (ire. ' ' 
The Ringhiera was not removed till 1812. Its northern 
angle is still marked by the famous Marsocco of Donatello, 
occupying the place of an older Marzocco erected in 1377. 
A still earlier Marzocco stood on this site, which the Pisan 
captives were forced ignominiously to kiss in 1364. The 
origin of the name Marzocco is unknown. It is a seated 
lion, with one paw resting upon a shield, which bears the 
Giglio of Florence. In ancient times it bore an enamel 
crown set in gold, with the motto, by Francesco Sacchetti i — 



On the left of the entrance to the Palazzo stood the 
David of Michelangelo, removed by the present Government 

On the right is the Hercules and Cacus of Baccio Bandi- 
nelli, executed in 1546 on a block of marble selected by 
Michelangelo at Carrara, but which he was unable to use, 
as he was summoned to Rome at that time for his fresco of 
the Last Judgment Before reaching Florence, the marble 
fell into the Arno, and was extricated with difficulty, which 
caused the Florentine joke, that it had attempted to drown 
itself rather than submit to the inferior hands of Bandinelli. 
By the same artist are the two terminal statues called Baucis 
and Philemon, which were intended to support an iron 
chain in front of the gate. 

The monogram of Christ over the entrance was placed 
here in 1517 by the Gonfalonier, Niccolb Capponi, 

' In order to prove his altachmenf to liberty, he proposed in council 
that Jesus Ciirist should be elected King of Florence, a plet^ that the 
Florentines would accept no rulei but the King of Heaven. The con- 
temporary historian, Vatchi, describes how the Gonfalonier, when pre- 
siding at this great council, Feb. 9, 1527, repeated almost verbatim a 
sermon of Savonarola, and then, throwing himself on his knees, ex- 
claimed in a loud voice, echoed by the whole council, " MUiricerdiat" 
and haw he proposed that Girist the Redeemer should be chosen King 
of Florence. The old chronicler, Cambi, further relates that on the 
loth of June in the following year, 152S, the clergy of the cathedra] 
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met in the Kaaa della Signoria, where an altar had been erected in 
front of Ihe palace; the word Jesus was then disclosed before the 
assembled citizens, who finally accepted him as their King. The 
shields of France and Pope Leo were accordingly removed from their 
plac^ and the name of the Saviour, on a tablet, was inserted over the 
entrance to the palace.' — Homer's 'IValki in Flartnie.' 

Inserted, probably, at the same time, and nith the same 
meaning, is the inscription on the parapet of the tower : — 

•Jesus 

Christus Rex Gloriae venit in pace, 

Deus Homo factus est 

Et Verbum caro factum esL 

Cbitstus vindt, Christus r^nat, 

Cbristus imperat, 

Christus ab omrii toalo nos defendaC. 

Barbara Viigo Dei, modo memento mei.' 

This tower, which is worth ascending for the sake of the 
view, contains the prison of Savonarola. 

'Panni tani de monuments dont les formes archilecturales sont 
I'expression toujours vtaie, toujours vivante, des mceurs et des passions 
pubiiques, il n'en est point qui mieux que 1e Falazio Vecchione reproduise, 
dans son ipre taet^e, le caract^e de la vieille cit^ Guelfe. Veritable 
type de I'aichilecture florentine qui pric eC conserva un cachet si per- 
sonnel, si distinct, entre les styles roman et (^val et I'architecture de la 
Renaissance, cet Edifice rjpond complilement k V\Ate qu'on se fs\t de 
ce que pouvait etre le palais de la Sei^eurie k Florence. Far sa masse 
quadrangulaire, son grand appareil i. bossages, 9a porte ^troite, ses rares 
ouvertures, eniin, par ses cr^eamt et ses meurtiiites que surmonle une 
tour can^e portant jadis le beffroi communal, ne repr&ente-t-il pas dans 
sa beautf sombre et s^vire la vie essentiellement militante de la r^' 
publique dont il fiit comme le nouveau capitole? 

' Malgr^ les changements int^eurs que Vasari lui lit subir en 1540, 
rien n'est plus conforme i. sa destination et aux donn^es de son histoire 
que ce beau palais florentin. Rien ne rappelle roieux, avec une loinlaine 
reminiscence des traditions ^trusques, I'application du style roman com- 
bmf avec limitation des grands edifices grecs ou romains, qui, i la lill 
du moyen %e, couvraient encore le sol de la Toscane. Ce qui fait 
d'autant mieux ressentir ce caractbe bistoiique et, pour ainsi dire, tout 
local du Palazzo Vecchio, ce sont les fcussoos des divers gouvemements 
republicain, oligaichique el monarcblque, qui se sont succede k Florence, 
et qu'on retrouve dans les arcatures des machicoulis servant i supporter 
I'entablement. lA se dessinent le ]ys blanc de la commune, le lys rouge 
des Gibelins, les clefe des Guelfes, les oatils des cardeius de laine, puis 
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les six bftlles its M^cb, et mfine le monogramDie du Christ que le 
peuple fiorentin, las d'avoir epuise toutes les focmes de gouvemement, 
voulut, en 1527, elire solenneUement pour xoV^Danlier, 'Vllalic.' 

The beautiful little solemn court of the Palazzo is sur- 
rounded by a colonnade, of which the pillars were richly 
decorated in honour of the marriage of Francesco de' Medici 
in 1565. In the centre is an exquisite fountain by yeroi:ckio, 
adorned with an animated laughing boy playing with a 
dolphin. It was originally ordered for Careggi by Lorenzo 
de' Medici. 

' Nothing can be ga.yei or moie lively than the expres^on or action 
of this child, and ihere is no modem bronze combining such beauti- 
ful treatment with such perfection of art. A half-flying, hsdf-running 
motion is represented, its varied action still true to the centre of 
gravity. '-^Rumohr. 

Ascending the staircase on the left of the corridor (always 
open), we reach on the first floor a small frescoed gallery. 
On the left is the Sala dei Dugmto, where the Councils 
of War assembled. Into this room, in 1378, burst Michel 
Lando, the wool-comber, bearing the standard of Justice, 
at the head of the Ciompi, or ' wooden-shoes, as they were 
called, in token of contempt,' and here his wld followers 
insisted on placing him at the head of the government, and 
proclaiming him Gonfalonier of Florence. 

A passage leads hence to the vast Sala dei Cinguectnlo, 
built c 1495, by the desire of Savonarola, to accommodate 
the popular Council after the expulsion of Piero de' Medici. 
The architect of this hall waii Simom di Tommaso del Polla- 
iuolo, sananned J/ Cronaea. It is 1 70 feet long hy 77 broad. 
Cartoons for frescoes for the walls were prepared by Michel- 
angelo and Leonardo da Vinci, hut were destroyed upon the 
return of the Medici in 1512. The existing frescoes are 
by Vasa/i and his pupils, and commemorate the exploits of 
Cosimo I. In one of them (the first on the left) he is seen 
leading the attack upon Siena, attended by his favourite 
dwarf, Tommaso Tafredi, in armour. Beneath the central 
arch is a statue of Leo X., and on either side Giovanni de' 
Medici delle Bande Nere, &ther of Cosimo I., and Duke 
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Alessandro, by Bandinelli. Here Victor Emmanuel opened 

his first parliament in Florence. Another suite of chambers 
on this floor, called 'the Medici Rooms,' because adorned 
with frescoes by Vasari relating to that family, are ap- 
proached by a different staircase. 

The second flight of stairs leads (left) first to the Sola 
del Orologio, so called from the Orrery which it once con- 
tained, to show the movements of the planets, the work of 
Lorenzo di Voipata. It has a splendid ceiling. The left 
wall is covered by a grand but injured fresco painted by 
K. Ghirlandajo in 1482. It represents S. Zenobio throned 
in state, with mitie and pastoral staff. In the architectural 
compartments at the sides are Brutus, Scaevola, and Camil- 
lus, Decius Mus, Scipio, and Cicero. 

Hence, by a beautiful door, the work of Benedetto da 
Majano, we enter the Sala delF Udienza, surrounded by 
frescoes from Roman history by Fraticesco d^ Rossi Salviali. 

' The six Priots of the Arts, composing the Council of the Signoiy, 
who were first created in 1282, exercised their duties in the Sala dell' 
Udienia. Their term of ofEce was two months, and none could be re- 
elected within two years. They were maintained at the public cost, 
eating at one table, and during their two months of office were rarely 
allowed to quit the walls of the Palazzo. All their acts were conducted 
with religious solemnity ; the wine brought to their table was consecrated 
on the sacred altar of Or San Michde, and in the smalt chapel of St. 
Bernard, leading out of this chamber, the Priors invoked Divine aid 
before commencing business.' — Hcmit's ' Watki in Florence.' 

A door inscribed ' Sol Justitiae Christus Deus noster 
regnat in aeternum ' leads into the Chapel of S. Bernardo. 
It is beautifully painted in fresco by Ridolfo Ghirlandajo. 
The ceiling has a gold ground. In the centre is the Trinity ; 
the other compartments are occupied by nobly solemn 
apostles and exquisitely beautiful cherubs : opposite the 
altar is the Annunciation, in which the Piazza della Annun- 
ziata is introduced. Here Savonarola received the last 
sacraments before his execution. 

■ The three friars passed the whole night in prayer, and in (he mom. 
ing they again met, to receive the Sacrament. Leave had been given 
to Savonarola to administer it with his own hands ; and, holding up the 
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host, he pronounced over it the fallowing prayer : " Lord, I know that 
Thou art that perfect Trinity, invisible, dislinct, in Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost ; I know that Thou art the Eternal Word ; that Thou didst 
descend into the bosom of Mary ; that Thou didst ascend upon the cross 
to shed blood for our sins. I pray Thee that by that blood I may have 
remission of my sins, for which I implore Thy forgiveness ; for every 
other offence or injury done to this city, and for every other sin of which 
I may unconsciously have been guilty." After this fiill and distinct 
declaration of faith, he himself took the communion, gave it to his dis- 
ciples, and soon after, it was announced to them that they must go down 
to the Piaiaa. ' — J- il/ari. 

Hence is the entrance to four rooms (not usually shown) 
which were given by Cosimo I. to his wife Eleanora of 
Toledo. The ceilings are painted with the lives of good 
women by /ean Slradan of Bruges. In the last of these 
rooms a cruel murder was committed in 1441. 

'A Florentine named Baldassare Orlandini, while commissary for 
the army during a war with the Milanese, basely abandoned a pass in 
the Apennines, allowing Niccol6 Piccinino, the hostile general, to pene- 
trate the valley of the Amo. His conduct was boldly denounced by 
Baldacdo d'Angliiari, a faithful soldier of the Republic, who led the 
Florentine infantry. Some years later, in 1441, when the chronicler 
Francesco Giovanni, who tells the story, was Prior, Orlandini, who had 
been chosen Gonfalonier, with apparent friendliness, sent for d'AngWari 
to the palace. Suspecting treachery, he hesitated to obey, and sought 
advice from Cosimo Vecchio, who, fearing that the virtue and ability 
of D'Anghiari might be prejudicial to Medicean interest, cunningly 
replied, (hat obedience was the first duty in a ciliien. Baldaccio 
accordingly repaired lo the palace, where Orlandini received him with 
com'tesy, and was leading him by the hand to his own chamber, when 
ruffians, hired by (he Gonfalonier for the purpose, and placed in 
concealment, rushed on their intended victim, and, after despatching 
him with their dE^ers, threw his body into the coiiile below. His 
head was cut off and his mangled remains exposed in the piazza, where 
he was proclaimed a traitor to the Republic A part of his confiscated 
property was, however, restored to the prayers of his widow Annalena, 
who, after the death of her infant son, retired from the world, and 
converted her dwellii^ in the Via Romana into a convent which bore 
her name. ' — Homer. 

Opening from this chamber is a very small Chapel in- 
tended for the use of the Grand-Duchess, adorned with 
admirable frescoes by Bronzino. 

In the tower is the prison called Albergkeilino, where, in 
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1423, Cosimo de' Medici was imprisoned before his exile, 
and where Macchiavelli narrates that the future ' Father of 
his country ' refused all nourishment except a piece of bread, 
through four days, from fear of poison. 

Let us leave the Piazza delta Signoria by the Via dei 
Magazzini near the Palazzo della Mercanzia. 

(We cross the Via Condotta, where, turned into an inn, 
is the famous Palazzo dei Cerchi, at one time the residence 
of the Priors, before they moved to the Palazzo Vecchio, 
and for a hundred years the palace of the Bandini. Here, 
in the time of Bernardo Bandini, the Pazzi conspired for 
the assassination of Lorenzo and Giuliano de' Medici ; and 
hence, from the tower-top, in 1530, Giovanni Bandini, by 
his signals, betrayed Florence to the imperialists who were 
besieging the city), 

ITie Via dei Magazzini ends at (left) the humble Church 
of S. Marline, founded 786 by an Archdeacon of Fiesole. 
It is interesting from the Society called the ' Buonuomini di 
San Martino,' formed by S. Antonio for the private relief of 
persons of the upper class reduced to poverty by misfortune 
— ' I Poveri Vergi^inosi,' as they were called. The church 
contains twelve lunettes with paintings relating to the works 
of mercy. The old man with white hair in the central com- 
partment is said to be a portrait of Piero CapponL 

Opposite the church is the tall tower called Bocca di 
Ferro, once the residence of the Podestks, or foreign gover- 
nors of Florence, before they removed to the Bargello in 
lafii. It looks down upon a house in the Via S. Martino, 
called La Casa di Dante, where an inscription tells that 
Dante was bom in 1 265. His parents belonged to the Guild 
of Wool. In the neighbouring church he was married to 
Gemma, daughter of Manetti Donati, whose house was close 
to that of the Alighieri. 

The birthplace of Dante, 2 r i years afterwards, became 
a wine-shop of the artist Mariotto Albertinelli, to which 
Michelangelo, Benvenuto Cellini, and other famous men 
of the day were wont to resort The house was of great 
interest as late as 1877, but has since been completely ' reno- 
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vated," to the utter destruction of its value, not a stone of 
the house which Dante looked upon having been spared. 
Dante had seven children by Gemma, who was sister of 
that Corso Donati who, at the head of the Neri, overran 
Florence with fire and sword. She never saw him again 
after his exile, but, when his house was on fire, she saved 
his manuscripts, and restored them Co him in safety. 

The Via Mai^herita leads from the Piazza S. Martino 
into the Via del Corso, where, on the opposite side, is the 
Church of S. Mai%herita dei RicH. It was erected to pro- 



tect a fresco of the Annunciation (formerly in the piazetta 
of S. Maria degli Alberinghi), because the youth Antonio 
Rinaldeschi, enraged at his gambling losses, threw dirt at the 
picture in his passion, and was punished by a sudden death. 
The fresco is called the Madonna dei Eicci, from the family 
for whom it was painted. Very near the church is the 
old Tower of the Donati Family. 

At the corner, where the Corso falls into the Via del 
Proconsolo, is the Palazao Salviati, occupying the site of the 
house of Foico Portinari, fether of the Beatrice of Dante. 
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In its court is shown the ' Nicchia di Dante,' where the poet is 
supposed to have watched for his love. On May- Day, 1 274, 
the little Dante, then not nine years old, was brought by his 
father Alighiero Alighieri to a/l/e given by Folco Fortinari, 
and then, for the first time, he saw and loved the eight-year- 
old Beatrice, who, in her twentieth year, married Simone de' 
Bardi, and died (1290) four years after. 

' IE was the custom in our dty for both men and women, when the 
pleasant time of spring ca.me round, to form social gatherings in their 
own quarters of the city for the purpose of merry-making. In this way 
Folco Fortinari, it citizen of mark, had amongst others collected his 
neighbours at his house upon the 1 st of May, for pastime and rejoicing ; 
among these waa the aforenamed Alighieii, and with him — it being 
common for little children to accompany their parents, especially at 
merry-makings — came one Dante, then scarce nine years old, who, with 
the other children of his own age that were in the house, engaged in the 
sports appropriate to their years. Among these others was a little 
laughter of the aforesaid Folco, called Bice, about eight years old, very 
winning, graceful, and attractive in her ways, in aspect beautifiil, and 
with an earnestness and gravity in her speech beyond her years. This 
child turned her gaze from time to time upon Dante with so much tender- 
ness as lilled the boy brimful with delight, and he took her image so 
deeply into his mind, that no subsequent pleasure could ever afterwards 
extinguish or expel it. Not to dwell more upon these passives of child- 
hood, suffice it to say, that this love — not only continuing, but increasing 
day t^ day, having no other or greater desire or consolation than to 
look upon her — became to him, in his more advanced age, the frequent 
and woeful cause of the most hurtling sighs, and of many bitter tears, 
as he has shown in a portion of his Vita Nuova.' — Bocctucio, Ir. by 
Thto. Martin. 

' Nine times already, since my birth, had the heaven of light returned 
to well-nigh the same point in its orbit when to my eyes was first re- 
vealed the glorious lady of my soul, even she who was called Beatrice 
by many who wist not wherefore she was so called. She was then 
of such an age, that during her life the starry heavens had advanced 
towards the East the twelfth part of a degree, so that she appeared to 
me about the beginning of her, and I beheld her about the close of ray, 
ninth year. Her apparel was of a most noble colour, a subdued and 
becoming crimson, and she wore a cmcture and ornaments befittmg her 
childish years. At that moment (I speak it in all truth) the spirit of 
life which abides in the most secret chamber of the heart began to 
tremble with a violence that showed horribly in the minutest pulsations 
of my (tame; and tremulously it spoke these words t — " Ecce dais fortior 
riu,guiveniem domim^lurmiki!" — "Behold a god stronger than I, who 
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Cometh to lord it over me \ " Emd straightway the animal spirit which 
abides in the upper chamber, whither all the spirits of the senses cuiy 
their perceptions, began to tnarvel greatly, end addressing itself especially 
to the spirits of vision, it spoke these words: — " Afpaniiljam btaliludB 
vestra " — " Now halh your bliss appeared," and straightway the natural 
spirit, which abides in that part whereto our noorishment is ministered, 
b^an to wail, and dolorously it spoke these words: — "Heu miser I quia 
frequenter imfiditus era deinctps l"^~" Ah, wretched me, for henceforth 
shall I be oftenlioies obstructed V Fiom that time forth I say that 
Love held sovereign empire over my soul, which had so readily been 
betrothed unto him, and through the influence lent to him by my 
imagination he at once assumed such imperious sway and masterdom 
over me, that I could not chose but do his pleasure in all things. 
Oftentimes he enjoined me to strive, if so I might behold this youngest 
of the angels ; wherefore did I during my boyish years frequently go in 
quest of her, and so praiseworthy was she, and so noble in her bearing, 
that of her might with truth be spoken that saying of the poet Homer — 

" She of a god seemed bom, and not of mortal man." 
And albeit her image, which was evermore present with me, might be 
Love's mere imperiousness to keep me in bis thrall, yet was its influence 
of such noble sort that at no time did it suffer me to be ruled by Love, 
save with the faithful sanction of reason in all those matters wherein it 
is of importance to listen to her counsel. ' — Dante, Vita Nwoa II. , tr. 
by Thea. Martin. 

Maria Salviati, a daughter of this palace, married Gio- 
vanni delle Bande Nere, and here became the mother of 
Cosimo I. 

The Via degli Albtszt (crossing the Via del Proconsolo) 
derives its name from an old family who dwelt here. In 
one corner is the Palazzo Nonfiniio ('unfinished'), founded 
by Alessandro Strozzi, 159a, from the design, never com- 
pleted, of Bernardo Bttontalenti. The part which exists is 
exceedingly stately. 

Opposite, is the Palazzo Quaratesi, which belonged to 
the Pazzr. The design was originally made by BrunelUschi 
for Andrea Pazzi, but was carried out by his son Jacopo. 
The courtyard is exceedingly admirable. The escutcheon 
in the comer is by Donatello. A beautiful _;&««/(;, or cresset, 
projects over the street The ' Cantonata dei Pazzi ' is still 
the scene of a ceremony observed from the time of the 
Crusades. 
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' Poptilai tradition najiates that in 1099 a Florentine of tlie name of 
Ranieio led 3500 TusciUis to support Godfrey of Bouillon in his attempt 
lo recover the Holy Land. Riuuero planted the first Christian standard 
on the walls of Jerusalem ; and in requital Godfrey permitleij him to 
cany back to Florence a light kindled at the sacred fire on the Saviour's 
tomb. Raniero started on horseback to return home, but finding that 
the wind, as he rode, would soon extinguish the light, be changed his 
position, and sitting with his face to the horse's tail, conveyed the 
sacred relic safely to Florence. As he passed along, all who met him 
called out that he was fiazui, or " mad," and thence arose the lamily 
name of the Fazzi. The light was placed in San Biagio ; and ever 
since, on Saturday in Passion week, a coal which is kindled there is 
borne on the Carroccio to the Cantonata dei Fazzi before it b taken 
lo the cathedral ; and, in both places, an artificial dove, symbolical of 
the Holy Spirit, by some mechanical contrivance is made to light a 
lamp before the sacred image at this comer, and on the high-altar of 
the cathedral.' — Htmer. 

On the opposite side of the street, at the comer of the 
Via degh Albizzi, is the Palazzo Montalvo, built in the 
reign of Cosimo I. by Ammanati. In the court is a bronze 
Mercury by Giovanni da Bologna. The ancient Palace of 
the Pazzi was demolished to build the National Bank. 

On the other side of the street is the Palazzo dei Galli, 
which has a suite of rooms painted by Giovanni di San 
Giovanni. A little farther is the Casa Londi, which bears 
an inscription, saying that Galuzzi, the historian of the 
Medici, died there. 

Immediately beyond is the interesting old frescoed 
Palazzo Akssandro, founded by Alessandro Albizzi, who, 
quarrelling with his brother, dropped the family name. 
Twenty-three priors and nine gonfaloniers sprang from the 
Alessandri, but amid their honours they never despised the 
trade from which they derived their wealth and power, and 
the iron cramps may still be seen upon which the cloth they 
continued to manufacture was spread out to dry in the sun 
on the roof of their palace. Some rooms, with old windows 
under pointed arches, are hung with cloth of gold and velvet 
from the palios won by the Alessandri at the horse-races 
in the Corso : some of the gold hangings are most magnifi- 
cent The Palace contains a few good pictures by Botticelli, 
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Pesellim, Fil. Lippi, »}aA.Jacopo da EmpoH, and some small 
sculptures b; DonaUUo and Mino da FiesoU. 

Lower down the street is an arch crossing one side of a 
piazzetta, being all that remains of the Church of S. PUtro 
Maggiore, where (Aug. 1525) Giovanni della Robbia was 
buried by the side of his uncle Luca (ob. Feb. 20, 1482). 
The Casa Casucdni stands on the site of one of the towers 
where Corso Donati defended himself gainst the people in 
the fourteenth century. The Palasso Valori, called Palazzo 
dei Visacci from the busts which adorn it, marks the site of 
the Palace of Rinaldo degli Albizzi, who died in erile at 
Ancona in 1452 for his opposition to the Medici. The 
existing palace was built by Bacdo Valori, whose bust is 
over the entrance. 

Before leaving the Via degli Albizzi we must remember 
that this was the scene of the miracle of S. Zenobio. 

' A French ladjr of noble lineage, who was peiforming a pilgrimage 
lo Rome, stopped at Fli»eiice on the way, in order to see the good 
bishop Zenobio, of whom she had heard so much, and, having received 
his blessing, she proceeded on to Rome, leaving in his care her little 
son. The day before her return to Florence the child died. She was 
overwhelmed with grief, and took the child and laid him down in the 
Boigo d^li Albizzi at the feet of S. Zenobio, who, by the efficacy of 
bis prayers, restored the child to life and gave him back to the arms of 
his mother, '^/amaen's 'Sacnd Art. ' 

Returning to the Via del Proconsolo and turning to the 
left, we reach, on the right, 

La Badia, founded by Willa, wife of the Marquis of 
Tuscany, in 993, for the Black Benediaines. She pre- 
sented the Abbot with a knife, to show that he might curtail 
or dispose of the property at his pleasure; the Staff of 
pastoral authority ; a branch of a tree as lord of the soil ; a 
giove, the sign of investiture ; and finally caused herself 
to be expelled to prove that she resigned all her former 
rights. The abbey was greatly enriched by her son Ugo, 
who was governor of Tuscany for Otto III. Losii^ his way 
in a forest, he had a hideous vision of human souls tor- 
mented by devils, and selling his property, endowed there- 
with seven religious houses, in expiation of the seven deadly 
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sins. Vgo is annually commemorated on S. Thomas's Day, 
when, till lately, some noble young Florentine has always 
declaimed his praises during the celebration of Mass. Dante 
alludes to this custom : — 

' Ciascun che della bella ins^na porta 

Del gran barone, U cui nome e 'I cui pr^o 
Lafesta di Toaiinasoriconforta.' — Par. xii. 127. 

The existing abbey was built hy AmoI/ttdiZa^ in 1250, 
but much altered by Afd/i^nt in 1625. The present graceful 

bell-tower was built in 1320, the original campanile having 
been pulled down as a punishment to the Abbot, because 
he refused to pay his taxes, and rang the bells to summon 
the Florentine nobles to support him. The door, of 1495. 
is by Benedello da Roveziano. 

The Church, in the form of a Greek cross, once con- 
tained many frescoes by Giotto, which have been destroyed, 
but it is still interesting from Its tombs. On the right of 
the entrance, under a delicately sculptured arch, is the 
sarcophagus of Gianozzo Pandolfini, Close by is an altar 
with beautiful reliefs by Bimdette da Majano (1442-97). 
In the north transept is an exquisite tomb by Mino da 
Fiesok to Bernardo Giugni, a famous Guelfic Gonfalonier, 
who died in 1466. 

* The figure of Justice on Ihis tomb is meagre in outline, though 
refined in conception and workmanship. The besl testimony to the vir- 
tues of Che occupant of this tomb, who served Florence as ambassador on 
several important occasions, and was made Cavallere and Gonfaloniere, 
is contained in these words of his hif^apher : ' " Beato alia citti di Fi- 
renze, se avesse avuto simili cittadini.'" — Perkins's ' Tuscan Sculptors.' 

In the south transept is the tomb of the semi-founder. 
Count Ugo of Tuscany, who died in 1000, erected by the 
monks in 1481. 

' The architectural features of Count Ugo's monument are, like those 
of the finest Tuscan lombs, an arched recess, within which is placed 
the recumbent statue upon a sarcophagus ; a charming Madonna and 
Child in relief in the lunette, below which is a figure of Cbarit; some- 

1 Biuicti, Arth. SI. II. iv. 



what too long in its proportions ; flying angels with a memorial tablet, 
two genii bearing shields, and an architrave sculptured with festoons 
and shells in low relief, compose its sculptured features.' — Perkins. 

Above this tomb is an Assumption by G. Vasari. On 
the left of this transept is the Chapel of the Bianchi, con- 
taining the Apparition of the Vii^n to S. Bernard, the 
best easel picture of MHppino Lippi. It was painted in 
1480 by order of Francesco del Pugliese for the church at 
La Camfora outside the walls, and was removed hither for 
safety during the siege of Florence in 1529. 

' Filippino fut peintre naturaliste ; mais il le fut sans scandal et en 
choisissant heureusemenl ses modules, comme on peut le voir dans le 
ravissant tableau de la Badia, qu'il peignit i l'3ge de vingt ans (14S0) et 
dont toutes les Inures sont des portraits de famille. Le Saint Bernard 
en est le principal personnage, et la Vieige qui lui apparalt, et les anges 
dont elle est accompagnee, sont tout simplement une mire enlout^ de 
ses enfanls j mais quelle mire et quels eiifants ! ' — Rio, L'Arl Chritien. 

There is a double cloister, with a well, and many frescoes 
in the upper storey, telling the history of S. Benedict and 
Subiaco, by NUolb d" Alunno. Near the entrance is the 
tomb of the ill-fated Francesco Valori, the friend of Savo- 
narola, who perished in the riot when S. Marco was 
besieged. 

' Finding that scarcely a feeble resistance was made within S. Marco, 
whilst the enemy without were hourly increasing in number and force, 
Francesco Valori was desirous of getting to his own house, in order to 
collect bis adherents, and make a more ene^etic defence from without. 
But his dwelling-place was suddenly surrounded tiy a great number of 
persons, and a mace-hearer arrived from the Slgnoiy requiring him to 
appear Immediately before them. He showed every desire to obey, 
feeling sure that he should be able, by his presence and authority, to 
make them ashamed of their conduct ; be therefore set out immediately 
with the mace-bearer for the Palazzo. He passed through the crowd 
with a lofty air and serene countenance, like a man confident in bis 
innocence, and who had never flinched before any danger. But they 
had scarcely reached the Church of S. Proculo when they were met 1^ 
some members of the Ridolfii and Tomabuoni families, relations of 
those of whose condemnation to death in the preceding August he had 
been the cause, and they at once attacked and killed him. In this way 
a public injury met reparation by private revenge ; and thus a valiant 
and honest citizen, who had always been the most powerful friend of 
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Sivonaiola, perished miserably. His wife, hearing the dchm, ran to 
the window in tenor, and in the midst of the confusion and {rightful 
cries (rf' her husband and his miudeiecs, a shot irom a cross-bow amot^t 
the crowd sent bee to be united to him in a better world. The 
maddened populace immediately entered, sacked, and set lire to the 
house ; and while they were carrying off the furniture of a bed, a baby 
that was asleep in it, a gpTuidson of Valori, was suffocated. The Sig- 
noiy neither then nor afterwards made any inquiry into these murders 
and outrages. ' — Villari. 

Opposite the Badia rises the massive Bargello, built as 
the Palace of the Podest^' the chief criminal magistrate of 
Florence. According to a law enacted when the office was 
created in 1199, the Podestk must always be a foreigner, a 
noble, a Catholic, and a Guelf. But in 1250 a Ghibelline 
named Ranieri da Montemurlo was elected, which caused 
an insurrection of the people, who chose a new governor, 
and fortified the old tower of the Boscoli and the adjoining 
btuldings as his residence. The chief power continued in 
the hands of the Podestk till 1462, when it was restrained 
by a tribunal called (from the round stones — ruote — which 
paved the hall in which they held their meetings) Giudici 
alia Ruota. The office of Podestk was finally abolished by 
Cosimo I., when the palace castle was assigned to the 
Bargello or Head of the Police. 

The greater part of the palace is due to Amolfo di Lapo. 
Upon the outside of the older tower, facing the Via del 
Palagio, were frescoes of the Duke of Athens and his asso- 
ciates, hanging, but they are no longer visible The bell 
within, called the Montanara, obtained the name of La 
Campana delle Armi, because it was the signal for citizens 
to lay aside their weapons and retire home 

The street below the Bargello witnessed, August i, 1343, 
one of the most frightful scenes of Florentine history. 
The Duke of Athens had taken refuge in the fortress, 
and the members of the noble Florentine families, Medici, 
Rucellai, and others, who had suffered from his tyranny, 
were besieging him. They demanded, as the price of his 
life, that the Conservatore GugHelmo d' Assisi and his son, a 

^ Open daily fnm lo to <■ Botruiefl, wcck^lays, t fr., Sundaya free. 
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boy of eighteen, who had been the instruments of his cruelty, 
should be given up to them. Forced by hunger, he caused 
them to be pushed out of the half-closed door to the popu- 
lace, who tore them limb from limb, hacking the boy to 
pieces first before his father's eyes, and then parading the 
bloody fragments on their lances through the streets. 



Staircase of the Bargcllo. 

The Bargello is now entered from the Via del Proconsolo. 
The courtyard is intensely picturesque and most rich and 
effective in colour ; its staircase was built by Agnoio Gaddt. 
Near the well in the centre many noble Florentines have 
been beheaded, including (1530) Niccolb de' Lapi, the 
hero of Massimo d" Azeglio's novel The arms of the Duke 
of Athens hang near the entrance, followed by those of the 
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two hundred and four Fodestks who ruled afterwards in 
Florence. The beautiful upper Loggia is attributed to 
Orcagna: it was once divided into three cells, the farthest 
of which was for the condemned. The Loggia contains 
three bells, one of them from a church near Pisa, by 
one Bartolommeo, a popular decorative artisan under 
Frederick II. 

On the right of the Lo^ia we enter the \st Hall, magni- 
ficent in itself, and surrounded by sculpture of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. (If the visitor should have to 
enter by the side staircase on the left of the court, he should 
turn at once to the left on entering the halls and begin with 
the farthest.) 
End Wall: 

Sacdo Battdiiulli. A&axa and Eve. 

Vincemio Danti. Statue of Cosimo I. 

Left Wall: 

Michilangilo. Bacchus and Satyr. 
Right Wall: 
t" 'DonaUllo. David, with the head of Goliath at his feet. 
Vincertxo DatUi. L'Onore e I'Inganno. 

Opposite Wall: 

Micktlangtlo. The dying Adonis — its general effect is confiised, 
and it is liiither injured by the badness of the marble. 

Micktiangxio. An unfinished group of Victory — the figure most 
awkws.rdly turned. 

Giovanni da Bologna. Virtue conquerii^ Vice. 

Between the statues aie 3, series of most wonderful relief represent- 
ing music and its effects, which were originally intended for the oigan- 
gatlery of the cathedral. The la^er and most remarkable are hy IJica 
deila Robbia, the others by Donatella. The reliefc of Luca della Robbia 
are the best. 

' They represent a band of youths, dancing, playing upon muacal 
instruments, and ^nging ; the expression in each chorister's face is so 
true to the nature of his voice, that we can hear the shrill treble, the 
rich contralto, the luscious tenor, and the sonorous bass of their 
quartette.' — Perkins's ' Tuscan Sculptors.' 

' These happy children standing or sitting in careless ease with their 
varied instruments in their hands, these feir.faced boys and maidens. 
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blowing long trumpets, sounding (heir harp and lyre, and clashing their 
cymbals as they go, singing all the while for gladness of heart, breathe 
ihe very spirit of music Not a detail is left out, not a touch foi^otten. 
We see the motion of their hands beating time as tbey bend over each 
other's shoulders to read the notes, the rhythmic measure of their feet 
as they circle hand in hand to Ihe tune of their own music, the very 
swelling of their throats as, with heads thrown back and parted lips, 
they pour forth their whole soul in song. Never was the innocent 



beauty, the unconscious grace, of childhood more perfectly rendered 
than in these lovely bands of curly -headed children thrilled through and 
through with the power and the joy of their melody, '-—CiwrcA QtiarUrty 
Rcviiiv, Oa. 1885. 

Hence, passing through an ante-chamber, we reach the 
Audietue Chamber of the PodeslA (the ^rd Halt), occupied by 
Walter be Brienne, Duke of Athens, during his reign, and 
decorated with his arms (for the restoration of which Florence 
apologises in an amusing inscription). The chimney-piece, 
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fire-irons, &c., are of his time. At the farther end was a cell 
where Fra Paolo, who began life as a Franciscan monk, and 
afterwards became a notorious brigand, was chained to the 
wall with an iron collar for thirty years, till he died at the age 
of eighty-one. The room is now used to contain the collec- 
tion of Majolica and Urbino ware brought to Florence on 
the marriage of Vittoria della Rovere with the Grand-Duke 
Ferdinand II, 

Beyond the Audience Chamber is the ancient Chafel (the 
4/A Hall) covered with frescoes by Gialto, of 1301, but ter- 
ribly ' restored.' On the entrance wall is Hell. Next, on 
the window wall, is the story of S. Nicholas of Bari. 
Between the windows is S. Venanrius ; beyond that the 
Daughter of Herodias dancing. The opposite wall is 
occupied by the story of S. Mary of Egypt 

On the east wall is Heaven, in which, to the right of the 
window, Dante is introduced, with his master Brunetto 
Latini. The figure of Dante has been greatly altered by 
restoration, but is still of great importance and interest. 

'The enthusiasm of the Florentines, when this portrait was dis- 
covered, resembled that of their ancestors when Bo^o Allegri received 
its name&om their rejoicings in sympathy with Cimibue. "L'abbiamo, 
il nostro poeta ! " was the universal cry, and for days afterwards the 
Bargello was thronged with a continuous succession of pilgrim visitors. 
The portrait, thoogh stiff, is amply satisfactory to the admirers of Dante. 
He stands there full of dignity, in the iKauly of his manhood, a pome- 
granate in bis hand, and wearing the graceful falling cap of the day — 
the upper part of his face smooth, lofty, and ideal, revealing theParadiso, 
as the stem, compressed, under-jawed mouth does the rnferno. There 
can be little doubt, from the prominent position assigned him in the 
composition, as well as from bis personal appearance, that this fresco 
was painted in, or immediately after, the year 1300, when he was one of 
the Priors of the Republic, and in the thirty-fifth year of his age — the 
very epoch, (he "meizo cammin della vita," at which he dates his vi^on. 
In February 1302 he was exiled.' — Lindsay's ' Chrislian Art.' 

The following rooms were the Apartments of the Podesth. 
The next room {t^th Hall, sometimes the entrance), which 
has a fresco of the Madonna between two saints, contains 
a beautiful collection of carvings in amber and ivory. 
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The 6/4 Sa// has, amongst other works of art, chiefly 
bronze : — 

*D(ma!tlla. Bronze statue of David with his foot on the head of . 
Goliath. 

'The youthful, undmped head, his face overshadowed by a shep- 
herd's hat wreathed with ivy, stands with one foot upon the head of his 
giant enemy, grasping a huge sword in his right hand, and resting his 
left against his hip. The care bestowed upon the whole work is visible 
even in the helmet of Goliath, which is adorned with a beautiful Stiac- 
ciato relief of children dragging a triumphal cat. ' — Pirkins'i ' Tuscan 
Sculptors: 

' With the exception of Michelangelo, no Tuscan sculptor had so 
marked an influence as Donatello upon the art of his time. He may, 
indeed, be called the Rrsl and greatest of Christian sculptors, as, despite 
his great love and close study of classical art, all his woitu are Christian 
in subject and in feeling, unless positive imitations of the Antique. It 
is not easy, therefore, to understand why many writers have called 
Ghiberli a Christian, and Donatello a Pagan in art. Both loved the 
Antique equally well, and each owed to the study of it his greatest ex- 
cellence, but certainly no work of Ghiberli can l>e pointed oat so 
Christian in spirit as the S. George, the S. John, the Magdalen, and 
many of Donatello's bas-reliefs. As' a man, as well as an artist, he 
approached fer more closely to the ideal of the Christian character, 
beii^ confessedly humble, charitable, and kind to all around him ; a 
firm friend, and an honest, upi^ht, simple 'hearted man, whose fair 
fame is not maned by a single blot.' — PirHnii 'Tuscan Sculptors.' 

' Ce chef-d'iEUvre r&Jise bien I'id^e qu'on se fait, d'apris le recit 
Wblique, du jeune berger Itansforme en triomphateur.' — Rio. 
H Vicchielto (1412). Cast of an aged face taken aiier death. 
Cigoli. Anatomical £gures in bioiue and wax. 

The ^^k Hall contains : — 

^Giovanni da Bologna. Statue of Mercury, and two bronie models 
executed in preparation for it ; also the sculptor's model for the Rape 
of the Sabines. 

' Who does not know the Mercury of Gian Boli^na, that airy youth 
with winged feet and cap, who, with the caduceus in bis band, and 
borne aloft upon a head of Aeolus, seems bound upon some Jove- 
commissioned errand ? Who has not admired its lightness and truth of 
momentary action, which none but an artist skillul in modelling and 
well-versed in anatomy could have attabed, since, Mercuiy-like, it has 
winged its way to the museums and houses of every quarter of the 
globe?' — Perkins's 'Tuscan Sculptors.' 
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' Though deficient in sentiment, it is full of life and animation. 
The face is veiy like those of Lionaido in type, the head is covered 
with clustering curls, and a light corselet protects the body. The left 
hand, which is very carefully studied, rests Upon the hip, while the 
right grasps a sword, with which the young hero is about to cut off the 
head of his fallen enemy. Meagre in outline, and poor In its forms, it 
is nevertheless a work of much merit.' — Perkins's ' Tuscan Scalflors.' 

' Verocchio's David, a lad of some seventeen years, has the lean, 
veined arms of a slone-hewer or gold-heater. As a faithful portrait of 
the liist Florentine prentice who came to hand, this statue might have 
merit but for the awkward cuirass and kilt that partly drape the figure.' 
— Syntands. 

Bemienulo Cellini. Model for the statue of Perseos. 

'Id. Bust of Cosimo I. 

Loreruo Ghibtrli. A btonie sarcophi^^s, with angels bearing a 
' wreath. 
I- Vineenao Danli. The Adoration of the Btaien Serpent — a relief. 

'Lorenso di Pittro di Lando, commonly called // Vteekiitta. A 
, scholar of Giacomo della Querela {141 2-1480). Monument of Mariano 
y Socino, brought from S. Domenico at Siena. 

' The head, which is not unlike that of Danle, appears to have been 
cast from life, as well as the hands and feet ; the drapery is hard and 
unpliable.'— /!w*mi'i ' Tuscan Sculptors.' 



Antonia Pollajuoh (over the monument of Socino). A bronze relief 
of the Crucifiiiion. 

BrunelUschi and Ghiberli. The bronze reliefs which they executed 
of the Sacrifice of Isaac, while competing for the gates of the Baptistery. 

' As we look at the model of Ghiberti side by side with that of 
Brunelleschi, we cannot understand how the judges could have hesitated 
between them, for wtiile Ghiberti's is distinguished by clearness of 
narration, grace of tine, and repose, Brunelleschi's is melodramatically 
conceived and awkwardly composed. In Ghiberti's Abraham we see 
a father who, while preparing to obey the Divine command, still hopes 
(or a respite, and in his Isaac a submissive victim ; the angel who 
points out the ram caught in a thicket, which Abraham could not other- 
wise and does not yet see, sets us at rest about the conclusion ; while 
the servants, with the ass which brought the fagots for the sacrifice, 
are so skilfully placed as lo enter into the composition without attract- 
ing our attention from the principal group. 

' Brunelleschi's Abraham is, on the contrary, a savage zealot, whose 
knife is already half-buried in the throat of hts writhing victim, and 
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who, in his hot haste, does not heed the ram which is placed directly 
before him, nor the imgel, who seizes his wrist to avert his blow ; while 
the ass and the two servants, each carrying on a separate action, fill 
up the foreground so obtrusively as to cal! off the eye ftom what should 
be the main pdnt of inleresl.' — Firkiais 'Tuscan Sculptors.' 

Ascending to the 2nd floor we find — 

The &tA HalL Adorned with frescoes by Andrea dtl Castagne, 1435. 
On the end wall is the Madonna with saints. On the right wall a 
beautiful figure of Justice deciding in favour of age against youth, and 
a Madonna by PtoUm. de Callio Seraphiaus. The frescoes of Italian 
celebrities, removed from the Vilhk Pandolfini at L^naia, are all by 
Casiagta. 

This is the best place for studying the works of this rare and re- 
markable painter, wlio, the son of a peasant, showed his chief power in 
the delineation of the lusty limbs and sinews which were characleristic 
of those amongst whom he was brought up. The features of those he 
painted generally reproduce the coarseness of his own passions. His 
greatest crime was the murder of his lundest friend Domenico Veneiiano, 
who had taught him the secret of oil-painting, of which he sought thus 
to be the sole possessor — and this he only confessed upon his death-bed, 
in his seventy-fourth year. 

'Cet artiste hypocrite, envieux, vindicatif, brutal, fiit tout aussi pen 
altrayant dans sa personne que dans ses osuvres. Plus ces personnages 
de la Villa Pandolfini se rapprochent, par leur caractire r&l ou suppose, 
du type favori d' Andrea del Castagno, c'est k dire du type le plus ana- 
logue ^ sa propre nature, plus il a su les rendre d'une maniire vigou- 
rense et saisissante. La figure de Farinata d^li Uberti fait presque peur 
il voir, et I'artiste, en la tra^ant, avait certainement pr^sente k 1'esprit 
la damnation de ce patriote athee, telle qu'elle est peinle dans !e dixi^me 
chant de "I'Enfer." II n'a pasr^ussi de ml me ^«'v le portrait d'Accaiuoli, 
brave et pieux fondateur de la Chartreuse de Florence, ni dans celui 
de Boccace, ni surtout dans celui de Dante, dont il pouvait comprendre 
les rancunes beaucoup mieux que le g^nie. La, seule figure vraiment 
grandiose qui soil sortie du pinceau d' Andrea est celle de la rebe Esther ; 
encore a-t-il plus consult^ son imagination que le r^t biblique, en trans- 
formant cette lilAatrice suppliante en liberatrice imperieuse.' — Rio. 

The beautiful stained glass, by Gu^iilmo di MarciUa, a Dominican 
monk (1470-1537), was intended for the cathedral of Cortona. 

The i)ik and lotk Halls (on the right) have some curious 
old furniture and beautiful works of the Kobbias — many of 
the latter being very grand specimens. Returning hence to 
the room with the CasCagno's frescoes, we enter the nth 
Hall, which contains the gems of the collection, which long 
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formed one of the most attractive parts of the Uffizi Gallery. 
This and the adjoining room are filled with the most touch- 
ing and instructive masterpieces of mediieval sculpture. 

' One feels that there is something in comman between us and the 
Middle Ages. Their names still exist in their descendants, who often 
inhabit the very palaces they dwelt in, and their very portraits by the 
great masters still hang in their halls ; whereas we know nothing of (he 
Greeks and Romans but their public deeds, their private life is blank to 
us.' — Mrs. SomeT-villi. 

In the centre of the room is — 

Donatello. Statue of S. John Baptist. 
Entrance Wall: 

* Btnidetls da Suvttaitto, c. 1507. (Themasterpieceofthesculptor.) 
The translation of S. Giovanni Gualberlo. This and the com- 
panion reliefs were brought from the tomb of S. Giovanni 
Gualberto in the monastery of S. Salvi, where soldiers were 
quartered in 1530, by whom they were terribly mutilated. 
The figures, however, glow with expression and power. The 
face of the dead saint has escaped. 
' After being left for fifteen years in the sculptor's studio outside the 
Porta Santa Croce, on account of the violent dissensions of the monks 
who had ordered it, the monument was broken to pieces by the papal 
and imperial soldiers during the si^e of 1530. Of the many life-size 
statues belonging to it, which stood in niches divided by pilasters, none 
escaped ; and of its bas-reliefs but five ; — 

1. San Pietro Igneo passing unscathed through the flames, by the 

help of S. Giovanni Gualberto. 

2. The monk Fiorenzo liberated firom a demon. 

3. The Death and Funeral of the Saint. 

4. The Removal of his Body from Passignano. 

5. The monks of S. Salvi attacked tiy heretics. 

Though many of these figures are sadly mutilated, enough remabs to 
attest their original excellence. The most beautiful relief Is perhaps 
that of the fimeial procession, in which the saint lies on a bier, which 
b borne aloft on the shoulders of monks. An angel with open wings 
walks beside the corpse, and a txiy possessed with a devil, who has 
been brought to meet it in hope of cure, struggles in the arms of his 
keepers. His distressed countenance and writhing form contrast most 
strikingly with the calm repose of the dead saint and the bright beauty 
of the attendant angel. Another excellent composition is that in which 
San Giovanni is represented beside the couch of the monk Fiorenzo, 
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who covers his face with his hands, to shut out (he sight of the demon, 
from whom he has been delivered by the saint's prayers. The other 
three bas-relie& ate mere fragments ; hardly a head remains upon any 
one <rf the figures. ' — Periinis ' Tuscan Sculptors. ' 

Above are other fragments of the shrine. 

Bust of Francesco Sassetti. 



'Jtonmanir. S. Giovanni GuEJberti driving away the Devil from the 

death-bed of the monk Fiorenzo. 
* Andrea Vtracchio. The death of Selva^ia di Maico degli Ales- 

sandri, wife of Francesco Tomabuonj, a Florentine merchant. 

She died in childbirth at Rome, where Verocchio was employed, 

1473-1476, to sculpture her monument. 

' For some unknown reason it was removed from (he church of S. 
Maria sopra Minerva (at Rome) and destroyed, with the exception of 
one bas-relief, representing the death of Selvaggia, who died in child- 
bed. Around the couch upon which the dying woman sits, supported 
by her attendants, stand her relatives and friends, one of whom (eats 
her hair In an agony of grief, while another, in striking contrast, crouches 
in silent despair upon the ground, her head enveloped in the folds of a 
thick mantle.' — Perkins's ' Tuscan Sctdflors.' 



Relief of Galeazzo Sforza. 

Relief of Federigo di Montefeltro, I>uke of Urbino. 

Left Wall: 

*R<niez3atK. S. Pietro Igneo passir^ through the fire al Setlimo, 
* Mino da FiesoU. Virgin and Child. 
"Donatello. The young S. John. 

' The hair is wonderfully treated, growing in the most natural way 
from the head, and idling about it in ringlets perfectly graceful in line, 
and almost silken in quality. The ancients were, indeed, unrivalled in 
their treatment of hair in the a,b3tiact, but no sculptor, ancient or 
modem, ever surpassed Donatello in giving it all its qimlities of growth 
and waywardness." — Perkins's ' Tuscan Sculptors.' 

n RossiUino. Bust of Matteo Palmieri (146S}. 
Bmeditio da Majano. Bust of Fielro MelUni (1474). 

.Coog[e 
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Entrance Wall : 

Michtlangila. Leda. 
- Miru da Fiesolt. Vi^n and Child. 
^ Id. Bust of Piero de' Medici, ' II Gottoso,' at thirty-seven, 1483, 

Bust of Niccoli Macchiavelli, 1495 — marvellous in cbaractei and 
expression. 

Left Wall : 

Veroechio, Madonim and Child. 
Mattio Civitali. Faith, 14S4. 

This figure embodies the best qualities of the artist — viz. , earnestness 
and religious feeling. When we see how trustfully Faith gaies towards 
heaven, we feel, as when looking at his angels at Lucca, and his 
Zacharias at Genoa, that the artist who sculptured them must have 
been a devout Christian, who himself knew how to pray. We would 
insist upon this quality in his works, because it is peculiar to them 
among those of his century. Many other cinquecento sculptors treated 
Christian subjects almost exclusively, and often with great expression, 
but no one did so with so httle conventionality and such depth of feehng 
as Ciy\laXt.'—Perkins'i 'Tuscan Sculptors.' 

*Jacofo della Qturda. A lovely relief of boys with a garland, sold 
' ' after the Ml of tbe Guinigi, Lords of Lucca, £rom the exquisite 

tomb of Ilaria Guinigi in the cathedral at Lucca, 1 1 5a 
!>- Sossellitto. Viigin and Child — 'like a Lorenzo di Credi in marble.' 

Id. Statuette of S. John Baptist. 
End Wall ; 
\y Luca della R<Mia. Crucifixion of S. Peter, and S. Peter delivered 
from prison. 
Mululangtlo. Bust of Brutus I. 
Id. Martyrdom of S. Andrew — an unfinished relief. 
Id. Mask of a Satyr, executed in his fifteenth year. 
Id. Holy Family — a relief. 
Bast of Giovanni de" MedJd. 
Window Wall : 

Bust of Battista Sforza, wife of Federigo da Monlefeltro, taken after 

death. 
Coronation of Charlemagne, thirteenth century. 

In the centre of the room : 

Battdetto da Majano. Statue of S. John Baptist, 
SansovinB. Statue of Young Bacchus. 

.C.ooglc 
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The 13/-4 JfaH has some fine French tapestries. 

In the left comer of the courtyard is a room containing 
some good tombs and Gothic fragments. In the court are 
some architectural remains belonging to Giotto's front of the 
Cathedral On the right of the court, beneath the staircase, 
is the entrance of a Great Hall, now /Ae Armoury, which was 
used as a torture-chamber. A round stone in the floor 
marks a trapdoor, beneath which quantities of human bones 
have been found. The door on the left of the room, by 
which condemned prisoners were brought in, is called La 
Porta della Morit. 

Just below the Bargelto is the Piazza S. Fireme, at the 
upper end of which stood the Church of S. ApoHinare, 
where Beccheria, Abbot of Vallombrosa, a leader of the 
Ghibellines, was beheaded in 1358. Dante places him with 
Ugolino amongst the traitors in the Inferno: — 

' Se fossi domandato, aJtii chi v* era, 
Tu hai dallato quel di Beccheria, 
Di cui seg6 Fioremalagorgiera.' — ixxii, 118. 

The uninteresting Church of S. Firtnze is supposed to 
occupy the site of a Temple of Isis. Close by, is the 
Palazzo Gondi, built 1501, from designs of Giuliano di San 
Galio ; the magnificent chimney-piece of the entrance hall 
is also due to him. At the head of the staircase is a fine 
statue of a Roman Senator, found in excavating for remains 
of the Temple of Isis. The Borgo dei Creel leads hence 
to Santa Croce : those especially interested in Florentine 
history may diverge to the right and visit the Piazza del 
Grano, with the picturesque loggia for com, built 1619 by 
Cosimo IL, whose bust decorates the front Hence, a narrow 
street leads to the Piazza di CasUUani, or di Giudici, where 
stood the Castle of Altafronte, afterwards sold to the Cas- 
tellani. An inscription on the opposite river-parapet com- 
memorates a horse of the Venetian ambassador killed by a 
shell in the siege of 15^9. 
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Hence, it is only a few steps to the PonU alU Grasu. 
The extreme picturesqueness of the ancient bridge was 
annihilated in 1874. It was built by Zapo, father of Amolfo 
de' Lapi, in 1235, for Rubaconte da Mandella, a Milanese 
Podestk. 

' Come a mail deslra, pet salire al monte 
Dove siede la Chiess, che soggioga 
La ben guidita sopm Rubaconte.' — Purg. xii. too. 

The name A/ie Grazie came from an image of the Virgin 
in a httle chapel on the right bank. The quaint houses 
which stood on the piers were originally hermitages erected 
by nuns who were shocked at the immorality of their 
convents, and who lived here in retreat — Romite del Ruba- 
conte — under the direction of one Madonna Apollonia. 
In one of these little houses was bom the Eeato Tommaso 
de' Bellacci, and in another the poet Benedetto Menzini, in 
1646. 

The street leading from the bridge to the Piazza S. 
Croce was once almost lined by the palaces and towers 
of the Alberti family. At the Canto ielU Colonnini, at the 
corner of the Borgo S. Croce, is a loggia which belonged to 
them, and which was once the workshop of Niccolb Grossi, 
sumamed Capanra (pledge) by Lorenzo de* Medici, because 
he refused to undertake any work unless he was partially paid 
in advance. Opposite this stood the Church of S. Jacopo 
tra Fossi, occupying part of the site of the Roman Am- 
phitheatre, in which San Miniato was twice exposed to wild 
beasts in the reign of Decius. In the neighbouring Boi^o 
S. Croce hved Giorgio Vasari. On one side of the Palazzo 
Cocchi, at the comer of the Piazza S. Croce, is a huge hinge 
— a remnant of the Porta delle Pere, spoken of by Dante, — 



The Borgo da GrtH is so called because the Byzantine 
Emperor and his brother, the Greek Patriarch, were lodged 
there during the Council of Florence, 1436. 

The Piazsa S. Croce was formerly used for the game of 
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Caieio, which, out of bravado to the enemy, was publicly 
played here during the siege of the town in 1529. In 
IZ50 the first popular parliament was held here, and here, 
in 1342, Walter de Brienne, Duke of Athens, first roused 
the populace against the nobles. The statue of Dante, by 
Fazzi, was placed here on the sixth centenary of his birth, 
1864. 

* Tender Dante toved his Florence well. 
While Florence now to love him is content ' 

E. Barrett-Brimming. 

Around are palaces, Barbtrmi; Stristori, by Bacdo 
d' Agnolo ; and Stttfa, once Antella, by Giulio Partgi, with 
remains of frescoes ; and, beneath the third window, a disk, 
marking a line drawn for those playing at Calcio. Some of 
the houses have hatched ornament — alio sgraffiato. 

The Church of Santa Crocevas begun in 1297, by Fran- 
ciscan monks, from the designs of Amoifo di Lapo, but little 
remains of the original building externally; the modem 
fa9ade, a feeble work of Nicola Malas, due to the generosity 
of an Englishman, Mr. Francis Sloane, was only finished 
in 1863. In the north porch are some mediaeval sarco- 
phi^i. 

The interior is striking from its vast size, and the beau- 
tiful stained glass gives some richness of colour, but it is 
spoilt by the brown and white wash with which it is covered 
and by its bam-befitting roof. It is a great feature of the 
nave that it has no side chapels. The chancel is almost 
entirely of the time of Amoifo di Lapo. Many of the 
beautiful frescoes which it once contained were destroyed 
in the sixteenth century, but, from its tombs, the church 
may, in a manner, be regarded as the Westminster Abbey 
of Italy. 

' In Santa Croce, as at Westminsler Abbey, the present destination 
of the building was no pait of the original design, but was the result <^ 
various conve^we causes. As the church of one of the two great preacb' 
ing orders, il had a nave large beyond all proportion lo its choir. Thai 
order being the Franciscan, bound by vows of poverty, the simplicity 
of the worship preserved the whole space clear from any adventitious 
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ornaments. TTie popularity of the Franciscans, especially in a convent 
hallowed by a visit from S. Francis himself, drew to it not only the 
chief civic festivals, but also the numerous families who gave alms to 
the friars, and whose connection with the church was, for this reaKin, 
in turn encouraged by (hem, In those graves, piled with the standards 
and achievements of the noble families of F!oience, were successively 
interred — not because of their eminence, but as members or Iriends of 
those families — some of the most illustrious personages of the fifteenth 
century. Thus it came to pass, as if liy accident, that in (he vault 
of the Buonarroti was laid Michelangelo ; in the vault of the Viviani 
the preceptor of one of their house, Galileo, From these two burials 
the church gradually became the recc^nised shrine of Italian genius. ' — 
A. P. Slanlty. 

' The church of Sania Croce would disappoint you as much inside as 
out, if the presence of great men did not always cast a mii^led shadow 
of (he awfkil and beautiful over our thoughts. ' — Ltigk Hunt. 

' In Santa Croce's holy precincts lie 
Ashes which make it holier, dust which is 
Even in itself an immortality. 
Though there were nothing save the past, and this. 
The particle of those sublimities 
Which have relapsed to chaos : — here repose 
Angelo's, Alfieri's bones, and his. 
The starry Galileo, with his woes ; 
Here Machiavelli's earth, retum'd to whence it rose,' 

Bynm, ' Childt Harold.' 

In 1514S. Croce became celebrated for the extiaordinai; 
religious revival under Fra Francesco da Montepulciano, 
who preached sermons so awful that his vast audience would 
sometimes cry ' Miserlcordia ! ' with one voice, at other times 
almost seemed as if they had lost their senses with horror 
and grief. 

Over the interior of the west door is a statue of S, Louis 
of Toulouse by Donatella — not a good work of the sculptor, 
who said that it was quite good enough for a man who had 
been so foolish as to exchange his kingdom for a monastery. 
The rose-window is from a design of Lorenzo Ghibertt. 
Below it is a tablet with the monogram of our Saviour and 
the inscription — 'In nomine Jesu omne genu flectatur 
coelestium, terrestrlum, et inferorum.' This, originally 
placed by S. Bernardino himself (1437) on the fe^ade of 
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the church, is of the greatest interest as connected with 
his stoty.i 

The church is almost surrounded by monuments to the 
great men of Italy. 

' Cette ^lise de Santa-Croce contient la plus brillante assemble de 
moits qui soil peut'Stie en Europe.' — Madanu de SlaH. 

Few, however, of these tombs have any artistic interest 

' See those huge tombs on ;out i^lit hand and left, with their alter- 
nate gable and cound tops, and the paltriest of all possible sculpture, 
trying to be grand 1^ bigness, and pathetic by expense.' — Ruikin. 

Making the round of the church we see : — 

Right af main Entrance. The great roodein tomb of A. G. B. 
Niccolini, and the monument, with a portrait, of Domenico Sestint, the 
numismatist, ob. 1837. 

Right Aiili. A monument to Daniel Manin, the Venetian patriot. 

Btyond thi 1st Altar. The tomb of Michelangelo, ob. 156?. by 
GisrgiQ Vasari. Michelangelo is said to have himself chosen the posi- 
tion of his monument, that when the doors were open the cupola of the 
cathedral might be visible from his tomb. At the luneral of the great 
artist (March 16) Brondno and Vasari walked as the representatives of 
painting ; CeJlini, appointed as the representative of sciJpture, was pre- 
vented by illness from attending. 

On the opposite column (makii^ a bit of interior dear to artists) is 
a Madoima and Child by AtU. RessitUno, as a monument to the Nori 
family. This monument is said to have served as a model to the relief 
of Michelangelo, in his first manner.* Beneath lies Francesco Nori, 
President of the Republic, who threw himself in the way to receive the 
blow intended for Lorenzo de' Medid, in the conspiracy of the Pazd, 
and died in his stead. L!o X. granted an iitdulgence lo all who should 
pray for the soul of Francesco Nori. 

Between the 2nJ and 3rd Altars. The monument to Dante (buried 
at Ravenna), by Rieci (1839). Michelangelo olTered to undertake this 
work, and was refused. 

Zr J Altar, Vasari. Christ before CaJaphas — much faded. 

Between the yd and ^th Chapels. The monument of Alfieri (l74£>- 
1803), erected by Canava for his widow, the Countess of Albany.' 
Near this, the remains of Ugo Foscolo, who died in England, 1827, are 
temporarily laid. 

1 Sec IhEChapUrDnSienain'CitiesorCrDtnil Italy.' 
» S«e Rio, ' Chrisibn Art.' 

■ Allicri said that the kiTe of haa first came tii him a> he was wtViia^ amoDESl 
the illustrious dead in thi> church ofSaota Cr«e. 
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Between tke^k and$lh Altars. Tomb of Macchiavelli, by Jrtnixeiae 
Spinaizi, erected in 1787. 

' Le grand-due L<iopold lui fit ^riger ce tombeau de majbre, sur 
leqoel on grava celte ^pitaphe, dont la forme concise ne diasimule pas la 
pompeuse expression ; /Pa' 

"Tanto nomini nullum par lBg«^i)ijn." 



Ce nom est grand, sans nul doute ; mais si grand ou plut6t si 
c^l6bre qu'il soil, I'eloge, bien que dise I'dpilaphe, ne sautait lui 6tre 
appliqu^ sans tes plus expresses reserves, Mort dans I'obscurit^, 
m^connii en Italie, ignor^ en Europe, Nicholas Machiavel avail cach^ 
jusque-li son genie el sa gloire sous la modeste appellation de secretaire 
des Dix, qu'il gatda meme dans ses legations les plus imporlantes, oil 
il ne fut jamais, & cause de sa pauvrete, honore du litre d'ambassadeur. 
Or, par une Strange fortune, i peine est-il moit, que la renommee se 
saisit de son nom. EUe I'emporle au loin dans son vol, pour le livrer, 
quatre siicles durant, 4 des jugements aussi contradictoires que les prin- 
cipes de I'ecrivain el que les doctrines de cette politique iramorale n^e 
en Ilalie au temps des Borgia, inaugur^e en France par Catherine de 
M^dids, et stigmatise pour la premiere fois par Bayle du nom de 
machiavelisme.' — Danlitr, ' V Ilalie.' 

Near the tomb of Macchiavelli is buried Filippo Poggio, the satirist, 
who served the Church for half a century with great personal devotion, 
yet was relentless in the sarcasm with which he pursued the vices of the 
cletgy and the follies of the monks. 

Between the yi ami 6lh Altars. Tomb, with a medallion, of Luigi 
Lanzi (1731-1810), who wrote the ' History of Painting.' 

Close by, above the lomb of Benedetto Cavalcante, a monk of S, 
Croce, is the fresco of S. John Baptist and S. Francis, which is the 
only remnant of the paintings which once covered the side walls of the 
church. It is by Andrea del Castagno. Close beside this is an Annun- 
ciation by Dotiatelto. 

Beyond the side door is the interesting contemporary monument 
of Leonardo Bruno, sumamed Aretino (ob. 14^^), who (ells us in his 
' Commentaiies ' how, as a boy, he used to gaie on the portrait of 
Petrarch, and pray that be might be his worthy follower ; and who, 
amongst many other works, reached the height of reputation in his 
' History of Florence,' a work then unique in Italy, whidi was laid upon 
his breast at his fiineral, when hia corpse was crowned in S. Croce by 
Gianozio Manetli. The tomb is by Rosiellino, with a lunette above l^ 
Verocckia. 

' L'ceuvre et I'artisle ^laient egalement dignes d'un tel continualeur ; 
car depub Donatello on n'avait rien vu d'aussi grandiose en fait de 
sculpture s^pulcrale. Ce caractere est empieint non seulement sur les 
lignes prindpales, maw aussi sur les details ai ' 



S. CROCB. 79 

avec une la^eur de style lout k fait impceante. Les omements Utcraux, 
le saicophage, les deax aigles ii ailcs deploy^es qui le soittieoDent, lout 
cela est eufcutrf non seulement avec le goflt le plus exquis, mais avec la 
verve d'une imagination veritablement po^tique. La figure principale 
est aussi caracterisee que le permel Taffaissement des traits aprfa la 
mort, el I'on voit que I'artiste s'est surtout attach^ k exprimer Vidie 
d'une grande puissance iolellecluelle.' — Jiia, ' UArt Chrilien.' 

Near the entrance of the transept is a monument to Leopoldo Nobili 
( 1 784-1833), remarkatJe for his scientific discoveries. The slab tombs 
in the pavement near this deserve notice. 

South Transept. Passing the tomb of the minister, Prince Corsini, 
is the Chapel of the Holy Sacrament, originally adorned with frescoes by 
Cherardo Stamina (1354-1406), but these were probably retouched and 
altered by Agnolo Gaddi. They relate to the lives of our Saviour, of S. 
Anthony, and S. Nicholas of Ban. Here are two large Robbia statues 
of S. Dominic and S. Bernardino. The lomb of the Countess of Albany 
(ob. i8j4) is by SanlarelH. 

South Transept. Baroncilli Chapel. On the right of the entrance 
is a beautiful Gothic monument by NiccoiA Pisano. On the left wall are 
some interesting frescoes relating to the life of the Virgin, by Taddeo 
Gaddi, the favourite pupil and godson of Giotto ; and, facing these, a 
fresco of the Virgin giving the Cintola to S. Thomas, by Sebasliano 
Mainardi of S. Gemignano (the brother-in-law of Ghirlandajo)— his 
best work. A marble figure of the dead Christ is by Baccio Bandinelli. 

Beyond this chapel a door opens into a passage. Here is a wooden 
crucifix attributed to Marghtritone (1136), and supposed to have been 
presented by him to the GhibelUne chieftain, Farinata dt^lj Ubetti, in 
gratitude for his having saved Florence from being raied to the ground 

* Ma fu' io sol coli, dove solferto 

Fu per dascun di torre via Fiorenza, 

Colui, che !a difese a viso aperto.' — Dante, Inf. x. 91. 

Hence we enter the 

Capptla Medici, where the body of Galileo rested, from his death 
is 1642 till 1757, when it was removed to the nave of the church, 
together with that of his pupil, Vincenzio Vivani (ob. 1703), who had 
been laid beside him. 

The chapel is now a museum of the best Church art We see, 
beginning from the right : — 

Mine da FiesoU (1433-84). A Ciborium. 

25, Lertnto di Niccoli Fiortntina. The Coronation of the Virgin. 

36. School of Giotto. Madoima and Child with Saints. 

Mine da Fiesole. Madonna and Child with Angels. 

Altar. Luca dilla Rotbia. A grand Coronation of the Vi^in. 

Lortnu di Crtdi. The Circumdsion. 
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24. GiffilB. Madonna and Child enthroned, with Saints, 
ai. Orcagna. S. Giovanni Gualberto, with four scenes from his life. 
*Giellp. TheCotonationofthe Virginia magnificent altar-piece, in 
five panels, insciibed ' Opus magistri Jocti.' 

'This picture has long been a standing-piece for the critics of GioUo's 
st^le. Let the student majk how admiiabty the idea of 3. heavenlf 
choir is cendered — how intent the choristers on their canticles, the 
players on their melody — how quiet, yet how full of purpose — how 
characteristic and expressive are the faces, how appropriate the grave 
intentness and lender sentiment of some angels, how correct the action 
and movement of others — bow grave, yet how ardent the saints, how 
admirably balanced the groups.' — Cnwe and CicaalcasilU. 

On the left of the passage leading to the chapel is The Sacristy, built 
by the Peruui, ornamented with frescoes by the pupils of Giotto, and 
fine intaisialura. by Gimianiti di Michik. The Sacristy opens into the 
Capptlla Rinucciai, entirely covered with frescoes by Taddto Gaddi. 

' The history of the Virgin is represented on the left wall, that of 
the Magdalen on the right. In the former series the Dedication of the 
Virgin is peculiarly beautiful. She ascends the steps of the temple, look- 
ing up at the High Priest, who stands under the archway in readiness to 
receive her, while ftom an adjacent clobler the band of maidens, whom 
she is about lo join, press forward with curiosity to see their new play- 
mate, the foremost c^ (hem holding a guitar. Immediately at the foot 
of the staircase stand two little children, a boy and a girl, (he brother 
with his arm round the sister's neck ; other children look on in the 
right comer, their parents kneeling in adoration, and at the opposite 
extremity of the fresco stand Joachim and Anna, gazing after the l^ht 
of their old eyes, whom they have thus parted from, it would seem, for 
ever. No less beautiful are the three frescoes on the opposite wall, 
representing our Saviour in the house of Laiarus, the Resurrection of 
the latter, and (he "Noli me tangere." In the first, Mary is seen seated 
on a little stool at the feel of our Saviour, looking calmly and humbly 
up in his face, while Martha, inmiediately behind her, expostulates ; the 
composition is admirable, and the expression full of sweetness. The 
Resurrection is a repetition, or rather variation, of Giotto's in the chapel 
of the Bargello, and the "Noli me langere" similarly recalls (he master's 
memory 1 the two women, to whom the angels are saying, " He is not 
here, but is risen," to the right of (his, though in the same compartment, 
are more original, and full of grace and beauty. 

' These frescoes are full of calm but deep feeling ; (he compodrion 
is singularly simple and dramatic ; the heads are fiill of character, and 
there are many new ideas ; the composition also is excellent It is his 
^mpte unstudied grace on which Taddeo's character must rest, as one 
of the steps in the ladder of early art.' — Lindsay's ' Christian Ari.' 
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Returning to the east end of the church, the next chapel is 
• The Cappeila Veilitli, adomed with the l^end of Monte Ga^no 
in fresco by a pupil of Giotio. The allaj-piece is an Assumption by 
Crist. Allari. 

The Cappeila Soderini has a celling by Giavanni di S. Giovanni. 

The Cappeila Riccardi contains the tombs of Joseph Bonaparte, his 
wife Julia Clary (1845), and his daughter Charlotte. The chapel was 
bought by Joseph in 1840, because arms of the Bonaparte family, dating 
from 1300, were found in its vaults. The body of King Joseph was ex- 
humed and removed to France by the Emperor Napoleon III. in 1863. 

The Cappeila Peruzzi contains frescoes by Giotto, which were rescued 
from whitewash in 1S63, and the admirer of Giofto may now study here 
the finest series of pictures which he ever produced. One side of the 
chapel is devoted to the life of the Evangelist, the other to thai of the 
Baptist. Perhaps the most remarkable of the series are the Raising of 
Drusiana and the Ascension of the Evangelist. 

' Giotto imagined S. John rising from the tomb in the centre of the 
church whose lines are broken by the descent of the Saviour and his 
celestial guard, who, stooping, help the aged apostle lo ascend, and 
shed around him the rays of their glory. To the right of the opening, 
a prostrate form seems to have been struck down by the wondrous 
brightness that prevails, and hides his head in his hands. Another, 
looking up, is forced to guard his eyes with his palm. Behind appear 
the ministers of religion with the cross, the book, and tapers. To the 
left of the grave, one stands with his finger to his mouth in doubtful 
thought. Immediately in front of him an aged disciple bends an 
inquiring glance into the grave ; a third, in rear of the latter, has 
looked, and seems to rise from a stooping attitude with an expression 
of conviction; a fourth, satisfied, expresses wonder; whilst a fifth, 
looking up, is surprised, for he sees S. John ascending. In these five 
figures, Giotto reajised a sequence of ideas as plainly almost as if he 
had spoken ; and this is one of the greatest triumphs of exX..^—Crewi 
atid Caniaicasdle. 

The Cappeila Bardi was adomed with frescoes by Giotio treating of 
his favourite subject, the life of S. Francis, but modem 'restoration' 
has replaced ihem by some coarse tempera paintings. The finest scene 
was that of the Sullan throned, with S. Francis on his left, ofTering to 
undergo the trial by fire, and his terrified courtiers on his right. The 
figures on either side the window were also very line, especially that of 
S. Elizabeth of Hungary, which m^ht be regarded as a masterpiece 
of the artist. The altar-piece is the famous portrait of S. Francis by 
Ciniabtie, surrounded by little scenes from his life. 

In the Choir, the walls have frescoes by Agtiolo Gaddi ; on the left 
the History of the True Cross, which is told in eight compartments. 
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1. Seth, during an illness of Adam, praying at the gate of Paradise, 

leceives a branch from the Tree of Knowledge from an angdl, 
who instructs him to plant it in his father's heart, who will be 
healed of his sickness when it grows into a tree. 

2. The tree, having been cut down by Solomon to be used in the 

building of the Temple, and being found unsuitable and thrown 
Bade, is seen by the Queen of Sheba, who, in a vision, beholds 
the Saviour crucified upon it, and, ^ling down, worships. 

3. The tree, havii^ been cast by Solomon into the pool of Beth- 

esda, and having given it healing powers, is found floating 
there by the Jews, and taken out to be used as the Cross of 
oui Saviour. 

4. The Cross, after the Crucifixion, having been Inuied for 300 

years, is discovered by the Empress Helena, who distii^mshes 
the True Cross from the others by its powers in healing a sick 

5. The Cross is carried in procession by Helena, and becomes an 

object of veneration. 

6. Chosroes, King of Persia, takes Jerusalem, and carries off the 

part of the True Cross left there by Helena. 

7. Chosroes is conquered t^ the Christian Emperor Heraclius, and 

bdjeaded in his tower, and the Cross is rescued. 

8. Heraclius attempts to bring the Cross in triumph to Jerusalem, 

but is rebuked by an angel for riding on his charger through 
the gates which our Lord entered on an ass, and walks bare- 
foot into the city with the Cross upon his shoulder. In the 
comer of this fresco, the painter, Agnolo Gaddi, is introduced, 
with a red hood. 
The next remarkable chapel is the fifth to the left of the altar— 
The Cappitla S. Silvtstro, containing the tomb of Bettino de' Bardi, 

with a ftesco portrait of him rising from his tomb at the Resurrection, 

by Giatlino (the ' Maso ' of Ghiberti. ) 

' Our Saviour appears in the sky, coming in judgment, attended by 

angels blowing the trumpet and holding the instruments of the passion ; 

—the sarcophagus is of stone, but all the rest within and beneath the 

arch in fresco ; the background is a rocky wilderness of mountains ; 

Ubertino rises in armour, a pale bul composed countenance, bis hands 

joined in prayer, feature and attitude ahke expressive and sublime.' — 

Lindsay's ' Christian Arl.' 

Another fine Bardi tomb stands by that of Bettino. 
The right wall of the chapel is covered with frescoes by the same 
artbt rekting to the history of S. Silvester. 

' A work of great merit, more espedally as regards the attitudes of 
the figures, whidi are most beautiful.' — Vasari. 
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Next, at the end of the North Transepl, is the 

CapptUa Nicolitti, where the Laudesi, who sang the praises of the 
Virgin, were buried. The indifferent statues are hy FratuaviHa. 

The next chapel, 

Cappdla SS. Lortnte i SiefoTU), with a beautiful iron screen, has 
another fine monument of the Baidi family. 

In the adjoining chapel, 

Cappella Salviati, is the touching tomb of the Countess Zamoiska, 
ob. 1837, by Baiiolini. Here is a, monument to Luigi Canina, (he 
aichEeoli^ist, 1836. 

Reluming to the nave, we find the tombs of Raphael Mo^hen, by 
FcmUKiMotti, and of Antonio Cocchio with a fine bust. Then comes 
the glorious tomb of Carlo Marsuppini, Chancellor of Florence, secretory 
to Pope Eugenius IV. , celebrated for his lectures on classical literature, 
ob. 1455 ; it is by Disidirio dt Stttignaiui, described by Giovaiuu Santi, 
lather of Raffaelie, as ' II bravo Desider si dolce e bello. ' 

'This is one of the three finest tombs in Tuscany — the best ex- 
ample of the delicate, sweet, and captivating manner of its sculptor. 
Desiderio has represented Marsuppini dressed as a civilian, with a book 
upon his breast, lying upon a sarcophagus, whose base, at each end of 
which stand genii holding shields, is adorned with sphinxes, festoons, 
and various ornamental devices ; the arched recess in which the monu- 
ment stands is crowned by a (laming vase, with graceful angels 
holding festoons which fall upon the sides of the arch. The lunette 
contains a group in alto-relief of the Madonna and Child adored by 
angels. Although eveiy part of its surface is covered with elaborate 
omamenl, yet, owii^ to the exquisite delicacy with which its details 
are sculptured, the effect of the whole mass is extremely rich without 
being overloaded.' — Perkins's 'Tuscan Sculptors.' 

Beyond the door of the north aisle is the tomb of Fossombroni, 
minister to the Grand-Dukes Pielro, Leopoldo, and Ferdinando III., 
ob. 1S44. Then a plaster monument, with a statue, commemorates 
Donatello. Lastly, we reach the tomb of Angelo Tavanti, the jurist, 
1781 ; of the learned Pompeo Signorini, 181Z ; of the historian, Gio- 
vanni Lamio ; and the monument of Galileo by Faggini. Two huge 
monuments near the last columns of the nave, by Sanlgrelli and Barto- 
iini, commemorate members of the Albert! family. In the centre of 
the nave is a flat tomb, with an incised figure and mcsaic border, to 
John Ketterick (spelt Catricit), Bishop of Exeter, who died here in 
1419, on a mission from Henry V. to Pope Martin V. Many others 
of the monumental slabs and Incised ligures let into the pavement are 
deserving of study, especially one in bold relief of ' a Galileo of the 
Galilei, who in his time was head of philosophy and medicine, and who 
also in the iiighesl magistracy loved the republic marvellously.' The 
Pulpit, of 1493, is a beautiful work of Bemditto da Majano. 
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Left of the main entrance is the tomb of Gino Capponi. 
Outside the church on the soutti is an arcade ornamented 
in fresco by pupils of Taddeo Gaddi. It looks down upon 
a very picturesque cloister which ends in the Chaptl of the 
Pazsi, one of the best works of Filippo Brunelleschi. The 
dome outside and the friezes within are richly omamenled 
with Delia Robbia work. In the cupola are the Twelve 
Apostles and the Four Evangelists. The chapel was used 
as a chapter-house, and in it four thousand monks listened 
to the regulations issued by Pius V, for the establishment of 
the Inquisition in Florence. 

Near the entrance of the chapel, amongst other monu- 
ments, is the fine tomb of Gastone della Tone da Milano, 
Bishop of Aquileja, ob. 1317. 

'A chaque pas qu'on fait dans la ville natale de Dante, on rencontre 
des objets qui rappellent quelques peintuies ou quetques allusions deson 
po^me. Pour en citer un entie mille, dans le cloltre de Santa-Croce 
sont des tombeaux du moyen-Sge, soutenus par des cariatides qui, le 
con plii et la tete penchee, semblent g^mir sous le fardeau qu'elles 
sontiennent Danie avait en vne de lelles cariatjdes quand il leur com- 
parail I'attitude des superbes, coorWs SOUS le poids des rochers qu'ils 
portent, attitude expiim^e dans des vers que je n'essaie pas de traduire, 
mais qui peignent admirablenient I'esptee de fatigue qu'on epiouve jl 
legarder ces ligures. II seoible, en lisant les vers du po^e, qu'on voit 
poser devant lui son module.' — Amfire. 

On the left of the Cloister is the Refectory, which contains 
the Cenacolo of Giotto. Above it is the Crucifixion with the 
Tree of Jesse leading up to it. At the sides are scenes in 

the lives of S. Benedict and S, Francis. 

' A long table extends across the picture from side to side ; in the 
middle, and fronting the spectator, sits the Redeemer ; to the right, 
Sl John, bis head reclining on the lap of Christ ; next to him, Peter ; 
after Pelei, St. James Major ; thus placing together the three favomrile 
disciples. Next to St James, SI. Matthew, St Bartholomew, and a 
young beardless apostle, probably St Philip. 

' On the left hand of our Saviour is St. Andrew ; and next to him 
St. James Minor (the two St. Jameses bearing the traditional resem- 
blance to Christ); then St. Simon and St Jude; and lastly a young 
apostle, probably St. Thomas. Opposite to the Saviour, and on the 
near side of the table, sits Judas, apart liom the rest, and in the act of 
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dippii^ his hand into the dish. Il b evident that the moment chosen 
1^ the artist is, " He that dippeth with me in the dish, the same shall 
betray me." 

' The arrangement of the table and figures, so peculiarly fitted for a 
refectory, has been generally adopted since the time of Giotto in pictures 
panted for this especial purpose. The subject is placed on the upper 
wait of the chamber ; the table extending fiota side to side ; the tables 
of tbe monks are placed, as in the dining-rooms of out collies, length- 
ways ; thus all can behold the divine assembly, and Christ appears to 
preside over and sanctiiy the meal.'— ^/amfiiwi'j 'Sacred Arl.' 

Since the suppression of the convents many other frag- 
ments of frescoes by Taddeo Gaddi, Cimabue, &c., have 
been collected here. In the inner and smaller refectory 
is a fine fresco by Giovanni diS. Giovanni, of the multipli- 
cation of loaves by S. Francis. 

In this part of the Convent, the Inquisition held its 
tribunals from 1184 to 1782. It was in the Convent of 
S. Croce that Sixtus V,, as a monk, went stooping as if in 
decrepitude, ' looking for the keys of St. Peter.' 

In the Palazzo delta Crocetta near S. Croce (Via della 
Colonna) is the Museo Efrusco, containing a fine collection 
of ancient vases, cippi, &c. Here also is a fine collection 
of ancient tapestries, removed from the galleries between 
the Uffizi and Pitti and brought from the old Tuscan palaces. 

The Via de" Malcontenli {^q called because criminals were 
led along it to execution), on the north of S. Croce, contains 
the Pia Casa dl Lavoro, or Workhouse, erected on the site 
of two convents, the Monte Domini and the Monticelli. 

' It was b the old convent of Monticelli that Piccorda Donati, the 
sister of Corso Donati, and a cousin of Gemma Donati, the wife of 
Dante Alighieri, took the veil, as Sister Costania. Piccaida became a 
nun to avoid a marriage with Messer Rossellino della Tosa ; but her 
father, Sinione Donati, and her brother Corso carried her forcibly ftom 
her refuge, and insisted on her union with Delia Tosa. No sooner had 
the marriage ceremony ended, than Piccarda threw herself on her knees 
before the Crucifix, entreating for protection, when she suddenly became 
so ill that her father was constrained lo yield to her request, and lo send 
her back to her convent, where she died in eight days. Dante has 
placed Piccarda in Paradise in the moon, or lowest heaven, reserved for 
those who have involuntarily broken their vows.' — Hortur. 
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The next street which runs parallel to the ' Malcontenti ' 
is the Via Ghibellina, named, in 1361, after the Ghibelline 
victory at Monte-Aperto. Here was the convent of ih* 
Murate, whither the famous Caterina Sforza, Duchess of 
Forli, retired after a most adventurous life, in 1498, being 
then only in her thirty-ninth year, and where she continued 
to reside till her death in 1509, She was buried in the con- 
vent chapel, but her tomb was wilfully broken up, and her 
remains thrown away (!) on the recent conversion of the 
building into a State prison. Here, in 1519, Catherine 
de' Medici was placed under the protection of the nuns, 
being then only seven years old. 

In the Via Allegri, which crosses the Ghibellina, was the 
studio of Cimabue (1240-1300), who, says Vasari, 'gave 
the first light to the art of painting.' His most important 
works remain in his rwtive city. 

'Cimabfle knew more of the noble art than any other man } but he 
was so aiTi^aiit and proud withal, that if any one discovered a fault in 
bis work, or if he perceived one himself, he would imiantty destroy 
that work, howevec costly it might be.' — ' Anonim«' cmamentaling oxx 



The Aaademia Fitarmonka and the Pagliano Theatre, in 
the Via Ghibellina, occupy the site of the historical prisons, 
called the Stinche. On the stairs of the Accademia is a 
curious fresco called the 'Scimia della Natura,' attributed 
to Giottino; it is an allegory relating to the expulsion of 
the Duke of Athens. A tabernacle, on the exterior of the 
Accademia, of a merchant bestowing alms upon the pri- 
soners, while the Saviour and angels look on, is by Gio- 
vanni di San Giovanni. 

In the neighbouring Via del Jvsso is the Palazzo Conte 
Bardi, a graceful work of Brunetkscht. 

Behind the Pagliano is the little Church of S. Simone, 
where Raffaellino del Garbo is buried. 

Opposite the Pagliano (No. 64 Via Ghibellina) is 
the House of Michelangelo Buonarroti (No. 7588), which, in 
1858, was bequeathed to the city of Florence by Cosimo 
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Buonarroti, a descendant of the brother of the great master. 
The house is shown on Thursdays. 

Id the isi Salaan is a. statue of Michelangelo by Anlonio Notiilti. 
The ind Saloon is surrounded with oil-pajotings relating to the life of 
Michelangelo, and contains a picture called (he Vii^n and Sainta 
(never was anything less saint-like), and beneath it, a hopelessly con- 
fused and ugly relief called the Battle of Hercules and the Centaurs. 
From the yd Saloon is an entrance to the tiny study of Michelangelo, 
where bis table ajid crutches are preserved, and a picture said to repre- 
sent Viltoria Oilonna, The ^Ih Saloan contains a bust of Michelangelo 
1^ Giov. da Bologna, sketches of the Crucifixion, and a Holy Family 
in marble and bronie. In the S'* Saloim ate a wax model for the 
David, and some auti^aphs c^ the sculptor. 

In the neighbouring Via Giraldi were the houses of 
the historic family of the Villani. At the end of the Via 
Ghibellina we again find ourselves at the Bargella 
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CHAPTER III. 
THE NORTH-EASTERN QUARTER. 

OR S. MICHELK, THE CATHEDRAL AND BAPTISTERY, S. 
LORENZO, PALAZZO RICCARDI, S. MARCO, THE ACCA- 
DEMIA, THE ANNUNZIATA, 

A T the left comer of the Piazza S. Trinitft is a quaint 
■^^ Palace, called the Palazzo del Municipio, built by the 
father of Amolfo in the thirteenth century. 

Hence the narrow street called Borgo dtglt SS. Apostoli 
leads to the UfEzi- It was once remarkable as containing 
the houses of the famous family of the Buondelmonti. 

The Church of the SS Apostoli (right, in the Piazza del 
Limbo), whose foundation is apocryphally attributed to 
Charlemagne, was much admired and studied by Brunel- 
I'eschi. It contains, at the end of the left aisle, at the ' Altare 
degli Angeli,' a lovely specimen of Robbia work, and the 
tomb of Oddo Ahoviti of Prato by Benedetto da Rovezsano. 

' II y a dans la petite eglise romane des San ti- Apostoli un taliemicle 
d'un goQt si exquis, taot pour le dessin general que pour les details de 
I'omementation, qa'il seiait impossible de n'y p^ voir un ouviage, et 
m£me un des meilleurs ouvrages, de Lucca della Robbia, si la lourde 
guirlande, aux couleurs temes, qui letombe des deux <A\h,, n'accusait 
pas une main beaucoup moins habile et moins d^cale que celle qui a 
fait les deux anges, dont la beaut^ frappe d'abord les legards. Celte 
premiire impression est encore forljfife par I'espJce de fluide lumlneui 
dont les figures et les moulures pataissent revStues, par suite des teintes 
qu'y out laissees les dorures dont elles ^taient rehaussees, et dont on 
aper^oit encore quelques traces. Or, nous savons que ce procddS 
suppi^entaire etait pratique par le chef de la famille ; et c'esi une 
raison de plus pour r^arder ce d^licieux n 
iC de I'oncle et du neveu.'^^in. 



The adjoining Palazzo del Turco or Borgherini was built 
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by Baecio d'Agnolo. In its walls is a lovely relief of the 
Virgin and Child by Rovezzano, and at the corner of the 
building wrought-iron torch-holders. The art-treasures of 
this house were courageously and successfully defended in 
1529, against the ^ent of the King of France, by a woman, 
MarghariCa Acciajuoli, who declared that she would spend 
the last drop of her blood in defence of that which had 
been her father-in-law's wedding-gift In the collection still 
preserved here are — 

Gimianni Sanzia (fether of Rafiaelle). SS. Sebastian and Fietio 

Marlire. 
Finluricchio. Madonna and Child. 
Fra Bartohmmeo. Portrait of his friend, the good Bishop S. 

Antonino. 
Bronsinc. Copy of Eaffaelle's S. John in the Wilderness. 
ZcrittS) di Credi. Holy Family. 
Andrea Caslagno. S. Jerome. 
Muritio. Sketch for his famous Assumption. 

This street enters that of the For (Porta) Santa Maria, 
just under the old Tower of the Atiiidei, so celebrated in 
their feuds with the Buondelmonti. 

Opposite is another highly picturesque old tower, once 
the Dwelling of San Zenobio, and still decorated with flowers 
on his festa. 

A little beyond this, on the right, is the Churck efS. 
Stefano, called 'ad Portatn Ferream ' from its iron gate, upon 
which may be seen the historic horse-shoe of the palfrey of 
Buondelmonti. Here Boccaccio lectured in 1378 on the 
' Divina Commedia ' of Dante. 

The Por Santa Maria leads (left) to the Menaio Nuovo, 
with a le^ia built by Bernardo Tasso for Cosimo I. in 1547. 
On one side is a fountain with a bronze boar by Tacm, a 
pupil of John of Bol<^na. From the comer of the Mercato 
the Via Capaccio leads to the Church ofS. Biagio, now used 
for firemen. It occupies the site of Santa Maria sopra Porta, 
where the Carroccio, or war-chariot was kept, and where a 
bell called ' La Martinella ' — the ' Little Hammer ' — tolled 
continuously for a month before the commencement of a 
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war. The adjoining palace belonged to the Lamberteschi, 
and was afterwards used for the Guild of Silk. 

North of the Mercato Nuovo runs the Via Porta Rossa, 
which lead's into the Piazza della Signoria. Here, turning 
to the right, we enter the Via Calzaioli, or ' Stocking-Makers' 
Sireet." 

' Calzaioli will always talk if you will lislen — here on the sIodcb that 
are still called the Song of the lily it has heard (he soft foot&ll of 
Ginevra's bare and trembling feet ; here, where Guaidamort^ rose, it 
saw the Lion tremble before a mother's love ; here in its workshop the 
Broniino dwelt, and here, in its church, his bones were laid to resl ; 
here Donatello and Michelono laboured for (he love of arts and men 
hard t^ yonder against the little Bigallo ; here flame and steel ravaged 
their worst after red Arbia ; here the White Bands shivered and Bed 
before their old hereditary foes ; here, on Ascension Day, the Signoria 
went up with the gold and purple of ripe fruits, to lay them at the feet 
of that Madonna of UgoUno whose manifold miracles sustained the soul 
of Florence beneath the Devil's Plague ; here, on the Feast of Anna, 
it saw Walter of Athens driven out of the city, and all good men and 
true trooping thither to render her thanksgiving, and all the Arts 
raising in memory the statue of their patron saint and the shields of 
their blazonries — all these things, and a million more, has Calzaioli 
seen since its old towers and casements crowded hard on one another.' 
— Pascanl. 

On the left is the famous church called the Or San 
MUhek, erected in 1380 by Si»ione Talenti (on the site of 
a Ic^a for the shelter of com, built by Amolfo del Cambio), 
in order to shelter a miraculous image of the Madonna by 
Ugolino da Siena. The original building is commemorated 
in the present name, actually ' Horreum Sancti Michaelis ; ' 
indeed, for two centuries after the lower storey had been 
converted into a church the upper storey of the building 
continued to be used as a granary. 



' Or San Michele was held in such veneration that strict laws were 
passed prohibiting any noise in its vicinity. No gambling was allowed 
within a prescribed limit, and the infringement of these rules was 
punished by a tine ; and if it was not paid, the defaulter was either im- 
prisoned for a month in the slincht, or he had to undei^ what was 
called baptism — namely, immersion several times in the Amo from one 
of the bridges.' — Uvrtitr. 
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The exterior of Or San MJchele (which no one would 

take for a chyrch) is adorned with windows of exquisite 
tracer)' and a noble series of statues erected by the different 
Guilds. Beginning from the south, they are : — 

BaeHe di Mmilelufe. S. John Ihe Evangelist (u an old mim — very 
unusual !□ art), elected by the Silk-Merchants (' L'Arte di Seta.'). 



S. George of Donitelto. 

Donatella. S. Geo^e of the Armourers, occupyii^ the place of the 
Madonna of Simone da Fiesole, now inside ihe church. Given bj 
the Physicians and Apothecaries ('L' Arte del Medici eSpedali'). 
' St, George is in complete armour, withoat sword or lance, bare- 
headed, and leaning on his shield, which displays the cross. The 
noble, tranquil, serious dignity of this figure admirably expresses the 
Christian warrior; it is so exactly the conception of Spenser that it 
immediately suggests his lines ; — 

"Upon his shield the bloodie cross was scored. 
For sovereign help which in his need be had. 

.Coog[e 
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Right faithful, tnie he was, in deed and word ; 
But of his cheece did seem too solemn sad ; 
Vet nothing did he dread, but ever was jdrad."' 

Jarrusim'i ' Saerid Art^ u. 403. 
'Saint George es( le type chevaleresque par excellence, i la fois 
lib^ateur et missionnaire, administrant le baptSme apcf^s la d^vrance, 
el ne soupirant aprfa d'autres gloires ni apris d'autres couionnes que 
celle du martyre. Saint Geoige serohle mediler ou compiimet un ^lan, 
et sa main delicate et ferme, si admiiahlement dessiuee sui son bouclier, 
compile I'idee que ses foimes sveltes et fiancees donnent de son 
organisation exquise. Donalello, qui avait vu un ^ grand nombre des 
statues antiques, a eu le m^te de ne se laisser inspiiei ni dominer pai 
aucune reminiscence dans la production de cetle ceuvre incomparable.' — 
Rio, ' L'Art ChrltUn: 

Nanni di Banco. S. James — by the Furriers {' L' Arte del Vajai '). 
DojtaleUo. S. Mark — by the Flax-Merchants (L'Arte dei Lina- 

' Michelangelo stopped before the statue of S. Mark by Donalello, 
and, in allu^on to its animated expression, exclaimed, "Mark, why 
don't you speak to me ? " '— y. S. Harford. 

{iVesI front) Nanni di Banco. S. ,Eloy— by the Blacksmiths 

{' U Arte dei Maniscalchi, e degli Orafi '). 
Lortnzo Gkibirli. S. Stephen— by the Guild of Wool ('L'Arte 

della Laos')- 

' Celte ravissanle figure rappelle I'une des fresques de la chapelle 
du pape Nicolas au Vatican.' — Rio. 

Lormai Ghiberti (1420). S. Matthew — by the Stockbrokers 
('L'Arte del Gambia'). The admirable statuettes relating to the 
Annunciation, on either aide, are by Niccolb di Piero de' Lamherli 
di Arttzo. 

{North fronf) Nanni di Banco. ' I Santi Qualtro Incoronati ' 
martyred under Diocletian — by the Sculptors. 

'When the saints were finished, Nanni discovered thai they were 
too big for the niche destined for their receplion, and in despair con- 
sulted Donatella, who promised to help him out of his trouble, if he 
would give a supper to him and bis workmen ; to which Nanni joyfully 
consented. Donatello set to work, and after knocking off portions of 
the shoulders and arms of the four saints, brought them into such close 
contact, that they could be placed in the niche without diSicutty.' — 
Fifkins's 'Tuscan Sciil/tors.' 

Nanni di Banco. S. Philip— by the Hosiers (' L'Aite delle CaUe '). 
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' Donalello was al first asked to make Ihis stalue, bul the Hosiers 
considered the price he asked exorbitant, and therefore commissioned 
Nonni ; such, however, was their confidence in Donatello's probity that 
they consulted him as to what they should pay his substitute. To their 
surprise, he named a sum exceeding that which he had asked for him- 
self ; and when they remonstrated, he replied thai, as Nanni was less 
experienced, he would find more difficulty, and require to give up more 
of his time to the work, which oi^ht therefore, in justice, to recme 
higher remuneration.' — Homer. 

Donalella. S, Peter— by theGuildof Butchers{'L'Arte dei Beccai'). 

Giovanni da Bologna. S, Luke — by the Advocates (' L'Arte dd 
Giudici e dei Notari'). 

Andria Virocchio. Our Lord and S. Thomas — by the Tribunal of 
the Mercaniia, 

Lorirno GMberti. S. John Baptist — by the Guild of Foreign Wool- 
Merchants (' L'Arte di Calimala'}. 

'Cetle statue n'esl pas CKempte d'une certaine roideur, qui trahil 
plutSt I'inexp^iience que le d^ut d 'inspiration.' — Rw. 

The interior of the church is filled with beauty and 
glowing with harmonious colour. The windows have rich 
remains of stained glass. The faded frescoes are by a pupil 
of Taddeo Gaddi, Jacopo Landini da Caseniino. 

On the right of the high-aitar is the beautiful Gothic 
shrine (1348-59), containing Ugolino's sacred picture of 
the Madonna. 

'In the great plague of 1348 Florence suffered fearfully; citizens 
without number, pest-stricken themselves, after seeing their whole 
families die before them, bequeathed Iheir all to the Company (which 
had been formed in honour of the Madonna of Orsanmichele) for 
distribution to the poor in honour of the Virgin ; the offerings of grati- 
tude, after the plague had ceased, were also considerable, and the total 
sum thus accumulated was found, on final computation, to amount to 
more than three hundred thousand florioE. The captains of the Com- 
pany resolved to expend a portion of this treasure in a^cting a taber- 
nacle or shrine for the picture to whicb it had been offered, and which 
should exceed all others in magnificence. They entrusted the execution 
to Orcagna, who completed it in 1359, after ten years' labour, having 
Eculptured all the bas-reliefs and figures himself, while the mere archi- 
tectural details and accessories were executed with equal care by sub- 
ordinate artists, under his own eye and direction. 

' And there it stands ! — lost, indeed, in that chapel-like church, from 
which one longs to transport it to the choir of some vast cathedral — but 
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fresh m viigin beaaty after five centimes, the jewel of Italy, complele 
and perfect in every way — for it will reward the minutest exammatioD. 
I land isolated — the history of the Virgin is represented in nine bas- 
il & — tw adorning each face of the basement, and the ninth, much 
lai^ firing the hick of the tabernacle, immediately behind the 

M d one of the three Theological Virtues is interposed between 

ach pie of has-reliels, on the Western, Northern, and Soulhem 
faces espectively, the corresponding space a.t the East end, immediately 
hel w th luge bas-relief, being occupied by a. small door;— while, 
laterally, in the angles of each several pier that supports the roof, five 
small figures are sculptured, a Cardinal Virtue, in each instance, occupy- 
ing the centre, attended, to the right and left, by a Virtue of sister 
significance and by two apostles, holding scrolls of prophecy or gospel 
—each series of five having reference apparently to the peculiar merits 
exemplified by the Virgin at the successive periods of her hbtory, as 
commemorated in the bas-reliefs— the series of these bas-relief beginning 
with her birth, on the North side of the basement, and tunning round 
from left to right I may mention her Marriage and the Adoration of 
the Kings as peculiarly beautiful, and among the single figures those 
of Obedience, Justice, and Vii^ily. 

' The general adjustment and the Cffmmeltilura, or placing of the 
different parts in this extraordinary shrine, is wonderful ; Orcagna used 
no cement, but bound and knit the whole tt^ether with clamps of metal, 
and it has stood firm and solid as a rock ever since. In point of archi- 
tecture, too, the design is exquisite, unrivalled in grace and proportion, 
— it is a miracle of loveliness, and though clustered all over with pillars 
and pinnacles, inlaid with the richest marbles, lapis-lazuli, and mosaic- 
work, it is chaste in its luxuriance as an Arctic iceberg — worthy of ber 
who was spotless among women. We cannot wonder, considering the 
labour and the vajue of the materials employed on this tabernacle, that 
it should have cost e^hty-six thousand of the gold florins treasured up 
in the Orsanmichele — or hesitate in agreeing with Vasari, that they 
could not have been belter spent.' — Lord Lindsay's 'ChrisHan Art.' 

A poem bj- Sacchetti celebrates the beauties of this 
tabernacle : — 

' Che passa di bellezita, s' io ben recolo, 
THitti gti altri che son dentro del secolo. ' 

The altar of S. Anna was erected by the Signory after 
the expulsion of the Duke of Athens in 1349, The statue 
of S. Anna holding the Virgin on her lap was executed by 
Francesco di San Gallo in 1526. On the left of the altar is 
Simone's statue of the Vii^in, which once stood in a niche 
outside. 



OR S. MICHBLE. 95 

Over the altar on the right of the church is a rude 
wooden Crucifix carefully preserved, because when it was 
attached to a pillar of the L^;gia, the good Bishop Antonino 
used to pray before it in his childhood. Before this Crucifix 
also Savonarola used to be seen kneeling for hours.' 

At the west end of the church, connected with it by an 
arch, is the grand old battlemented Palace of ihe Guild of 
Wool, repeatedly adorned with their emblem, the Lamb 
bearing a banner. On the opposite side of the Via 
Calzaioli is the Gothic church of S. Carlo Borromeo. 

'Oi San Michele would have been a world's wonder had it stood 
!i1one, and not been companioned with such wondrous rivaJs that its 
own exceeding beauty scarce ever receives full justice. 

' Surely that square^set strer^th, as of a fortress, towerii^ against the 
clouds, and catching the last light always on its fretted parapet, and 
everywhere embossed and enriched with foliage, and tracery, and figures 
of saints, and the shadows of vast arches, and the light of niches gold- 
starred and filled with divine forms, is a gift so perfect to the whole 
world, that, passing it, one should need say a prayer for the great 
Taddeo's souL 

' Surely, nowhere is the rugged, changeless, mountain force of hewn 
stone piled against the sky, and the luxuriant, dream-like, poetic delicacy 
of stone carven and shaped into leafage and loveliness, more perfectly 
blended and made one than where Or San Michele rises out of the 
dim, many-coloured, twisting streets, in its mass of ebon darkness and 
of alvery light. 

' The other day under the walls of it I stood, and looked at its Saint 
Geoi^, where he leans upon his shield, so calm, so young, with his 
bared head and his quiet eyes. 

' " That is our DonateUo's," said a Florentine beside nje— a man of 
the people, who drove a horse for hire in the public ways, and who 
paused, cracking his whip, to tell this tale to me. "Donatello did that, 
and it killed him. Do you not know ? When he had done thai Saint 
George, he showed it to his master. And the master said, ' It wants 
one thing only.' Now, this saying our Donatello took gravely to heart, 
chiefly of all because his master would never explain where the fault 
lay ; and so much did it hurt him, that he fell ill of it, and came nigh 
to death. Then he called his master to him. 'Dear and great one, 
do tell me before I die,' he said, 'what is the one thing my statue lacks. ' 
The master smiled, and said, 'Only— speech.' 'Then I die happy,' 
said our Donatello. And he — died — indeed, that hour." 

L)^i.z.iiuGoog[e 
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'Now, I cannot say that the pietty stoiy is true; il is not in the 
leasl true ; Donatello died when he was eighty-three, in the street of 
the Melon ; and it was he himself who cried, " Speak, then— speak ! " 
Id his statue, as it was carried through the city. But whether true or 
false the tale, this fcct is surely true, that it is well — nobly and purely 
well — with a people, when the men amongst it who ply for hire on its 
public ways think caressingly of a sculptor dead five hundred years ago, 
and tell such a tale standi]^ idly in the noonday sun, feeling the beau^ 
and the pathos of it alt. 

'"Our Donatello" still for the people of Florence — "Our own 
little Donatello," still, as though he were living and working in their 
midst to-day, here in the shadow of the Stocking-Makers' street, where 
his Saint Geotge keeps watch and ward.' — Pascartl. 

The northern part of the Via Calzaioli was occupied by 
the palaces of the Adimari family. 

An inscription at the corner of the Corso records the 
site of the Church of Santa Maria Nipaticosa, where S, 
Antonino used to preach from an outsitie pulpit. The site 
of the Loggia degli Adimari Caricciuli is also commemorated 
by an inscription. 

On the left (by the Via degli Speziah) is, or was, the 
Mercato VeccMo of which Pucci wroto — 

' Mercato VeccWo al raondo i alimento 
^ Ed ad ogni allra piazza il pregio serra ; ' 
and — 

' Le dignili di mercato son queste, 
Ch' ha quattro chiese ne' suoi qaattio canli 
Ed »^i canto ha due vie manifeste.' 

La Propriety di Mercato Vecihio. 

'On montre au milieu, sur le sol, un espace circulaire form^ de 
tranches de marbre altemativement blanches et noires, et reguli^Tement 
taillfe suivant six rayons, en souvenir de I'antique char de guerre, le 
oifn'i'rt'o,'que la republique tralnait k tous les combats, et qu'on remisail 
li avant I'edification du marchi Quand le carroccio eut disparu, on fit 
de ce mfme endroit un usage singulier. C'dtait cetle ^trtMte place que 
les &il]is, en veitu d'une ancienne coutume, devaient frapper trois fbis 
de leur siige mis k nu avant d'obteoir leur concordat. A la fa^n dont 
la picrre est us^e, on devine qu'elle a servi quelquesfois." — L. Simoniu. 

This most interesting part of Florence was doomed to 
destruction by its ignorant and short-sighted Municipality in 

' S«c th« verses of tbe Tuscan pott Liprn, in alliuion to Ifais custom. 
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1889, and it is difficult to say how much of it maj- remain 
when this edition appears. Portions of three of the four 
churches existed till 1890; o( SMaria in Campidoglio only 
the double flight of steps which once led to the entrance ; 
S. Pietro Buoncotuigli had, over the entrance, a beautiful 
lunette by Lucca delta Robbia, and an outside pulpit; 
S. Tommaso was the parish church of the Medici. In one 
corner of the piazza was a Column, brought from the Baptis- 
tery, supporting a statue of Abundance. The graceful and 
beautiful Loggia was designed by Vasari for Cosimo L 



This, which was the ' Old Market ' even in the eleventh 
century, was the oldest part of Florence, intersected by 
narrow alleys and full of quaint old houses. A cook-shop, 
five hundred years old, in the Mercato itself, had interesting 
majolica decorations. In the Via dei Vecchietti is, or was, 
the place called I'alazzo della Cavaj'ola (of the Cabbage- 
woman) which belonged to the Vecchietti. Here Bernardo 
Vecchietto received Giovanni da Bolt^ina, who made the 
quaint, charming bronze figure of the Devil, low down at 
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the comer of the house, marking the site of a pulpit from 
which S. Pietro Martire exorcised the Evil One.' The 
Piazza dei Vecchietti is, or was, surrounded by a number of 
old houses bearing noble shields with the arms of the 
families they belonged to. The simple habits of the 
Vecchietti are commemorated by Dante ; — 

' E vidi quel de' Nerli e quel del Vecchio 
Esser content! alia pelle scoverta, 
E le sue donne al fiaso e al pennecchio.' — Par. xv. 115. 

The quarter south of the Mercato Vecchio was occupied 



by the Amieri, whose chief, Messer Foglia, decorated the 
walls of his houses with sculptured fig-leaves, in allusion to 
his name. These may still be traced on hpuses near the 
Church of S. Andrea. Close to this spot stood the beautiful 
tabernacle of Fra Angelico, now in the Uffizi, in a sculptured 
marble frame which is preserved in the Bargella Near the 
Piazza di S. Miniaio Ira Due Torre'' is the old palace of 

Olhtr h« he™ K«n.ly (.890) removed. 
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the Castiglione, of whom was the giant-warrior Dante da 
Castjglione, celebrated for his share in the famous duel 
fought in 1529 in the presence of the Florentine and 
Imperialist armies. 

The doomed Via PtlHeeria, or ' Street of Furriers,' was 
once the Goldsmiths' quarter, where the father of Baccio 
Bandinelli instructed his son in the goldsmith's art, and 
also had fienvenuto Cellini as a pupil. The doomed Via 
Catimala (from xaXit fUoXX);, 'beautiful fleece') was the 
quarter of the foreign Wool-merchants. Over the interesting 
residence of the Guild of Wool is, or was, a lamb bearing a 
banner, and the raslrello, or rake of the Guelfs, with the 
Ulies of Florence. At the comer of this street is a taber- 
nacle, containing an image of the Virgin, supposed to have 
arrested a great fire, inscribed : — 

' Ruppe, spent 1' orribil fuoco, fin qui volando. 
Ma r Imagin pia pole troncarlo in questo loco.' 

Returning to the Via Calzaioli, on the right (near th 
end), an inscription marks the house where the poet Salo- 
mone lived, and died in 1815. 

On the left, where the street falls into the Piazza del 
DuomOj is the exquisitely beautiful little building called the 
Bigallo, a Gothic Ic^gia attributed to Andrea Orcagna, en- 
closed with iron gates by Francesco Petrucd da Siena. 

The statuettes are by Ntcotb Pisano. 

' The Madonna is interesting as the prototype of all future Madon- 
nas of the Pisan school. In strict accordance with the Spirit of early 
Christian a^t, which demanded the concealment of her figure, she is 
amply draped ; and in token of her peculiar mission of showing Christ 
to the world, she holds Him far bom her, as though hei natural affec- 
tions were ahsorbed in reverence for His divine nature.' — Perkins' t 
'TmeattSculftori.' 

The chambers of the Bigallo contain some nteresting 
frescoes relating to the Temporal Works of Mercy. In the 
oratory is a beautiful predella, composed of what Vasari 
calls ' superb miniatures ' by Gkirlandajo, and an image of 
the Virgin by Alberto Amoldo, 1359-' 

» Tht Bigflllownstembly injured by 'rtitoien' in i88i-Sa 
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' It is the only known work of the artist. The Madonna is a digni- 
fied matron, rigid in altitude and impassive in countenance, enveloped 
in a once slat-spangled diapeiy, of which the massive and carefully 
arranged folds fait over the lower half of the body of the Child, who sits 
poised upon her left arm. Although wilhout beauty or expreEsion, this 
group has a certain grandeur, fiom its impassiveness, like Egyptian 
statues, which seem immutable as &te, mocking at all approach to 
human sympathy.' — Perkins's 'Tuscan ScuJ/tars,' 

The Bigallo is connected with the Hospital of the MUe^ 
ruordia, on the other side of the Via Calzaioli, and the 
foundation of both had its origin in the piety of Pietro BoTsi, 
who, in 1240, persuaded his young companions to agree that 
any one of them who used blasphemous language should 
pay a fine for the assistance of sick or wounded persons ; 
from that time the 'Brothers of Mercy' have existed in 
Florence. 

'The Misericordia continues faittifiil to its work of six centuries. 
At a sound from the Campanile of the Cathedral, the Giomante, or day- 
worker, hastens to the residence in the Piazza, to leam his duties from 
the captains, or Capo di Guardta : a. half-hour glass is turned to mark 
the interval between the summons and his arrival. Every Giomante is 
provided with his long black dress, and the hood which covers his face, 
only leaving holes for the eyes, so that he may not be recognised when 
upon his labour of mercy. The captain repeats the words, " FraltUi, 
fripariamoci a fan qacsf optra di misericordia " — ' ' Brothers, let us pre- 
pare to perform this work of mercy ; " and, kneeling down, he adds, 
' ' Mitte nobis, Domitte, charilalis, Aumililales it fartitudincs ; " to which 
the rest reply, ' ' Ut in hoc Optra It sequamw : " after a prayer the captain 
exhorts the Brethren to repeat a Pater Noster and Ave Maria for the 
benefit of the sick and afflicted ; then four of the number lake the 
litter on their shoulders, and, preceded by their captain, the rest follow, 
bearing the burden in turns, and repeating every time when another set 
take it up, " Iddie le nt rmda il inoTto," to which those who are relieved 
answer, "Vadano inpace" — "Go in peace." When sent for by a sick 
person, the Brothers assist in dressing the patient, and cany him dewQ 
to the Utter, where he is gently and carefully laid. The Brethren 
sometimes act as sick-nurses, to which office ihey are trained ; but they 
may never receive any remuneration, nor taste anything except a cup 
of cold water. As the Brothers of the Misericordia passed along the 
streets of Florence, all persons formerly raised their hats reverentially ; 
but this custom has not been generally observed during the last few 
years. ' — Homir. 

' The Grand-Duke wore the black robe and hood, as a member of 



CATHEDRAL OF FLORENCE. iot 

the Compagnia della Miseiicoidia, which brotherhood includes all 
ranks of men. If an accident takes place, their office is to raise the 
sufferer, and bear him tenderly to the hospital. If a lire breaks out, it 
is one of their functions to repair to the spot and render their assistance 
and proleclion. It is also among their commonest offices to attend and 
console the sick ; and ihey neither receive money, nor eat, nor drink, 
in any house they visit for (his purpose. Those who are on duty for 
the time are called tc^ether, at a moment's notice, by the tolling of 
the great bell of the tower ; and it is said thai the Grand-Duke might 
be seen, at thft sound, to rise from his seat at table and quietly with- 
draw to attend the summons.' — Dickttis. 

We are now at the centre of Florentine interest, in the 
Square of the Cathedral. 

S. Reparata was for six hundred years (from 680 to 129S) the chief 
patroness of Florence. According to the old Florentine legend, she 
was a virgin of Cesarea, in the province of Cappadocia, and bravely 
suffered a cruel martyrdom in the persecution under Decius, when only 
twelve years old. She was, after many tortures, beheaded by the 
sword ; and as she fell dead, her pure spirit was seen to issue from her 
mouth in form of a dove, which winged its way to heaven. 

' The Duomo at Florence was formerly dedicated to S. Reparata ; 
but about 1298 she appears to have been deposed from her dignity as 
sole patroness ; the city was placed under the immediate tutelage of the 
Virgin and S. John the Baptist, and the Church of S. Reparata was 
dedicated anew under the tiUe of Santa Maria del Tioit.'— Jameson' i 
•SacridArt.' 

' The Duomo was called S. Maria del Fiore, in allusion lo the lily 
in the city arms, which marks the tradition that Florence was founded 
in a field of flowers. The noble document l^ which (he building of 
this cathedral was decreed shows that the city was (hen governed by a 
body of men representing all (he force and intelligence of (he State. 
"Since," i( says, "(he highest mark of prudence in a people of noble 
origin is lo proceed in the management of their aflfairs so that their 
magnanimity and wisdom may be evinced in their outward acts, we 
order Amolfo, head-master of our commune, to make a design for (he 
restoration of S. Reparata in a style of magnificence which neither the 
industry nor power of man can surpass, that it may harmonise with the 
opinion of many wise persons in this city and Slate, who think that this 
commune should not engage in any enterprise, unless its intention be 
(o make the result correspond with that noblest sort of heart which is 
composed by the united will of many citiiens."' — Pirkitis's 'Tutcan 
Sculptors.' 

The effect of the admirable grouping of the buildings is 



greatly enhanced by the confined space in which they are 

situated, 

' We must consider alt the conditions under which the great works of 
the old architects were constructed, and that it is probable in many 
cases that the very confined space in which they were built was 
considered in their design, and by increasing the space around them 
we may seriously belittle them.' — Signer del Mara, in charge of fhe 
arckiteelural works al Flormct. 

By the side of the cathedral stands the beautiful Cam- 
panile of Giotto, occupying the site of an oratory of S. 
Zenobio, 'in which the Seven Servants of the Blessed Vii^in 
were miraculously called to lead a life of contemplation.' 

'The characteristics of Power and Beauty occur more or less in 
different buildings, some in one and some in another. But all leather, 
and all in their liighest possible relative d^;rees, they exist, as far as I 
know, only in one building in the world, the Campanile of Giotto. , . , 
In its first appeal to the stranger's eye there is something unpleasing ; 
a mingling, as it seems to him, of over-severity with over-minuteness. 
But let him give it time, as he should to ail other consummate art. I 
well remember how, when a boy, I osed to despise that Campanile, and 
think it meanly smooth and finished. But I have since lived beside it 
many a day, and looked out upon it iiom my windows by sunlight and 
moonlight, and I shall not soon foi^et how profound and gloomy 
appeared to me the savageness of the Northern Gothic, when I after- 
wards stood, for the first time, beneath the front of Salisbury. The 
contrast is indeed strange, if it could be quickly felt, between the 
rising of those grey walls out of their quiet swarded space, like dark 
and barren rocks out of a green lake, with their rude, mouldering, 
rough-grained shafts and triple lights, without tracery or other orna- 
ment than the martins' nests in the lieight of them, and that t»ight, 
smooth, sunny surface of growing jasper, those spiral shafts and fairy 
traceries, so white, so ^nt, so crystalline, that their slight shapes are 
hardly traced in darkness on the pallor of the Eastern sky, that serene 
height of mountain alabaster, coloured like a morning cloud and chased 
like a sea-shell. And if this be, as I believe it, the model and minor 
of perfect architecture, is there not something to be learned by looking 
back to the early life of him who raised it ? I said that the Power of 
human mind had its growth in the Wilderness ; much more must the 
love and the conception of that beauty, whose every line and hue we 
have seen to be, at the best, a faded image of God's daily work, and an 
arrested ray of some star or creation, be given chiefly in the places 
which He has gladdened by planting there the fir-tree and the pine. 
Not within the walls of Florence, but amoi^ the far-away fields of her 
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lilies, was the child triined who was to raise (hat head-stotie of Beauty 
above her towers of walcii and war. Remember all (hat he became i 
count the sacred thoughts with which he filled the heart of Italy ; ask 
those who followed him what they learned at his feet ; and when you 
have numbered his labours and received their testimony, if it seem to 
you that God had verily poured out upon this His servaojt no common 
nor restrained portion of His Spirit, and that he was indeed a king 
among the children of men, remember also that the legend upon his 
crown was that of David's: — "I look thee from the sheepcote, and from 
following the sheep. " '^^ujiin, 'Snvn Lamps of Arihilictttrt' 

The bas-reliefs round the basement storey of the tower 
were all designed by Giotto, who himself executed those of 
Sculpture and Architecture ; the rest being carried out by 
Luca della Robbia and Andrea Pisano. Above these are 
statues, several of them by Donatello. 

The Cathedral — Santa Maria del Ftore — was begun in 
129S by Arnolfo di Cambio, who was desired to build 
' the loftiest, most sumptuous edifice that human invention 
could devise or human labour execute.' The magnificent 
conception of Arnolfo — 'lavoro di poesia' — was, however, 
dwarfed in execution. In 1331 the work begun by Amolfo 
was entrusted to Giotto, who erected the tower and continued 
to work on the original design. A beautiful fa^de, on which 
many of the best sculptors of the time were employed, was 
erected soon after the death of Giotto, but was destroyed in 
1575-87. The uninteresting modem fa5ade, commemorat- 
ing the short period during which Florence was the Italian 
capital, is from the designs of E, de Fabris. 

The exterior of the cathedral is encrusted with precious 
marbles and filled with beautiful sculpture. The northern 
porch is especially rich ; also the southern side-door nearest 
the apse, with a garland of fig-leaf by Pittro di Giovanni. 

Until the fifteenth century, the cathedral had only a 
wooden cupola designed by Ainolfo. Brunelleschi first 
suggested an octagonal cupola to rest upon a drum raised 
above the roof in 1417, and in 1420 he was accepted as 
architect. Then, as Michelet says, 'the colossal church 
stood up simply, naturally, as a strong man in the morning 
rises from his bed without the need of staff or crutch.' It 
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is the earliest double cupola, and probably the widest, in 
Europe. When, a century afterwards, Michelangelo was 
desired to surpass, in S. Peter's at Rome, the work of 
Bmnellescbi, he rephed i — 

' lo turb la sorella 
Piu grande gii, ma non piJi bella.' 

The ball and cross were added by Andrea VeroccMo 
in 1469. 

The general effect of the Interior is bire, modem, and 
chilling. The pillars and arches are painted a uniform 
brown. The only colour comes from the rich stained glass 
of the narrow windows. The arches are of such great width 
that there are only four columns on either side of the nave. 

'LJke all inexperienced architects, Arnolfo seems to have thought 
t hat greatness of parts would add to the greatness of the whole, and in 
consequence used only four great aiches in the whole length of his nave, 
giving the central aisle a width of fifty-five feet clear. The whole width 
is within ten feet of that of Colt^e, and the height about the same, and 
yet, in appearance, the height is about half, and the breadth less than 
half, owing to the better proportion of the parts and to the superior 
appropriateness in the detail on the part of the Gothic cathedral' 
— Fergusmn. 

Proceeding round the church from the west door, we 
find, on the right of the entrance, the frescoed memorial to 
GtfJvanni Aguto, or Sir John Hawkwood, a captain of Free 
Companies, who, from 1364J for thirty years, Med a soldier's 
life in Italy, fighting first for one town and then another — 
here for bishops, there for barons, but mainly for those 
merchants of Florence from whom our Lombard Street is 
named,' ^ He did not scruple to transfer his services from 
one state to another for higher payment, and Forsyth not 
inaptly describes his portrait as ' prancing over the mihiary 
praise which he obtained by traitorously selhng to Florence 
the Pisans who paid him to defend them.' He was sump- 
tuously buried by the grateful Florentines, after lying in 
State, wrapped in cloth-of-gold. His body is no longer here, 
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for it was begged by Richard II. from the magistrates of 
Florence, who wrote : — 

' Although we should consider it glorious for us and our people to 
possess the dust and ashes of the late valiant knight, na.y, most renowned 
captain, Sir John Hawkwood, who ibught moal gloriously for us as the 
commander of our armies, and whom at the public expense we caused 
to be interred b the Cathedral Church of our cily ; yet, notwithstanding, 
according to the form of the demand, that his remains may be taken 
back to his own country, we freely concede the permission, lest it be 
said that your sublimity asked anything in vain, or fruitlessly, of our 
reverential humility.' 

' Hawkwood appears to me the first real general of modem times ; 
the earliest master, however impeifecl, in the science of Turenne and 
Wellington. Every contemporary Italian historian speaks with admira- 
tion of his skilful tactics in battle, his stratagems, his well-conducted 
retreats. Praise of this kind is hardly bestowed, certainly not so con- 
tinually, on any former captain.' — ffaJlam. 

The monument is by J'aoio Uccello, who obtained his 
surname from his love of birds. By the same artist are four 
heads of prophets, at the angles of the clock. 

In the South Aisle are the monuments of firunelleschi, 
with a bust of the obscure Buggiam, and an epitaph by 
Carlo Marsupini; and of Giotto, placed here in 1490 by 
Lorenzo de' Medici, with a btist and ornamental frame 
by Benedetto da Majano, and an epitaph by Politian. On 
the opposite column is a portrait of S. Antonino, the good 
Dominican bishop, by Francesco Morandi. 

Over the first door is the monument of Pier Famese, 
another captain of Free Companies, who died of the plague 
in 1363. It was formerly surmounted by an equestrian 
statue. Beyond the next column is a statue of Ezekiel by 
Donatella. Then comes the monument of Marsilio Ficino, 
a Greek, who was first President of the Platonic Academy. 
His bust is by Andrea Ferrum. 

Over the second door is the monument by 71'«c di 
Camaino of the Bishop Antonio d' Orso, who led his 
cathedral canons out in full annour against Henry VII. 
when he was besieging Florence. 

The stained windows of the southern transept are good 
works of Domenico Livi da Gambassl, c. 1 434. 
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The lunettes over the doors of the two Sacristies — 
simple white on a blue ground — are the earliest works of 
Zuca delta Sobbia, and represent the Ascension and the 
Resurrection. It was to the Sagrestia Vecchia that Lorenzo 
de' Medici escaped, after seeing his brother Giuliano killed 
before the altar, in the conspiracy of the Pazzi, April 26, 
1478. Politian, who was with him, secured the door against 
the enemy, while Antonio Ridolfi sucked his wound, lest it 
should have been poisoned. 

Behind the high-altar is a Piet^ an unfinished and, the 
inscription says, the last work of Michelangelo, executed in 
155s, when he was in his eighty-first year. The crucifix 
over the altar is by Benedetto da Majano. Beneath the 
central altar of the apse is the famous Shrine of San Zenobio 
(the 'Area di S. Zenobio') by Ghiberti, 1440. 

' Beaulifiil, indeed, is the relief upon its front, which represents the 
miiaculous restoration of a dead child to life by the Saint, in the pre- 
sence of his widowed mother. In the centre lies the body, over which 
the spirit hovers in the likeness of a little child, between the praying 
Saint and the kneeling mother, around whom cluster a crowd of specta- 
tors. The story is exquisitely told, the kneeling figures are full of feel- 
ing, the bystanders of sympathy, and the vanishing lines of the perspec- 
tive are managed with wonderful skill, so as to lead the eye from the 
principal group, through the nearer and more distant spectators, to the 
gates of the far-off city. Two other miracles of the Saint are represented 
on the ends of the " Cassa," and at the back are six angels b relief, 
sustaining a garland, within which is an inscription commemorative of 
this holy and learned man, who abjured Paganism in his early youth, 
bestowed his private fortune upon the poor, and was made one of the 
seven Deacons of the Church \sf Pope Damasus ; he was subsequently 
Legate at Constantinople, and at the time of his death held the office 
of Bishop of Florence. ' — Pirkini: ' Tuscan Sculptors. ' 

' On peut dire que jamais la memoire d'un saint n'avait iXk consacree 
par un pareil monument. Sous le rapport de I'art proprement dit, 
toutes les perfections imaginables y sont alteintes.' — Rio. 

In the chapels of the apse are : — 
Nanni di Bancs. 5. Luke. 
Dmalillo. S. John the Evangelist. 
Id. S. Matthew. 
Niccoli Arelitm. S. Mark. 
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The Sagrestia Nuova has bronze doois by Lutxi della 
RobMa, and contains a lavatory by Bu^ano. 

In the north transept is a gnomon invented in 1468 by 
the Florentine Paolo Toscanelli. Here are fresco portraits, 
of Pietro Corsini, Bishop of Florence, 1405, by Santi di 
Tito, and of Luigi Marsili, a learned theoli^ian, 1394, by 
BUci di Lorenzo. 

Over the lirst door, on entering the north aisle from the 
east, is a tomb attributed to Conrad, son of the Emperor 
Henry IV., but more probably that of Aldobrandini Otto- 
buoni, ob. 1 256. Close by is a fresco of Dante expounding 
his ' Divina Commedia,' painted, when the church was used 
for lectures on that subject, by Demenico di Mich^lino, a 
pupil of Fra Angelico, in 1465, The inscription by Politian 
was added in 1470. 

' Dante, vetu d'une robe rouge, tenant son line ouvert, est an pied 
des murs de Flocence, dont les portes sont fermees pour luL Tout prfa, 
on d&ouvre 1'entr^ des gouffies infernaux ; Dante les monlre de la 
main et semble dire k ses ennemis : Vous voyei le lieu dont je dispose. 
Mais it y a plus de douleur que de menace sur son visage qu'il penche 
tristement La vengeance ne le console pas de I'exii. Plus loin s'^iive 
la montagne du purgatoire avec ses rampes circulaires, et au sommet 
I'arbre de vie du paradis terrestie, Le paiadis est d&ignrf par des 
cercles un pen indistincts qui entourent toute la composition. Dante 
est \k avec son ceuvre et sa destinee. Cette curieiise teptiaentation est 
de 1450. 5on auteuc fiit un religieux qui expliquait alors la Divint 
CotaidU dans la cath^ale. Ainsi, cent trente ans apris la mott de 
Dante, on faisait un cours public sur son poeme dans la calhedrale, et 
on Euspendait aux pacois de I'l^lise I'image du poele ii cSt^ de celles des 
prophites et des saints.' — Ampire. 

The wooden urn above the next door is that of Don 
Pedro of Toledo, Viceroy of Naples, and father of the Grand- 
Duchess Eleanora, who was poisoned by his son-in-law, 
Cosimo I, Beyond this are a modem monument to the 
architect, Amolfo di Cambio ; a statue of the scholar, Pc^o 
Bracciolino, by DonateUo ; and the monument of Antonio 
Squarcialupo, the musical composer, with a bust by Benedetto 
da Majano. Against the column opposite this monument 
is a picture of S. Zenobio, seated between S. Crescenzio and 
S. Eugenio, who kneel on either side. 
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The fi-esco of the cupola was begun by Giorgio Vasari, 
and finished by Federigo Zucchero. 

We cannot visit the Cathedral without recalling the 
scenes which took place here durii^ the preaching of 
Savonarola in the great ' revival ' of the fifteenth century. 

' The people got up in Ihe middle of the night to get places for (he 
sermon, and came lo the door of the cathedral, waiting outside till it 
should be opened, making no account of any inconvenience, neither of 
the cold nor the wind, nor of standing in winter with their feet on the 
marble ; and among them were young and old, women and children, of 
every sort, who came with such jubilee and rejoicing that it was bewilder- 
ing 10 hear them, going lo the sermon as to a wedding. Then Ihe silence 
was great in the church, each one going to his place ; and he who could 
read, with a (aper in his hand, read the service and other prayers. 
And though many thousand people were thus collected together, no 
sound was to be heard, not even a "hush," until the arrival dl the 
children, who sang hymns with so much sweetness ihai heaven seemed 
to have opened. Thus they waited three or four hours till the Padre 
entered the pulpit, and the attention of so great a mass of people, all 
with eyes and ears intent upon the preacher, was wonderfiil j they 
listened so, that when the sermon reached its end it seemed Co them 
thai it had scarcely begun.' — Burlamacchi. 

' The beauty of the past in Florence is like the beaaty of the great 
Duomo. 

' About the Duomo there is slir and strife at all times ; Crowds come 
and go ; men buy and sell ; lads laugh and ^ht ; piles of fruil blaze 
gold and crimson ; metal pails dash down on the stones with shrillest 
clangour ; on the steps Inys pUy at dominoes, and women give their 
children food, and merry-makers join in carnival fooleries ; bul there in 
the midst is the Duomo all unharmed and und^raded, a poem and a 
prayer in one, its marbles shining in the upper air, a thing so majestic 
in its strength, and yet so human in its tenderness, thai nothing can 
assail and nothing equal it.' — Pascanl. 

S. Giovanni (S. John Baptist), ' the Baptistery of my 
gracious St John,' as Dante calls it, was once the cathedral. 
Its date is quite uncertain, and though coated with marble 
by Arnolfo, it is believed to have been once a temple of 
Mars. It is entered on the south by the glorious gates of 
Andrea Pisano, executed in 133a Of their twenty large 
panels appropriately representing scenes in the life of the 
Baptist, the two most beautiful are those of Zacharias 



BAPTISTERY OF FLORENCE. 109 

naming his son, and of S. John being laid in the tomb 
by his disciples. 

'In the first, Zachuias is represented as a venerable old man, writ- 
ing iLt a table, near which stajid a youth and two women, beautifully 
draped, and grouped into a composition whose antique simplicity of 
means shows how far Andrea had advanced beyond Niccola . and Gio- 
vanni (Fisano), who could not tell a story without bringing in a crowd 
of figures. In the burial of S. John we see a sarcophagus, placed be- 
neath a Gothic canopy, into which five disciples are lowering the dead 
body of their master, two at the shoulders (one of whom evidently sus- 
tains the whole weight of the corpse), and two at the feet, while a sorrow- 
ing youth holds up a portion of Che winding-sheet ; a monk, bearing a 
torch, looks down upon the face of S. John from the other side of the 
Area, and near him stands an old man, his hands clasped in prayer and 
his eyes raised to heaven. In these worlts we find sentiment, simpli- 
cily, purity of design, and great elegance of drapery, combined wilh a 
technical perfection hardly ever surpassed, while the single allegorical 
figures show the all-pervadii^ influence of Giotto, from whom Andrea 
learned to use the mythical and spiritual elements of German art, as 
Giovanni Pisano had used the fantastic and dramatic When Ihey were 
completed and set up in the doorway of the Baptistery, now occupied 
by Ghiberti's (Jates of Paradise, all Florence crowded to see them ; 
and the Signory, who never quilted the Palazzo Vecchio in a body 
except on the most solemn occasions, came in state to applaud the 
artist, and to confer upon him the dignity of dliienship.' — P4rkins's 
' Tuscan Sculptert' 

Scarcely less beautiful are the northern gates, of 140T, 
by Lorenzo Ghiberti. 

' Un travail immense, oil des nations de bronze, dans des proportions 
trte petites, mais trte distinctes, ofirent une multitude de physionomies 
vari^, qui toutes expriment une pens^e de I'arliste, une conception 
de son esprit.' — Madame dt Slail. 

The eastern gates were executed by the same artist, 
1447-1456. It was of these that Michelangelo said that 
they 'were worthy to be the gates of Paradise.' 

' In modelling these reliefs,' says Ghiberti, in his second Com- 
mentary, ' I strove to imitate Nature to the utmost, and liy investi- 
gating her methods of work to see how nearly I could approach her. 
I sought to understand how forms strike upon the eye, and how the 
theoretic part of sculptural and pictorial art should be managed. Work- 
ing with the utmost diligence and care, I mtroduced into some of my 
compositions as many as a hundred figures, which 1 modelled upon 



different planes, so that those nearest the eye in^ht appear larger, and 

[hose more remote smaller in proportion.' 

' L'ouviage dura quarante ans, dit Vasari, c'esl a dire un an de moins 
que n'avait v&u Masaccio, uo an de plus que ne devait vivte RaphaeL 
Lorenzo, qui I'avait commence plein de jeunesse et de force, I'acbeva 
vieux et courM. Son portrait est celui de ce vieillard cbauve qui, 
loisque la porte est fenn^, se trouve dans I'omement du milieu ; loute 
une vie d'aitiste s'^tait ^coulee en sueurs, et etait tomb^ goucte k 
goutte sur ce bronze 1 ' — AieJandre Dumas, 

Each of the gates is surmounted by a group in bronze, 



{M^iern) Giffn. Franc. Rustici, S. John Baptist preaching to a 

Pharisee and Sadducee. 
[Eatlem) Andrta da Sansovina. The Baptism of our Lord. 
{Soulhtm) Viruettsio Dante. The Decollation of S. John Baptist. 

The detached porphyry columns near the eastern gates 
were a gift from Pisa in gratitude for the protection afforded 
by Florence in 1114. 

The Interior of 'San Giovanni' is very dark. It is 
surrounded by sixteen columns, of which fifteen are of grey 
granite and one of white raarble^ — the last believed to be 
the column on which the statue of Mars stood near Ponte 
Vecchio, and at the foot of which Buondelmonte fell, 
murdered by the AmideL The cupola is covered with 
mosaics, having a huge figure of our Lord in the centre, 
surrounded by ' Angels, Thrones, Dominations, and Powers.' 
The mosaic of the Tribune is hy Jaeofo Turrita, author of 
the famous mosaic in S. Maria Maggiore at Rome. The 
high-altar has a beautiful frontal of silver repoussk work. 

The present font replaces one brought from S, Reparata 
in 1138. This was a large basin for immersion, sur- 
rounded by smaller basins, one of which was broken by 
Dante while saving a child from drowning. Speaking ot 
the holes in which sinners guilty of simony are punished, 
he says : — 

' Nod mi parien meno ampi ni maggiorl 

Che quei che son nel mio bel Son Giovumi 
Fatti per luogo de' batlezzatori ; 

,Coot^[e 
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L' un degli quali, ancor noD i molt' anni, 
Rupp' io pel un che dentin vi uuiegava : 
E questo sia su^el ch' ogni uomo ^anni.' — In/, xix, l6. 

All the children bom in Florence are still baptized in the 
present font. 

The beautiful tomb of Pope John XXIII. (Baldassare 

Cossa) is by Donatella and his pupil Micheloszo Michelozzi, 
After Pope John was deposed by the Council of Constance, 
he came to Florence to humble himself to his successful 
rival, Martin V., and died here in 1417 in the Palazzo 
Orlandini. He was honoured with a magnificent funeral, 
for which he had left the funds. Pope Martin, still residing 
at S, Maria Novella, objected to the words ' Quondam Papa ' 
in the epitaph, and desired Cosimo de' Medici to alter them, 
but he proudly declined in the words of Pilate, 'Quod 
scrips!, scripsi.' A tomb, with a Gothic inscription, on the 
left of this, commemorates Ranieri, Bishop of Florence. 

' This monument is curious as the subject of a Florentine tradition, 
A woman who made a fortune by the sale of vegetables, and was known 
in Florentine dialect as the "Cavajola" (cabbage-wife), bequeathed 
money to have the bells of Ogni Santi and the Cathedral annually rang 
from the ist of November to the last day of carnival for the repose of 
her soul. Her memory is held in much respect by her townspeople, 
who believed that in some unaccountable manner her bones rest in the 
sarcophagus of Bishop Ranieri, whose tomb has therefore been called 
La Tomta della Cavajola.' — Homir. 

A Roman sarcophagus near the font is a relic of many of 
the kind which once stood on the outside of the building, 
and were removed c 1229. A lean Magdalen, in wood, is 
the work of Donatello. Jacopo Bellini was forced to do 
public penance in the Baptistery (April 8, 1425) for thrash- 
ng one Bernardo di Ser Silvestri, who had thrown stones 
nto his studio. 

' The interior of the Baptistery has a charm of solemnity, almost of 
sadness, like some old mother brooding over generations of her children 
who have passed away-— old, old, meditative still, lost in a deep and 
silent moumfulness. The great round of the walls, so unimpressive out- 
side, has within a severe and lofty grandeur. The vast walls rise up 
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A'imly in that twil^ht coolness which is so grateful in a warm countiT — 
the vast roof tapeis yel Luther up, with one cold pale s(ac of light io 
the centre ; a few %ures, dwaifed by its ^eatness, stand hke ghosts 
about the pavement below— one or two kneeling in the deep stillness ; 
while outside all is light and sound in the piazza, and through the 
opposite doors a white space of sunny pavement appears dazzling and 
blazing. '^ — Blachniood, DCCV. 

The Piazsa del Duomo contains several points of interest 
in Florentine history. The alley which leads from the 
piazza, behind the Misericordia, to the Via Calzaioii, records 
in its name of Via della Morta a curious story which is told 
by Boccaccio. 

' Antonio Rondinelli, having fallen in love with Ginevra degU 
Amieri, could not by any means obtain her from her tather, who pre- 
ferred (o give her to Francesco Agolanti, because he was of noble 
family. The grief of Rondinelli cannol be described, but it was equalled 
by that of Ginevra, who could never be reconciled to Ihe marriage which 
was arrai^ed for her. Whether, therefore, from a struggle with hopeless 
love, or from hysteria, or some other cause, it is a fact that, after this 
ill-assorted marriage had lasted for four years, Ginevra fell into an 
unconscious state, and, after remaining without pulse or sign of life for 
some time, was believed to be dead, and as such was buried in the 
femily lomb in the cemetery of the Duomo near (he Campanile. The 
death of Ginevra, however, was not real, but an appearance produced 
by catalepsy. The night afler her interment she returned to corkscious- 
ness, and, perceiving what had happened, contrived to unfasten her 
hands, and crept as well as she could up the little steps of the vault, 
and, having lifted the stone, came forth. Then, by the shortest way, 
called Via della Morta from this circumstance, she went to her husband's 
house in the Corso degli Adimari ; but, not bemg received by him, who 
from her feeble voice and white dress believed her to be a spectre, she 
went to the house of Bernardo Amieri, her father, who lived in the 
Mercoto Vecchio behind S. Andrea, and then to (hat of an uncle who 
lived close by, where she received the same repulse. 

' Giving in to het tmhappy fate, it is said that she then took refuge 
under the l<^ia of S. Bartolmnmeo in the Via Calzaioli, where, while 
praying that death would put an end to her misery, she remembered 
her beloved Rondinelli, who had always proved faithfiil to her. To 
him she found her way, was kindly received and cared for, and in a 
few days restored to ber former health. 

' Up to this point the story has nothing incompatible with (ruth, 
but that which is difficult to believe is the second marriage of Ginevra 
with Antonio Rondinelli, while her first husband was still living, and 
her petition to the Ecclesiastical Tribunals, who decided, that (he first 
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e having been dissolved by death, the lady in^ht Intimately 
accept another husband.' — Osservalore FiorenHtio} 

The next side-street, Via dello Studio, contains the 
Collegio Eugeniam, founded for chorister- boys by Pope 
Eugenius IV. in 1435. At the corner of this street an 
inscription marks the birthplace of Bishop S. Antonino. 

Close by, on the south of the piazza, are modern statues 
of its two architects, Arnolfo di Cambio and Branelleschi, 
by Pampaloni. 

Farther down the piazza, on the same side, is the stone 
inscribed ' Sasso di Dante' (now let into the wall), where 
Dante is said to have sat and gazed at the cathedral. 

' On the stone 

Called Dante's, — a plain flat-stone scaice discerned 
From others in the pavement — whereupon 

He used to bring his quiet chair out, turned 
To Bninelleschi's church, and pour alone 

The lava of his spirit when it burned : 
It is not cold to-day. O passionate 

Poor Dante who, a banished Florentine, 
Didst sit austere at banquets of the great 

And muse upon this far-off stone of thine, 
And think how oft a passer used to wait 

A moment, in the golden day's decline. 
With " Gcxid-night, dearest Dante ! " — well, good-night ! 

/ muse now, Dante, and think verily, 
Though chapelled in the by-way out of sight, 

Ravenna's bones would thrill vrilh ecstasy, 
Couldst know thy favourite stone's elected right 

As tryst-place for thy Tuscans to foresee 
Their eailiest chartas from.' — Elii. Barrett-Browning, 

At the eastern angle of the piazza is a palace marked by 
a bust of Cosimo I., which was at one time the residence of 
Lorenzo de' Medici. 

An archway close to this palace leads to the offices of the 
Opera del Duomo, which are almost a museum of models 
and various small objects connected with the church. In 
the guarda-roba is the beautiful silver fourteenth-century 

1 Thii story is known in France by the poem of Scribe, ' Giddo et Oinevnu 
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Dossale or altai-front belonging to the Baptistery, also two 
pyxes by Aniottio Pollajuolo, and other treasures. 

The marble pillar which stands on the northern side 
of the Baptistery records the miracle wrought by the dead 
body of S. Zenobio during its translation from S. Lorenzo to 
S. Salvador, when a dead tree on this spot instandy budded 
and bore leaves upon being touched by the holy relic 

The Arcivescovado, behind the Baptistery, is of very 
ancient foundation, but has been much altered. Countess 
Matilda lodged there in the eleventh century, and the 
Emperor Baldwin in 1273. In the Piazza dell' Olio, behind 
the Palace, are some marble arches built into a wall which 
once formed part of the suppressed Church of S. Salvador. 
An archway in this piazza formed the entrance to the Ghetto, 
the Jews' quarter in Florence, once enclosed by walls with 
four gates, and finally doomed to destruction in 1888. In 
the Church of S. Maria Maggtore, close to the Via Cerretani, 
Brunetto Latini, the Master of Dante (ob. 1294), was buried. 
In the Piazza is the Palazzo delU Cento Fitustre, where 
Cigoli the painter lived. Close behind is the Palazzo Orlan- 
dini, enclosing the Palazzo Beccuti, in which John XXIII. 
lived after he had been deposed at Constance. 

The Borgo di S. Lorenzo, which opens opposite the 
Arcivescovado, leads speedily to the Piazza S. Lorenzo, in 
one comer of which is a statue of Giovanni delle Bande 
Nere (father of Cosimo 1.) by Baccio BandinelU, Like 
most of the works of this conceited but indifferent master, 
it has been much ridiculed, and was thus apostrophised by 
the rhymesters of his time : — 

' Messer Giovanni delle Bande Nere, 
DaJ lungo cavalcar noiato e $tanco, 
Scese di cavallo e si pose a sedere.' 

Giovanni delle Bande Nere died in his twenty-ninth 
year, the day after having his leg amputated for a wound he 
received before Borgoforte. During the operation he refused 
to be bound, and himself with unflinching hand held the 
torch which lighted the operators. 
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The Church of S. Lorenzo was originally due to the 
munificence of the Christian matron Giuliana, who vowed 
to erect a church in honour of S. Laurence if she should 

give birth to male offspring. The basilica she built was 
consecrated in a.d, 373 by S. Ambrose, and called the 
Basilica Ambrosiana, and here Bishop Zenobio was buried 

for iifty years, before his translation to S. Salvador. 

In 1435 Brunelleschi was appointed to overlook the re- 
building of S. Lorenzo, but he only lived to see the Sagrestia 
Vecchia completed — the rest was altered and finished by 
Antonio Manetti. 

' San Lorenzo is 360 feet in length by 82 b width, with transepts 
171 feet fiom side lo side. No chuicli can be freer ftom bad taste timji 
this one ; and there is no false construction, nor anftbing to offend the 
most fastidious. Where it fails is in the want of suffideot solidity and 
mass in the supporting pillars and the pier-arches, with reference to the 
load they have to beai ; and a subsequent attenuation and poverty most 
fatal lo archilecluril eKtcV—Fa-gusson. 

In front of the high-altar a porphyry slab covers the 
remains of Cosimo de' Medici — Cosimo il Vecchio, Pater 
Patri^ who died August 1464. 

' Sur le pave en porphyre recouvrant le caveau fiinibte, on grava la 
modeste ^pitaphe qu'on y voit encore aujourd'hui, et remarquable par 
ces deux mots : Pater Patriae. C'etait le titre que, trente annees au- 
paravant, I'entbousiasme populaire lui avait decern^ an joui de son 
triomphe, et qu'au jour de ses fun^raillea un d&ret public avail de 
nouveau consacre en ordoonant de rinscrire sut son tonibeau. Un si 
beau titre aurait d& suffire h. la gloire de Cosme. Feut-etie il ne lui 
eflt ix& jamais contest^ si, pour la dignity de leur nom et surtout dans 
I'inteiSt de I'Etat, ses descendants avaient toujours sutvi les exemples 
doones par leur illustre aleuL ' — Daniicr. 

In the north aisle is a monument by Thorwaldsen to 
Pietro Benvenuti, an excellent modem Italian painter. 

The chapel at the end of the north transept has a rich 
marble altar by Desiderio da Settignano, called by Giovanni 
Santi, 'II bravo Desider, si dolce e hello.' It was the 
' Gesii Bambino ' above this altar which was carried through 
the streets by an army of children, who, at the instigation 
of Savonarola, called for every work of art of an immoral 
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tendency, that it might be destroyed and burnt. The chapel 
on the right of the altar contains the porphyry monument 
of the Grand-Duchess Maria Anna Carolina, first wife of 
Leopold© II., ob. 1832. At the end of the south aisle is a 
fresco of the martyrdom of S. Laurence by Bronisino. The 
bronze pulpits are by Donatello and his pupil Bertoldo. 

In the south transept is the Sagrestia Vecckia, adorned 
with Corinthian columns, and reliefs of the Evangelists, and 
statuettes by Donatello. In the centre of the pavement, 
half concealed by a table, is a sarcophagus-tomb, also by 
Donatello, erected by Cosimo Vecchio to his parents, Gio- 
vanni and Piccarda de' Medici. The sacristy also contains 
the monument of Giovanni and Piero— il Gottoso {the 
Gouty), sons of Cosimo de' Medici, erected by Giuliano 
and Lorenzo the Magnificent, the sons of Piero. Both these 
also rest here in their father's tomb, which is the work of 
Andrea Veroahio. On the wall is a profile of Cosimo 
' Pater Patriae,' who built this sacristy. 

The Sagrestia Nuova is on the north side of the church, 
and has an external entrance. It was designed by Michel- 
angelo, who was ordered by Clement Vli. (Giulio de' Me- 
dici) to construct it, instead of continuing the magnificent 
&9ade for the church, which had been ordered by his pre- 
decessor Leo X. (Giovanni de' Medici). It was begun in 
1523, and occupied Michelangelo for twelve years. Here 
are the famous monuments of Lorenzo, Duke of Urbino, 
grandson of Lorenzo the Magnificent, and father of Catherine 
de' Medici, who died in 1519, and of his uncle Giuliano, 
third son of Lorenzo the Magnificent, who was early weary 
of life, and composed a sonnet in defence of suicide. He 
died, probably of poison, aged thirty-seven, March, 1516.1 

The melancholy statue of Lorenzo is called ' II Pensoso' 
— ' the thinker.' The want of architectural power in Michel- 
angelo is nowhere more definitely shown than in these monu- 
ments. The narrow niches in which the Medici are confined 
would make it impossible for them to stand upright, and the 

1 His widow was the clianniiig Philibert de Savoie, the friend of Maceuerile de 
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disproportionate figures below are slipping off the pitiable 
pedestals which support them. The figures beneath the 
statue of Lorenzo are intended for Dawn and Twilight. 
Dawn, wearily awaking, is perhaps the Anest of the four 
statues. Below the statue of Giuliano are Day and Night 
— Day a mere bozzetto?- Most people, though they may not 
dare to confess it, will find it difficult to understand the 
praises which succeeding generations have heaped upon 
these statues,^ 

' Four ineffable types, nol of darkness nor of day — not of morning 
nor evening, but of the departure and the resurrection, the twilight and 
the dawn, of the souls of men.' — Raskin, 

It is of the figure of Night that Giovanni Battista Strozzi 
wrote : — 

' La Notte che tu vedi in ^ doici atti 
Dormir, fu da un Angelo scolpita 
In questo sasso, e purch^ dorme, ha vita ; 
Destala, se nol credi, e paileratti.' 

To which Michelangelo replied : — 

' Grato m' & 'I sonno, e piii 1' esser di sasso, 
Mentie che il danno e la vei^c^a dura ; 
Non vedei, non sentir, m' k gran venlura : 
Perb non mi destai, deh \ paria basso t ' * 

' Michel's Nighl and Day 

And Dawn and Twilight wait in marble scorn. 

Like d<^ upon a dunghill, couched on clay 
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From whence the Medicean stamp's outwom. 

The final putting-off of all such sway 
By all such hands, and fieeing of the unbom 

In Florence and the great world outside Florence. 
Three hundred years his patient statues wait 

In that small chapel of the dim St. Laurence : 
Day's eyes are breaking bold and passionate 

Over his shoulder, and will flash abhorrence 
On darkness, and with level looks meet fate, 

When once loose from that marble film of theirs ; 
The Night has wild dreams in hei sleep, the Dawn 

Is haggard as the sleepless, Twilight wears 
A sort of horror ; as the veil withdrawn 

'Twixt the Artist's soul and works had left them h^rs 
Of speechless thoughts which would not quail nor fown. 

Of angers and contempts, of hope and love ; 
For not without a meanii^ did he place 

The princely Urbino on the seat above 
With everlasting shadow on his face. 

While the slow dawns and twilights disapprove 
The ashes of his long- extinguished race 

Which never more shall cltg the feet of men.' 

£iii. Barrell-Browning. 

' Is not thine hour come to wake, O slumbering Night ? 
Hath not the Dawn a message in thine ear? 
Though thou be stone and sleep, yet shall thou hear 
When the word falls from heaven — Let there be light. 
Thou knowesl we would not do thee the despite 
To wake thee while the old sorrow and shame were near ; 

We spake not aloud for thy sake, and for fear 
Lest thou shouldst lose the rest that was thy right, 
The blessing given thee that was thine alone. 
The happiness to sleep and to be stone : 

Nay, we kept silence of thee for thy sake 
Albeit we knew thee alive, and left with thee 
The great good gift to feel not nor to see ; 

But will not yet thine Ar^el bid thee wake.' 

S'winiume, 'In San Lortitzo.' 

Perhaps of all the statues that of Lorenzo has been the 
roost admired : — 

' The statue that ats above the allegories of Morning and Evening 
is like no other that ever came from a sculptor's hand. It b the one 
work worthy of Michelangelo's reputation, and grand enough to vindi- 
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cale for him all the genius the woild gave him credit for. And yet it 
seems a simple thing enough to think of 01 to execute ; merely a silttog 
figure, the fare partly over^haxloweiJ by a helmet, one hand supporting 
the chin, the other resting on the thigh. But after looking at it a little 
while, the spectator ceases to think of it as a marble statue ; it comes 10 
life, and yoD see (hat the princely figure is brooding over some great 
design, which, when he has arranged in his own mind, the world will 
be fain to execute for him. No such grandeur and majesty have else- 
where been put into human ^hape-'—Z/amlAfrtu. 

' From its character of profound reflection, the figure ol Lorenzo has 
acquired the dktinclive appellation of "La Pens& de Michel-Ange." 
It is, in fact, the personification of contemplative thought. The head, 
surmounted by a casque of classical form, is gently declined ; the elbow 
of the left arm reposes upon a casket on the knee of the statue ; and the 
forefinger of the corresponding hand is placed upon the lip in deep 
meditation; (he crossed legs indicate complete repose; and the right 
arm, with the iiand turned back, leans with perfect ease upon the thigh. 
The flexure of the body is so plastic and easy, and tKe anatomical truth 
of the whole so perfect, that it seems like life suddenly congealed into 
marble. "Vivos ducent de marmore vultus.'"— ;/. S. Harford. 
' Nor then foiget that Chamber of ihe Dead, 

Where the gigantic shapes of Night and Day,' 

Turned into stone, rest everlastingly ; 

Yet still are breathing, and shed round at noon 

A twofold influence — only to be felt — 

A light, a darkness, mingling each with each ; 

Both, and yet neither. There, from age lo age. 

Two ghosts are silling on their sepulchres. 

That is the Duke Lorenzo. Mark him well. 

He meditates, his head upon his hand. 

What from beneath his helm-like bonnet scowls ? 

Is it a face, or but an eyeless skull ? 

'Tis lost in shade ; yet, like the basilisk, 

II fascinates, and is intolerable. 

His mien is noble, most majestical 1 

Then most so, when the distant choir is heard 

At mom or eve — nor fail thou to attend 

On that thrice- hallowed day, when all are there ; 

When all, propitiating with solemn songs. 

Visit the Dead. Then will thou feel his Foviet.'—Kofffrs. 
Opposite the altar is a Madonna and Child, also by 
Michelangelo, and, hlce almost all his statues, a mere 
sketch in marble. On one side of it is S, Cosmo by 
MonlorsoH; on the other, S. Damian by Montelupo. 
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The stairs of the Sagrestia Nuova lead also to the 
Medicean Chapel, built as a Mausoleum by the Grand- Duke 
Ferdinand I., younger son of Cosimo I. It was begun in 
1604, and is entirely covered with precious marbles and 
pietra-dura work. The armorial bearings of the principal 
cities of Tuscany are introduced as decorations. The 
granite cenotaphs of the Medici stand around. The only 
ones which have statues are those of Ferdinand I. (ob. 
1608), by Helro Tacca, and Cosimo II. (ob, 1620), by 
Giovanni da Bologna. 

' The chapel di Diposili is a work of Michelangelo, and the first 
he ever buill ', bul the design is petty and capricious. The chapel of 
the Medici is more noble and more chaste in the de^gn itself; though 
its architect was a prince, and its walls were destined to receive the 
richest ciust of ornament that ever was lavished on so laige a surface. ' 

In the Cloiiter, which was designed by Brunelleschi, 
close to the entrance from the church, is the monument, by 
San Gallo, of Paolo Giovio,the historian, ob. 1552. He is 
represented in his robes as Bishop of Nocera, This cloister 
is, by ancient custom, the refuge of all homeless cats ; any 
one wishing to dispose of a cat brings it here and abandons 
it, with the knowledge that it will be provided for. The 
feeding of the cats, which takes place when the clock strikes 
twelve, is a most curious sight Broken meat and scraps of 
bread, &c, collected at house-doors, are brought in a sack, 
and from every roof and arch and parapet wall, mewing, 
hissing, and screaming, the cats rush down to cievour it 
In this cloister of a church so much connected with Michel- 
angelo, we may note the kind of window-grating bulging out 
below, so common in Florence, called Kneeling Windows, 
which were invented by him. 

The cloister is overlooked by the windows of the Lauren- 
tian Library, built by Michelangelo for Clement VII. to 
receive the Medicean collection. The windows are filled 
with stained glass by Giovanni da Udine. The Library, 
which originated in the collection of Cosimo Vecchio, 
contains more than 7000 MSS., including original letters 
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of Petrarch, many precious illuminated Missals, and the 
famous copy of the Pandects of Justinian, discovered in 
ii37at Amalfi, and given by Leo X. to the Duke of Urbino, 
but restored in 1786. Some of the illuminations are by the 
Oderisi, whom Dante extols as ' the honour of the art.' 

(The Via di Ginori, which continues the Piazza di S. 
Lorenzo, leads into the Via di S. Galto. Here, on the 
right, at the comer of the Via Silvestrino, is the Palazzo 
Pandolfini, designed by Raffaelle. On the opposite side of 
the street the Convent- CAwrcA of S. Apollonia has a door by 
Michelangelo, and, in the Refectory, a Cenacolo of Andrea 
del Caslagne. 

'One Sunday, Giotto, bdng on his way to S. Gallo, and having 
stopped in the Via del Cocomaro to tell some story, was so rudely 
caught by a pig running down the street, that he fell. He rose, how- 
ever, very quietly, and, smiling, turned to tlie person neatest him, 
spying, " The brute is right. Have I not in my day earned thousands 
with the help of his bristles, and never given one of them even a cup 
of brolh ? " 'Sacckelti. 

Beyond the Porta di San Gallo, which was built in 
1284, is a Triumphal Arch, erected in honour of the entry 
of Francis II., husband of Maria Teresa — 'an arch in the 
most perfect opposition to the grave and austere architec- 
ture of the city which it announces," The open meadow 
beyond was the property of Dante.) 

At one corner of the Piazza S. Lorenzo rises the magni- 
ficent Palazzo Riceardi, begun in 1430 by Cosimo Vecchio, 
from the designs of Michelozzo MichelozzL Here, when 
Cosimo was being carried through the palace in his old age 
after the death of his favourite son Giovanni, the unhappy 
father was heard to murmur, ' Too largte a house for so small 
a family.' Here, under his son Piero il Gottoso, the en- 
thusiasm for learning, first animated by Cosimo, continued 
to have its centre. Marsilius Ficinus, who remained at the 
court, burnt a lamp before the bust of Plato, as before an 
altar; and Sacchetti relates how a passer-by, unreptoved, 
took the candles which burnt before a crucifix, and placed 
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them before the bust of Dante, saying, 'Take them, for 
thou art the more worthy.' 

The upper part of the palace is richly and carefully 
decorated, and gains greatly in effect by contrast with the 
grand basement-storey of gigantic rough-hewn stones, upon 
which it rests. Rings for torches and banners are attached 
to the windows, and at one comer is a beautiful fattale by 
Niccolb Caparra. Here Charles VIII. of France, Pope 
Leo X, and the Emperor Charles V. were lodged. Here 
also the Duke Alessandro, illegitimate brother of Catherine 
de' Medici and the last male lineal descendant of Cosimo 
Pater Patriae, was murdered by his distant cousin Lorenzino, 
who had been the minister of his pleasures. The room 
where this crime was committed was pulled down afterwards, 
and has been kept in ruins ever since. The palace was sold 
to the Riccardi by Ferdinand II. in 1659, but was repur- 
chased by the Grand-Duke in the last century, and is now 
public property, 

'The Riccardi Palace, notwithstanding its early date (1430), illus- 
triles all the best characteristics of the stfle. It possesses a splendid 
facade, 300 feet in length by 90 in height. The lower storey, which is 
considerably higher than the other two, is also bolder, and pierced with 
only a few openings, and these placed unsymmetrically, as if in prond 
contempt of those slmclural exigencies which must govern all frailer 
constructions.' — Fergiision. ■ 

The court of the palace is surrounded by many of the 
sarcophagi which once stood outside the Baptistery, some 
of them exceedingly interesting and curious. The great Gal- 
lery is painted with the Apotheosis of the Medici by Lmu 
Giordano (1632-1705). It was here that Charles VIII. of 
France received the deputies of the Republic to discuss 
the terms of the treaty he proposed with the city ; and here, 
when the King, impatient of delays, threatened to sound his 
trumpets, he received the famous answer of Pietro Capponi 
— ' If you sound your trumpets, we will sound our bells ' — 
and the answer saved Florence; 

But the gem of the palace is the Chapel (of which the 
keys are kept at the Accademia). It is entirely covered 
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by most glorious (rescoes of Betiozxo (?c23o/i (1400-1478), 
painted by lamplight, as there was originally no window to 
the chapeL The altar-piece, removed to make the present 
window, must have represented the Virgin and Child, to 
whom the angels on either side the choir are kneeling in 
adoration or standing singing praises. All the rest of the 
walls is occupied by the procession of the Magj, winding 
through a rocky country, except at the angles, where the 
shepherds are represented leaving their flocks. The three 
kings are, as usual, portrayed of three ages, and the models 
are said to have been the Patriarch of Constantinople, the 
Emperor of the East, and Lorenzo the Magnificent The 
details of beasts, birds, and flowers are most beautiful One 
small portion of the fresco, where a secret staircase existed, 
is a later addition. 

' Behind fhe adoring angel groups, the landscape is governed by the 
most absolufe symmetry ; roses and pomegranates, their leaves drawn 
to the last rib and vein, twine themselves in fair and perfect order about 
delicate trellises ; broad stone pines and tall cypresses overshadow them, 
bright birds hover here and there in the serene sky, and groups of 
angels, hand joined with hand, and wing with wing, glide and float 
through the glades of the unentangled forest. But behind the human 
figures, behind the pomp and turbulence of the kingly procession de- 
scending from the distant hills, the spirit of the landscape is changed. 
Serener rnountains rise in the distance, ruder prominences and less 
flowery vary the nearer ground, and gloomy shadows remain unbroken 
beneath the forest branches.'— ^wifn, 'Modem Painters' 

The Biblioteca Riccardi was collected by the Marchese 
Vincenzo Capponi : it is open to the public 

Close to this palace is the Church of S. Giorannino, built 
for the Jesuits by Bartolommeo Ammanati, who gave his 
whole patrimony towards the work. He was buried here 
with his wife, Laura Eattiferi. The body of the murdered 
Duke Alessandro was concealed in this church in 1536. In 
the neighbouring Via Martelli is the Palazzo MarieUi, con- 
taining a beautiful statue of S. John Baptist by Donatello, 
which he presented as a token of gratitude to his early 
patron Roberto Martelli. 

The Via Cavour, on the other side of the Palazzo 
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Riccardi, leads to the Piazza S. Marco. On the left is the 
Public Library (Biblioteca Marucelliana) founded by Fran- 
cesco Manicelli, who died in 1703. 

One whole side of the square is occupied by the great 
Monastery and Church of S. Marco, founded by the Silves- 
trini, a branch of the Vallombrosans, in 1290, but almost 
entirely rebuilt under Michelozzo Michelozzi- It was chiefly 
interesting from its association with Savonarola and Fra 
Angelico, 

The convent is now a kind of Museum of Histoiy and Ai(, uid is 
admirably cared for. Visitors pay i franc at the entrance, and then 
are allowed to wander and admire at their own will. 

The Cloister is first entered. It is surrounded by fres- 
coes of a later date, but amid them are six exquisite works 
of Fra Angelico : — 

1. The Cruciliiiion, with S. Dominic kneeling at the foot of the 

2. S. Peter Martyr, with the knife of his martyrdom buried in his 

shoulder, and his linger on his lips expressing the enforced 
iv , silence of the cloister. 

■j,^</-*V. -3. The Discipline of the cloister (much injured), expressed by S. 
I- 1 '^1 'U**' Dominic, with a book and a cat'Of'Oine- tails. 



. The Kesuitection, expressive of the reward of monastic li 

5. Two Domioicans welcoming our Saviour in a pilgrim's dress. 

6. A portrait of S. Thomas Aquinas, as the glory of the Dominicans. 

The rest of Che frescoes here are by different artists ; the 
best by Poccetti {\^^2-\bi2). Many interesting points in 
old Florence are introduced in them. They tell the story 
of its holy Bishop Antonino ; he prays before the crucifix 
in Or San Michele; he walks in a procession to the 
Cathedral, which has its old fa^de; he defends a bride 
entering the Duomo from the curiosity of the crowd ; he 
gives his blessing to Dante da Castiglione and his wife — in 
the background is seen the villa of Castiglione at Cercina, 
just as it still appears. The Funeral of S. Antonino is by 
Matieo Rossdli (1578-1650). It is in this cloister that 
Girolamo Savonarola is des<;ribed as sitting in his early 
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convent life, discoursing under a damaslc-rose tree — ' sotto 
un rosajo di rose datnaschine.' 

Opening from the cloister (right) is the Great Refectory, 
which contains a good fresco by Giov. Ant. Sogliani (1492- 
1544) of the Angels bringing food to %■ Dominic and his 
fasting and penniless brethren at S. Sabina at Rome 

The Chapter-House has a grand Crucifixion by Fra An- 
gelica. Many saints, including the Medicean patrons SS. 
Cosmo and Damian and the Fathers of the Church, are in- 
troduced in this picture, and gaze up at the Saviour with 
wonder, sorrow, and ecstasy. Around it is a lovely frame- 
work of Prophets and Sibyls, and beneath is S. Dominic, 
from whom springs the tree of the Order, branching into 
many saints. 

' In point of religious expression, thb is one of the most beautiful 
works of art existing. ' — KugUr. 

' The great Crucifixioa in the Capitolo is in excellent preservation, 
and a very singular composition. The tree of life, with its fruit of 
salvation, the Crucified Messiah, stands in (he midst ; Co the left, the 
Virgin faints in Che arms of S. John, attended by the Maries, &c. ; to 
the right, a whole host of the Christian Fathers and doctors are grouped 
in adoration, a most noble company, full of variety and individuality in 
countenance and attitude, yet collectively one in the concentration of 
their interest on Christ. The heads are full of character, that of S. 
Jerome kneeling is peculiarly grand ; (he breadth and dignity of the 
drapery is surpiislng. The background was originally of rich ultra. 
marine, now picked off. The whole b surrounded by a fresco frame- 
work of Prophets, Sibyls, and Saints, among whom the pelican, the 
ancient symbol of our Saviour, looks down upon the cross. A row of 
Saints and Beati of Che Dominican Order, branching from (he patriarch 
in the centre, runs like a frieze below.' — Lord Lindsays ' Christian 
Art.' 

' To understand how profoundly eveiy part of this grand composition 
has been meditated and worked out, we must bear in mind that it was 
painted in a convent dedicated to S. Mark ; in the days of the first and 
greatest of the Medici, Cosimo and Loremo ; and (hat it was the work 
of a Dominican friar, for the glory of the Dominican Order. In the 
centre of the picture is the Redeemer crucified between the two thieves. 
At the fool of the cross is the usual group of the Vii^n fainting in the 
arms of S. John the Evangelist, Mary Magdalene, and another Mary. 
To the right of this group, and the left of the spectator, is seen S. Mark 
as patron of the convent, kneeling and holding bis Gospel ; behind him 
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stands S. John the Baptist, as piotectoi of the city of Florence. Beyond 
ate three martyrs, S. Laurence, S. Cosmo, and S. Damian, patrons of 
the Medici family. The two former, as patrons of Co^mo and Lorenzo 
de* Medici, look up to the Saviour with devotion ; S. Damian turns 
away and hides his face. On the left of the Cross we have the group of 
the founders of the various Orders — first, S. Dominic, kneeling with 
hands outspread, gazes up at the Crucified ; behind him S. Augustine 
and S. Albert the Cannelite, mitred and robed as hishpps; in front 
kneels S. Jerome as a Jeronymile hermit, the Cardinal's hat at his feet i 
behind him kneels S. Francis ; behind S. Francis stand two venerable 
'' - figures, S, Benedict and 5. Romualdo ; and in front of them kneeb 
;> S. Bernard, with his book ; and, still more in front, S. John Gualberto, 
in the attitude in which he looked up at the crudfiic when he spared his 
'^ brother's murderer. Beyond this group of monks Angelico has intro- 
duced two of the famous friars of his own community : S. Peter Martyr 
kneels in front, and behmd him stands S. Thomas Aquinas ; the two, 
thus placed tc^ether, represent the iancHty and the learning of the 
- Dominican Order, and close this sublime and wonderful composition. 
• Thus considered, we may read it hke a sacred poem, and every separate 
"> figure is a study of character. I hardly know anything in painting 
, finer than the pathetic beauty of the head of the penitent thief, and the 
," mingled fervour and intellectual refinement in the head of S. Bernard. 
'It will be remembered that, in this group of patriarchs, " Capie 
' ...Fondalori de' Religiosi," S. Bnino, the famous founder of the Car- 
) thusians, is omitted. At the time the fresco was painted, about 1440, 
y S. Bruno was not canonised. '^yawifjun'j ^McnastU Oriiirs.' 

A passage leads to the Smaller Refectory, which contains 
a Cenacolo by Ghirlandajo, a noble picture with beauti- 
; ftilly' rendered details of birds and flowers seen through the 
open arcades behind the figures. Here is the entrance to 
the stairs leading to the cells. At their head is a lovely 
Annunciation by Fra Angelico. 

' The ■\^ii^ sits in an open loggia resembling that of the Florentine 
church of L' Annuniiato. Before her is a meadow of rich herbage 
covered with daisies. Behind her is seen, through a door al the end of 
the lc^£ia, a chamber with a single grated window, through which 
a star-like beam of light falls into the silence.' — Jtuskin, 'Modem 
Paintirs! ii. ifij- 

Facing this is S. Dominic embracing the Cross. The 
most perfect works of Fra Angelico may be studied here, 
where they were painted with afiectionate care on the walls 
of his convent-home and in the cells of his friends and 
companions. 
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' Fra Giovanni was in his manner of life simple and most holy ; and 
the foliowing may be taken as an indication of his scrupulous subjection 
to duty. One day, Nicholas V. having invited him to dinner, be re- 
fused to eat meal, because he had not previously obtained the required 
peimission of his superior, foi^etting, in his unquestioning obedience, 
the authority of the Pope to release him from it. He avoided all 
worldly business, and living in purity and holiness, he so loved the 
poor, as, I believe, his soul now loves heaven ; he worked continually 
in his art ; nor would he ever paint other things than those which 



concerned the saints. He might have been rich, but he cared not for 
riches; nay, he was wont to say, that true riches consist entirely in 
being content with little. He might have bad command over many, 
and would not, saying that to obey others was less troublesome and 
less liable to error. It was in his choice to have honour and dignities 
in his convent and beyond it ; but .they were valueless to him, who 
affirmed (hat the only dignity he sought was to avoid Hel! and to 
reach Paradise ; and what d^ity is to be compared to that which all 
ecclesiastics, and indeed all men, ought to seek, and which is found 
only in God and in a virtuous life ? He was most kind, and living 
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soberly and chastely, he freed himself from the snares of the world, 
frequently repeating that the Painter had need of quiet and of a life 
undisturbed by cares, and that he who does the things of Christ should 
always be with Christ. That which appears to me a very wondrous 
and almost incredible thing b, that among bis brethren he was never 
seen in anger : and it was his wont, when he admonished bis friends, to 
do il with a sweet and smiling gentleness. To those who asked for his 
works, he invariably answered, with incredible- benignity, that they had 
oniy lo obtain the consent of (he Prior, and then he would not foil to 
do their pleasure. In fine, this monk, whom it is impossible to praise 
overmuch, was in his words and works humble and modest, and, in his 
pictures, of ready skill, and devout ; and the saints which he painted 
have a more saint -like air and semblance than those of any other painter 
whatever. It was tiis rule not to retouch or alter any of his works, but 
to leave them just as they had shaped themselves at first ; for he 
believed, and he used to say, (hat such was the vrill of God. It is 
supposed that Fra Giovanni never took up a brush without a previous 
prayer. He never painted a ciucifiit without battling his own cheeks 
with tears, and therefore it is that the expressions and attitudes of his 
figures clearly demonstrate the devotion of bis great soul to the Christian 
religion. lie died in 1455 in the sixty-eighth year of his age.' — Fasari. 

The Dormitoty of the convent is divided into cells, with 
a passage down the middle. Each cell has its own exquisite 
fresco. Turning to the left, those in the cells on the left are 
all by Fra Angelica, those on the right, by his brother, Fra 
Benedetto. In the Corridor, on the right, is a large fresco, 
once a tabernacle, of the Virgin and Child enthroned, with, 
on the right, SS. Mark, Thomas Aquinas, Laurence, and 
Peter; on the left, SS. John the Evangelist, Cosmo and 
Damian, and Dominic 

Amongst the most beautiful parts in the frescoes in the 
cells are : — 

No. 5. The figure of S. Catherine, who kneels in background at 

Ihe Nativity, 
No. 6. The Transfiguration — (he -figure of the Saviour is sublime. 
No. 7. The Saviour buffeted — only the insulting hands appear, and 

have a very odd effect. The Virgin appears below, and 

S, Dominic, who is introduced in most of the pictures. 
No. 8. The figure of the dazzled Mary looking into the empty tomb 

at the Resurrection. 
No. 9. The humble rapt figure of the Madonna, in the Coronation 

<rfthe Vi^in. 
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The cells on the other side of this corridor (No. 15-23) 
intended for the 'Giovanati, monks who had just passed 
their novitiate, contain the Crucifixion repeated in each by 
J-'ra Benedetto, only the figure of S. Dominic at the foot of 
the cross is always varied. 

At the end of the corridor is (Na 12) the Prior's Celt, 
which contains two frescoes of the Madonna and Child by 
Fra Sartolommeo, painted when the sermons of Savonarola 
had so impressed him with a religious vocation that he had 
bidden an eternal farewell to the world, and assumed the 
monastic habit at Prato, whence he was removed to this 
convent, where he was induced to resume his pencil, though 
only for religious subjects. Here are busts of Savonarola 
and his friend Girolamo Benivieni, imitations of old terra- 
cottas, by Girolamo Bastiniani {oh. r868). Within, are two 
small cells, which are of deep interest as having been occu- 
pied by Girolamo Savonarola, when Prior. His hair-shirt, 
rosary, chair, and a fragment from the pile on which he was 
burnt are preserved here. In a desk, which is an imitation 
of his own, is a copy of his sermons, and — most interesting 
^-his treatise against the ' Trial by Fire,' and upon the desk 
is his wooden Crucifix. The portrait upon the wall is at- 
tributed to J-ra Bartolommeo. In the inner cell is a most 
interesting old picture which belonged to the Buondelmonti 
family, representing the Execution of Savonarola (May 28, 
1498), The Ringhiera is represented, with the long plat- 
form leading from it by which the scaffold in the piazza 
was approached. The three suffering monks are seen three 
times, so as to give the whole scene — (i) being unfrocked; 
(2) being dragged along the platform ; (3) hanging round 
a pole over the flames. 

Savonarola embraced a monastic life in his twenty-second 
year, choosing the Dominican Order on account of his pre- 
dilection for S. Thomas Aquinas. In 1490 he was elected 
Prior of S. Marco, and obtained leave to preach in the cathe- 
dral, finding his conventual church too small for the crowds 
who came to attend his sermons, for 'even in winter the 
square in front of S. Marco was thronged for hours before 



its doors were opened, by disciples wishing for places,'^ 
and ' tradesmen forbore to open their shops till the Prior's 
morning preaching was over.'* 

' In order to participate in tlie benefits of the spiritual food which 
he dispensed, the inhabitants of the town and neighbouring villages 
deserted their abodes, and the nide mountaineers descended frotn the 
Apennints and directed their steps towards Florence, where crowds of 
pilgrims flocked every morning at break of day, when the gates were 
opened, and became the objects of a charily truly fraternal, the citizens 
vying with each other in the exercise of the duties of Christian hospi- 
taJity, embracing them in the streets aa brothers, even before they were 
acquainted with their names, whQe some of the more pious received 
them by forty at a time into their houses. 

'When we consider that this enthusiasm continued for seven con- 
secutive years, during which time it was necessary for him to preach 
separately to men, women, and children, from the impossibility of ad- 
mitting them all at one time into the cathedral ; that all this unheard-of 
success WH5 obtained amidst the cries of rage of the moderate fection, 
who denounced him daily at the court of Rome, and threatened him 
publicly with punishment, we are at a loss which to admire most in 
Savonarola, his inexhaustible fluency as an evangelical orator, his facility 
in rising superior to popular fiiry, or bis almost superhuman reliance on 
that Divine succour which he believed could never fail him. 

' The eloquence of the pulpit had before this degenerated into dis- 
putations purely scholastic, and the preachers most in favour, making 
a monstrous medley of the Gospel and li^c, came, their heads stuffed 
with all the subtleties of the schools, to perplex the minds of theil 
hearers with barren disputations, while the things of l3od and of Faith 
were neglected and forgotten. 

' Blessed, indeed, were then the poor in spirit ; for, when Savona- 
rola burst forth with the abundance and happy choice of his Biblical 
quotations, it was in these simple souls they re-echoed, like repeated 
peals of thunder, and the same burning coal appeared to have refined 
their hearts and purified their tips. . . . The sympathies of the preacher 
were never more deeply affected than when he spoke to children. He 
called upon them to reap the fruits of his labours in their day, and to 
watch over the future destinies of their country; but in the meantime 
he prepared for this glorious future by adapting to their capacities the 
great truths of the faith and by suggesting salutary reforms in domestic 
education. It was solely on the generations placed, so to speak, be- 
tween infancy and manhood that Savonarola rested his hopes of the 
filture ; hopes which he cherished during eight consecutive years, with 

1 Snnondl, Hiil. lUd. ili. 71, ' Builimacchi, Vit. Sac. BS, 93. 
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an unparalleled zeal, and which sustained him under the severe trials 
caused by Ihe implacable halted of his enemies. 

' To prepare and secure the triumph of art, poetry, and Christian 
faith, for a new era, which was to open gloriously with the sixteenth 
century, and at Florence, rather than elsewhere, on account of her 
superior holiness, such was the aim which Savonarola proposed to 
himself in impregnating the heart and imagination of youth with the 
exquisite perfume of a tender child-like piety, the fragrance of which is 
generally prolonged through advancing years. His success so far sur- 
passed his expectations, that he could only himself attribute It to the 
miraculous intervention of Divine mercy, and he was never more pathetic 
than when he poured forth his gratiiude to the Author of (his blessing. 
The joy he experienced was so great that it seemed an anticipation of 
his heavenly reward. '^ — Jfia. 

'"In heaven," said Pius VII., "Ishallknowtheexplanation of three 
great mysteries, the Immaculate Conception, the suppression of the 
Society of Jusus, the death of Savonarola. War waged round Savona- 
rola in his lifetime : it has never ceased since his death. Saint, schis- 
matic, or heretic, ignorant vandal or Christian artist, prophet or chailatan, 
champion of the Roman Church or apostle of emancipated Italy — which 
was Savonarola?"' — Church Quarterly Review, July 1889. 

One of the longings of Savonarola was to make his 
convent a school and sanctuary of sculpture and painting 
entirely consecrated to the service and glory of religion. 
Hence, perhaps, partly, his power over the minds of the 
artists of his time. 

'Saadro Botticelli gave up painting for love of Savonarola, and 
would have starved without the assistance of Lorenzo de' Medici and 
other friends. Two of the Robbias were made priests by his hand, and 
testified their veneration for him by coining a medal bearing his portrait 
on one side, and on the other a city with many towers, above which 
appeared a hand holding a da^er pointing downwards, with the motto, 
"Gladius Domini sup. terram cito et velociter." Lorenzo di Credi 
spent the latter years of his life in the convent of S. Maria Novella ; 
Frs Bartolommeo became a monk in the convent of S. Mark, and was 
so afflicted by Savonarola's death, that he gave up painting for four 
years. Cronaca ceased story- telling, for which he had become famous, 
and would talk only of Fra Girolamo. Giovaimi della Comiole per- 
petuated his likeness in one of the finest of modem gems. Michel- 
angelo, one of the friar's constant auditors in his youth, pored over his 
sermons when an old man, and ever retained a vivid impression of his 
powerful voice and impassioned gestures, proving that he had profited 
by his eloquent appeals when he defended the republic on the slopes of 
&in Mlniato.' — Perkia^s 'Tuuan Sculptors' 
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' To a mind like that of Savonarola, deeply imbued with the religious 
sentiment, Florentine art acted like sacred music, and bore witness to 
the omnipotence of genius inspired by faith. The paintingE of Aiigelico 
appeared to have brought down angels from heaven to dwell in the 
cloisters of 5. Mark, and he felt as if hb soul had been transported to 
the world of the blessed.' — FasquaU Villari. 

' Le grandeur de Savonarola est d'avoir sent) que, pour sauver la 
nationalite italienne, il fallaiC porter la revolution dans la rel^on 
ttAme.'-— Edgar Quinet, ' R^ot. tfltalti.' 

Returning to the head of the stairs, the cell facing the 
staircase {No. 31) was that occupied hy S. Antonino, before 
he was raised to the archbishopric. His vestments, his 
portrait by Fra Bartolommeo, and a mask of his face are 
preserved here, 

' It would be difficult to find in history an example of self-denial 
more constant, of ctiarity more active, of love to our ne^hbour more 
truly evangelical, than S. Antonmo. There is scarcely a charitable 
institution in Florence that he did not either found or revive. To him 
belonged the praise of changing into an institution of charity that society 
of the Bigallo which S. Peter Martyr had founded for the exlermbation 
of heresy, and which had so often polluted the sireets and walls of 
Florence with blood. From that time forward the officers of the 
Bigallo, instead of burning and slaying human beings, sought out and 
succoured n^lected orphans. S. Antonino was the founder of the 
society called " Suvni Uomini di San Afarlitto," who, to this day, fuiiil 
the Christian duty of collecting offerings and of distributing them to 
the poor of better condition who are ashamed to beg. It would be 
impossible to recount all he did for the benefit of the people. He was 
frequently seen traversing the city and surrounding country, leading a 
mule loaded with bread for some and with clothes for others, and 
bringing rehef to the dwellings of the poor which plague or famine had 
made desolate. His death, which occurred in Florence in 1459, was 
mourned as a public calamity, and no one ever mentioned his name 
without reverence.' — Pasquale Villari. 

In the cell of S. Antonino is a genealogical tree of the 
monks of the convent ; the name of Savonarola is nearly 
obliterated by kisses. Here also is a fresco by Fra Angelico 
representing the Descent of Christ into Hades. 

'Early Italian artists of earnest purpose indicated by perfect simi- 
larity of action and gesture on the one hand, and by (he infinite and 
trathful variation of expression on the other, the most subhme strength, 
becaose the most absorbing unity, of mullitodinous passion (hat ever 
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buman heart conceived. Hence, in the cloister of S. Mark's, the in- 
tense, fixed, statue-like silence of ineSible adoration upon the spirits in 
prison at the feet of Christ, side by side, the hands lifted, and the knees 
bowed, and the lips trembling together.'— A'wjij'n, 'Modem Painttrs,' 
iL sa- 
in cell No. 33 is an exquisite little Fra AngelUo of the 
Madonna and ChUd surrounded by Angels, brought from 
S. Maria Novella, and in the cell within this another small 
picture of the Coronation of the Virgin. 

' The sweetness and purity of the Virgin are beyond the sphere of 
criticism — they sink into the heart and dwell there in the dim but holy 
light of memory, in association with looks and thoughts too sacied for 
sunshine and " too deep for tears." '^Lor J Linds/iy. 

Cell No. 34 has a similar picture of the Adoration of 
the Magi, with a lovely predella. 

The last cell on the right (No. 38), adjoining the church, 
has an inner chamber approached by steps. An inscription 
records that it belonged to Cosimo de' Medici, who built it 
that he might more intimately converse with S. Antonino 
and the two brothers Fra Angelico and S. Benedetta A 
portrait of Cosimo by Pontormo hangs in the cell Here 
Fope Eugenius IV. lodged in 1432, when he came for the 
consecration of the church. The frescoes are the Adoration 
of the Magi and a Pietii. 

The Library is a fine room supported by ranges of 
pillars. It contains a curious collection of choral-books 
brought hither from various suppressed convents. Fourteen 
of those originally belonging to S. Marco were illuminated 
by Fra Benedetto. It was this room which witnessed the 
last striking scene in Savonarola's convent life. 

' In the middle of this hall, under the simple vaults of Micheloiri, 
Savonarola placed the sacrament, collecting his brethren around him, 
and addressed them in bis last and memorable words: "My sons, in 
the presence of God, standing before ihe sacred Host, and with my 
enemies already in the convent, I now confirm my doctrine. What I 
have said came to me from God, and He is my witness in heaven that 
what I say is true. I little thought that the whole city would so soon 
have turned aginst me ; but God's will be done. My last admonition 
to you b this — Let your arms be faith, patience, and prayer. I leave 
you with anguish and pain, lo pass into the hands of my enemies. I 
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know not whether they will take mj life ; but of this I am certain, that 
dead, I shall be able to do far more for you in heaven, than living I 
have ever had power to do on earth. Be comforted, embrace the cross, 
and by that you will find the haven of salvation." 

' The enemy had now got full possession of the convent, and Giovac- 
chino della Vecchia, who commanded the Talazio guard, threatened to 
destroy everything with his artillery if the commands of the Slgnoiy 
were not immediately obeyed. These were, that, on the faith that 
their persons would be safe, Fra (Jirolamo, Fra Domenico, and Fra 
Salvestro should be delivered up. But Malatesta Sacramoro, the same 
who had offered to pass through the fire, began to play the part of 
Judas ; he had a conference with the Compagnacci, and advised them 
to bring a written order. While they were sent to obtain it from the 
Signory, Savonarola confessed to Fra Domenico, received the com- 
munion from him, and prepared to give himself up with Fra Domenico. 
Fra Salvestro had concealed himself, and in the disturbance it was not 
easy to find him. 

' A singular incident occurred about this time. Girolamo Gini, a 
follower of the friar, who had long desired to assume the Dominican 
dress, was Chat evening at vespers ; and scarcely had the tumult begun 
when be armed himself to defend the convent. When Savonarola ordered 
him to lay aside his arms the good citizen obeyed ; but he ran through 
the cloisters, facing the enemy, wishing, as he said, to meet death for 
the love of Jesus Christ ; and, having been wounded, he entered the 
Greek library, his head streaming with blood, threw himself on his 
knees before Savonarola, and humbly asked that the convent dress might 
be given to him — a request which was immediately granted.' — Villari.^ 

Descending the stairs, and turning to tlie right, we enter 
the Second Cloister. Here, on the left, is the Dormitory of 
the Novices — ' I nostri Angioli ' — as Savonarola was wont to 
call them. It is now used for the meetings of the Acca- 
deroia della Crusca. Five of its eight lunettes are by Fra 
Bartolommeo, 

The Convent Garden is especially connected with an 
incident in the life of Savonarola. 

'After attending the mass of S. Marco, as Lorenzo de' Medici now 
and then did, he would walk in the convent garden ; and it was known 
among the fraternity that he would have been well pleased had the prior 
sometimes joined him in his walk, and thus have given him opportuni- 
ties of evincing his regard. Burlamacchi mentions an occasion on which 
a monk in the interest of Lorenzo went to apprise the prior that the 
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Magnifies was walking in the garden. "Has he asked for me?" was 
his reply. "No, father," said the monk. " Let him then pursue his 
devotions undisturbed," rejoined he, and remained tranquil in his cell. 
" This man is a true monk," said Lorenzo, " and the only one I have 
known who acts up to his profession."' — Harford's 'Life of Michel- 
angelo.' 

The Church of S. Marco is little important On the 
facade is a statue of S. Dominic with his dog. Over the 
entrance inside is the wooden Crucifix of Giotto, which is 
believed to have established his supremacy over Cimabue, 
and caused Dante to write : — 

' O vanagloria dell' umane posse. 

Com' poco veide in su la cima dura 

Se non h giunta dall' etadi grosse \ 
Ciedelte Cimabue nella pintura 

Tenei lo campo, ed ora ha Giotto il grido, 

SI che la fama di colui s' oscura.' — Ptirg. xi. 91. 

In the Chapel of S. Antonino, in the left transept, the 
good bishop is buried. The frescoes of his funeral, &c, are 
by Passigna'io, the bronze reliefs of his history by Partigiam. 
On the left of the nave are the graves of three learned 
men, Girolamo Benivieni, ob. 1542;' Poliziano, ob. 1494; 
and Pico della Mirandola, ob. 1494. The inscription to 
Pico is on the wall 1 — 

D. M. S. 
Johannes jacet hie Mirandula caetera nonmt 

Et Tagus et Ganges forsan et Antipodes 

ob. an. Sol. MCCCCLXXXXliit. vix. an. xxxii. 

Hieronimus Benivienus ne disiunctus post 

mortem locus ossa separet quorum inimas 

in vita conjimxit amor hoc humo 

supposita poni curavit. 

Another tablet, placed below that of Pico, is that of 
Politian : — 

Polilianus 
in hoc tumulo jacet 

Angelus unum 
qui caput et linguas 
tes nova tres habuit 



10 <U Credi, is at Cobham H^, Cw 
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' Politian died Sept. 24, 1494, " wilh as much infamy and abuse as 
a man could well be loaded wilh." He was accused of numberless 
vices and of enormous profligacy ; but the true cause of aU this hatred 
was rather to be traced to Piero de' Medici having become so universally 
detested, and to Politian's death having occurred near the time when 
Fiero and his adherents were expelled. Noi were these angry feelings 
at all mitigated by the knowledge that the last words that fell from the 
lips of the illustrious poet and accomplished scholar were words of con- 
trition. He had tequesteti that his body might be buried in a Domini- 
can dress, in the Church of S. Mark ; where, in fact, hb ashes repose 
by the side of those of Pico della Miiandola, who died the very day 
that Charles VIII. entered Florence. Pico had also for some time 
eiipressed a desire to assume the dress of the friais of S. Mark, but 
having hesitated too long, his wish could not be fulfilled, as death 
carried him off at the eaily age of thirty-two. While on his death-bed, 
he asked Savonarola not to allow him to go down to the tomb without 
first having been clothed in that habiL 

'The end of these two illustrious Italians recalled to mind the last 
hour and confession of the Magnificent ; for to many it appeared that 
Ihe Medicean sodely, on leaving the world, had indeed to acknowledge 
their crimes, and ask absolution from the people they had so grievously 
oppressed, and from the friar who might be considered the living and 
speaking representative of that people. Singular it was, that they all 
looked to that Convent of S. Mark, from whence had issued the first 
cry of liberty, the first resistance, and the first accusations against the 
tyranny of the Medici. ' — VHIari. 

The mosaic of the Madonna on the right was brought 
from the Oratory of the Porta Santa in 1609, and presented 
by Michelangelo. A stone beneath the pulpit marks the 
vault of the Lapi family, of whom was Niccolb, rendered 
famous by the romance of Azeglio. 

At the corner of the Via Ricasoli and the Piazza S. 
Marco is the ancient Ospedale di S. Matteo, now the Aaa- 
demia delle Belie Arti. 

In the little hall which was the original entrance are four 
admirable rehefs by Luca della Kohbta. In the courtyard 
beyond are some lovely works of the Robbias, and the 
boszetto of a Stalue of S. Matthew by Michelangelo. 

' The statue of S. Matthew looks like the antediluvian fossil of a 



ACCADEMIA DELLB BELLE ARTL 137 

human being of an epoch when huniflnity was ni%htier and more 
majestic than now, long ago imprisoned in stone and half uncovered 
again.' — ffamtAemi's Nolc-books. 

Strangers now enter (i fr.) by the second door, which 
at once leads into the Picture Gallery. The \st Room con- 
tains a good deal of rubbish, though a few of these early 
pictures are interesting, and others are useful as an introduc- 
tion to the study of the Uffizi and Pitti. Amongst many 
we may indicate : — 

I. Vgolino da Siena. The Coronation of the Virgin. From Ihe 
Convent of S. Maria Novella. 
48. Neri of Sicd. Madonna wilh Saints. From the Convent of 
S. Apollonia. 

This gallery opens into the Tribune (opened April 1882). 
Hither the famous Statue of David by Michelangelo has 
been removed by the present Government from its original 
and far better situation at the gate of the Palazzo Vecchio, a 
position which was of the greatest interest, as having been 
chosen by Michelangelo himself at a council composed of 
all the great contemporary painters and sculptors. 

' La sculpture de Michel-Ange n'est pas fEute g^neralement pour 
avoir un toil au-dessus d'elle. L'exag^ration des muscles, qui est son 
defaut, d^ent un merite dans ces positions oil la lumiJre absorbe et 
d^vore tout' — MitkiUi. 

' Having selected David as his subject, Michelangelo made a sketch, 
in which the shepherd hero stood with his foot upon the head of 
Goliath, but the shape of the marble not admitting of such action, he 
designed the wax model now in the Casa Buonarroti, according to 
which he sculptured the statue as we now see it. The marble was set 
up on end, and enclosed so that the sculptor need not be interfered with 
in his work, which was far advanced in the month of February 1503, 
and ready lo he given up to the Signory, who had purchased it from the 
merchants of the Woollen Guild, within a year after that date. Though 
trammelled in a way especially irksome to an artist so free m expression 
of thought, Michelangelo showed in this statue no other sign of the 
conditions under which he worked, save in the meagreness of its forms, 
which we soon forget in our admiration for the grandeur and bold 
modelling of the figure, its ease of attitude, and the collected, watchful 
expression of the face. Giant himself, David is a match for any 
Goliath ; too much so, perhaps, as a representation of the youth, who, 
stroi^ only in the grace of God, went out with a sling in his hand, to 
do battle against the champion of the Philistines. 
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' As soon as the statue was set upon its pedestal the Gonfaloniere 
Pier Soderini came to see it, and, aftei expressing his great admiration 
for (he work, su^ested that the nose seemed to him too laige ; hearing 
this, Michelangelo gravely mounted on a ladder, and after pretending 
to work for a few moments, during which he constantly let fall some of 
the marble dust he had taken up in his pocket, lumed, with a question- 
ing and doubtless a slightly sarcastic expiession in his face, to the critic, 
who responded, "Bravo! biavo I you have given it life."' — PerMtts. 

A number of casts from other famous works of Michel- 
angelo have been placed in the same gallery. 

From the left of the Tribune we enter the 2nd Room, 
where many of the pictures are hung. 

1. The Life of Mary Magdalen, very curious. From SS. Aiuiun- 

2. Cimaiu^. The Madonna, almost a replica of the Ruccellai 

picture. From S. Triniti. 

3. Buffalmacco (?). Santa Umilt^ standing, with small pictures 

round of her history, much restored. From S. Giovanni 
Evangelista. 
4-13. Giotlo. The Stoty of S. Frands — a series of panels from the 
presses of S. Croce, 

14. A Triptych : in the centre the Virgin appearing to S. Bemai^l. 
From the Villa delle Campoia. 

15. Giotto. The Madonna throned, with angels — painted for the 
Umiliati of C^i Santi. 

16. Giavanni di Milana. A Pieti. From S. Girolamo della Cosa. 

17. Ambrogio Loremetli. The Presentation in the Temple. From 
the Spedaletlo di Mona Agnese da Siena. 

^u8-29. Taddea Gaddi (?). A series of small pictures of Ihe Life of 
Our Saviour. Froiti S. Croce. 

30. Loretao Montuo. The AnnunciatioiL The floating 6gure of 

the angel is very beautiful. The Virgin appears to be taking 
flight. From La Badia. 

31. Taddeo Gaddi (1). The Entombment From S. Michele. 
*33. Gtntile da Fabriatto, 1423. The Adoration of the Magi. In 

the Predella, the Nativity and the Flight into i^ypt — a 
curious and important picture. From the Sacristy of S. 
TriniiL 

' Ce chef-d'ceuvre, k d^ut de tout autre de Gentile, sufiirail k lui 
seul peur expliquer I'empressement avec lequel furent recherch^ d'un 
bout i I'autre de Tltalie, les prodnits de son pinceau. Depuis I'ouver- 
ture du XV" si6cle, on pent dire, avec ^in\.i, qu'on n'avait rien vu de 
comparable h, ce tableau.' — Rit. 
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33. Agnolo Gaddi (son of Taddeo). An altai-piece in miny com- 

]>artmenls, the Virgin and Child in the centre. Painted for 
the high'altar of S. Pancraao, 

34, Fra Angelico. The Deposition— much restored. From S. 

Triniti. 
3S- Spinello Aretins. An allar-piece. The figure of the Virgin is 

by Lorenzo di Niccold Geiini, 1401. From S. Feliciti. 
36. Masa^cio. Madonna and Child. From. S. Ambrc^o. 
37) 3^1 39- Andrea Castagno (?). S. Jerome, the Baptist, and the 

Magdalen. From S. Procolo. 
4a Fra FUippo Lippi. Madonna and Child with Saints, From 

S. Croce. 

1^ ' Four se faire une idte de la premise maniire de Filippo, qui n'est 

o autre chose qu'un teho aifaibli de celle de Masolino, il suliit de voir ce 

* 'T tableau dans lequel I'aitiste a eu la bizarre idee de repr^senter, commod^- 

ment assis dans leurs niches respectives, les quatre saints repartis ^ dtoile 

*^ tjet i gauche du liflne de la sainte Vierge.' — Rio. 

*^ ■» •41. Id. The Coronation of the Vi^n (by God the Father)— a 

J ,' most beautiful picture. On the right is the painter wilh his 

% ^ ? hands cLasped and wearing a red scarf. An old monk in 

^ O white, on the left of the picture, is exceedingly striking, 

^-»^ji^ Vasari mentions that this work was much admired by Cosimo 

5 "^ de' MedicL 

(J^ ^ 42. Id. Predella of the Barbadori altar-piece in the Louvre, 
^^ '43. Andrea Viroechio. The Baptism of Christ— a noble work — 
though the faces— so full of expression — are those of two 
peasants. This is one of the very rare pictures from the 
hand of this great master in sculpture, in whose studio 
Leonardo da Vinci is said to have painted as a youth, From 
the Convent of S. Salvi. 
44. Filippino Lippi. S. Jerome— very poor. From the Convent 

of Annalena. 
46. Sandra BolticilK. The Virgin throned, with SS. Cosmo and 
Damian kneeling. From S. Ambri^o. 
•47. Botticelli. The Coronation of the Virgin — lovely angels dance 
around hand in hand. From the Convent of 5. Marco. 

48, Peullino. The Nativity. The Martyrdom of SS. Cosmo and 

Damian, and S. Anthony of Padua discovering the heart of 
■a dead miser in his money-box — the drawing of the figures 
very beautiiu!. From the Convent of S. Croce. 

49. The Predella of the above. In the centre the Annmicaation. 

On the left, S. Augustine in Fatmos and S, Jerome in his 
study. On the right, S. Jerome in the desert, and S. Eloy 
in his workshop. 



I 
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•50. Demeniit Ghirlandajo. The Adoration of the Shepherds 
and the appioach of the Magi. The landscape and distant 
town are very highly finished. From the Sacristy of S. 
Triniti. 

•51- Lormw di Credi, The Adoration of the Shepherds. From 
S. Chiara. 
52. Sandra BotliielK. Vii^in and Child throned, with Saints. 
From S. Bamaba. 

•53. PUtro Ftrugitto. The Agony in the Gaj'den. From La Calia. 
54. £wca SignortUi. The Trinity, with the Vii^n, S. Michael, S. 
Gabriel, 5. Anastasius, and S. Auj^tine. 

'55. Perugim, 1500. The Assumption. Below are CardiniL S. 
. Bernardo degli Uberli, S. Giovanni Gualberfo, S. Benedict, 
and S. Michael. The figure of Giovanni Gualberlo is ex- 
quisitely beautifiU, From Vallombrosa. 

56. Id. The Crucifixion. The Vii^, and S. Jerome with his lion, 

stand by the cross. From S. Girolamo. 

57. A Deposition, the upper part by Filippino Liffi, who died 

while it was unfinished, in 1514. His work was completed 
by Ptrtigino. ' From SS. Annunziata. 

58. Perugino. A Pieti— hard and unpleasing. From La Calia. 
Sr59. Andrea del Sarlo, 1528. Four Saints, for an altar-piece for 

Vallombrosa— splendid in colour. 
"^61. A, del Sarlo. A fresco of Christ seated on the tomb. From 

the ServL 
Wa. Id. Cherubs from the altar-piece No. 59. 

63. Id, The Predella of this picture. S. Michael weighing souls. 

S, Pietro Igneo passing through the fire and S. J, Baptist 
being beheaded. 

64. Fra Bartolommeo. Two sketches of Che Madonna and Cliild. 

From S. Marco. 

65. Fra Paelitio, composition by Fra Bartolomntio. The Vir^n 

throned, with saints. The Child standing on the step of 
her throne receives the heart of S. Catherine. From S. 
Caterina. 

66. Fra Bariolenmieo. The Vision of S. Bernard — the figure of the 

saint is most beautiful, though the rest is unpleasing. From 
La Badia. 

67. Raffaellins dil Garho. The Resurrection. From Monte Oliveto 

di Firenie. 

68. Fra Bartolommio, finished after his death by hb pupil, Fra 

Paotino. A Pieti with Saints. From S. M. Maddalena di ' 

69. Id. 1516. San Vinceniio — very striking. 
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72. Mariotto AlberlimltL The Trinily — much restored. From S. 
GiuUano. 

73. Id. The Annunciation, painted for the CoDfiratemiti of S. 
Zenobio in 1510. 

75. Francesco Granacci. The Vii^in in glory. Below S. Catherine, 

S. Bernard, S. Giovanni Gualberto, and S. George. From 

the Ojnvent of Spirito Santo Eulla Costa. 
78,82. Fra BartoUmmeo. A series of heads of saints. -~- 
88. Angela Broniim. Portrait of Cosimo de' Medici. From Ihe 

Convent of the Muratte, of which the widow of Duke Cosimo 

was protectress. 
94. Brmsiao, 1561. Portrait of S. Buonaventura. From S. Croce. 

From the other side of the Gallery leading to the 
Tribune, we enter the — 
^rd Room : 

1. Luca SipmrcUi. A Predella. The Last Supper, the Agony in 

the Garden, and the Plagellation. 
3. Fra Angelica. Madonna with Saints. 

6. Id. Scenes from the life of Christ — from the Annuniiata, where 
Ihey formed the shutters of a tabernacle for containing (he 
church plate. 

1 6. Id. A Predella. Six scenes from the story of SS. Cosmo and 

Damian, From the Annuniiata. 

17. Peruana. Portraits of Don Blasio, General of the Vailom- 

brosians, and Don BaLthasar, Abbot of Vallombrosa, who 
ordered from the painter the picture of Ihe Assumption 
(No. 55 in the second room). From Vallombrosa. 

18. Fra Attgilico. Madonna and Child. 

24. Id. The School of S. Thomas Aquinas. From 5. Maico. 
31. Fra Bartelommeo. Portrait of Savonarola as S. Peter Martyr. 

From S. Marco. 
•38. Fra Angetko. The Last Judgment — a glorious picture. From 

II Monastero degli Angeli. 

'The upper part is arranged b the usual traditional manner and 
highly finished, the Inferno, in ihe right-hand comer below, much more 
hastily, as if the artist longed to escape from the ungeniai task ; but the 
very spirit of paradise illumines the opposite angle, where the elect are 
assembled in their beatitude— some taking (as it were) in the benig- 
nant glance of Christ, others ascending heralded by ai^els, who weave 
a dance of mystic harmony around them, towards the gates of the 
Celestial Qty, whence a flood of light streams down upon them, in 
which the two foremost, floatii^ buoyantly upwards from earth, are 
already half transfigured. One almost fancies one hears the "bells 



ringing and the tcumpeU sounding melodioosl}' nilbin the golden gates," 
" as if heaven itself were coming down to lueet them," in (he Jubilee of 
welcome.'' — LordLindiay^s ^Christian Art.' 

In the following Room are some sketches for pictures 
by I'ra Barlolommeo, Corre^o, &c., and one of ' La 
Madonna della Gatta' probably by RaffatlU, The last or 
5/A Room contains : — 

I. Saiela Fiormtina, The Marriage of Boccaccio Adimari and 
Lisa Riccardi ; very curious for costume. 
*ia Filippo Lippi. The Vii^ praying over the Infant Jeeus. 
From the Camaldoli 
12. Id. The same subject. Painted for the nuns of Annalena. 
14. Lerenw di Crtdi. The Holy Family and Angels praying over 
the Infant Saviour. From the Convent of the Muratfe. 

16. Dam. Ckirlattdaja. The Madonna and Child, and S. Clement 

and S. Dominic, S. Thomas Aquinas, and S. Denis the 
Areopagite. In the predella (15) is a stoiy fiom the lives 
of each of these saints. 

17. Jaiopo Francia. Madonna and Child with two monks. 

19. Luca Signorelli, A Crucifixion, with a kneeling Magdalen — 

used as a church banner. From the Convent of Annalena, 

il. Giacomo Facchiarollo. The visit of Elizabeth to Mary. From 

S. Spirito di Siena. 

•24. Aless. Ballicelli. The three Archangels and Tobias ; a very 

curious specimen of the master. 

"26. Stmdro Bottiidli. An allt^ory of Spring, with the three Graces, 

and Venus scattering flowers — a very interesting picture, 

painted for the villa of Cosimo de' Medici at Castello. 

' The scene is a landscape of wood, orchard, and flowery meadow. 

A man with a winged helmet like a Mercury, scantily draped about the 

hips with a sword at Ms side, and striking down fruit from a tree, offers 

to the spectator a youthful form in foir movement and proportion. Three 

females near him tthc Graces?) dance on the green sward in the light folds 

of transparent veils; a fourth (Venus ?) stands in rich attire in the centre 

of the ground, whilst, above them, (he blind Cupid flies down with his 

lighted torch. On the right a flying genius, whose dress flutters in 

the wind, wafts a stream of air towards a female, in whose hand is a 

5 bow and from whose mouth sprigs of roses fall into the garment of a 

) fl^mph at her side,' — Crowi and CavalcaselU. 

From the antechamber on this side of the Library, a 
staircase asceniis to the Collection of Modern Pictures, which 

1 See the contluMoo of (be Firsl Part of the POgriiiii Pngrat. 
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are miserably poor for the most part, but include the fioe 
representation of the ' Banishment of the Duke of Athens 
from Florence ' by Stefano Ussi. 

It is necessary to take a Custode from the Accademia to 
open the Scako, as well as to see the pictures in the Chapel 
of the Riccardi Palace, 

The Scaho (No. 69, Via Cavour) belonged to the gardens 
of Ottaviano de' Medici, where the Scalzi, or barefooted 
friars, had a court, for the decorations of which they em- 
ployed Andrea del Sarto and his friend Franciabigio, who 
lived with him- The subject chosen was the life of John 
the Baptist. The execution of the frescoes occupied from 
1517 to 1526. They are, beginning from the right:— 
I. Faith. 9. Justice. 

3. The Announcement to Zacha- 10. The Preaching of the BaptisL 
rias. II. The Baptizing of John's Dis- 

3. The Meeting of Muy and Eli- ciples. 

labeth. 12. John before Herod. 

4. The Birth of John. 13. The Dance of Herodias' 

5. The Benediction of Zachariaa. Daughter. 

6. TheMeetingofJohnandJesus. 14- The Beheading of the Baptist, 

7. The Baptism CFf Christ. 15, The Bringing of the Head to 

8. Love— with most lovely chil- Herod. 

dren. 16, Hope. 

All these are by Andrea del Sarlo, except 5 and 6, which 
are by FraticiaUgio, and 7, which (as well as the frieze) is 
the united work of the two friends. They are all executed 
in chiaroscuro. fiU "^^ (,,^ .. -<; '• . 

'In these mural designs there is such exultation and exuberance of 
young power, of fresh passion and imagination, that only by the innate 
grace can one recognise the hand of the master whom we know but by 
the works of his later l[fe, when the gift °f grace had survived the gift 
of invention. Here, what life and fulness of growing and strengthenii^ 
genius, what joyous sense of its growth and the fair field before it, what 
dramatic delight in character and action I where S. John preaches in 
the wilderness and the few first hsteners are gathered together at his 
feel, old people and poor, soul-stricken, silent — women with worn still 
faces, and a spirit in their lited aged eyes that feeds heartily and hungrily 
on his words— all (he hazard funereal group filled from the fountain of 
his faith with gradual fire and white heat of soul ; or where Salome 
dances before Herod, an incarnate figure of music, grave and graceful. 
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light and glad, the soi^ of a bird made flesh, with perfect poise of 
her sweet light body from the maiden face to Ihe melodious feet ; no 
tyrannous or treacherous goddess of deadly beauty, but a simple virgin, 
with the cold charm of girlhood and the simple charm of childhood ; as 
indifferent and innocent when she stands before Heiodias and when she 
receives the severed head of John with her slender and steady hands ; a 
pure bright animal, knowing nothing of man, and of life nothing but 
instinct and motion. In her mother's mature and conscious beauty 
there is visible Ihe voluptuous lill of a harlot and a queen ; but, for 
herself, she has neither malice nor pity ; her beauty is a maiden force 
of nature, capable of bloodshed without blood-guiltiness ; the king 
hangs upon the music of hei movement, Ihe rhythm of leaping life in 
her fair fleet limbs, as one who listens to a tune, subdued by the rapture 
of the sound, absorbed 1^ the purity of passion. 1 know not where the 
subject has been touched with such fine and keen imagination as here.' 
— Swinburne, 'Essays and Studiis. ' 

' " There is a little man in Florence," said Michelangelo to Raffaelle 
of Andrea del Sarto, " who, if he were employed on such great works 
as you are, would bring the sweat to your brow, " ' — Bocchi. 

From the Accademia, a few steps bring us to the Piazza 
della SS. Annunziaia, surrounded by arcades and decorated 
with busts of the Medicean Grand-Dukes. It is adorned 
by an equestrian statue of Ferdinand I. (younger son of 
Cosimo I., first cardinal, then Grand-Duke) by Giovanni da 
Bologna (made from cannon taken from the Turks by 
Knights of S. Stephen) and two bronze fountains by Fietro 
Tacai. The central door on the left leads to the Foundling 
Hospital — Spedale degli Innocenti — founded in 1421, It 
contains several good pictures, especially : — 

IHtra di Catinio. Elizabeth of Hungary offering roses to the Inlant 
s brought to Ihe Madonna by an 

In the Chapel of the Hospital is 

Dom. GMrlaadaje. The Adoration of the Magi. 

' Le type de U Vierge est loujours le meme portrait de famllle, 
portrait prosalque que I'artiste n'a pas m*me songi i embellir. A cela 
prk, il a lant de po^e vers^, comme ^ pleines mains, sur toutes les 
parlies accessoires, que la severit<! la plus syst^matique reste desarmee. 
Sur le second plan, I'artiste a introduit une seine dechirante du massacre 
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des Innocents; ce sont dea mires qui, voulant souslraire par la fuite 
leurs enfants i la. mort, se trouvent places avec eux entie les eaux d'un 
fleuve el le fer des bourreaux. Par un contrasle qui repose I'Sme di- 
licieusement, ce fleuve, qui se prolonge k perte de vue dans le loinlain, 
coupe en deus un ravissant paysage qui se termbe par de belles crStes 
de montngnes et par un ciel admirable de transparence et de puret^. 
Ce tableau porte la date de 14SS, c'est k dire du tccnps oil I'auteur, 
ayant acquis la conscience de ses forces, disait i son fr^e David que, 
mainlenanl qu'il commenfsit k etre initio aux secrets de son art, il 
regrettait qu'on ne lui eSt pas donn^ la circonference entire des murs 
de la ville k couvrir de peintures historiques.' — Xic. 

Over the door of the chapel is an Annunciation by 
Andrea delta Robbia. 

The Church of the SS- Annunziala was built by the Order 
of Servites — 'Servi di Maria' — which was founded at Florence 
by seven noble Florentines, who used to meet daily to sing 
Ave Maria in the chapel of S. Zenobio, where the tower 
of Giotto now stands. It was built in 1250, but has been 
modernised. It is approached by a portico containing a 
lunette in mosaic of the Annunciation, by Dom. Ghiriandajo. 
This leads into a courtyard surrounded by precious frescoes 
now enclosed with glass. Beginning from the right, they 
are: — 

t. II Snaa Fioretttine, 1515. The Assumption. 

a. Jacope Pontormo, ijlfi. The Salutation. 

3. .Fni««ii-i' rfi Cnj(^/anff (Franciabigio), ijij- The Marriage of 

the Virgin. 

4. Andrea del Sarlo. The Birth of the Virgin— 'on the highest 

level ever reached in fresco. ' ' 
Boldinucci relates that when Jacopo da Emjmii was copying this 
picture, in 1570, an old lady stopped on her way to mass and talked 
to him. She showed him one of the figures in the fresco as the likeness 
of Andrea's wife, and then disclosed that she herself was Lucretia del 
Fede, the vridow of the hatter, Carlo Recanali, in the Via S. Gallo, whom 
Andrea had married, to the great discomfort of his pupils, and who had 
so often served as his model. 

5. Id. The Addaation of the Magi. The painter has represented 

himself, with Sansovino and Ajolle the musician, amoi^t the 
royal followers. 

1 Crowe and CayilrMtlle. ,- , 

i);„...ii,Cit>oglc 
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6. Alessio BaJdirvinetIi {1^2-^). The Nativity. 

7. Andrea dtt Sarin. Children are healed of diseases by touching 

the garments of the Servite S. Filippo Beniizi, who died in 

uSS. 
S. Id. A deiid child is resuscitated on touching the bier of S. 

Filippo, 
9. Id. A woman possessed of a demon b cured by S. Filippo. 

10. Id. Some men who insult S. Filippo are destroyed by lightning. 

11. Id. S. Filippo, on his way to Viterbo, divides his cloak with 

s the habit of 



The Interior of the Annunziata used to be filled (like 
the still unaltered church of S. Maria delle GrazJe near 
Mantua) with waxen images of eminent livii^ as well as 
dead persons, here suspended from the ceiling. On one 
side were the citizens (among them Lorenzo de' Medici) ; 
on the other, popes and foreign potentates. Beginning 
on the right — 

In the zst Chapel is : 
Jacapo da Emfdi. The Viigin with saints. 

In the 2nd Chapel: 
Tomb of Maichese Luigi Tempi -Maizi- Medici by U. Cambi, 1849. 

In the sM Chapel: 



In the 6/A Chapel: 

The Grave of Stradone the painter, 1536-1605- 
In the Jiight Transept: 

The Tomb of Baaio Bitndiiul/i, being a Pieti from his own hand. 
Outside the Tribune : 

The Tomb of the Senator DonaCo dell' Antella, who became a Ser- 
vile late in life, ob. 1666, by Gio. Ball. Feggitii ; and thai of 
Angiolo Maid Medici, Bishop of Aiezzq, ob. 1546, by F. di 
San Gallo. 

The Tribune has a circular dome, beneath which is the 
isolated choir where the stalls and a ciboiio are by Baccio 
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'</* Agaolo. In the Cappella del Soccorso, behind the high- 
altar, is the tomb of Giovanni da Bolc^na. The next 
tribune chapel has a picture of the Resurrection by Ang. 
Bronzino. 

2nd Chapel (descending the church) : 

Ftmgino. The AsEumption. 

Last Chapel (of the Annunciation, built by Pietro de 
Medici) : 

PUlro CavaHitti. The Annunciation, supposed to have been 
fjuished by angelic tiands. 

The cnicifix here is 1^ Giuliano di S. Galh, the fiEure of the Infant 
Jesus by Baccio BandinlUi. 

The lai^e Cloister^ built by Simone Pollajuolo, is sur- 
rounded with frescoes by Poccettt. Over the door leading 
into the church is the charming fresco of 
* Andrea del Sarta, called La Madonna del Sacco. 

Opening into the cloister is the Cappella del Pitlori, 
where the Company of Painters, or Guild of S. Luke, used 
to hold their meetings. Over the altar are some small 
pictures by Fra Angelica. Jacopo Pontormo, Franciabigio, 
Benvenuto Cellini, and Lorenzo Bartolini are buried here. 

(Behind the Annunziata runs the Via S. Sebastiano, which 
contains a beautiful piece of Luca della Robbia over a door 
leading to a cloister which belonged to S. Piero Maggiore. 
Here, at the comer of the Via della Mandorla, is the house 
of Andrea de! Sarto, afterwards inhabited by Fed. Zucchero. 

About the centre of the street is the Palazzo Capponi, 
built by Fontana. It contains a few good pictures. The 
nearly opposite Palazzo VelluttZtlivas inhabited by Prince 
Charles Edward.) 

From the left comer of the Piazza della Annunziata, 
the Via dei Fibbiai leads into the Via degli Alfani. The 
swaddled babies over the doors on the left of this street 
mark the property of the Ospedale degli Innocenti. 

On the right (turning left) are the remains of the 
Monastery of S. Maria degli Angeli. In the cloisters are 



148 FLORENCE. 

frescoes by Attdrea Castagno and Dom. Ghirlandajo. The 
Monastery was founded c 1293 by Fra Guittone d' Arezzo, 
a poet whom Dante introduces as mentioned by another 
poet, Buonagiunta of Lucca : — 

' Ma dl, 5' io ve^o qui colui, cbe fuore 

Trasse le nuove rime, cominciando : 

"Donne ch' avele inieUetIo d' amore." 
Ed io a lui : " Io mi son un, die, quando 

Amoie spiia, nolo ; ed a quel modo 

Che delta dentro, vo significando. " 
"O Frate, issa vegg* io," diss' egli, "il nodo 

Che 'I notaio, e Guittone, e me ritenne 

Di qui. dal dolce stil nuovo ch' i' odo. 
Io ve^o ben, come le v!>stre penne 

Diretio al ditlalor sen vanno strette 

Che delle noslre certo non awenne i 
E qual pill a gradiie oltre si mette, 

Non vede piu dall' uno all' altro stilo." 

E quasi contentato si tacette. ' — Purg. xxiv, 49. 

Opposite this monastery is the Palazao Guigni, built 
from des^ns of Ammanati. 

Crossing the Via della Pergola, which contains the well- 
known Teatro della Pergola, and where an inscription marks 
the house in which Benvenuto cast his Perseus, we reach 
the Via del Pinti. Turning down it to the left, we pass, on 
the right, the Convent of S. Maddalena di fazzi, so called 
from a Florentine nun canonised in 1670. She is buried 
in the left transept of the church. 

In the 2nd Chanel on the lefl is 

'Cmima Retselli. The Coronation of the Vi^in. 

In the 4CA Chafel on the left ; 



Turning round the outer wall of the Convent, a door 
in the Via della Colonna gives admission to the Chapter- 
House, which contains a very beautiful fresco by Perugino, 
of the Crucifixion. S. John and S. Benedict stand on the 
right, the Virgin and S. Bernard on the left. 
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'The landscape of Pemgino, for grace and purity, is unrivalled; 
and the more interesting because in him certainly whatever limits are 
set Co the tendering of nature proceed not from incapacity. In the 
landsca]>e of S. Maria Maddalena there is more variety than is usual 
with bim. 

' A gentle river winds round the bases of rocky hills, a river like our 
own Wye or Tees in their loveliest reaches ; level meadows stretch 
away on its opposite side; mounds set with slender'Stemmed foU^e 
occupy the nearer ground, a small village with its simple spire peeps 
from the forest at the end of the valley.' — Xiakin's 'MotUm Paintirs^ 

The Borgo de' Pinti continues to the Porta Pinti, just 
outside which is the Protestant Cemetery. It was fonnerly 
a lovely spot, backed by the old walls of the city, but these 
have now been removed, and the place is encircled by dusty 
high-roads. Here, near EUzabeth Barrett-Browning, Arthur 
Clough, &c, rest the remains of one of the greatest masters 
of the English language, Walter Savage Landor, who died 
at No. 2671, Via Nunziatina, on Sept. 17, 1864, 

' Come back in sleep, for in the life 

Where Ihou art not 
We find none like thee. Time and strife 

And the world's lot 
Move thee no more ; but love at least 

And reverent heart 
May move thee, royal and released 

Soul, as thou arL 
And thou, his Florence, to thy trust 

Receive and keep, 
Keep safe his dedicated dust, 

Hb sacred sleep. 
So shall thy lovers, come from far. 

Mix with thy name. 
As morning-star with evening-star. 

His ^ultless fame.' — Siiiinbume. 

Following the Via della Colonna for a short distance, 
we reach the new Piazza {f Azeglio, planted with trees and 
flowers. Hence the Via S. Ambrogio leads to the Church 
of S. Ambrogio. In the Cappella della Misericordia, to the 
left of the high-altar, is the masterpiece of Cositng RosselU, 



14S6,* a fresco in honour of a transubstantiati on- miracle 
which occurred in Florence. 

' Cette fresqae vraiment merveilleuse represenle la (ranslation d'un 
calice miraculeux au palais episcopal, et renfenne des groupes qui ne 
Eemienl pas jndignes du pinceau de Raphael, (ant il y a de pureti dans 
les fonnes et d'expression dans les visages, tant il r^e de goDt dans 
I'ordonnance g^n^rale el dans la maniere de trailer toutes les parties 
accessoires. Le seui reproche qu'on puisse faire k ce chef-d'teuvre, c'est 
qu'il a Itop de beaut& entassdea dans un petit espace. Panni tous les 
portraits qui y sonl accumulcs, il y en a un que Vasari signale plus 
particuliiremenl k I'atleDtion du spectateut: c'est celui du celtbre Pic 
de la Mirandole, qui est, dit I'historien, d'une v^rit^ saisissante. . . . Tout 
dans cette leuvre respire tellement la d^otion, I'esp^rance el la foi, 
qu'on peu( la placer k c6(^ des plus exquises productions de la peinture 
mystique,'— rfio. 

The altar in this chapel is a beautiful work of Mtno ia 
FiesoUotc. 1462, and encloses an ampulla containing the 
blood of which the story is told in its rehef, 

'On the festa of San Firenie, A.D. 1130, an old priest named 
Uguccione, who belonged to the Convent of Sant' Ambr<^o, after 
saying mass and consecrating the body of Christ, n^lected to clean the 
sacred vessel, and found on the next day that the miracle of transub- 
slantiation had taken place, and that the chaHce contained living blood 
compressed and incarnate. This, being manifest to all the nuns of the 
said monastery, as well as to many neighboura, the Bishop of Florence, 
and the clei^, was noised abroad, and attracted crowds of devout 
citizens to see it ; after which the blood was removed from the chalice 
loan "ampulla" of crystal, which has ever since been shown to the 
multitude with great veneration.'— Villari, lib. vi. ch, 8. 

Against a house near this church is a beautiful terra-cotta 
shrine of S. Zenohio, and, beneath it, an inscription in 
honour of 'the Immortal Pius VII,' having given his bene- 
diction on that spot. In the neighbouring Via de' Filastri a 
terrible tragedy occurred in 1639. 

'In the reign of Ferdinand II., there lived here an elderly Floren- 
tine gentleman, Giustino Canacci, who had been twice married, and his 
second wife, Calerina, was celebrated for her beauty and virtue. Jacopo 
Salviati, Duke of San Giuliano, was among her admirers, which excited 
the jealousy of his duchess, Veronica Cibo, a princess of Massa. She 

1 Ccoiiilo Rondii w>* livlog in 1506, tbouih Vuari fern hit death *« Mourias 
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detentiined to get rid of one she thought a rival, and, Caterina having 
unfortunately incuned the hatred of hei stepson, Bartolommeo Canacci, 
he consented to guide three assassins, hired by the duchess, lo this 
house, where Caterina was one evening entertaining some of her friends. 
Here they murdered her, with her maid, who remained beside her mis- 
tress when the test of the party had taken flight. Caterina's head was 
then cut off and taken lo the duchess, who concealed it in a basin of 
clean linen, which it was customary to place in her husband's apart- 
ment on the first day qf the year. The duke uncovered the basin, and 
nearly fainted away on seeing its contents. Though the crime was of 
so heinous a nature, Bartolommeo Canacci alone suffered punishment ; 
he was seized and beheaded, whilst the rest of the culprits escaped ; 
the duchess left Florence, in greater dread of the fury of the populace 
tiian the justice of the tribunals. A well in Che Via de' Fentolini still 
exists into which the body of Bartolommeo Canacci is said lo have 
been thrown.' — Homtr. 

Following (from S, Ambrogio) the Via Pietra Piana, we 
reach (right) the Via S. Egidio, where the chronicler Dino 
Compagni lived, and where Lorenzo Ghiberti cast the bronze 
gates of the Baptistery. 

Just opposite the house of Ghiberti is the Hospital of S. 
Maria Nuova, founded by Foico Portinari, father of Dante's 
Beatrice. The work was suggested to him by his servant 
Monna Tessa, who began it by receiving sick persons and 
nursing them in a room in her master's house. The Hospital 
greatly increased and altered in after-years. 

Over the door of the church is the Coronation of the 
Virgin by Ddlo. On the right of the entrance is a fresco 
by Lorenzo d^ Bicci, representing Michele di Panzano, 
Governor of the Hospital, kneeling at the feet of Martin V. 
to receive the confirmation of its privileges. Pope Eugenius 
IV., then a cathedral-canon, is seen in the blue robes of 
the Canons of S. Gioi^io in Alga. On the left is another 
fresco of Panzano receiving a brief from the Pope, in front 
of the church of S. Maria Nuova. The ornament over 
the present door is seen in the fresco. The rest of the 
frescoes in this portico are by Pomerancio, except the 
Annunciation at the end, which is by Taddeo Zuechero. 

In the interior, on die right, is the monument of the 
founder. His family are represented in a noble picture 



152 FLORENCE. 

by Sugo Fan der Goes, painted when Folco Portinari was 
ambassador from the Medici at Bruges, and presented by 
him to the hospital of his foundation, S, Egidio discovered 
in his cave is by Gtunto Gemignano. A Magdalen is by 
Andrea Castagno, whose jealousy was so aroused when 
his rival Domenico Veneiiano was employed here, that 
he assassinated him. 

In the Cloister are, a relief believed to represent the good 
Monna Tessa, and a tabernacle by Giovanni di S. Giovanni. 
In the Garden are injured remains of a fresco of the 
Last Judgment, begun by J^ra Bartolommeo, and finished 
by Mariotto AlbertineUi. 

' This wall-painting of S. Maria Nuova is the masterpiece of a man 
who almost succeeds in combining all the excellence of his predecessors 
and contemporaries.' — Crewi and CavakaatlU. 

Hence, turning left down the Via de' Servi, we find our- 
selves at the Duomo. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THIRD EXCURSION. THE NORTH-WESTERN 
QUARTER. 

ASCENDING the Via Tornabuoni, named from the 
'^~*- great family of which a daughter, Camilla Lucrezia, 
was the mother of Lorenzo the Magnificent, the gayest and 
handsomest street in Florence, where the best clubs and 
cafffes are, and where the most beautiful flowers are sold at 
the street-comers — we pass, on the right, the magnificent 

Palazzo Sfrozzi, begun in 1489, for the merchant Filippo 
Strozzi, from designs of Benedetto da Majano, which were 
continued by II Cronaca. The palace is faced with rough- 
hewn stone which, instead of detracting from, gives, by con- 
trast, an appearance of extra finish to the details. At the 
comers are beautiful specimens by Caparrh, of the iron 
fanale, which were only allowed to the most distinguished 
citizens. 

' The ftqwers they sell on Ihe stone bench round its old wall, under- 
neath the huge irons in which flags have flaunted and torches burned 
for hundreds of years on triumphal occasions — the sheaves of lily of the 
valley, while lilac, white narcissus, already abundant and scenting all 
the air in the first cold days of April — seem scarcely more evanescent 
than the crowd of men and women who have bloomed and passed and 
gone into darkness while the old wall has stood fast, without getting so 
much as a wrinkle or line chiselled by age upon its ru^;ed stones. ' — 
Blackwood, Dccv. 

' Perhaps the most satisfactory of the Florentine palaces, as a whole 
and complete design, is the Stroiii, designed by Cronaca (1454-1509). 
It is a rectangle, 190 feel by 138 ; like all the rest, in three stories, 
measuring together upwards of 100 feet in height. The cornice that 
crowns the whole is not so well designed as that of the Riccardi, but 
extremely well proportioned to (he bold simple buildbg which it crowns, 
and the windows of the two upper stories are elegant in design, and 
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appropriate to tieir situation. It may be that this palace is too massive 
and loo gloomy for imitation ; but, taking into account the age when 
it was built, and the necessity of security combined with purposes of 
state to which it was to tie applied. It will be dilBcult to And a more 
faultless design in any city of modein Europe, or one which combines 
so harmoniously local and social chaTacterislics with the elegance of 
classical details, a conjunction which has been practicall]' the aim of 



Fanale of the Pataso Sitobi. 

almost every building of modem times, hut very seldom so successfully 
attained as in this example.' — Ftrgussim. 

' The preparations for the building of this Casa Gtandt were made 
with great caution, lest it should seem that a work loo magnificent for a 
private citizen was beii^ undertaken : in particular, Filippo so con- 
trived that the costly opiis ruslicuun employed in the construction of 
the basement should appear to have been forced upon him. This is 
characteristic of Florence in the days of Cosimo. The foundation-stone 
was Md in the morning of August 16, 14S9, at the moment when the 
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sun arose above the summits of the Casenlino. The hour, prescribed 
by astrolc^ers as propitious, had been settled by the horoscope ; masses 
meanwhile were said in several churches, and alms dislribuled.' — 
' SymnHdSf 'Renaissance in Italy.' 

' L«s palais des ^milles piinctpales de Florence sont t^tis comme 
des espi^ces de forteresses, d'oii Ton pouvait se dtfendre j on voil encore 
k I'ext^rieur les anneaax de fer auxquels les ^tendards de chaque parti 
devaient 6tre attaches ; enfin, tout y est arrang^ bien plus pour main- 
tenir les forces individuelles que pout les reunir toutes dans I'inl^ret 
commun. On dirait que la ville est bitie pour la guerre civile.' — 
Madame de Slail, ' Corinne. ' 

The interior of the palace (shown only on Wednesdays, 
from II to i) is a handsome specimen of a noble Florentine 
residence. The best of the beautiful objects it contained 
have been dispersed, including the noble bust of Marietta 
Palla Strozzi by Desiderio da Settignano, and the portrait of 
the daughter of Roberto Strozzi {'La Puttina') painted by 
Titian and extolled by Aretino. Both of these treasures are 
now at Berlin : — 

ist Room : 

Mino da Fiesele. Bust of Niccolft Strozii. 

Donalello. Statuette of S. J. Baplist — absurdly old for one who 



2nd Room : 

* Leonardo da Vinci. A most beautiful portrail of a female Strozzi, 
in a black dress and pearl necklace, holding a book — the track- 
ground green. 

Pallajualo. Portrail of the murdered Giuliano de' Medici, taken, 
after death. 

Sustermanns. Giov. Batt. Strozzi, with his wife (a Martelli) and 
children. 

Andrea del Sarto. Small Holy Family. 

Ferugine. The Garden of Gethsemane — very beautiful, bul the 
angel unnecessarily supported by a little island in the sky. 

^rd Room .■ 

Btntditto da Majano. Bust of Filippo Strozzi the Elder. 

Copy af a Titian at Vienna. Portrail of Filippo Stroiii the 
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AUisandra AUeri. Portrails of Mero, Roberto (father of Ihe 

Pultina), and Leone Stroiii, sons of Filippo. 
LeriKio di Credi (over entrance-door). Holy Family. 
Perugine (over farther door). Holy Family. 

4M Room : 

Salvaiar Rasa. Two Landscapes. 

*Ang. BroHiine. Portrait of Cardinal Bembo when yiMing. 

'RqfiulU. Portrait of the poet Ludovico Martelii 

P. VtroTtese. Portrait of Pope Paul III. 

CaraiKiggTB. Gamblers. 

Behind -the palace, in the Piazza delle CJpolle, is the 
more ancient Palace of the Strozzi family. 



Cmce al Trebbio. 

The Church of S. Gaetano, on the left of the Via Toma- 
buoni, faces the Palazzo Antiiori, built by GiuUano di S. 
Gallo. Opposite is the Via delU Belle Donne, a name, says 
Leigh Hunt, which it is a sort of tune to pronounce. 

Hence the Via Rondinelli leads to the junction of the 
Via Cerretani and the Via dei Banchi. Turning down the 
latter (left) we reach the Piazza di S. Maria Novella. 

This square was first laid out at the request of S. Pietro 
Martire, who wished for a large space where he could preach 
in the open air. In 1563, Cosimo I. introduced chariot- 
races here, in which the existir^ obelisks served as the goals : 
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they rest on tortoises, and are surmounted with lilies by 
Giovanni da Bologna. The Croce al TrebUo, in a small 
piazza on the right, is a column commemorating a fight 
which took place with the Paterini, heretics against whom 
S. Pietro was preaching.' It originally bore a statue of 
S. Peter Martyr, but now sustains a crucifix, picturesquely 
roofed over. 

The arcade facing the church belongs to the Hospital of 



S. Paolo. It is adorned with medallions by Luca and 
Andrea della Robbia : the two at the ends are portraits of 
the artists themselves. A relief over a door, at the end of 
the arcade (inside), commemorates a meeting between S. 
Francis and S. Dominic, which is said to have taken place 
on this spot. 

(The neighbouring Churck (in the Via del Palazzuolo 
just behind) of the Vancketone is so called from the character 
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of the confraternity who possessed it — Vanno chetone — they 
go in silence. It contains a black image of the Madonna, 
given by the Medici, two busts of boys by Donatella, on 
either side the sacristy, and the skeleton of Ippolito Galan- 
tini, a member of the oider.) 

The Church of S. Maria Novella was begun 1229 at 
the expense of the Ruccellai, on the site of an earlier build- 
ing called S. Maria tra le Vigne. It was the fashionable 
church in the ' Decameron.' Completed in seventy years, 
from its beauty it was called by Michelangelo La Sposa, or 
the bride. The facade of the church, of white and red 
marble and serpentine, is from designs of Leon Battista 
Alberti, and was not finished till 1470. Over the doors are 
frescoes by Ulisse Ciocehi. On the right there is a small 
cloister, surrounded by arches containing tombs. 

Within, the church is a Latin cross. It is the best of 
the Florentine churches, yet quite spoilt by the brown-and- 
white wash with which it is bedaubed. The best of the fine 
fifteenth-century paintings have been 'restored,' to their 
destruction, Over the entrance is a Crucifix by Puccio 
Capanna. On the right is a fresco of the Trinity, with 
the Vii^n and S. John, and kneeling donors, by MasacHo, 
On the left is the Annunciation. 

Proceeding round the church from the right, we have — 

Ii( Altar. Girolamo MacchiiUi, the Martyrdom of S. Loreiuo. The 
fouf succeeding altars have pictures by Gio. Bait. Ifaldini, a pupil of 
Broniino. On either side of the altar dedicated to S. Thomas & Becket 
ore two (ifteenth-centuty monuments of the Minerbetti family, who 
claimed kindred with the sainL Over the last altar in this aisle is a 
picture \>y Jacopo Ligota (1543-1627), representing the resuscitation of 
a dead child by S. Raymond of P^aforte. Close by is the tomb, by 
Romolndi TadiUo da FUsole, ofGiov. Batl. Ricasoli, Bishop of Cortona, 
the trusted counsellor of Cosimo 1. lie was sent to France in 1557, 
charged to poison the Grand-Duke'E enemy, Fiero Strom, but was 
forced to fly with the deed unfulfilled, and was henceforth known as 
the ' Veacovo dell' Ampollina,' the Bishop of the Poison-cup. He died 
in IS7S. 

Entering the Right Transept is a lerra-cotta bust of the Archbishop 
Anlonino, Above is a fine Gothic monument by Tino da Camaino, to 
Tedice Aliolti, Bishop of Fiesole, 1356. A Urge fresco beyond this 
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tomb ornaments the tomb of Joseph, Patriaich of Constantinople, who 
died 1440, during the Coiincil of Florence, under Eugenius IV. Above 
it is a canopied monument to Fra Aldobrandini Cavalcioti of Florence, 
who died in 1229; his figure lies not on the tomb, but in front of it. 
At the eod of the transept is the Cappella Ruccellai, approached by 
steps, at the top of which is the tomb of Paolo Ruccellai, the &ther of 
the Giovanni Ruccellai, at whose expense the bfade of the church was 
built. Here is the famous Madonna of Cimabue. 

'You will gaze on it with interest, if not with admiration, for, 
independently of pictorial merit, it is linked with history. Charles of 
Anjou, King of Naples, passing through Florence while he was engaged 
in painting it, was taken to see it at the artist's bottega, or studio, as ft 
would now be termed, outside the Porta S. Piero ; rumour had been 
busy, but no one had as yet obtained a glimpse of i( — all Florence 
crowded in after him — nothing like it had till then been seen in Tuscany, 
and, when finished, it was carried in solemn procession to the church, 
followed by the whole population, and with such triumphs and rejoicings 
that the quarter, where the painter dwelt obtained the name, which it 
has ever since retained, of Borgo Allegii. Nor can I think that this 
enthusiasm was solely excited by a comparative superiority to conlem- 
porary art ; it has a character of its own, and, once seen, stands out 
from the crowd of Madonnas, individual and distinct. The type is stJU 
the Byzantine, intellectualised perhaps, yet neither beautifiil nor graceful, 
but there is a dignity and a majesty in her mien, and an expression of 
inward pondering and sad anticipation rising from her heart to her eyes 
as they meet yours, which one cannot forget. The Child too, blessing 
with its right hand, is fiill of the Deity, and the first object in the 
picture, a propriety seldom lost sight of by the older Christian painters. 
And the attendant angels, though as like as twins, have much grace 
and sweetness. ' — Lindsays ' Christian Art. ' 

' Ascend the right slair from the farther nave 

To muse in a smalt chapel scarcely lit 
By Cimabue's Vii^. Bright and brave. 

That picture was accounted, mark, of old ; 
A king stood hire before its sovran grace, 

A reverent people shouted to behold 
The picture, not the king, and even the place 

Containing such a miracle grew bold. 
Named the glad Boi^o from that beauteous &ce 

Which thrilled the artist, after work, to think 
His own ideal Maiy-smile should stand 

So very near him, — he, within the brink 
Of all that glory, let in by his hand 

With too divine a rashness ! Yet none shrink 
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Who come to gue here now ; albeit 'twas planned 

Sublimely in the thought's simplicity : 
The Lady, throned in empyreaJ state, 

Minds only the young Babe upon her knee, ■ 
While sidelong angels bear the royal weight. 

Prostrated meekly, smiling tenderly 
Oblivion of their wings ; the Child thereat 

Stretching its hand like God. If any should, 
Because of some Etiff draperies and loose joints, 

Gaie scorn down from the heights of Raphaelhood 
On Cimabue'a picture, — Heaven anoints 

The head of no such critic, and his blood 
The poet's curse strikes full on and appoints 

To ague and cold spasms for evermore. 
A noble picture ! worthy of the shout 

Wherewith along the streets the people bore 
Its cherub-faces which the sun threw out 

Until they stooped and entered the church door.' 

Elis. Barrell-Brovming. 

' I could see no charm whatever in the broad-faced Virgin, and il 
would relieve my mind and rejoice my spiril if the picture were home 
out of the church in another triumphal procession (like the one which 
brought it there) and reverently burnt.' — HaiBlhome. 



At the comer of the chapel, on the tight, is tl 
angels drawing back the curtain from her sleeping figure — of the Beata 
Villana, daughter of Andrea di Messer Lapo, who married one of the 
Benintendi, and Sed from the world because, when looking at herself 
in the glass from vanity, she saw a demon dressed in her tine clothes. She 
died in the odoui of sanctity, 1360, aged twenty-eight. The other pictures 
in this chapel are, (right) S. Lucia, by Bmedelto Ghirlandaje, and (left) 
the Martyrdom of S. Catherine, by Giuliano Bugiai-dini (1471-1554). 

' ImmWiatement apris son retour de Home, en 1451, Bernardo 
Rossellini fut chai^^ du tombeau de la bieoheureuse Villana. S'il avail 
donni pour support des aigles symboliques au sarcophage d'un grand 
historien, il sut traiter non moins heureusement nn sujet qui n'^lait 
relev^ que par les humbles vertus ; et il plafa I'h^rolne qui les avait 
pratiqu^ non pas sui une console ou dans une niche richement orn^, 
mais dans une espice de r^duit presque au niveau du sol, oil I'on voyait 
deux anges, d'une beauty ravissante, vcillant uupris d'un visage trans- 
figure par la morl el sur lequel est restdc i'expression d'un avant-goOt 
de I'^temite bienheiiteuse. II ^lait impossible de mieun comprendre ce 
sujet vraiment mystique, et de mieux ripondie au sentiment populaire, 
qui demandait avant lout des inspirations sympathiquea.' — Rio, ' I^Art 
Chr/titn.' 
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The 11/ Cia/tl on a line with the high-altar has on the pillar (righl) 
a rude bas-relief of S. Gregory blessing its founder. 

The next Chapel, oftht Strozii, contains the tomb of Filippo Stroid, 
builder of the Strozii Palace, by Bmedctto da Majatte. The frescoes, 
much injured by retouching, relate to the lives of S. Philip and S. John 
the Evangelist, and are by FUippino Ltppi. On the right wall S- Philip 
exorcises a poisonous dragon, which had been worshipped as Mars by 
the people of Hierapolis in Phrygia : in the lunette above he is crucified 
by the priests of the dragon. On the left S. John raises to life Drusiana, 
a woman of Ephesus, who had been full of good works. On the ceiling 
are the Patriarchs. S. Philip and S- John are represented, with the 
Vi^n and Child, in the beautiful stained glass of the window. 

The High- Altar covers the remains of the Beato Giovanni di Salerno, 
the Dominican founder of the church. The Choir was originally the 
chapel of the Gicci, and was decorated at their expense with frescoes, 
by Andrea Orcagna, but these were afterwards painted over with the 
stories of the Virgin and S. John Baptist, by Domtnico Gkirlandajo, 
who was employed by Giovanni TomabuonL On either side of the 
window are portraits of Tomabuoni and bis wife. The window itself 
is filled with stained glass by Aleisandm Fiorintino, 1491, a pupil of 
Ghiilandajo. The stalls of the choir were designed by Vasari. 

The next Chapel is the Cappella Gandi, which contains a crudfix by 
Filippo Brunelleschi. 

' Donate had completed a crucifix in wood, which was placed in the 
church of Santa Cioce, and he desired to have the opinion of Filippo 
Brunelleschi respecting his work ; but he repented of having asked it, 
since Filippo replied that he had placed a clown upon the cross. And 
from this time there arose the saying of, " Take wood, then, and make 
one thyself." Thereupon Filippo, who never suffered himself to be 
irritated by anything said to him, however well calculated to provoke 
him to anger, kept silence for several months, meanwhile preparing a 
crucifix, also in wood, and of similar size with that of Donato's, but of 
such excellence, so well designed, and so carefully executed, that when 
Donato, having been sent forward to his house by Filippo, who intended 
him a surprise, beheld the work (the undertaking of which by Filippo 
was entirely unknown to him) he was utterly confounded ; and, having 
in his hand an apron, full of eggs and other things on which his friend 
and himself were to dine ti^ether, he suffered the whole to fell to the 
ground, while he regarded the work before him in the very extremity 
of amazement. The artistic and ingenious manner in which Filippo 
had disposed and united the 1^, trunk, and arms of the figure was 
alike obvious and surprising to Donato, who not only confessed himself 
conquered, but declared the work a mbacle. ' — Vasari. 

Next comes the Cappella d/ Gaddl, with the raising of Jairus' 
daughter, by Bronzino, and two reliefe, by Giovanni dell' Opera, avet 
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tombs c€ the Gaddi. The chapel at the end of the left tiansepC is a 
second Cafpilla Siraud, and contains the relics of the Beato Alessio 
degli StroziL The walls have frescoes of the Last Judgment and Hell, 
b}' Andrea and Bernardo Orcagna. 

' Ceci est bien autre chose que I'enfer du Campo-Santo de Pise j id 
se retrouve (ouCe la lopc^aphie de I'enfer dantesque, autant du moins 
que la sur&ce dont te peintre pouvait disposer le lui a peimis. Aind il 
n'y a pas eu place dans le chanip de la fresque pour les hypocrites, raais 
le nom est ^ciil k I'extr^mit^ du tableau, et montre I'intentioQ oil elit 
6t€ le peinlie de les y faire eotier si I'espace ne lui avait manqu^. Du 
reste, rien n'esf d^uis^ ou dissimul^ de ce qu'il y a de plus ctu el par- 
fois de plus grossier dans le peintre de certains supplices ; la rixe de 
mattie Adam, le faux monnayeur hydropique et haletant de soif, est 
representee au nalurel ; on dirait un duel de boxeuts. Les flatleurs sont 
plong& dans I'espece de fange par laquelle Danle a voulu exprimer tottt 
son d^goilt pour les ames infect^es de ce vice qui emfesle les court. 

' Ce qui est plus Strange, li, dans ane chapelle, le pinceau du peintre 
n'a pas crainl de leproduire cette bizarre alliance du dogme chr^tien 
et des fables p^ennes que s'^lait peinvise le poile, docile au g^nie de 
son temps, et qui ^tonne encore plus quand on la voit que quand on 
la lit Ainsi les cetilaures poursuivent, sur les murs de Sajita-Maria 
Novella, comme dans la Divine Comfdie, les violents el les percent de 
flkhes ; les harpies, souvenirs profanes de VEniide, oil elles sont plus 
i, leur place que dans I'^pop^e calholique, sont peich^es sur les trisles 
rameaux d'oii elles jettent des plaintes lugubres; enliii \es furies se 
dressent au-dessus de I'ablme sur la tour eDibras^e. 

' En face de I'enfer, Orcagna a repr&ente la gloire du paradis. Les 
ccrcles celestes de Dante ne se prelaient pas k la peinture comme les 
Mge infemales. Orcagna n'a done pu suivre ici avec la mime fid^lit^ 
la fantaisie du poite. Cependant, ce qui domine ces sortes de ta- 
bleaux au moyeo Sge, savoit, la glorification de la Viei^e, est aussi ce 
qui couromte le grand tableau de Dante. ' — Atafire. 

The restored altar-piece, by Andrea Orcagna, represents S. Dominic 
presented to the Vii^n. Beneath the steps leading to this chapel is 
an Entombment, by Giollino, and, above, the portrait of a Bishop of 
Fiesole, 1 348, who is buried here. 

The Sacristy, by Frajacopo Talenli, has a beautiful lavatory by Luca 
della Robbia. One of the twelve banners is preserved here which S. 
Peter Martyr presented to his twelve captains when he sent them forth, 
on Ascen^on Day, 1244, to extirpate the Paterini. At the comer of 
the transept is a vase, from Impruneta, resting on a very poor maihle 
figure by Michelangelo. 

Entering the Left Aisle, beneath the first altar are the bones of the 
Beata Villana. Above is a picture of the Dominican missionary, S. 
Hyacinth, by Brontino. Near the end of this aisle is a 
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Antonio Strozd by Andrta da Fiaalt. The pulpit was made by Mcustro 
Laiaro, from designs of BruTtelUsehi. 

The Chiostro Verde is supported by handsome pillars, but 
much spoilt by paint. It is surrounded by frescoes. On 
the right of the entrance from the church are some Domini- 
can saints, by Spinello Aretino. The left wall, as far as the 
Sacrifice of Noah, is by Paolo Uceello, the remaining twenty- 
four pictures by his friend Dello DdU, 1401. They are 
painted in green, whence the name of the cloister. 

On the right, two windows with beautiful tracery are 
those of the Cappella degli Spagnuoli, used for the attendants 
of Eleanora of Toledo, wife of Cosimo I. It was built for 
Euonamico Guidalotti in Che fourteenth century, by the 
Dominican monk Fra Jacopo d£ TaUnli da Nipozsano. It 
is covered with frescoes, attributed to Taddeo Gaddi and 
Simone Memmi. On the eastern wall are the Crucifixion, 
the Bearing of the Cross, and the Descent into Hades. 
On the left is the Apotheosis of S. Thomas Aquinas; on 
the right the Church Militant, defended by the Dominicans. 

' The subjects {said to have been selected by Fra Jacopo Passavanti} 
are chosen with a depth of thought, a propriety and taste, to which 
those of the Camera della Segnatura, painted by Raffaelle in the Vatican, 
afford the only parallel example. Each composition is perfect in itself, 
yet each derives significance froin juxtaposition with its neighbour, and 
one idea pervades the whole, the Unity of the Body of Christy the 
Church, and the glory of the Order of S. Dominic as the defenders and 
preserveis of that Unity. This chapel^ therefitre, is to the Dominicans 
what the church of Assisi is to the Franciscans, the graphic mirror of 
their spirit, the apotheosis of their fame.' — Lindsay's 'Christian Art.' 

'Les admirables fresques de cette chapelle, dont ]es auteurs sont 
Taddeo Gaddi et Simeon Memmi, montienl k I'oeil ce melange d'his- 
toire et d'all^rie, ce caractire i la fois encyclop^dique el symbolique, 
qui appartient ^ i'teuvre de Dante, linsi qu'i beaucoup d'autres poemes 
du moyen Sge, conjus dans le m§me esprit, mais non avec le meme 
gi!nie. Sim6]n Memmi a fait une peinture de la society civile et eccl^- 
siastique : (outes les conditions sociales sont rassembl^es dans ce tableau, 
qui esl comme une immense revue de Thumanit^. Le pape et I'em- 
pereur Itgurenl au centre, selon le systime de Dante ) les portraits des 
peisonnages calibres du temps s'y trouvent j on y volt des personnages 
purement all^oriques, ou dont I'image est prise pour une allegoric sans 
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cesser d'etre un porlrail. Laure repr&ente la volenti dans la peinture 
de Memmi, comme B&trice la contemplation dans I'ceuvre de Danle. 

' On peut remaiquer que Dante a coutume de choisir dans lliistoire 
tin personnage comme type d'une quality, d'un vice, d'une science, el em- 
ploie tour i tour ce proc&l^ et I'all^orie pour rialiser une abstraction. 
De mEme, datis la fresque de Taddeo Gaddi, quatorze sciences ou arts 
soni exprim^ par des figures de femmes, au-dessous desquelles sont 
placfe des peisonnages typiques qui sont des symboles historiques de 
chaque science. La premiire est le droit civil avec Justinien ; le droit 
canonique ne vient qu'apr^ Cel ordre est bien dans les id^es politiques 
de Dante. La grande part qu'il voulait faire dans ce monde au pouvoir 
imperial I'a port^ k choisir anssi Justinien pour repi&enter la Justice 
dans Mercure, planfete Oil il a plac^ la recompense de cette vertu, en 
d^pit de ce (jue la morale et I'orthodoxie pouvaient reprochei i Vipoux 
de Theodora. 

'Dans ces peintures on retrouve done sans cesse des conceptions 
semblables k celles de Dante, ou inspir^es par elles ; on remonle k lui 
comme k une source ; ou on descend vers lui comme k une mer qui a 
re5U dans son sein tons les courants d'idte qd onl aliment^ I'art au 
moyen ige.' — Amjiire, 

' Taddeo Gaddi a repr^ent^ la philosophie, quatorze femmes, qui 
sont les sept sciences profanes et les sept sciences sacr&s, toutes rang^es 
sur une seule ligne, chacune assise dans une chaire golhique lichement 
omement^e, chacune ayant k ses pieds le grand homme qui lui a servi 
d'interprete ; au-dessus d'elles, dans une chaire plus delicate encore et 
plus om^e, saini Thomas, le roi de toute science, foulani aux pieds les 
trois grinds h^r^tiques, Arius, Sabellius, Averrhote, pendant qu'jt ses 
c6t^s les prophites de I'ancienne loi et les apoties de la nouvelle si^genl 
gravement avec leurs insignes el que, dans I'espace arrondi sur leors 
tftes, des anges et des vertus sym jlriquement pos& apportent des livres, 
desReuis etdes flammes.- Sujet, ordonnance, architecture, personnages, 
la fresque entiire ressemble au portail sculpt^ d'une cath^drale. — Toute 
pareille et encore plus symbolique est la fresque de Simone Memmi, qui, 
en regard, reprfeente I'E^lise. II s'^l de figurer \k loute I'institution 
chr^tienne, et I'all^orie y est pouss^e jusqu'au calembour. Sur le flanc 
de Santa Maria del Flore, qui est I'Eglise, le pape, entourj de cardinaux 
et de dignitaires, voit k ses pieds la communaul^ des (idMes, petit trou- 
peau de brebis couch^es que defend la lidUe milice dominicaine. Les 
uns, chiens du Seigneur {Domini (ants), ^tranglent les loups h^i^tiques. 
D'autres, prWicateurs, exhorteni et convertissenL La procession tourne, 
et I'o^l remontant aperfoit les vaines joies du monde, les danses frivoles, 
puis le repentir et la penitence ; plus loin, la porte celeste, gardfe par 
saint Pierre, oil passent les ames rachet^es, devenues petites et innocentes 
comme des enfants ; pais le chceur press^ des bienheureux qui se con- 
tinue dans le ciel par les anges, la Vierge, I'Agneau, entour^ de qualre 



5. ONOFRIO. 1 65 

animaux symboliques, et le P^ie, au sommet du cintie, lalliant et atti- 
rant ^ lui la foule triomphante ou nulitanCe, ^heloim^e depuis la lerre 
jusqu'au ciel. — L«s deux peintures sonl en face i'une de I'autre et font 
une sorle d'abr^^ de la th^ologie dominiciiine ; mais elles ne sont pas 
autre chose ; la th6il<^e n'est pas la peinture, pas plus qu'un emblime 
n'est un corps. ' — Taine. 

In this chapel the popular Council of Eight held their 
meetings after the Rising of the Ciompi. Beyond the chapel 
is a fresco of the Madonna and Saints by Simone Memmi. 

The Great Cloister is surrounded by frescoes relating to 
the history of the Dominicans, and introducing many of the 
old buildings of Florence in their backgrounds. In a passage 
leading from the small cloister, in the tomb of the Marchesa 
Strozzi Ridolfi, are two frescoes by Giotto — the Meeting of 
Joachim and Anna at the Golden Gate, and the Birth of the 
Virgin. 

' If you can be pleased with this, you can see Florence. But if not, 
— ty all means amuse youTself there, if you iind it amusing, as long as 
you like; you can never see ii.' — Rtiskin. 

Pope Martin V., after his acknowledgment by the Council 
of Constance, resided at S. Maria Novella from February 
1419 to September 1420, as the guest of the commonwealth, 
in magnificent lodgings which were prepared for him adjoin- 
ing the cloisters. The church was the scene of the Council 
of Florence, 1439, at which Pope Eugenius IV. presided in 
a mitre which was made for him by Lorenzo Ghiberti, en- 
crusted with precious stones, and worth 30,000 florins. 

(From the back of S. Maria Novella, the Via Nazionale 
leads (right) to the great ugly square, called Piazza dell' 
Indipendenza. It crosses the Via Faenza, where (turning 
left— on the tight) is the secularised Convent of S. Ofiofrio, 
which contains the beautiful Cenacolo of Saffaelk. This 
fresco was formerly sometimes attributed to Neri de' Bicci, 
sometimes to Gerino da Pistoia;^ sometimes to Giannicola 
Manni ; but all doubt as to its authorship has been set at 
rest by the discovery of Raffaelle's name on the border of 
S. Thomas's dress— 'RAF. VRBJ. XMDXV.' 

1 S« A. H. Layacd. 

.Coog[c 
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'Christ is in the centre ; His right hand is raised, and He is about 
to speak ; the left hand is laid, with extreme tenderness in the attitude 
and expression, on the shoulder of John, who reclines upon Him. To 
the right of Christ is S. Peter, the head of the usual character ; next 
to him S. Andrew, with Rowbg grey hair and long divided beard ; S. 
James minor, the head declined and resembling Christ ; he holds a cap. 
S. Philip Is seen in prohle with a while beard. S. Jatnes major, at the 
extreme end of the table, looks out of the picture ; Raffaelle has ap- 
parently represented himself in this apostle. On the left of Christ, after 
S. John, is S. Bartholomew ; he holds a knife, and has the black beard 
and dark complexion usually given to him. Then Matthew, sotnething 
like Peter, hut milder and more refined. Thomas, young and hand- 
some, pours wine into a cup j last, on the right, are Simon and Jude : 
Raflaelle has followed the tradition which supposes Ihem young and 
kinsmen of our Saviour. Judas sits on a stool of the near side of the 
table, opposite to Christ, and while he dips his hand into the dish, he 
looks round to the spectators ; he has the Jewish features, red hair and 
beard, and a bad expression. All have glories ; hut the glory round 
the head of Judas is much smaller than the oihtn.'— Jameson' t 'Sacred 
An.' 

In the same building with this fresco is the Egyptian 
Museum, which contains many curiosities of value. 

Turning to the right from the Piazza, down the Via delta 
Scala, a door on the right, with a framework of ihiit and 
flowers, marks the entrance to the Spezeria at S. Maria 
Novella, where excellent liqueurs and scented and medicinal 
waters were made by the monks, and where they are still sold. 
The pretty, cool, frescoed halls, filled with sweet scents, are 
well worth visiting, and there is a chapel with lovely frescoes 
by Spinello Aretino, of the Washing of the Feet, the Last 
Supper, Our Saviour bearing His Cross, the Scourging, the 
Mock ing, the Crucifixion, and the Deposition from the Cross. 

The Via della Scala takes its name from the Foundling 
Hospital of S. Maria della Scala, founded by one Clone di 
Lapo de' Poliini. The children are brought up entirely by 
goats; when the children cry, the goats come and give 
them suck. On the outside of the chapel is an inscription, 
saying that 20,000 persons were buried there during the 
plague of 1479. Farther down the street, on the right, 
is the suppressed Convent of S. Jacopo in Ripoli, with a 
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beautiful specimen of Zuca delta Robbia in the lunette over 
the church doot. 

Turning to the left, down the Via Oricellari, the high iron 
gates on the right are those of the Ruccellai Gardens, where 
the Platonic Academy met, which was founded by Cosimo 
de' Medici — Pater Patrite. The names of the Academicians 
are inscribed on a column in the garden ; the statue of 
Polyphemus is by Antonio Nffoelli, Here Niccolb Mac- 
chiavelli recited his discourses on Livy, and Giovanni 
Kuccellai read Rosmunda, oiie of the earliest Italian trage- 
dies, to Leo X. Bianca Cappello lived in the Palace (which 
was designed by Zeon Battisla Albcrti) before her marri^e 
with Francesco I. 

At the end of the parallel street, called Porto Prato, is 
the Church of S. Lucia, which contains a Nativity by Dom. 
Ghirlandajo, behind the high-altar. 

Beyond this are the Cascine, the charming characteristic 
park of Florence, delightful meadows alternating mth groves 
of trees, chiefly ilex and pine, and intersected and encircled 
by pleasant carriage-drives and walks. The sunny drive 
along the Amo is the most popular in winter, and lovely 
are the views, both towards Bellosguardo and looking back 
upon the town. In summer, people are glad to take refuge 
in the shadier avenues on the side towards the mountains. 
Carriages assemble, flowers are handed about, and all the 
gossip of the day is discussed on the piazza facing the Amo, 
near what was the favourite daJry-farm of the Grand- Dukes. 

' Les cochers prennent d'eux-mSmes, el sans qu'on le leur dise, le 
chemin du Piazzone ; IJk ils arrftent sans qu'on ait mf me besoin de leur 
feite signe. 

'C'esl que le Piaiione de Florence oflVe ce que n'offre peut-Slre 
aucune autie ville : une esp^e de cetcle en plein air, oil chacun refoit 
et rend ses visiles ; il va sans dite que les visiteurs sont les hommes. 
Les femmes testent dans les voitures, les hommes von( de I'une k t'auire, 
causent k la portiere, ceux-ci k pied, ceux-li k cheval, quelques-uns plus 
tamiliers months sur le marchepied. 

' C'esl li que la vie se r^Ie, que les coups d'ceil s'6:hangenl, que les 
rendei-vous se donnent. 

* Au milieu de loules ces voitures passent tes fleuristes vous jetant 
de» bouquets de roses et de violetles, dont elles jronl le lendemain 
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Returning along the Borg' Ogni Santi — which runs paral- 
lel with, and very near to, the Arno^we pass the Church 
of Ogni Sanli, also called San Salvador, with a beautiful 
group by Luca dtlla Rohbia over its door. On either side 
of the nave (near the middle) are frescoes : that on the left — 
by Dom. Ghirlandajo, 1480 — represents S. Jerome ; that on 
the right — by Sandra Botticelli- — is S. Augustine. The cupola 
is painted by Giov. di S. Giovanni. In the left transept is a 
Crucifix, by Giotto ; in the sacristy a Crucifixion, by Niaolb 
di Pietro Gerini, a pupil of Taddeo Gaddi. 

From the left transept we enter the Cloisters, which have 
interesting frescoes relating to the life of S. Francis, by Giffi). 
di S. Giovanni and Jacopo Ligozzi. In the Refectory is a 
grand fresco of the Last Supper, by Dom. Ghirlandajo. 

In the Piazza Manin was the residence of Caroline 
Murat Close to this is the entrance of the Ponie alia 
Carraja, built as it now stands, in 1559, by Ammanati, for 
Cosimo I. 

Hence the Lung* Arno Corsini brings us to the Ponte 
SS. Trinitct, founded in 1353 by Lamberto Frescobaldi, but 
several times rebuilt, the last time by Ammanati. Its pro- 
portions are exceedingly beautiful. Four statues of the 
Seasons decorate its parapets. 

' I can but muse in hope upon this shore 

Of golden Amo as it shoots away 
Through Florence' heart beneath her brii^es foui : 

Bent bridges, seeming to strain off like bows. 
And Iremble while the arrowy undertide 

Shoots on and cleaves the marble as is goes. 
And strikes up palace- walls on either side, 

And froths the cortuce out in glittering rows. 
With doors and windows quaintly multiplied, 

And tenace-sweeps, and gazers upon all, 
By whom if flowers and kerchief were thrown out 

From any lattice there, the same would Ml 
Into the liver underneath, no doubt, 

It runs so close and fast 'twixt wall and waUL 

,Coot^[e 
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How beautiful 1 the mounUins from without 
In silence listen for the ward said next.' 

' Caia Guidi tVimiotat,' Elit. Barretl-Brewning. 

In the Via Parione (No 7), behind the Lung" Arao 
Corsini, is the entrance of the Palazzo Cerstni, which 
contains a collection of pictures {open Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday, from 10 to 3). 

The wide staircase, adorned with a statue of Pope 
Clement XII. (Ixnenzo Corsini, 1730-40), is exceedingly 
handsome, and leads to a great hall, which opens into a 
handsome suite of rooms filled with pictures. Amongst 
them are : — 
1st Room : 

16. Sustermanns. Portrait of Ferdinando de' Medici, son of 

Cosimo III. 

1 7. Ponlomw. Male portrait. 

18. Smlfrmatms. Vittoria della Rovere, wife of Ferdinando de' 

20. Id. Cristina of Lorraine, wife of Ferdinand II. 

21. Id. Ferdinand II. 

2nd Room ; 

22. Tenters. Old man wanning himself. 

^rd Room : 

8. Cigoli. Head of the dead Christ — very beautiful. 
[9, 21. Sci&old, Criiliano. Portraits of (he painter and his wife, 

extraordinarily powerful and human. 
10. Paris Bgrdoni. Man in Venetian costume. 

1 7. Sustermanns. Portrait of CardinaJ Neri Corsini. 

23. Giulie Romano. Copy of the Violin Player of Raffaelle. 
37. Crist. Allori. S. Andrea Corsini. 

47, Hid. Ghirlandaja. Male portrait. 

4^ Room : 

3. Domenichino. Portrait of Cardinal Filomarino. 
*9. RaffaelU. Sketch of Julius II., with the holes pricked for 
transferrii^ it to canvas. 

18. Liiea Signorelli, Virgin and Child, with S, Jerome and S, 

Bernard. 
31. Fra Barielommee, 1511. Holy Family. 
33. Filippiiio Lippi. Virgin and Child with angels. 
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•28. Bolikilli. Virgin and Child with angels. 

37. Filippino Lifpi. Vi^n and Child. 
•40, Carlo Dolce. Poetry, said to be his masterpiece. 

44. RaffaeUiiui dtt Garhe. Virgin and Child and S. John. 

^th (yellow) Room, amongst many family portraits : 



z. Ang. Bronano, 1540. Portrait of Baccio Valoti. 

4. Holbein. Male portrait. 

6. Ant. dt Follajuolo (or AnteneUo da Messina ?) Male portrait. 

*S. Sebastian del Pivmbo. The Bearin the Cross. 



i.,Coo;^lc 



CHAPTER V. 

FOURTH EXCURSION. OLTR' ARNO. 

A SCENDING the Lung" Amo Acciajuoli, we come to 
^^ the Pon/e Vecckio, the oldest and most picturesque 
bridge in Florence, built by Taddeo Gaddt, and covered 
with the shops of the goldsmiths, who were established here 
by Cosimo I. An open l<^gia on the middle of the bridge 
gives beautiful views up and down the river. 

' Among the four bridges Ihat span the river, the Ponle Vecchio — 
thai bri<^e which is covered with the shops of Jewellers and Goldsmiths 
— is a most enchanting feature in the scene. The space of one house, 
in the centre, beii^ left open, the view beyond is shown as in a fiame ; 
and that precious glimpse of sky, and water, and rich buildings, shining 
so quietly among the huddled looh and gables on the bridge, is ex- 
quisite. Above it, the Gallery of the Grand-Duke crosses the river. 
It was built to connect the two great Palaces by a secret passage ; 
and it takes its jealous course among the streets and houses, with true 
despotism : going where it lists, and spurning every obstacle away be- 
fore it.' — Ditkitis. 

It was while Cosimo I. was making this passage, that he 
first saw the beautiful Camilla Martelli, daughter of one of 
the jewellers on the bridge, whom he made his mistress, and 
afterwards his wife. Her splendours were of short duration. 
His successor Francesco shut her up in the convent of the 
Murate, where she made herself so disagreeable that the 
nuns offered Novenas to be relieved of her. The next 
Grand-Duke removed her to S. Monaca, but she was only 
allowed to come out once for the marriage of her daughter 
Virginia with the Duke of Modena, and died imbecile from 
disappointment 

At the end of the bridge was a Hospice of the Knights 
of Malta, where Ariosto stayed for six months in 1513. and 
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where he made the acquaintance of the beautiful Alexandrina 
Benucci, who was then passing the first months of her widow- 
hood in retirement there. Near this stood the statue of Mars, 
at the foot of which young Buondelmonte was killed.' 
' O Buondelmonte, qnanto nml fuggisti 

Le none sue pet gli altrui confotti ! 
Molti sarebber lieti, che son liisti, 
Se Dio C' avesse conceduto ad Ema 
La prima volta ch' a cilti vcnisti.'— iJan/^, Par. xvi. 140. 

We have now entered the shady part of the town, known 
as 0/if' Amo. On the left is the old tower of the Palazzo 
ManeUi, where Boccaccio frequently visited his friend Fran- 
cesco de' Amanetti. Here (left) is the entrance of the Via 
rfe" Bardi, one of the oldest streets in Florence, but a great 
part of it has been lately destroyed to make the quay of 
Lung* Amo Torrigiani. Among the buildings sacrificed 
was the interesting Chapel of S. Maria sopra 1' Amo, which 
bore an inscription placed there by the handsome young 
Ippolito Buondelmonti, who, havii^ made a secret marriage 
with Dianora de* Bardi, dai^hter of the hereditary enemy 
of his house, was surprised in climbing to her chamber by a 
ladder of ropes, and condemned to death as a robber, which 
he submitted to rather than betray his wife to the vengeance 
of her family. On the way to execution he implored to be 
led for the last time past the Palace of the Bardi, where the 
lady rushed down and publicly claimed him as her husband. 
His heroism and her devotion so touched all parties at the 
time, that peace was restored to Florence for a season. Tt 
was from a sarcophagus attached to the wall of this chapel 
that a priest, who had concealed himself there, rose as a 
ghost, to terrify a bravo employed by the Duke of Athens. 

The Bardi, to whom this street formerly belonged, and 
a daughter of whose house was the wife of Cosimo, de' 
Medici, were partners in the great bank of the Peruzzi, ahd 
felled with them for 900,000 florins, lent to Edward ^11. of 
England for his invasion of France, and which were never 
repaid. They recovered, however, from these losses, and 
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when the Duke of Athens ordered the hand of one of his 
servants to be amputated, Ricci de' Bardi joined the con- 
spiracy which ended in the fall of the tyrant, and the Bardi 
were rewarded with a third share in the government. They 
lost this by misuse of their power, but when Bishop Accia- 
juoli was sent to announce their exclusion from the govern 
ment, the Bardi and other nobles barricaded Oltr" Amo, and 
were only subdued after a stout resistance. 

' The Via de' Baidi extends from the Ponle Vecchio to the Kaiia 
de' Mozii at the head of the Ponte alle Grazie ; its right-hand line of 
houses and walls being baclted by the rather steep ascent which in Ihe 
fifteenth century was known as the Hill of Bogoli, the famous stone- 
quarry whence the city got its pavement— -of dangerously unstable con- 
sistence when penetrated by rains ; its left-hand buildings flanking the 
river and making on Iheir northern side a lei^th of quaint, irregularly 
pierced facade, of which the waters give a softened, loving reflection, as 
the sun b^ins to decline towards the western heights. But quaint as 
these buildings are, some of them seem to the historical memory a too 
modem substitute for the famous houses of the Baidi ^mily, destroyed 
by popular rage in the middle of (he fourteenth century. 

' They were a proud and eneigetic stock, these Baidi : conspicuous 
among those who clutched the sword in the earliest world-famous 
quarrels of Florentines with Florentines, when the narrow streets were 
darkened with the high towers o( the nobles, and when the old tutelar 
god Mars, as he saw the gutters reddened with neighbours' blood, might 
well have smiled at the centuries of lip-service paid to his rival, the 
Baptist. But the Bardi hands were of the sort that not only clutch the 
sword-hilt with vigour, but love the more delicate pleasure of fingering 
metal ; they were matched, too, with true Florentine eyes, capable of 
discerning that power was to be won by other means than by rending 
and riving, and by the middle of the fourteenth century we find Ihem 
risen from their original condition oipopolani to be possessors, by pur- 
chase, of lands and strongholds, and the feudal dignity of Counts of 
Vemio, disturbing to the jealousy of their republican fellow-citizens. 
These lordly purchases are explained by our seeing the Bardi disastrously 
signalised only a few years later, as standing in the very front of European 
commerce — the Christian Rothschilds of that time — undertaking to 
furnish specie for the wars of our Edward III., and having revenues 
" in kind " made over to them ; especially in wool, most precious of 
freights for Florenti^g^alleys. Their august debtor left them with an 
august deficit, and alairmed Sicilian creditors made a too sudden demand 
for the payment of deposits, causing a ruinoas shock to the credit of the 
Bardi and of the associated houses, which was felt as a commercial 
calamity all along the coasts of the Mediterranean. But, like more 
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modem bankrupts, they did not, for all that, hide their heads in humilia- 
tion ; on the contrary, they seem (o have held them h^her than ever, . 
and to have been amongst the most arr<^ant of those grandi who drew 
upon themselves the exasperation of the armed people in 1 343. The 
Barrti, who had made themselves Kist in their street between the two 
bridges, kept these narrow inlets, like panthers at bay, against the on- 
coming gonfalons of the people, and were only made to give way by an 
assault from the hill behind them. Their houses by the river, lo the 
number of Iwenty-two {palagi t case gramii), were sacked and burnt, 
and many among the chief of those who bore the Bardi name were 
driven from the city. But an old Florentine family was many-rooted, 
and we find the Bardi maintaining importance and rising again and again 
to the sur&ce of Florentine affairs in a more or less creditable manner, 
implying an untold family history that would have included even more 
vicissitudes and contrasts of d^ity and dii^race, of wealth and poverty, 
than are usually seen on the background of wide kinship. But Ihe 
Bardi never resumed theit proprietorship in the old street on the banks 
of the river, which in 149Z had long been associated with other names 
of mark, and especially with the Neri, who possessed a considerable 
range of houses on the side towards Ihe hill.' — George Eliot, 'Romola.' 

The Palazzo Capfoni, on the left of the street, was the 
residence of Niccolb d' Uzzano (1350-1433), three times 
Gonfalonier, who long resisted the power of the Medici. 
His daughter and heiress, Ginevra, married a Capponi. Just 
beyond is the Palazzo Canigiani, built in 1283, and once 
the Hospital of S. Lucia, Here Eletta de' Canigiani, the 
mother of Petrarch, was born. The adjoining Church of 
S. Lucia d^ Magnoli has a Virgin with angels, a fine work 
of Luca della Robhia, over the Door. 

Beyond this, at the entrance of the Ponte alle Grazie, is 
the vast and handsome Palazzo Torrigiani, built by Baccio 
i Agnolo, and containing a good collection of pictures. 
1st Room : 

*t. Botticelli. The Lady hunted in (he Pineta of Ravenna, from 
Boccaccio's story of Nastagio. 

7. Ben. Gozioli. The Triumph of David. 

2nd Room : 

II. Caravaggio. The Deposiiion. 
2fd Room : 

S. Rod. Ghirlandajo. The Madonna. 
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7. Massaccio. His own Porlrait. 

8. F. Allori. Portrait of Card. Ferdinando de' Medici. 
"9. Leotmrdo da Vinci. Portrait of Girolamo Benivieni. 
II. Liua Siguenlli. Portrait of himself. 

*a Pollajtuile. A portrait. A very fine work of this master. 

21, 22. Flamming. Two portraits of a lady, supposed to be Diana 

of Poitiers. 
32, 33. FUippino Lippi. The story of Mordecai and Haman. 



*7. Raffatle Q). Madonna and Child. It is disputed whether this, 
or the picture at Bridgewater House, is the original ; but 
most judges decide in favour of this, on account of the very 
evident 'pentimenti.' 

'8, 9. 22, Piniuricchiii. An ancient story unknown, being sides of 
a cassone. Exquisitely beautiful. 

10. Paul Veronese. Portrait of Alessandro Alberli. 

11. Paeh Uccello. The Fable of Acca, 

12. Portrait of Francesco Guicciardim. 

13. Paole Uc<ello. The Expedition of the Aigonauts. 
16. Bronano. Portrait of Eleanoia erf Toledo. 

21, 22. FUippino Lippi. The stoiy of Esther and Haman. 
23. Garofale. Christ and the Woman of Samaria — the landscape 
most beautiful. 



2. Bromtno. Portrait of Alessandro de' Medici. 
4. Gaido Reni. Lucrezia. 
10. Titian. Male portrait. 
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14, 16. Lacas Cranach. The Infant Saviour and S. J. Baptist. 

Close to the end of the Piazza de' Renai, which faces the 
Torrigiani Palace, is the Church 0/ S. Niccoto sopra F Arno, 
before which the citizens assembled in 1529 to swear to 
defend Florence. It was in the belfry of this church that 
Michelangelo concealed himself after the city was betrayed 
to the Imperialists, till Clement VII. had promised to pardon 
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him the fortifications he had constructed. In the sacristy 
is an injured fresco of S. Thomas receiving the Cintola, by 
Ridolfo Gkirlandajo. 

The Porta S. Ntaolb is the only one of the Florentine 
gates which remains exactly in its ancient state, and it retains 
its three tiers of arches. 

(From near the entrance of the Via de' Bardi, a passage 
under an archway leads up the hillside to the Porla S. 
Giorgio, passing, on the right, the house inhabited by 
Galileo. The gate dates from 1324, and has a fresco, by 
Bernardo Daddi, of the Virgin and Child throned, with S. 
George and S. Sigismund. The neighbouring Fortezza dt 
S. Giorgio, or Belvidere, was built by Buontalenti for Fer- 
dinand I. The Medici kept their treasures in a secret 
chamber beneath it) 

On the left of the street — Via Guicciardini— which faces 
the Ponte Vecchio, is the Piazza S. Felicitd,, where a pillar 
commemorates one of the murderous victories of S. Peter 
Martyr over the heretics called Paterini. The tribune of 
the Church belongs to the Guicciardini, and the historian 
Francesco Guicciardini is buried in front of the high-altar. 
The first chapel on the right contains a Deposition, by 
Jacopo Pontormo ; in the Sth chapel is a Madonna with 
Saints, by Taddto Gaddi. In the sacristy is a picture of the 
Martyrdom of S. Felicitas and her sons, attributed to Neri 
d^ Bicci. In the chapter-house are frescoes, by Cosimo 
Vlivelti and Agnolo Ghtri, and over the altar a Crucifixion, 
by Nicco/h Gerini. The portico of the church contains 
some monuments from an old cemetery which existed here 
in earher times, including the incised figure of Barduccio 
Barducci, ob. 1414, who was twice Gonfalonier, and an 
altar-tomb with a figure of Cardinal Luigi de' Rossi, 1519, 
by Baccio di Montelupo. 

Now, on the left, we pass the Palazzo Guicciardini, 
nearly opposite to which a tablet marks the house where 
Macchiavelli died. 

At the comer of the Via Toscanella an ancient well 
marks the site of the 'darksome, sad and silent house' 
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where Boccaccio was bom, and in which he lived with his 
' old, cold, rugged, and avaricious father.' 1 

At the entrance (right) of the Via Maggio, a tablet on 
the wall of Casa Guidi is inscribed to the memory of an 
English poetess, who lived there for many years with her 
distinguished husband, and died there in 1861^'Elizabeth 
Barrett- Browning, che in cuore di donna conciliava scienza 
di dotto e spirito di poeta, e feCe del suo verso aureo anello 
fra Italia e Inghil terra.' 

On the right of the Via Maggio — turning towards the 
river — is a house — at the comer of the Via Marsigli — 
painted in fresco by Pocceiti, where Bernardo Buontalenti 
lived, and whither Tasso rode from Ferrara to thank him 
for having contributed to the success of his 'Aminta' by 
the scenery he had painted for it, and returned immediately. 

'A few days after the recitation af the comedy, Bemaido was 
returning, as was his wont, to dine at his house in the Via Maggio ; on 
approaching the door he saw a man of good condition, Fcneiable in 
person and appearance, in a countiy dress, dbmount from his horse as 
if to speak to him. Buontalenti waited civilly till the stranger came up 
and said, "Are you that Bernardo Buontalenti, so celebrated for the 
wonderfid inventions which are daily produced by your genius, and who 
in particular have composed the astonishing scenery for the comedy, 
by Tasso, which has lately been recited?" "I am Bernardo Buonta^ 
lenti," he answered, "but indeed am not such as your kindness and 
courtesy is pleased to believe me." Then the unknown, with a smile, 
flung his arms round his neck, kissed him on the forehead, and said, 
"You are Bernardo Buontalenti, and I am Torquato Tasso. Addio, 
addio, my Iriend, addio ) " and, without leaving the astonished archi- 
tect (who was quite thrown ofl' his balance by this unexpected meetii^) 
a moment to recover himself sufficiently either for words or deeds, 
he mounted his horse and galloped off, and was never seen again,' — 
Baldinusd. 

Farther down the street is the Palazzo oj the Ridolfi, of 
whom twenty-one were Gonfaloniers. No. 26 (left) is the 
house which Bianca Capello built for herself, and caused to 
be adorned externally with paintings. It was between this 
and the bridge that her first husband, Bonaventuri, was 
murdered. On the same side of the street is the Palazzo 
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Michelozzi, with an upper stoiy, overhanging on brackets 
towards a side street. 

The Casa Guidi is almost opposite to the magnificent 
Pitii Palace, which stands upon a basement of huge blocks 
of stone, and is exceedingly imposing from the dignity of 
its vast lines and gigantic proportions. 

' Je doute qu'il y ait im palais plus 
ai vu qui laisse une impression si graiii 

The palace was begun in 1441, from a design of Bninel- 
leschi, by Luca Fitti, and was sold by his descendants, in 
1549, to the first Eleanora of Toledo, wife of Cosimo I, 
Long the residence of the Grand-Dukes, it is now occasion- 
ally occupied by the King of Italy. The apartments contain 
a few precious objects by Benvenuto Cellini, Dgnaidlo, and 
Giovanni da Bologna. 

'The &9a<ie of the Pitti is 4G0 feet in extent, three stories high in 
the centre, each stoiy 40 feet in height, and the immense windows of 
each 24 feet apart firom centie to centre. With such dimensions as 
these, even a hiick building would be grand ; but when we add to this, 
Ihe boldest rustication all over the facade, and cornices of simple but 
bold outline, there is no palace in Europe to compaie lo it for grandeur, 
though many nmy surpass il in el^ance. The design is said to have 
been by Brunelleschi, but it is doubtful how &r this is the case, oi, at 
all events, how much may be due to Michelozzi, who certainly assisted 
in its erection, or to Ammanati, who continued the building, left incom- 
plete at Bnmelleschi's death, in 1444.' — Fergusson. 

'A wonderful union of Cyclopean massiveness with stately regu- 
larity.'— GiOfjl EKct. 

Here, on October 9th 1870, Victor Emmanuel received 
the Roman deputations, who came to present to him the 
result of the plebiscite by which the Romans had voted their 
union with the rest of Italy under the House of Savoy. 

From a door in the left wing is the obscure approach to 
the collection of pictures, formed by the Medici, which 
was brought to this palace about 1641. It may also l>e 
reached from the Uffizi by the covered gallery. The rooms 
in which the pictures are contained are most gorgeously 
decorated. 
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' Pierre do Corlone, Fedi, Marini, les demiers peintres de la d&a- 
dence, couvient les plafonds d'all^gories en I'honneur de la famitle 
r^nanle. — Ici Minerve enlive Cosme I i V^us et Ic conduit k 
Hercule, modye des grands travaux et des exploits h^roSques j en 
effet, il a mis i mort ou present les plus grands ciloyens de Florence, 
et e'est lui qui disait d'une cit* indocile : " J'aime mieux la d^peupler 
que la perdre." — Ailleurs la Gloire et la Vertu le conduisenl vers 
ApoUon, patron des lettres et des arts j en effet, il a pensionn^ les 
faiseurs de sonnets et meubU de beaux appartements. — Plus loin, 
Jupiter et lout t'Olympe se mettent en mouvement pour le recevoir; 
en effet, il a empoisonn^ sa SUe, iait tuei I'amant de sa fille, tu^ son 
fils, qui avail tvi son frfete ; la seconde fille a ^t^ po^ard^ par son 
mari, la mire en meurt ; k la g^^ration suivante, ces operations re- 
commencent ; on s'assassine et on s'empoisonne h&iditairement dans 
cette famille.'-— T'ainr. 

Beginning in the room farthest from the Uffizi, the gems 
of the collection are : — 

I. Sa/a di Venere (the balls are named outside their en- 

trance) : 
I. Albtrt D&rtr. Eve. 
17. Titian. Holy Family with S. Catherine. 
*tS. Id. La Bella Donna. 
'A ripe beauty in a blue gold-embroidered dress, with violet -and- 
while padded sleeves, and a gold ^saxaJ—Kugltr. 
ZO. Albert Diirer. Adam. 

II. Salad" ApoUo.- 
•63. RagailU. LeoX. 

' In the portrait may be seen the Pope's eyeglass, the " speeillum " 
through which, according lo Pellicanus, he used to watch processions, 
the " cristallus concava" which, according to Giovio, he used when 
hunting. His bad sight was proverbial. After his election, the 
Roman wits explained the number MCCCCXL engraved in the Vatican, 
as follows — "Multi caeci cardinales creaverunt caecum dedmum 
Leonem. " ' — Burckhardt. 

41. Penigine. The Magdalen. 
*43. FranHaMgia, \%\^ Male portrait. 

46. CigoH. S. Francis in prayer. 

49- Tibirio Tilt. Leopold© de' Medici (afterwards Cardinal), as a 

51. Cigoli. The Deposition — given to Cosimo III, Irom a church 
at Empoli. 
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55. Bareceie. Federigo d' Urbino, ns a baby. 
58- Andna del Sarto. The Entombment — executed, according to 
Vasari, for the nave of S. Pietro a Luco. 
*59. RaffailU. Maddalena Strozd, wife of Angelo Doni. 
■61. M. Angelo Doni. 
The poitraits of Angelo Doni and his wife were preserved by their 
descendants in the family mansion in the Via dei Tinlori till the death 
of its last member, Pietro Buono, in the present century. They (hen 
passed into the hands of the Doni of Avignon, who sold them lo 
Leopold II. in 1S76. 

4a Murilla. Madonna and Child. 

64. Fra Bartolommeo. The Deposition — from an Auguslinian 

convent outside Porta S. Gallo. 
66. Andrea dil Sarto. His own portrait. 

III. Saladi Marie: 

•79. Kaffaelte. Julius II. 
' The high-minded old man is here represented seated in an arm- 
chair in deep meditation. The small, piercing eyes are deeply set 
under the open, projecting forehead ; they are quiet, but of extinguished 
power. The nose is proud and Roman, the lips firmly compressed ; 
al! (he features are still in lively, elastic tension ; the executioo of the 
whole picture is masterly. There are several repetitions ; one is in (he 
galleiy of the UfBzi, representing the Pope in a red dress. A good 
copy is also in the Berlin Museum ; another at Mr. Miles's of Leigh 
Court '^KugUr. 

*8i. Andrea del Sarto. Holy Family— executed for Ottaviano de" 

■ At Florence (uily can one trace and tell how great a painter and 
how various Andrea was. There only, but surely there, can the spirit 
and presence of the things of time on his immortal spirit be understood.' 
— Sviinbume. 

*S2. Vandyke. Cardinal Guido Beotivt^lio. . 
Cardinal Bentivoglio, bom at Ferrara 1579, was secretary to 
Qement VII., and sent as Papal Nuncio to Flanders by Paul V. He 
wrote ' The History of the War in the Netherlands,' and died 1644. 

83. Titian. Luigi Cornaro, a Venetian nobleman. 

85. Rubens. Himself, his brother, and (he philosophers Lipsius 
and Gro(ius. 

87, 88. Andrea del Sarto. The Stoiy of Joseph— part of the 
famous nuptial decorations of the Borgheiini palace in the 
Bo^o S. Apostoli, which Salvi Borgheiini prepared for 
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the marriage of his son Pier Francesco with Margherita 
Acciajuoli, and which she gallantly defended agajt)st the 
dealer of Francois I. 
90. Cigoli. Ecce Homo — painted for Monsignor Massimo, who 
commissioned Passignano, C^li, and Carava^o to com- 
pete for his patronage by this subject. 
92. Titian. Male portrait — supposed to be Howard, Dulte of 
Norfolk. 
•94. Raffaelh. Holy Family^' dell' Impannata,' painted for Bindo 
Altoviti, a Florentine youth, celebrated for his beauty. The 
authenticity of this picture has often been doubted, but a 
sketch from the hand of Raffaelle in the royal coUeclion of 
England proves that the invention, if not the execution, is 
that of the master. The linest bit of the picture is the head 
of the aged S. Anne. 
'The Madonna dell' Impannata (the cloth window) is partly com- 
posed and executed by Raffaelle. The incident is most charming ; two 
women have brought the Child, and hand it to the mother ; and while 
the boy turns, still laughing, after them, he takes fast hold of the 
mother's dress, who seems to say, "Look, he likes best to come to 
me." ' — Burckhardl. 

•96. Crisiefere Alien. Judith, 
' The most finished picture of Allot! represents Judith with the head 
of Holofernes ; she is a beautiful and splendidly attired woman, with a 
grand, enthusiastic expression. The countenance is wonderfully fine 
and Medusa-Hke, and conveys all that the loftiest poetry can express in 
the character of Judith. In the head of Holofernes it is said that the 
aitbt has represented his own portrait, and that of his proud mistress in 
the Judith.'— Aiii^fr. 

'The Judith is paJe with the passion and the crime of her cruel 
night's work — most terrible of heroines, with such exhaustion and ex- 
citement in her face as no one but AUori, of all her painters, has 
ventured to put there. ' — Blackweod, DCCV. 

IV. Sala di Giove: 

109. Paris Bordont. Female portrait, supposed to represent the 

Balia (nurse) of the Casa Medici. 
III. Salvator Rosa. The Catiline conspiracy. 

' The best of the impassioned and characteristic pictures of Salvator 
is the Conspiracy of Catiline, with figures taken immediately from the 
excitable Neapolitan life, dressed in old Roman costume.' — Kuglei: 
•113. MicMangeloiy). The Fates. 
'As r^aids the interpretation of this, or of any other profotwd 
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picture, there are likely to be as many interpretations as there are 
spectators. Each man interprets the hieroglyphic in his own way ; and 
the painter perhajis had a meanii^ which none of them have reached ; 
or possibly he put forth a riddle without himself knowing the solution.' 
— HmBthame. 

' In the Pitti Palace, a picture of the Three Fates is ascribed to 
Michelangelo — serene, keen, characteristic figures. It was executed, 
however, by Rosso Fiorentina' — KngUr. 

The same person is represented in three difletent altitudes, and is 
said to be an old woman who offered her son to fight for the city, when 
Michelangelo was conducting the defence of Florence in 1529. 

123. Andria dil Sarta. Madonna in gtory, with four saints below. 

125, Fra Bartalemmio. S. Mark — formerly above the entrance to 
the choir of S. Marco. 

' In the head there is something falsely superhuman, but the drapery, 
which was really the principal object, is a marvellous work.' — Burck- 
hardt. 

131. Tintaret. Portrait of the Venetian Vincemo Zeno. 
"140. Ltotusrdo da Virui. Portrait of Ginevra Benci. 

' The portrait of Ginevra Benci, in the Pitti Palace, is an unpretend- 
ing but intelligently conceived picture of the greatest decision and purity 
of modelling and drawing.' — Kugler. 

V. Sola di Salumo : 

149. Ponli>rpio. Portrait of Cardinal Ippolito de' Medici. 

He was a natural son of Giuliano de' Medici, whose monument b in 
S. Lorenio. He is supposed lo have been poisoned in IS35 by order 
of his cousin, Duke Alessandro. 

150. Vandykt. Charles I. of England and Henrietta Maria. 
•131. Raffaellf. La Madonna della Se^ola. 

'A circular picture, painted about 1516. The Madonna, seen in a 
side view, sils on a low chair holding the Child on her knee ; He leans 
on her bosom in a listless, child-like attitude ; at her side S. John folds 
his little hands in prayer. The Madonna wears a many-coloured hand- 
kerchief on her shoulders, and another on her head, in a manner of 
the Italian women. She appears as a beautiful and blooming woman, 
looking out of (he picture in the tranquil enjoyment of maternal love : 
the Child, full and strong in form, has a serious, ingenuous, and grand 
expression. The colouring is uncommonly warm and beautifiil.' — 
Kugler. 

'Rien n'rfgale la suaviti de la tfte de la Viei^e, la majesl^ de 
I'enfant Jisus, I'onction, I'ardente devotion dans celle de saint Jean. 
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Tout est proph^ique dans ces deux enfiuits : t'un d^roule dans sa 
pens^e loules les destinies du monde, I'autie y voue iiijk Unite la 
sienne.' — Madame Svittckine. 

' The Madonna della Sedia. leaves me, with all its beauty, impressed 
only by the grave gaze of the Infant. '^ — George Eliot, Diary, i860. 

152. Andrea Schidane. Cain killing Abel. 

157. Lorenai Latto. The Three Ages of Man, 
"158. Raffaelle. Cardinal Bernardo Dovizi da Bibbiena. 

A native of Bibbiena, in the Casentino, Bernardo Dovizi was tutor 
to the sons of Lorenzo de' Medici. When one of his pupils became 
Pope Leo X., he was made a Cardinal He is supposed to have'died 
of poison. 



159. Fra BartalomnuB. Christ risen, with the Evangelists, painted 
c. 151S; ordered for Salvatore dj Giuliano Billi, and first 
placed in the S. Annunziala de' Servi. 
•164. Pirugino. The Deposition — from the convent of S. Cbiara. 
Painted in 1495, and greatly admired for its landscape, as well as 
for the figures it contains. 



'165. Raffatlle. La Madonna del Baldacchino — ordered for the 
chapel of the Dei in S. Spirilo. 
' The Madonna and Child are on a throne J on one side stand 
S. Peter and S. Bruno ; on the other, S. Anthony and S. Augustine ; at 
the foot of the throne two boy-angels hold a strip of parchment with 
musical notes inscribed on it ; over the throne is a canopy {baldaeehim^, 
the curtains of which are held by two flying angels. The picture is not 
deficient in the solemn majesty suited (o a church subject ; the drapeiy 
of the saints, particularly that of S. Bmno, is very grand ; in other 
respects, however, the taste of the naturalisti prevails, and the heads 
are in general devoid of nobleness and real dignity. In the colour of 
the flesh this picture forcibly reminds us of Fra Bartolommeo. Raffaelle 
left it unfinished in Florence ; and in this form, with an appeamnce of 
finish which is attributable to restorations, it has descended to us.' — 

' This picture remains a puzzle. Raffaelle left it unfinished on his 
journey to Rome ; later, when his growing feme called fresh attention 
to the picture, the painting was continued we know not by whom. At 
last Ferdinand, son of Cosimo III., had it touched by a certain Cassana, 
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with an appearance of finishing chiefly by means of brown glaungs. 
The remarkably beautiful attitude of the Child with the Madonna (for 
inslance, that of the hands), the figures on the lef), arranged in the grand 
style of the Frate (S. Peler and S. Bernard), belong surely to Raffaelle; 
perhaps aJso the upper part of the body of the saint on tlie righl, with 
the pilgrim's stafT; on the other hand, the bishop on the right might be 
composed by quite another hand. The two beautifully improvised Putti 
on Ihe steps of the Ihrone belong as much lo the style of the Frate as of 
Rafiaelle ; of the two ajigels above, the more beautiful one is obviously 
borrowed from the fresco of S. Maria della Pace at Rome, from which 
it appears that Ihe first finisher did not touch the picture till after IJI4.' 
— Burckhardl. 
*I7I. Raffaelle. Portrait of Tommaso Inghirami. 

Tommaso Phaedra Inghirami was of a noble femily of Vidterra. 
Havii^ lost his father at two years old, he was taken at once under the 
protection of the Medici, who provided for his education. His name 
of Phaedra was the result of an extraordinary proof of wit and presence 
of mind. While actii^ in the tragedy of " Hippolytus" at the house of 
the Cardinal of S. Giorgio, in which he filled the part of Phaedra, some- 
thing which went wrong in the machinery interrupted the performance, 
Inghirami immediately stepped forward and filled up the interval by an 
impromptu of- Latin verses, which produced immense applause and 
shouts of ' Viva Phaedra ! ' and the name afterwards stuck to him and 
was added to his own. He was sent as ambassador by Alexander VI. 
lo Maximilian, who gave him the title of Count Palatine. In 1510 he 
was made Bishop of Ragusa by Julius II., and oflicialed as secretary at 
Ihe conclave in which Giovanni de' Medici was elected Pope. It is in 
Ihe red dress which he then wore that he is represented by RafTaelle. 

' The most terribly, Ihe most inflexibly veracious of portrait -painlets.' 
— Vernon Lee. 



'The so-CBlled Disputa della SS, Triniti is peculiarly fitted to 
exhibit Andrea's affinity with the Venetian school. This is a "Santa 
Conversazione " of six saints. S. Augustin is speakir^ with the highest 
inspiration of manner ; S. Dominic is being convinced with his reason, 
S. Francis with bis heart { S. Laurence is looking earnestly out of the 
picture ; while .S. Sebastian and Ihe Magdalen are kneeling in front, 
listening devoutly. We here find the most admirable contrast of action 
and expression, combined with thehighestbeauty of execution, especially 
of colouring. ' — Kugler. 
•174. RagaelU. The Viaon of Eielciel. 
' This picture is supposed to have been executed by Raffaelle as early 
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as 1510, but, to judge from its affinity with the eaj-lier pklures of the 
Lc^gie, it can only have been produced in 1513 ; it contains the Fiist 
Person of the Trinity, in a glory of br^htly illuminated chetubs' heads, 
His outstietched aims supported by two genii, and resting on the mys- 
tical forms of the ox, eagle, and lion; the angel is introduced adoring 
beside them. Dignity, majesty, and sublimity are here blended with 
ineipressible beauty ; the contrast between the figure of the Almighty 
and the two youthful genii is admirably portrayed, and the whole com- 
position so clearly developed, that it is undoubtedly one of the master- 
works of the artist. Michelangelo, who had also given a type of the 
Almighty, represents Him borne upon the storm ; Raffaelle represents 
Him as if irradiated by the splendour of the sun ; here both masters 
are supremely great, similar, yet diiferenl, and neither greater than the 
other.'— ^H^«r, 

' C'est li vraimcnt une vision '. Des torrents de lumiire jetlent le 
contemplateur dans I'^louissement, il se sent saisi par le bras de feu qui 
soolevail le prophile ; et ce n'est pas seulement la couleur qui ^tonne ; 
le dessin de ce petit tableau est d'une Anergic, d'une hardiesse, d'une 
richesse incomparable. C'esl bien Jdhovah, c'esl bien le vrai Dieu de 
I'anden Testament qui s'est r^v^le k Raphael, plus potte encore ici que 
peinlre ( c'est toute la sublimit^ de I'ode, une strophe rip^lfe des divins 
concerts. ' — Mtuianie Staelciine. 

178. Guuia Jleni. Cleopatra, one of the besl works of the master, 

1 79. Sibaslian del Fiomio. The Martyrdom of S. Agata — painted 
for Rangone, Cardinal Deacon of S. Agata. An unmistakably power- 
ful work of the master. 

'This picture combines the composition of Michelangelo with a 
trace of Venetian colouring, but, besides the unpleasantness of the 
sufcgect, it is unattractive to the spectator by the obvious sacrifice of all 
freshness of life for a style of art which, after all, Sebastian never 
entirely acquired.' — Kugler. 

VI. Sala dd made : 

185. Giorgioni. Concert of Music. 

' It is difficult sometimes to decide whether Giorgione meant to 
represent a real portrait, or an ideal bead, or a genre subject, so well 
did he understand to give his figures that which especially appealed to 
the comprehension and sympathies of his spectators. We see this in his 
"Concert," in the Pitti Palace, reptesentii^ two priests playii^ the 
piano and the violoncello, with a youth.'— ^^a^Tiw. 

' Of the undisputed pictures by Gio^one, the grandest is the Monk 
at tie Clavichsrd. The young man has his fingers on the keys : he is 
modulating in a mood of grave and sustained emotion ; his head is 
turned away towards an old man standing near him. On the other side 
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oE the instrument is a boy. These two figures ate but foils and adjuncts 
to Ihe musician in the middle ; and the whole interest of his face lies in 
its concentrated feeling— the very soul of music, passing through his 
eyes.' — Syinimds, ' Rmaissance i» Italy.' 

19a Susiermanns. Portrait of a son of Frederick III. of Denmark. 

191. Andria del Sarto. The Asstnnption — ordered by Barlolommeo 
Pandaiichi, a Florentine merchant, for the city of Lyons, but left un- 
finished by the painter. 

19s, Jaeopa Francia. Male portrait. 

201. Titian. Portrait of Cardinal Ippolito de' MedicL 

204. BronsitiB. Portrait of Bianca Cappello. 

?o6. TiliaH. Philip IL (fiill length). 

iVj. Leonardo da Vinci. A Jeweller. 

"zo8. Fra Barhlommeo. The Marriage of S. Catherine of Siena- 
inscribed ' 1512, otate pro pictore.' One of the grandest creations of 
the master, perfect in composition, drawing, and relief ; especially noble 
is the figure of S. Michael in armour. The picture is ill seen here, 
being painted for an especial position and light in a church, 

316. Paul Vemneu. Portrait of Daniele Barbaro — 'Le Patricien 
i Venise.' 

21B. Salvalor Rosa. A Warrior. 
■219. Pimgino. Adoration of the Holy Child. 

222. Ciorgione. Portrait of a Lady. 

224. Rid. Ghirlandajo. Female portrait. 

225. Andre del Sarto. The Assumption— from S. Antonio at 

Cortona, given up to Ferdinand II. amid themurmurBoflhe 
people. 
228. Tilinn. The Saviour. 

VII. Sala deir Eiucazione a Giovt : 

243. Velasquez. Philip IV. 

345. Raffdelle (?). ' La Donna Velata,' resembling a picture of 
S. Catherine, by RafTaelle, now lost, but once in the possession of the 
famous Earl of Arundel, and engraved by Hollar, This picture, which 
was brought in 1824 from Poggio Refje, is certainly from a design, 
probably from the hand, of RafTaelle. It bears Ihe same type, of a 
beautiful Roman woman, employed in the Madonna di S. Sisto. 

265- Andrea del Sarto. S. John Baptist (half-length), painted for 
Ottaviano de' Medici. 
'266, Raffaelle. La Madonna del Gran-Duca.' 

MadoniULS of Raffullc-ihc ' unlD, oncKo e gran ciglio ' whicb Giavanni Sariiio 
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* Here Ihe Madonna holds the Infant tranquilly in her arms, and 
looks down in deep thought. Although slightly and very simply 
painted, especially in the nude, this picture excels all Raffaelle's previous 
Madonnas En that wonderful chaim which only the realisation of a pro- 
found thought could produce. We feel that no earlier painter had ever 
understood to combine such &ee and transcendent beauty with an ex- 
pression of such deep foreboding. This picture is the last and highest 
condition of which Perugino's type was ca.-pahle.'^X'ugicr. 

'The Madonna Gran-Duca marks the growing transition from the 
first to the second manner of Raffaelle. The Virgin has all the pensive 
sweetness and reflective sentiment of the Umbrian school, while the 
Child is loveliness itself. We think of Perugino still, but we think of 
him as suddenly endued with a purer, firmer outline, and more refined 
sentiment.'— _/. S. HarfBrd. 

'Quand on demandait i Raphael oil il ttouvail le module de ses 
vierges, il r^pondait, comme un plalonicien — qu'il fut en r^ite : — 
' ' Dans une certaine idie. " ' — EmiU Montigut. 

{In the small Slanza delta Stu/a, on the left of this, are 
figures of Cain and Abel by Dupri) 

VIII. SalaiTUiysse: 

iiyj. Paris Bordone. Portrait of Pope Paul III. (Famese). 

IX. Sala di Protiiefeo : 

"353. Botticelli. Supposed portrait of La Bella Simonetta, beloved 
by Giuliano de' Medici, and extolled 1^ Pulci and Poliziano. 
365. Mariotto AlberttHttli. The Nativity. 
37Z. Andrea del Castagne. Male portrait. 

377. Fra Bartohmmea. Ecce Homo — a fresco of the early Leo- 
nardesque period of the master. 

X. ILa GalUria de' Poceetii has an interesting collection of 



Between the palace and the picture-gallery is the entrance 
to the beautiful BoboH Gardens (open to the public on Sun- 
days and Thursdays), so called from the family whose man- 
sion was once situated here. Near the entrance is a Grotto 
containing four unfinished statues intended for the monu- 
ment of Julius II. by Michelangelo, and presented by his 
nephew, Leonardo Buonarroti, to Cosimo I. In front of 
the palace is an amphitheatre of seats, raised one above the 
Other, whence walks, between clipped avenues of bay and 
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ilex, lead to the higher ground where are the Fountain of 
Neptune, with a statue by Stoldo Lorenzi (1565); the statue 
of Dovizia — Abundance — believed to be a portrait of Joanna 
of Austria, first wife of Francis I, ; and the little meadow, 
called L' Uccellaja, from its bird-snares. 

' On Sunday, I went to the highest part of the Garden of Boboli, 
which commands a view of most of the city, and of the vale of Amo 
to the westward j where, as we had been visited by several rainy days, 
and now at last had a very fine one, the whole prospect was in its 
highest beauty. The mass of buildings, especially on the other side 
of the river, is sufficient to fill the eye, without perplexing the mind by 
vaslaess like Ihal of London ; and its name and history, its outline 
and large picturesque buildings, give it grandeur of a higher order than 
that of mere multitudinous extent. The hills that border the valley of 
the Amo are also very pleasing and striking to look upon ; and the 
view of the rich plain, glimmering away into blue distance, covered 
with an endless web of villages and country-houses, is one of the most 
delightful images of human well-being I have ever seen. '—John Sterlings 
'Ltllirs: 

'You see below, Florence, a smokeless city, its domes and spires 
occupying the vale ; and beyond to the right the Apennines, whose 
base extends even to the walls. The green valleys of these mountains, 
which gently unfold themselves upon the plain, and the intervening 
hills covered with vineyards and olive plantations, are occupied hf the 
villas, which are, as it were, another city — a Babylon of palaces and 
gardens. In the midst of the picture rolls the Amo, through woods, 
and bounded by the aerial snow and summits of the Lucchese Apen- 
nines. On the left a magnificent buttress of lofty, craggy hills, over- 
grown with wildemess, juts out in many shapes over a lovely vale, 
and approaches the walls of the city. Cascine and ville occupy the 
pinnacles and abutments of those hills, over which is seen at intervals 
the ethereal mountain- line, hoaiy with snow and intersected by clouds. 
The vale below Ls covered with cypress groves whose obeliskine forms 
of intense green pierce the grey shadow of the wintry hill that over- 
hai^ Ihem. The cypresses too of the garden form a magnificent fore- 
ground of accumulated verdure ; pyramids of dark leaves and shining 
cones rising out of the mass, beneath which are cut, like caverns, 
recesses which conduct into walki. The cathedral with its marble 
campanile, and the other domes and spires of Florence, are at our 
i^C—SMUy. 

'Qui Michel-Angiol nacque? e qui il sublime 
Dolce testor d^li amorosi detti ? 
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Qui i1 gran poeti, che in si forti rime 
Scolpl d' infemo i pianti maladetti ? 

Qui il celeste inventor, ch' ebbe daJl' ime 
Valli nostie i pianeti a noi so^etti P 
, E qui il sovrano penaator, ch' esprime 
SI ben del Prence i dolorosi effetti? 

Qui nacquer, quando non venia proscritto 

II dii, le^ere, udii, scrivei, pensaie ; 

Cose, ch' or lutte appongonsi a delitto.'^^^en 



One of the most beautiful pictures in Florence may be 
obtained from the right-hand corner of the amphitheatre, 
whence the dome of the cathedral and the graceful tower of 
the Palazzo Vecchio are seen between a stately group of 
cypresses and the massy brown walls of the palace. 

Returning to the entrance of the Ponte Vecchio, we reach 
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the Borgi? ifi S. Jacopo, at the corner of which is a statue 
of Bacchus, standing beneath an old palace of the Cerchi. 
Close to this is the Palazzo Barbadori, built by Filippo 
Brunelleschi. On the right is the Church of S. Jacopo sopr' 
Arm, rebuilt in 1580. It contains a copy by Giov. iella 
Robbia of the group of the Doubting S. Thomas by Verocchio. 
Here the nobles assembled in 1 293, and determined to resort 
to arms, rather than submit to the decree which excluded 
them from a share in the government. 

Opposite this is the fine old Tower of the Barbadori, 
adorned with works of Zuca delta Robbia. In the piazza 
beyond, facing the river, is the paiace of the Frescobaldi, 
and opposite it a Palazzo Capponi, which was the residence 
of the femous Piero Capponi, The houses facing the river 
beyond this belonged to the great family of the Soderini, 
and in one of them Niccol6 Soderini received S. Catherine 
of Siena. 

Behind this quay runs the street called Fondaccio di 
Santo Spirito. In a house on the left the great Florentine 
captain, Francesco Fermcci, was born in 1489. Opposite 
(at the corner of the Via di Serragli) is the Palazzo Rinuccini, 
built in the sixteenth century, by Lutgt Cardt Cigoli. 

On the left of the street called the Fondaccio is the great 
Church of Santo Spirito, originally built by Augustinians in 
1292, but rebuilt in 1433. It was stUl unfinished in 1470, 
when the building took fire from some illuminated pheno- 
mena intended to represent the descent of the Holy Ghost, 
during the visit of Galeazzo- Maria Sforza, and was entirely 
burnt It was once more rebuilt from designs which had 
been left by Brunelleschi. The cupola was by Salvi d' 
Andrea; the sacristy by Giuliano di S. Gallo ; and the 
bell-tower by Bacdo d" Agrtolo. 

'Santo Spirito being entirely according to Biuneileschi'a design, he 
was enabled to mould it to his own fencies. This church is 296 feet 
long by 94 feet 3 inches wide, and, lakii^ it all in all, is internally as 
successful an adaptation of the basilican type as its age presents.' — 

The interior is exceedingly handsome. Under the dome 
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is a baldacchino, much like that at S. Alessio at Rome, and 
around it a choir, of iS99> isolated, as in the Spanisli 
churches. The vast number of chapels contain many good 
pictures ; — 
JiigAi ais/e : 

is/ Chapil. School of PUro di Cositna. Assumption. 

ind Chaptl. Nanni di Baccio Bigio. Copy of the Pieti of Michel- 

Might Transept: 

2nd Chapel, on right. Pollajvelo {?). S. Monaca enthroned. 

yd Chapil, at end. Filipping Lippi. Madonna and Child with 
saints, and Ttmai de Nerli, the persecutor of Savonarola, and his wife, 
the donors, kneeling. This picture is a worthy companion to that of 
the Badia. 

\th Chapel, at end. Copy of the Munich Perugino. The Vision of 
the Virgin to S. Betnard. 

\it Chapel, left (rctumitig). Monument of Gino Capponi, his son 
Neri, and his great-grandson Piero. 

' Among many disasters no one appeared so great, no one caused 
such universal grief, as the death of the brave and generous citizen, 
Piero Capponi. He had undertaken the si^e of the castle of Soiana, 
lo retake it from the enemy ; and, as was usual with him, he was 
acting on this occasion both as common soldier and commander ; and, 
while planting a gun near the wall, he was mortally wounded by a ball. 
The soldiers fled, as if terror-struck, and raised the siege of Soiana. 
At Florence a splendid liineral, al the public expense, was immediately 
ordered, and there never was seen so universal a lamentation for the 
death of a private citizen. His body was brought up the Arno in a 
funeral barge, and was deposited in his own house in Florence, near 
the bridge of the Santa Triniti^ from whence it was taken to the Church 
of Santo Sptrilo, accompanied by the magistrates and a vast multitude 
of citizens. The church was lighted up by innumerable tapers, and, in 
four ranges of banners, the arms of the magistracy alternated with 
those of the family. A fimeral oration was delivered over the coffin, 
proclaiming with the highest praise the distinguished hfe of the 
deceased, and the deep sorrow felt for the loss of the valiant soldier 
and eminent citizen. His remains were then deposited in the same 
tomb which his grand^ther Neri had caused to be constructed for his 
illustrious great-grandfather, Gino Capponi. ' — Villari. 

Choir; 

2nd Chapel, on right. Agnole Gaddi. An altar-piece, close to 
which is the monument of Piero Vettori, a classical satirist, 1499-1565. 



2tid Chapel, at ettd. Alessandra AUeri. Martyi<)oins. 
11/ Chapel, on left {reluming). BelHcelli. Annunciation, 

East Transept: 

\st Chapil, at end. Picro di Cosimo (?) (1482). Madonna en- 
Ihtoned, with S. Thomas and S. Peter. 

ind Chapel of the Corbirulli, at end. Marble work by Sansavine 
(Andrea Contacci). 



' Outre le couronnement de la Vierge, qui forme le sommet de cet 
immense tabernacle, il y a, dans la partie inf jrieure, une representation 
de la Ctee, o\i les ap&ties sont places de mani^re i multiplier les 
diSicultes de la. perspective, pour que I'actiste se donnSt le plaisir d'en 
tiiompher. Dans ces deux compositions, le marbre est trait^ i. la 
mani^re de Mino da Fiesole, c'est-it-dire que les figures ont Ir^-peu 
de relief, et que les lignes qui les circonscrivent ont quelquefois Tair de 
se confondie avec la surface plane sur laquelle elles reposent. A cela 
pr^s, I'ex^ulion en est delicate et le sentiment admirablement rendu. 
Quant aux details d'omementation qui appaitiennent 4 la sculpture 
d&orative, ils soot d'une perfection qu'on ne retrouve pas toujours au 
meme degr^ dans les ouvrages subs&juents d' Andrea San Savino. ' — Jtui, 
'L'Art Chriliin.' 

yd Chapel, at tnd. Saffatllino del Garbo. The Trinity, with S. 
Catherine and 5. Mary Magdalen in adoration, 

11/ Chapel, OH left [returning). Piero di Cosimo (?). Madonna en- 
throned, with S. Bartholomew and S. Nicholas. 

Left Aisle {returning : 

Chapel beyond the door. Rid. Ghirlandajo. 
with S. Anna, S. Mary Magdalen 

In this church Luther preached on his way to Rome as 
an August] nian monk. 

There is a beautiful covered pass^e leading to the 
sacristy. The large cloisters are surrounded with unimpor- 
tant frescoes. 

The space in front of the church is laid out in gardens. 
At the end, on the left, is the old Palazzo Guadagni. ■ The 
Via S. Agostino opens on the right Near its entrance (left) 
is the house of the Marchese della Stufa, which contains 
the wonderful bust of the Gonfalonier Niccol6 Soderini, by 
Mirto da Fiesok, and the only authentic portrait of Michel- 
angelo, that by Giuliano Bugiardini, which is described by 
Vasari. 



THE CARMINE. 193 

The Via S. Agostino leads into the Via de' Serragli. 
Here the Church of S. EUsabetla occupies the site of a 
house in which S. Filippo Neri was born, in 15 15. On the 
left, near the end of the street, are the Torrigiani Gardens, 
which contain a high tower, in allusion to the crest of the 
family. The neighbouring Church of La Caha (so called 
from the material of the cowl worn by its monks) contains 
a Perugino of the Crucifixion, with the Beato Columbini 
of Siena, S. J, Baptist, S. Jerome, S. Francis, and the 
Magdalen, at the foot of the cross. In the refectory is a 
Cenacolo, by Franciabigto. The Porta Romana, which 
closes the street, gave the name of Baccio della Porta to 
Fra Bartolommeo, who lived near it in his youth. In the 
neighbouring Via Porta Romana a tablet marks the house 
of Gio\'anni di S. Giovanni. 

The Church and Convent of the Carmine, beyond the Via 
de' Serragli, were built c, 1475, '" ^^ place of an older 
church, whose bells were rung to summon (1378) the rising 
of the Ciompi. In the right transept is the famous Cappella 
Brancacci, which is covered with noble frescoes, including 
the finest paintings of Masaccio, and some of Filippino 
Lippi. Here Michelangelo used to study drawing with 
Piero Torregiani.' 

' The importance of these frescoes arises from the fact that they hold 
the same place in the history of art during the fifteenth century as the 
works of Giotto, in the Arena Chapei at Padua, hold during the four- 
teenth. Each series forms an epoch in painting from which may be 
dated one of those great and sudden onward steps which have in various 
ages and countries marked the development of art. The history of 
Italian painting is divided into three distinct and well-defined periods, 
by the Arena and Biancacci Chapels, and the frescoes of Michelangelo 
and RaETaelle in the Vatican.' — A. H. Layard. 

The order of the frescoes is : — 

Right atul Left. Adam and Eve— their Fall, FitippittB lAppi ; theit 
Expulsion from Paradise, Masaccio. 

Right. The healing of Petionilla by S. Peter, and the Cripple 
cured at the gate of the Temple, Masaccio. 
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■ Lift. S. Peter finding the tribute-money in the fish's mouth, 
Masaccio. 

Left. S. Peter and S. Paul restore a dead youth to life, having 
been challenged lo do so by Simon Magus, mostly by Masaceio, a small 
farlinH in tht centre by Filippino Lippi. 

Lefi. S. Peter is imprisoned, S. Paul talks lo hbi through the bats, 
Filippino Lippi. 

Right. S. Peter is delivered from Prison by an angel, Filippino 
Lippi. 

Sight. S. Peter condemned by Nero, and his Cnidfiiuon, Filippino 

Lippi. 

The four frescoes on the wall above (he altar are from the histoiy of 
Peter and john, and ate all by Masascio. 

'In these works, for the first time, we find a well-grounded and 
graceful delineation of the nude, which, though Still somewhat con- 
sttained in the figures of Adam and Eve, exhibits itself in successful 
mastery in the Youth preparing for Baptism ; so well, in short, in both, 
that the fitst were copied by Raffiaelle ii 
while the last, accotding to an old traditi< 
history of Florentine Art. The art of raising (he figures from the flat 
surface, the modelling of the forms, hitherto only faintly indicated, here 
begin to give the efiect of actual life. In this respect, again, these 
pictures exhibit at once a beginning and successfiil prioress, for in the 
Tribute'Money many parts are hard and stiff; the strongest light is not 
placed in the middle, but at the edge of the figures ; while in the 
Resuscitation of the Boy, the figures appear in perfect reality before the 
spectator. Moreover, we find a style of drapeiy freed from the habitual 
type-like manner of the earlier periods, and dependent only on the fotm 
underneath, at the same lime expressing dignity of movement by broad 
masses and grand lines. Lastly, we reach a peculiar style of composi- 
tion, which in the Resuscitation of the Boy, supposed to be Masaccio's 
last picture, exhibits a powerful feeling for truth and individuality of 
character. The event itself includes few persons : a great number of 
spectators are disposed around, who, not taking a veiy lively interest in 
what is passing, merely present a picture of sterling, serious manhood ; 
in each figure we read a worthy fulfilment of the occupations and duties 
iiiXiit.'—KugUr. 

' Ces peintures partent du r^l, je veux dire de I'individu vivant, tel 
que les yeux le voient. Le jeune homme baptist que Masaccio montie 
nu, sortant de I'eau et grelottant, les bras crois^, est un baigneur con- 
temporain, qui s'est tremp^ dans I'Amo par une joum^ un peu froide. 
De m€me son Adam et son Eve chass& du Paradis sont des Florentins 
qu'il a d&habill^, I'homme avec des cuisses minces et de grosses ^paules 
de foigeron, la femme avec un col court et une lourde taille, tous deux 
avec des jambes assez laides, artisans ou bourgeois qui n'ont point 
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pratiqu^ comme les Gtecs la vie nue, et dont la gymnastique n'a point 
proportionn^ et i^forme les corps. PareiUement encore, le petit ressus- 
citi de Lippi, agenouilH devant I'ap&lre, a la maigreur osseuse e( les 
membres grgles d'un enfant moderne. Enfin presque toutes les !6tes 
sont des portraits ; deux homines encapuchonnfe, i. gauche de saint 
Pierre, sont des moines qui sortenC de leurs couvents. On sait les noms 
des contemporains qui ont pr£l£ leurs visages : Bartolo di Angiolino 
Angioli, Granacci, Soderini, Fulci, PoUajuolo, Botticelli, Lippi tui- 
mSme ; en sorte que cette peinlure semble avoir pris tout son etre dans 
la vie environnante, comme le plStre plaqu^ sur un visage emporte !e 
modile de la forme k laquelle on I'a soumis.' — Taint. 

Masaccio died at the age of forty-one, and is buried 
amid his paintings in this chapel. A marble slab in the 
centre of the floor commemorates him and his friend Maso- 
lino. Vasari gives as his epitaph : — 

' Se alcun ceicasse il marmo, o il nome mio ; 
La chiesa t il marmo, una cappella e il nome. 
Morii, che Naluri ebbe invidia, come 
L'arte del mio pennello uopo e desio. ' '■ 

' In this chapel wrought 
One of the few, Nature's interpreters, 
The few, whom Genius gives as lights to shine, 
Masacdo ; and he slumbers underneath. 
Wouldst thou behold his monument t Look round '. 
And know that where we stand, stood oft and long, 
Oft till the day was gone, Raffaelle himself; 
Nor he alone, so great the ardour there. 
Such, while it reigned, the generous rivalry ; 
He and how many as at once called forth. 
Anxious to learn of those who came before. 
To steal a spark from their authentic fire. 
Theirs who first broke the universal gloom. 
Sons of the morning.' — Rogers' 'Italy.' 

In the Sacristy of the Carmine are frescoes of the life of 
S. Cecilia, by Agnolo Gaddi. 

In the choir is the fine tomb to the Gonfalonier, Piero 
Soderini (buried in Rome), by Benedetto da Rovezzano. It 

I ' ir any seek the marble or my name, 

This church shall be the marble— and the name, 
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was because this Sodetino was simple and had a good heart 
that Macchiavelli wrote the famous epigram : — 

' La nolle che mori Pier Soderini 
L' alma n' andb dell' inferno alia bocca ; 
E Pluto le grid6 : Anima sciocca, 
Che infemo ? va ne] limbo de' bambini ! ' ' 

In the north transept (1675) is the tomb of S. Andrea 
Corsini, and great reliefs, by Foggini, relating to his life. 
Andrea Corsini was a Carmelite monk, Bishop of Fiesole, 
canonised by Urban VIII. in 1629. 

In the Cloisten are remains of a fresco of the consecra- 
tion of the church by Masaccio. Little is visible but the 
figure of a man in a yellow dress, supposed to represent 
Giovanni de' Medici ; above are traces of a fresco of hermits 
sitting before their cells. Another fresco, on the same wall, 
representing a knight and a nun presented to the Virgin by 
their patron saints, is attributed to Giovanni da Milano. 

In the second cloister a Pietk signed ' Hieronimus de 
Erixia, 1504,' is interesting as the work of a rare artist, the 
Brescian Carmelite Girolamo iP Antonio. 

The street beyond the Piazza del Carmine leads to the 
Porta S, Frediano, which dates from 1324. Here Charles 
VIII. entered Florence, Nov, 17, 1494, Between this gate 
and the Porta Romana is the old Jewish Cemetery. The 
Church of S. Frediano is modern. The original convent of 
S. Maria Maddalena de' Pazzi stood here ; the cell of the 
saint is now a chapeL 
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CHAPTER VI. 
EXCURSIONS ROUND FLORENCE. 

From the fbrta S. Gallo (Fiesole, PratoUno, CaffafEiolo), 

"T^HE old city of Fiesole, about three miles distant, is one 
■*■ of the most conspicuous features in all views from 
Florence, cresting a hollow in the hill-tops to the north-east 
of the city. 



The road to Fiesole is the second of those which turn 
to the right outside the Porta S, Gallo. The nearest way 
is that which follows the right bank of the Mugello as far 
as the Villa Palmteri (Dow.-Couniess of Crawford and 
Balcarres), and then ascends between walls to S. Domenico 
di Fiesole, half-way up the hiUside. The convent of this 
name (right) was united to S. Mateo, and was the oldest 
Dominican foundation at Florence, It was here tliat Fra 
Angelica lived as a monk, and from hence that he took his 
name. The only memorial of him is a much-injured picture 
from his hand in the choir of the church, which also con- 
tains a Baptism of Christ by Lorenzo di Credi, The famous 
Coronation of the Virgin in the Louvre, by Fra Angelico, 
came from this church. 

Below the road, on the left, marked by its old campanile, 
is La Badia di Fiesole, built by Cosimo Vecchio in 1462. 
Its terrace has a lovely view. The church contains a relief 
by L>esiderio da Settignano, and the refectory a fresco by 
Giovanni di S. Giovanni of the angels ministering to Christ 
in the Wilderness. The abbey was long the residence of the 
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Cavaliere Francesco Inghirami, the Patriarch of Etruscan 

antiquities. 

A little to the right of S. Domenico is the Viila Landore 
(once Gherardesca), where our great poet, Walter Savage 
Landor, passed many years of his unhappy married life. It 
is in the parish of Majano, of which a history has lately 
been written by Mr. Temple Leader, who has a beautiful 
villa there, and which is the native place of many dis- 
tinguished men, amongst the best known of whom are 
Benedetto and Giuho da Majano. 

' I stuck to my Boccaccio haunts, as to an oM home. . . . My 
almost daily walk was to Fiesole, through a path skirted with wild 
myrtle and cyclamen ; and I stopped 3.t the cloister of the Doccia, and 
sate on the pretty melancholy platfoim behind it, reading, or looking 
through the pines down to Florence.' — Leigh Hunt. 

' On either side of Majano were laid the two scenes of the " Deca- 
meron" of Boccaccio; the little streams that embrace it, the Affricoand 
the Mensola, were the metamorphosed lovers in his Nimphale Fiesolano ; 
within view was the Villa Gherardi, before the village the hills of 
Fiesole, and at its feet the Valley of the Ladies. Every spot around 
was an illustrious memory. To the left, the house of MacMavelli ; 
still ferther in that direction, nestling amid the blue hills, the while 
village of Settignano, where Michelangelo was bom; on the banks of 
the neighbouring Mugnone, the house of Danle ; and in the back- 
ground, Galileo's villa of Arcetri and the palaces and cathedral of 
Florence. In the centre of this noble landscape, forming part of the 
village of S. Domenico di Fiesole, is Landor's villa. The Valley of the 
Ladies was in his grounds ; the AfTrico and Mensola ran through them ; 
above was the ivy-clad convent of the Doccia overhung with cypress ; 
and from his entrance-gate might be seen Valdarno and Vallombrosa.'^ 
Fersto's 'Life sf Landor.' 

Landor wrote himself of his Florentine homes r — 

' From France to Italy my steps I bent. 
And pilcht at Amo's side my household tent. 
Six years the Medicean Palace held 
My wanderii^ Lares ; then they went afield, 
■Where the hewn rocks of Fiesole impend 
O'er Doccia's dell, and fig and olive blend. 
There the twin streams In Affrico unite. 
One dimly seen, the other out of sight, , ^ , 

.C.ooglc 
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But ever playing in his smoothen'd bed 
Of polisht stone, and willing to be led 
Where clustering vines protect him from the sun. 
Never too grave to smile, too tired to run. 
Here, by the lake, Boccaccio's fair brigade 
Beguiled the hours, and tale for tale repaid. 
How happy ! Oh, how happy had I been 
With friends and children in this quiet scene ! 
Its quiet was not destined to be mine ; 
'Twas hard to keep, 'twas harder to resign.' 

A Steep footway ascends, by the chapel of S. Ansano, to 
the gates of the Villa Mozzi} a beautiful old palace with 
balustraded terraces and gardens of ancient cypresses, built 
by Cosimo Vecchio, and the favourite residence of Lorenzo 
the Magnificent 

' In a villa overhanging the towers of Florence, on the steep slope 
of that lofty hill crowned by the mother city, the ancient Fieaole, in 
gardens which Tully might have envied, with Fieino, Landino, and 
Politian at his side, Lorenzo delighted his hours of leisure with the 
beautiful visions of Platonic philosophy, for which the summer stillness 
of an Italian sky appears the most congenial accompaniment. 

' Never could the sympathies of the soul with outward nature be more 
finely touched ; never could more striking suggestions be presented to 
the philosopher and the statesman. Florence lay beneath them ; not 
with alt the magnificence that the later Medici have given her, but, 
thanks to the piety of former times, presenting almost as varied an out- 
line to (he sky. One man, the wonder of Cosmo's age, Brunelleschi, 
bad crowned the beautiful city with the vast dome of its cathedral ; a 
sinicture unthought of in Italy before, and rarely since surpassed. It 
seemed, amidst clustering towers of inferior churches, an emblem of the 
Cathtrfic hierarchy under its supreme head ; like Rome itself, imposing, 
unbroken, unchangeable, radiating in equal expansion to every part of 
the earth, and directing its convergent curves to heaven. Round this 
were numbered, at unequal heights, the Baptistery, with its gates, as 
Michelangelo styled them, worthy of Paradise ; the tall and richly de- 
corated belfry of Giotto ; the church of the Carmine, vrith the frescoes 
of Masaccio ; those of Santa Maria Novella (in the language of the 
same great man), beautiful as a bride ; of Santa Croce, second only in 
magnificence to the cathedral ; of S. Marco, and of S. Spirito, another 
great monument of the genius of Bnmelleschi; the nume 

luDl'T residences of Cosimo ; the others w 



that rose within the walls of Florence, or were scattered immediately 
about (hem. From these the eye might turn to the trophies of » re- 
publican government that was rapidly giving way before Ihe citizen- 
prince who now surveyed them ; the Palaiio Vecchio, in which the 
signory of Florence held their councils, raised by the Guelf aristocracy, 
the exclusive, but not tyrannous faction that long swayed the city ; or 
the new and unltnished palace which Brunelleschi had designed for one 
of the Pilti family, before they fell, as others had already done, in the 
fruitless struggle against the House of Medici, itself destined to be- 
come the abode of the victorious race, and to perpetuate, by retainii^ 
its name, the revolution that had raised them to power.' — Hallam, 
'Litttttture of Europi.' 

The place is well described by the verses of Politian : — 

' Hie lesonat blando tibi pinus amata susurro ; 
Hie vaga coniferis insibilat aura cupiessis ; 
Hie scatebris salit, et biillantibus incita venis 
Pura coloralos interstrepit unda tapillos. . . . 
Talia Faesuleo lentus meditabar in antro, 
Rure suburbano Medicum, qua mons sacer urbem 
Maeoniam, longique volumina despicit Ami, 
Qua bonus hospitiuitffelix, placidamque quielem 
Indulget Laurens, Laurens non uttitna Phoebi 
Gloria, jactatis Laurens lida anchoia Musis.' — Husticiis. 

From the little platform outside the villa gates the view 
is exquisitely beautiful — of Florence and the rich plain of 
the Amo, with the villa-dotted hills and the surrounding 
chain of amethystine mountains. Perhaps spring, when the 
purple cloud-shadows are falling over the delicate green of 
the young corn-fields, and when the tulips and anemones 
make every bank blaze with colour, is the most beautiful 
season. 

A few steps now bring us into the piazza of FiesoU, the 
ancient Faesulae, and it is strange, within sight of the city 
and its great cathedral, to find this ancient village- bishopric, 
with a cathedral and Palazzo Pretorio. Yet, in the words of 
Fazio degli Uberti — 

' Chi Fiesol bedific6 conobbe el loco 
Come gia per gli eieli ben composto.' 

It was hither that Catiline fled from Rome after his con- 
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spirac^, and the fancy of its historian, Malespini, has made 
a romance for Fiesole founded on the story of ' Catellino,' 

who wages war E^ainst Fiorino, King of Rome, The latter 
is killed in battle, and the new city, Fiorenza Magna, is 
founded in his memory. Afterwards the new city finds a 
friend in Attila, who destroys Florence and rebuilds Fiesole. 
Dante alludes to Fiesole as if it were the cradle of Florence : — 

' Ma quell' ingralo popolo maligno, 
Che discese di Fiesole ab antico, 
E tien ancoi del monte e del macigno.' 

/«/ XV. 6i. 

The name of Faesulae constantly occurs in history. It 
is mentioned by Polybius, Sallust, and Procopius, but never 
as playing any important part. Always a city, it never be- 
came great 

' Milton and Galileo give a glory to FiescJe beyond even its starry 
antiquity ; nor perhaps is there a name eminent in the best annals 
of Florence to which some connections cannot be traced with this 
&voured spot. When it tvas full of wood, it must have been eminently 
beautiful. It is at present indeed full of vines and olives, but this is 
not wood, viMiij', ' — Lcigi Hunt. 

The Cathedral, with its slender crenellated tower, occu- 
pies one side of the piazza. It is dedicated to S. Romulo, 
its first bishop and apostle, who is said to have been a con- 
vert of S. Peter, and to have received a special mission from 
him to preach at Faesulae. Under Nero he was imprisoned 
and martyred with a da^er. The church was b^un in 
ioz8, but little remains of so early a date. It is a basilica, 
having narrow aisles with cross-anns, and a choir raised 
above a crypt 

In the chapel on the right of the High-Altar is the tomb 
of Bishop Salutati, the learned friend of Pope Eugenius IV., 
executed in 146a by Mino di Giovanni or da Fiesole. 

' The bust of Bishop Salutati is certainty one of the most living and 
strongly characterised "counterfeit presentments" of nature ever pro- 
duced in marble. Any one who has looked at those piercing eyes, 
strongly marked features, and that mouth, with its combined bitter- 
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ness and sweetness of expression, knows that the bishop was a 
nervous temperament, a dry logical reasoner, who, though s 
sharp in his words, was always kindly in his deeds. From the top of 
his jewelled mitre to the rich robe upon his shoulders, this busi is 
finished like a gem. It stands below a sarcophagus, resting upon or- 
nate consoles, upon an architrave supported by pilasters and adorned 
with arabesques. In design this tomb is perfectly novel, and, as fat as 
we know, has never been repeated, despite its beauty and fitness. 
Directly opposite is the lovely altar-piece which Mino sculptured by 
Salutati's order and at his expense. It is divided into three compart- 
ments, containing a central group of the kneeling Madonna with the 
Infant Christ and St. John, on either side of which are statuettes of 
San Lorenio and San Remigius, under an entablature on which is 
placed 1 poor bust of Out Lord. The Infant Saviour, sitting upon the 
steps at the Madonna's feet, holds a globe upon his knee, and smilingly 
stretches out his left hand to the little St. John, who kneels before 
him in artless simplicity. Upon these children, whose grace and un- 
consciousness remind us of those of RafFaelle, the kneeling Virgin 
looks down with a gentle smile, her hands crossed upon her breast.'— 
Pirkins's 'Tuscan Sciilpicrs.' 

S. Maria Primeraria, a little church in the piazza, con- 
tains a tabernacle by one of the Robbias. 

The most important remains of the Etruscan fortifications 
are on the northern brow of the hill, where they rise to a 
height of from twenty to thirty feet. Behind the cathedral, 
in a garden, are some remains of the Roman (not Etruscan) 
Theatre. There is not much to see, but it is a charming 
spot half-buried in flowers. Some of the outer wall and of 
the seats are visible. Some vaults beneath, of opus incerlum, 
are called by the Fiesolani 'le Buche delle Faie,' or Dens 
of the Fairies. 

In the Borgo Unto is a curious fountain in a subterra- 
nean passage approached by a Gothic archway. It is called 
Fottle Sollerra, and its pure waters supply the whole neigh- 
bourhood. A stony path, opposite the west end of the 
cathedra!, leads to what was the Arx of the ancient city. 
Here are a Franciscan Content and the Church of S. 
Alessandro, with eighteen cipoUino columns. The view is 
quite glorious. 

* A veder pien di tante ville i colli. 
Par che '1 terren ve le germi^li, come _, , 

I . :.C:.OOt^lC 
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Vennene germogliai suole e lampoUi. 
Se dentro un mur, sotio un medesmo nome 
Fosser raccolti i (uoi paJazli spacsi, 
Nod (i sarian da pareggiar due Rome. ' 

Ariaslo, Rime, cap. xvi. 

* Few lTa^■eller3 can foiget the peculiar landscape of this district of 
the Apemiine, as they ascend the hitl which rises from Florence. They 
pass continually beneath the walls of villas bright in perfect luxury, and 
beside cypress-hedges, enclosii^ fair terraced gardens, where the masses 
of oleander and magnolia, motionless as leaves in a picture, inlay alter- 
nately upon the blue sky their branching lightness of pate rose-colour 
and deep green breadth of shade, studded with balls of budding silver, 
and showing at intervals through their framework of rich leaf and rubied 
flower the far-away bends of the Amo beneath its slopes of olive, and 
the purple peaks of the Carrara mountains, tossing themselves against 
the western distance, where the streaks of motionless cloud bum above 
the Pisan sea. The traveller passes the Fiesolan ridge, and all is 
changed. The country is on a sudden lonely. Here and there, indeed, 
are seen the scattered houses of a farm grouped gracefully upon the hill- 
sides — here and there a fragment of tower upon a distant rock ; but 
neither gardens, nor flowers, nor glittering palace-walls, only a giey 
extent of mountain-ground, tufted irregularly with ilex and olive ; a 
scene not sublime, for its forms are subdued and low ; not desolate, for 
its valleys are full of sown fields and tended pastures: not rich nor 
lovely, but sunburnt and sorrowful ; becoming wilder every instant as 
the road winds into its recesses, ascending still, until the higher woods, 
now partly oak and partly pine, drooping back from the central nest of 
the Apennine, leave a pastoral wilderness of scattered rock and arid 
grass, withered away here by frost, and there by lambent tongues of 
earth-fed fire. Giotto passed the first ten years of his life, a shepherd- 
boy, among these hills ; was found by Cimabue, near his native village, 
drawing one of his sheep upon a smooth stone ; was yielded up by his 
father, "a simple person, a labourer of the earth," to the guardianship 
of the painter, who, by his own work, had already made the streets of 
Florence ring with joy; attended him to Florence, and became his 
d i sciple. ' — Ruikin. 

In the hills beyond FJesote is' Mr. I..eader's beautiful 
castle-villa of Vinctgliata, containing great collections of 
ancient furniture, armour, &c. 

About 9 miles from the Porta S. Gallo, on the road to 
Bolt^na, is all that remains (not much) of the Palace of 
Pratolino, built by Francesco de' Medici for Bianca Cappello, 
of whom it was the favourite residence. She was devoted 
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to magic and the composition of philters and potions, and 
for generations after her death a room was shown here 
where it was said that she used to ' distil a cosmetic from 
the bodies of newly-born infants.' As the home of Bianca, 
Fratolino is extolled by Tasso. 

' Dianzi all' ombia di fama occulta e bnina, 
Quasi giace9(i, Pratotino, ascoso ; 
Or U. tua donna tanto onor l' axunge, 
Che piega alia seconda alta forluna 
Gli anlichi gioghi 1' Apennin nevoso ; 
Ed Atlante, ed Olimpo, ancoi ^ lunge, 
N^ conlin la tua gloria asconde e serra ; 
Ma del tuo picdot nome empi la tena.' — 

Xinu, 360, /. II. 

The palace is now the property of Prince DemidofF. 
The park is a great resort for picnics from Florence, and 
contains the colossal statue of the Apennines, attributed to 
Giovanni da Bologna — more curious than beautiful 

A little farther upon this road is the ancient machicolated 
Palace of Cafaggtolo, built, as his residence, by the merchant- 
prince Cosimo de' Medici, and enlarged by Cosimo I. It 
was the scene, July 11, 1576, of one of the most startling 
of the many crimes which mark the story of the Medici. 
The beautiful Eleanoia of Toledo, a niece of the first wife 
of Cosimo de' Medici, had been married by the Grand- Duke 
Francesco to his brother Pietro, the most profligate young 
man in the city. Utterly neglected by her husband, and 
being only in her twenty-second year, Eleanora, in a letter 
to the youth Bernardo Antinori, expressed her grief for his 
banishment to Elba for having killed a man in a scuffle. 
The letter was intercepted and sent to the Grand-Duke, 
and the punishment was prompt and terrible. Antinori 
was recalled from Elba and beheaded; and Eleanora, 
paralysed with terror, was summoned to her husband's 
villa of Cafaggiolo. Here he knelt, besought forgiveness 
from Heaven for the crime he was about to commit, swore 
never to wed another, and then murdered her. The medical 
bulletin sent to all foreign courts ascribed the death to heart 



complaint, but the truth was avowed by Francesco in a 
private letter to Philip II. of Spain. 

' If we eliminate the deatlis of Don Garcia, Cardinal Giovanni, Dulte 
Francesco, Bianca Capeilo, and Lucrezia de' Medid as doubtful, tliere 
will still remain the murders of Cardinal Ippolilo, Duke Alessandro, 
LoTGiuino de' Medici, Pietro Bonaventura (Bianca's husband), Pellegtina 
Bentivt^lio (Bianca's daughter), Eleanora di Toledo, Francesco Casi 
(Eleanora's lover), the Duchess of Bracciano, Troilo Orsini (lover of 
this Duchess), Felice Peretti (husband of Vittoria Accoramboni), and 
Vittoria Accoramboni — eleven murders, all occurring between 1535 
and 1585, an exact half-century, in a single princely &mily, and its 
immediate connections. The majority of these crimes — that is to say, 
seven — had their origin in lawless passion. '^ — Symonds's 'Renaissance 
in Italy' 

The old royal villa has been sold for next to nothing by 
the present Government, and the new proprietor has cut 
down all the fine trees which formerly gave it such a charm. 
There was a famous manufactory of pottery at Cafaggiolo. 
Good specimens are now very rare, and fetch enormous 
prices. Afonte Sinario, where there is a monastery, may be 
ascended from hence. 

From the Porta S. Gallo a road leads through the suburb 
of S. Marco Vecchio to Stttignano (about aj miles). Here 
is the Villa Buonarroti, now the property of Signora Teresa 
Buonarroti. At what time this came into the family is un- 
certain, but it is tolerably certain that Michelangelo was 
sent out here as a baby, after Italian custom, to be nursed 
in a family of scarpellini or stone-cutters. 



From the Porta S. Crou {S. Salvi). 

About 1 mile from the gate, on the road to Rovezzano, 
is the Convent of S. Salvi, containing, in its ancient Refec- 
tory, the famous Cenacolo oi Andrea del Sarto. 

' The Cenacolo of Andrea del Sarto takes, I believe, the third rank 
afler those of Leonardo and Raffaelle. He has chosen the selfsame 
moment, "One of you shall betray Me." The figures are, as usual, 
ranged on one side of a long table. Christ, in the centre, holds 



a piece of bread in His hand ; on His left is S. John, and on His rigljt 
S. James Major, bolh seen in profile. The face of S. John expresses 
inlerrogation ; that of S. James interrogation and a start of amazement. 
Nexl to S. James are Fetei, Thomas, Andrew ; then Philip, who has a 
s mall cro ss upon his breast. Afler S.John comes James Minor, Simon, 
Jude, Judas l5cariot,^d Bartholomew. Judas, with his hands folded 
tt^lher, leans iorwifiU, and looks down, with a round mean face, in 
,' I- "J ' ■ which there is no power of any kind, not even of malignity. In passing 
, „ , from the Cenacolo in the S. Onofrio lo that in the Salvi, we feel strrajgly 
^ - all the difference between (he menial and moral superiority of Raffaelle 
' ' ' * at the ^e of twenty and the artistic greatness of Andrea in the maturity 
of his age and talent. This fresco deserves its high celebrity. It is im- 
possible to look on it without admiration, considered as a work of art. 
The variety of the altitudes, the iiispositioD of the limbs beneath the 
table, the ample, tasteful draperies, deserve the highest praise ; but the 
heads are deficient in characlei and elevation, and the whole composi- 
tion wants that solemnity of feeling proper to the subject.'— ^/nmeiixi'i 
'SaeredArt.' 

It is by the Porta S. Croce that the traveller must leave 
Florence for the monasteries of the Casentino, if he begins 
his excursion by driving to Pelago (see ch. vJl). 



From the Porta S. Miniato (5 Miniato in Monte). 

This gate is situated close under the hill of Oltr" Arao, 
and an avenue of cypresses leads in a few minutes up Ihe 
steep ascent to the church. On the right of the way a 
shrine with a picture commemorates a touching incident in 
the life of S. Giovanni Gualberto, founder of the Vallom- 
brosans. 

' Giovanni Gualberto was bom at Florence, of rich and noble lineage. 
When he was still a young man, his only brother, Hugo, whom he loved 
exceedingly, was murdered by a gentleman with whom he had a quarrel. 
Gualberto, whose grief and fury were stimulated by the rage of his 
father and the tears of his mother, set forth in pursuit of the assassin, 
vowing a prompt and terrible vengeance. 

' It happened that, when reluming from Florence to the country- 
house of his father on the evening of Good Friday, he look his way 
over the steep, narrow, winding road which leads from the city gale to 
the church of San Minialo-del- Monte. About half-way up the hill, 
where the road tunis to the right, he suddenly came upon his enemy. 



5. SALVATORB AL MONTE. 207 

alone and unarmed. Al the sight of Ihe assassin of his brother, thus, 
as it were, given into his hand, (Jualberto drew his sword. The 
nuserable wietch, seeing no means of escape, fell upon his knees and 
entreated mercy ; extending liis arms in the form of a cross, he adjured 
him by the remembrance of Christ, who had suffered on that day, to 
spare his life. Gualberto, struck by a sudden compunction, remembering 
Ihat Christ when on the cross had prayed for His murderers, stayed his 
uplifted sword, trembling from head to foot ; and afler a moment of 
terrible conflict with his own heart, and a prayer for Divine support, he 
held out his hand, raised the suppliant from the ground, and embraced 
him in token of foi^veness. Thus they parted ; and Gualberto, pro- 
ceeding on his way in a sad and sorrowful mood, every pulse throbbing 
with the sudden revulsion of feeling, and thinking on the crime which 
he had been on the point of committing, arrived at the church of San 
Miniato, and entering, knell down before (he crucifix over the altar. 
His rage had given vfay (o tears, his heart melted within him ; and as 
he wept before the image of the Saviour, and supplicated mercy because 
he had shown mercy, he fancied that, in gracious reply to his prayer, 
the figure bowed its head. This miracle, for such he deemed it, 
completed the revolution which had taken place in his whole character 
and state of being. From that moment the world and all its vanities 
became hateful to him, he felt like one who had been saved upon the 
edge of a precipice ; he entered the Benedictine order, and look up his 
residence in the monastery of San Miniato. Here he dwell for some 
time a humble penitent ; all earthly ambition quenched at once with the 
spirit of revenge. On the death of the abbot of San Miniato he was 
elected to succeed him, but no persuasions could indiK^e him to accept 
of (he office. He left the convent, and retired to the solitude of Vallom- 
brosa.'— Jameson's 'Sacred Art.' 

The cypress avenue ends in the Church of S. Salvatore 
al Monte, built by Cronaca in 1504. Its position is beau- 
tiful, and so delighted Michelangelo that he used to call it 
'La BeDa Villanella.' A wide piazza with terraces, which 
has been opened beneath this church, is decorated in honour 
of Michelangelo with copies from several of his statues. Its 
view over the city and the gardens with which it is em- 
bnaidered is one of the noblest in Italy. 

'The view from San Miniato is best seen towards sunset. From an 
eminence, studded by noble cypresses, the Amo meets the eye, reflect' 
ing in its tranquil bosom a succession of terraces and bridges, edged by 
mposing streets and palaces, above which are seen the stately cathe- 
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allilude, crown the disiam parts of the city and the banlis of the river, 
which at length— its sinuous stream bathed in liquid gold — is lost sight 
of amidst the rich carpel of a vast and luxuriant plain, bounded by 
lofty Apennines, Directly opposite to the eye rises the classical height 
of Fiesole, its sides covered with intermingled rocks and woods, from 
amidst which sparkle innumerable villages and villas.'—;/. S. Harfiir//. 

To the right are some of the fortifications which Michel- 
angelo raised in 1529, and which in a certain sense may be 
regarded as his greatest work, for they enabled Florence to 
stand 'a spectacle to heaven and earth, the one spot of all 
Italian ground which defied the united powers of Pope and 
Ciesar.* 

Within these fortifications (the gate is opened by a 
custode — two soldi) is the beautiful Church of S. Miniaio, 
founded in honour of the Florentine martyr who suffered on 
that spot under Decius in the third century. 

' Who that remembers Florence does not remember well the San 
Miniito in Monte, lowering on its lofty eminence above the city, and 
visible along the Lung' Amo from the Ponte alle Grazie to the Ponle 
alia Carraja? — and the enchanting views of the valley of the Amo as 
seen from the marble steps of the ancient church ? — and the old dis- 
mantled fortress defended by Michelangelo against the Medici ? — and 
the long avenue of cypresses and the declivities robed in vineyards and 
olive-grounds between the gate of San Miniato and (he lofty he^hts 

'According to the Florentine legend, S. Minias or Miniaio was an 
Armenian prince serving in the Roman army under Decius. Being de- 
nounced as a Christian, he was brought before the emperor, who was 
then encamped upon a hill outside the gates of Florence, and who or- 
dered him to be thrown to ihe beasts in the Amphitheatre. A panther 
was let loose upon him, but when he called upon our Lord he was 
delivered ; he then suffered the usual torments, being cast into a boiling 
caldron, and afterwards suspended to a gallows, stoned, and shot with 
javelins ; but in his agony an angel descended to comfort him, and 
clothed him in a garment of light ; finally he was beheaded. His 
martyrdom is placed in Ihe year z$^'—James<m's 'Sacred Art.' 

The fa9ade of the church is very like that of S, Maria 
Novella, The Interior, as well as its surrounding platforms, 
is now used as a kind of Campo-Santo for Florence. The 
side-walls are covered with ancient frescoes of saints. The 
roof is of wood. In the apse is a Greek mosaic, representing 
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Our Saviour, with the Virgin and S. John on one side, and 
on the other S. Miniato, wearing a regal crown and mantle 
and holding the Greek cross. In front of the lofty raised 
choir is the picturesque chapel built in 1448 by MUkelozzo 
for Piero de' Medici. The pictures it contains are attributed 
to Spinello Aretino, and here the miraculous crucifix of S. 
Giovanni Gualberto was formerly preserved. Above the 
steps of the choir are an exquisitely wrought marble screen 
and pulpit. The door on the right leads to the sacristy, 
built 1387, by Nerozzo iegli Alberii, and decorated with 
frescoes of the story of S. Benedict, by Spinello Aretino. 

' La figure principale n'^tant pas distingu^ des autres par le 
costume, il a fatlu fiiiie ressoilii BUtrement sa superiority. Spinello 
^lait 1^ dans son ^Uemenl, el nul n'a jamais revEtu saint Benott de 
taut de majesty, soil dans faction, soil dam le repos. 11 a su !ui 
conserver cette majesty jusque dans la mort, comme on peut le voir dans 
la fresque oil il est tepijsenl^ couch^ sur son lit fimibre. . . . Ce groupe 
de moines r^tant I'office funibre devant ce coips roidi n'est pas 
moins admiiabte sous le rappoit de I'ordonmuice que sous celui de 
I'expression k la fois intense et contenue. . . . II y a un compartiment, 
le plus mal ^laii^ de tous, dans lequel Spinello semble avoir'voulu 
rivaliser avec Giottino pour la suavit^ de I'expression : c'est celui oil 
Ton voit saint Maure et saint Piacide remis par leurs patents enlre 
les mains de s^Qt Benoll. '— ^k>, 'L'Art Chrltiat.' 

At the end of the nave on the left is a chapel built by 
Antonio Rossellino for Cardinal Jacopo of Portugal, with his 
tomb, of 1427. That the character of this young man 
was as angelic as his face we learn lirom the biographer 
Vespasiano.^ 

' Among his other admirable virtues, Messer Jacopo di Portogallo 
determined to preserve his virginity, though he was beautiful above all 
others of his age. ... In this mortal flesh he lived as though he had 
been free lirom it — the life, we may say, rather of an angel than a man. 
And if his biography were written from his childhood to his death, it 
would be not only an ensample but confusion to the world. Upon his 
monument (he head was modelled from his own, and the &ce is very 
like him, for he was most lovely in his person, but still more in his 

'At the head and foot of the sarcophagus, upon which lies the 
1 Vittdi Uimitii lUusM. 
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marble figure of the young caidinal, aie moaniing genii, and upon 
either end of the highly onuunented entablature two kneeling ai^Is, 
holding in their hands die crown of virginity and the palm of victory. 
Heavy looped curtains (the only faulty feature in this exquisite monu- 
ment) fall litom the top of the arch above it on either side of a roundel, 
in which is a most lovely Madonna and Child in alto-relief. 

'Cardinal James, of the royal house of Portugal, who Ues here, 
having lived from his earliest years with peculiar sanctity, as befitted 
one who was intended to become a priest, was sent to Perugia at the 
age of nineteen to study canon law. Though only twenty-six at the time 
of his death, he had received a cardinal's hat from Pope Calixtus III., 
and been appointed ambassador from the Florentine Republic to the 
court of Spain. He was of a most amiable nature, a pattern of humility, 
and an abundant fountain of good, through God, to the poor ; discreet 
in providing for his servants, modest in ordering his household, an enemy 
of pomp and superfluity, keeping that middle way in everything which 
is the way of the blessed. He lived in the flesh, as if he was free from 
it, rather the life of an angel than a man, and his death was boly ss 
his life had been." — Perking s 'Tutcait Sculphrs.' 

Near the church is the old Palaa of the Mozzi family, 
built in 1 294. All around are graves. The view is glorious, 
especially at sunset 

■ Let us suppose that the Spirit of a Florentine citizen (whose eyes 
were closed in the lime of Columbus} has been permitted to revisit the 
glimpses of the golden morning, and is standing once more on the 
famous hill of San Miniato. ... It is not only the mountains and the 
weslward'bending river that he reo^nises } not only the dark sides of 
Mount Morello opposite to him, and the long valley of the Arno that 
seems to stretch its grey low-tufted luxuriance to the far-off ridges of 
Carrara ; and the steep height of Fiesole, with its crown of monastic 
walls and cypresses ; and all the green and grey slopes sprinkled with 
villas which he can name as he looks at them. He sees other familiai 
objects much closer to his daily walks. For thoi^h he misses the 
seventy or mote towers that once surrounded the walls and encircled 
the city as with a regal diadem, his eyes will not dwell on that blank ; 
they are drawn irresistibly to the unique tower, springing, like a tall 
flower-stem towards the sun, from the square turreted mass of the Old 
Palace in (he very heart of the city — the tower that looks none the worse 
for the four centuries that have passed since he used to walk under it 
The great dome, too, greatest in the world, which, in his early boyhood, 
bad been only a daring thought in the mind of a small, quick-eyed man 
— there it raises its large curves still, eclipsing the hills. And the well- 
1 VoiHUliuia Bicticcr, VUt di Uomhd lUmtri dtt Sttslt xb. 



LB COLLB. 211 

known bell towers — Giotto's with its distant hint of rich colour, and 
the graceful spired BadJa, and the rest — he looked at them all from the 
shoulder of his nurse. 

' " Surely," he thinks, " Florence can still ring her bells with the 
solemn hantmer-sound timt used to beat on the hearts of her citiixns 
and strike out the fire there. And here, on the right, stands the long 
dark mass of Santa Croce, where we buried our femous dead, laying the 
laurel on their cold brows, and fanning them with the bieath of praise 
and of banners. But Santa Croce had no spire then : we Florentines 
were too full of great building projects to cair; them all out |( stone and 
marble ; we had our frescoes and out shrines to pay for, not to speak 
of rapacious condottieri, bribed royalty, and purchased territories, and 
our facades and spires must needs wait. But what architect can the 
Frati Minori have employed to build that spire for them? If it 
had been built in my day, Filippo Brunelleschi oi Michelozzo would 
have devised something of another &shion than that — somethii^ worthy 
to crown the church of Arnolfo. " .... It is easier and pleasanter to 
recognise the old than to account for the new. And there flows Arno, 
with its bridges just where they used to be — the Ponte Vecchio, least 
like other bridges in the world, laden with the same quaint shops, where 
our Spirit remembers lingering a little, on his way perhaps to look at 
(he prepress of that great palace which Messer Lnca Pitti had set 
a-building with huge stones got from the hill of Bogoli close behind.' 
— Gtorgt ElU>i, 'Romola.' 

S. Miniato may be approached from the Porta Romana 
by the enchanting drive of i> CoUe, which winds with ever- 
varying views. 

' Monti superbi, la cui fronte Alpina 

Fa di se conlro i venti a^ine e sponda I 
Valli beate, per cui d' onda in onda 
L'Amo con passo ugnoril cammina 1 ' 



From the Porta Romana — Poggio Tmperiah ; the Certosa ej 
tfu Vol 4' Emo and the Sanctuary of the Madonna del 
Impruneta; Bellosguardo. 

A carriage to the Impruneta costs about lo fts. 

Close to the gate is the entrance of the fine cypress 
avenue of the P^gio Imperiak, leading to a palace built 
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for the Grand-Duchess Maddalena of Austria, wife of the 
Grand-Duke Cosimo II. It is now given up to the Con- 
servatorio della SS. Annuftziata, for the benefit of young 
women of the better classes. 

' Ce palais - fut auCreTois la villa Baroncelli. On rapporte qu'iiii 
membre de cette ancieiine famille, Thomas BaiOQCelti, fort d^ou^ it 
Come I", ^tant all^ de sa villa k la rencontre de son maltie lorsqu'il 
revenait dj Rome, fut si ravi de le revoir avec le litre de grand-due que 
lui avait accord^ le pape Pie V., qu'il ea mourut de joie : enlhousiasme 
de I'esprit de servilude, qui doit sembter aujoutdliui Uen ^traoge 1 ' — 
VaUry. 

Behind the palace rises the hill of Arcetri, celebrated 
for its sweet wine called La Verdea : — 

' Altti beva il Falemo, altri la Tolfe, 
Altii il sangue che lacrima il Vesuvio ; 
Un gentil bevitor mai non s' ingolfa 
In quel fumoso e fervido diluvio. 
O^ vogl' io che regni entio a' miei velri 
La Verdta soavissima d' Arcetri. '^A'«A'. 

Here, amid the vineyards, but not far from the road, is 
the Torre del Gallo, which is believed to have been the 
observatory of Galileo, where he studied the moon. 

' The moon whose orb 
Through optic glass the Tuscan atlist views 
At evening from the top of Fiesole, 
Or in Valdamo, to descry new lands, 
Rivers, or mountdns in her spotty globe. ' — Milton. 

' He took me up to the Star Tower of Galileo amongst the winding 
paths of the hills, with the grey walls overtopped by white fruit blos- 
soms, and ever and ^ain, at some break in their ramparts of stone, the 
gleam of the yellow Arno water, or the glisten of the marbles of the 
city shining on us far beneath, thiough the silver; veil of the olive- 

■ It was just in that loveliest moment when winter melts into spring. 
Eveiywhere under the vines the young com was springing in that tender 
vivid greenness that is never seen twice in a year. The sods between 
the furrows were scarlet with the bright flame of wild tulips, with here 
and there a fleck of gold where a knot of daffodils nodded. The roots 
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of the olives were blue with nestling pimpernels and hyacinths, and along 
the old gtsj walls the long, soft, thick leaf of the amms grew, shading 
(heir yet unborn lilies. 

' The air was fiill of a dreamy fragrance ; the bullocks went on their 
slow way with flowers in their leathern frontlets ; the contadini had 
flowers stuck behind their ears or in their waistbands ; women sat by 
the wayside, singing as they plaited their yellow curling lengths of straw ; 
children frisked and tumbled like young rabbits under the budding 
maples ; the plum-trees strewed the green landscape with flashes of 
white like newly (alien snow on Alpine grass slopes ; again and again 
amongst the tender pallor of the olive woods there rose the beautiful 
flush of a rosy almond-tree ; at every step the passer-l^ trod ankle-deep 

'About the foot of the Tower of Galileo ivy and vervain, and the 
Madonna's herb, and the white hexagons of the stars of Bethlehem 
grew amongst the grasses ; pigeons paced to and fro with pretty pride 
of plumage ; a dt^ slept on the flags ; the cool, moist, deep-vebed 
creepers climbed about the stones ; there were peach-trees in all the 
beauty of their blossoms, and everywhere about them were close-set 
olive-trees, with the ground between them scarlet with the tulips and 
the wild rose bushes. 

' From a window a girl leaned out and hung a cage amongst the ivy- 
leaves, that her bird might sing his vespers to the sun. 
' Who will may see the scene to-day. 

' The world has spoiled most of its places of pilgrimage, but the old 
Star Tower is not harmed as yet, where it stands amongst its quiet 
garden-ways and grass-grown slopes, up high amongst the hills, with 
sounds of dripping water on its court, and wild wood-flowers thrusting 
their bright heads through its stones. It is as peaceful, as simple, as 
homely, as closely girt with blossoming boughs and with tulip-crimsoned 
grasses now as then, when, from its roof in the still midnight of far-off 
time, its master read the secrets of the stars.' — Patcartl. 
' Nearer we hail 
Thy sunny slope, Arcetri, sung of old 
For its green vine ; dearer to me, to most. 
As dwelt on by that great astronomer. 
Seven years a prisoner at the city-gale. 
Let in but in Ms grave-clothes. Sacred be 
His villa (justly it was called the Gem) I ' 
Sacred the lawn, where many a cypress threw 
Its lei^th of shadow, while he watched the stars I 
Sacred the vineyard, where, while yet his sight 
Glimmered, at blush of mom he dressed his vines, 
Chanting aloud in gaiety of heart 

' II Gi^^dio. _^ 
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Smne verae <^ Ariosto I — There, unseeD,* 

Gazing with reveient awe — Milton his guest. 

Just then come foith, all life and eateipiise ; 

He in his old age and extremitj 

Blind, at noonday exploring with his staff; 

His eyes upturned as to the golden sun. 

His eyehsils idly toUii^. Little then 

Did Galileo think whom he received : 

That in his hand he held the hand of one 

Who could requite him — who would spread his name 

O'er lands and seas — great as himself, nay greater ; 

Milton as little that in him he saw. 

As in B glass, what he himself should be. 

Destined so soon to Ml on evil days 

And evil tongues — so soon, alas 1 to live 

In darkness, and with dangers compassed round, 

And sohtude.' — Rogtrt' 'Italy? 

' It is difficult 10 conceive what Galileo must have felt, when, having 
constructed bis telescope, he turned it to the heavens, and saw the 
mountains and valleys in the moon. — Then the moon was another 
earth ; the earth another planet ; and all were subject to [he same laws. 
What an evidence of the simplicity and the magnilicence of nature I 

' But at length he turned it again, still directing it upward, and 
again he was lost : for he was now among the fixed stars ; and if not 
magnified as he expected them to be, they were multiplied beyond 
measure. 

* What a moment of exultation for such a mind as his I But as yst 
it was only the dawn of day that was coming ; nor was he destined to 
live till that day was in its splendour. The great law of gravitation 
was not yet to be made known : and how little did he think, as he held 
the instrument in his hand, that we should travel by it as far as we have 
done; thai its revelations would ere long be so glorious l'—5ir_/cAn 
mricAtl. 

Close to the Porta Romana is the PotUry of the FratelU 
Canlagalli, in which a manufactory of artistic maioliche — 
decorative and useful — has recently been established The 
proprietors have aimed at reviving the decorative taste which 
inspired artists of the sixteenth century in the famous pot- 
teries of Cafa^iolo, Urbino, Pesaro, and Gubbio. All the 
artists employed have been taught by the study not only 

1 Milton went U Italy in . ,., ... 

■'"-^ '* ' '- '*-- Arcetri by bd 
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of the ancient maioliche in the different Italian museums, 
but of the fifteenth and sixteenth century lirescoes. It is 
thus sought to give the manufacture an exclusively Italian 
character. 

A road which turns to the right at the Pian dei Giullari 
leads to S. Margherita a Montici, with fine views. 

About 2} miles from the Porta Romana, by the direct 
road beyond the village of Galuzzo, is the Certosa of the 
Val (f Emo. The position is beautiful, with lovely views, 
and the convent crowning a cypress-covered hill is very 
picturesque The Certosa was founded in 1341 by NiccolE) 
Acciajuolo, Grand Seneschal to Queen Joanna of Naples, 
and its fortifications were especially granted by the Republic. 
In 1875 there were nineteen monks here. 

The principal Church is excessively rich ; decorated with 
frescoes, marbles, and pUlradura. The pictures relating 
to the life of S. Bruno are by Pocctlii. To the right, through 
the chapel of S. John Baptist, which has a good picture by 
Benvenuti, we enter a beautiful Gothic church of 1300, of 
which the architecture is attributed to Orcagna. It contains 
some good Florentine stained glass ; a picture of S. Francis 
receiving the Stigmata by Cigoli ; a Crucifixion by Giotto; 
and a picture by Fra AngdUo. 

In the Ciypt, before the high-altar, are the noble tombs 
of the founder and his family. 

' Whether Andrea Orcagna built the Certosa near Florence is un- 
certain ; but Che monuments of its founder, Niccolb Acciajuolo, and his 
fiuniiy, which exist in its subterraneao church, belong to his time, and 
were perhips executed by some of his scholai^ The tomb of Niccol6 
(Grand Seneschal of the Kingdom of Naples under Queen Joanna I., 
ob. 1366) consists of his recumbent statue, clad in annour placed high 
against the wall, beneath a rich Gothic canopy. His son, L^orenzo, 
upon whose funeral obsequies he spent more than 50,000 gold florins, 
lies below under a marble slab, upon which is sculptured the e^y of 
this "youth of a most lovely countenance, cavalier and great bacon, 
tried in arms, and eminent for his graceful manners and his gracious 
and noble aspect." Next him lie his gcand&ther and bis sister Lapa.' 
—Ptr tins' s 'Tuscan Sculptors ' 

'The general design of Niccol6's tomb is very peculiar, Gothic 
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certainly, but almost tran^tional to the Cinquecento. NiccolJ), th« 
Grand Seneschal, founder of the convent, was a noble chatacter. The 
family, or^nally from Brescia, and named after the trade they rose by, 
attained sovereignly in the person of Raoier, nephew of the Seneschal, 
styled Duke of Athens and Lord of Thebes and A^os and Spatta. 
He was succeeded by his bastard son Antony, and the latter by two 
nephews, whom he invited from Florence, Ruiion, and Antony Acda- 
juoli ; the son of the latter, Francesco, finally yielded Athens to 
Mahomet II. in 1456, and was soon afterwards strangled by his orders 
at Thebes.'— LinJiay'r 'CHrisliaa An.' 

In a side chapel of the crypt is the tomb of Angelo 
Acciajuolo, Bishop of Ostia, 1550, by Donatello, with a 
border of fniit and flowers by Giuliano di San Gallo. A 
small cloister has some lovely stained glass by Giovanni 
da Udine. The chapter-house contains a Crucifixion by 
Mariotto Albtrtimlli ; a Madonna and Child with Saints by 
Perugino ; and in the middle of the pavement, the noble 
tomb of Lionardo Bonafede, Bishop of Cortona, and 
Superior of this convent {ob. 1545), by Francesco di San 
GaUo, son of Giuliano. 

' It is very carefully modelled ; the flesh parts are well treated, and 
the drapery is disposed in natural folds. It has almost the effect of a 
corpse laid out for burial before the altar, and produces a striking effect.' 

Two and a half miles farther, by a long but easy ascent, 
beautifully situated amid the olive-clad hills, is the famous 
shrine of La Madonna delC Impruneta, one of the most 
Important places of pilgrimage in Tuscany. The church 
was built in 1593 by Francesco Buondelmonti, and adorned 
in the seventeenth century by the Confratemitk of the 
Stigmata of S. Francesco with its handsome Done atnum. 
Here is preserved the famous image attributed to S. Luke 
the Evangelist, but which the learned Dr. Lami says was the 
work of one Luca in the eleventh century, who, on account 
of his piety, was called saint, whence the tradition. It is 
said to have been found by a workman, buried in the soil of 
Impruneta, and to have uttered a cry as the spade strack it 
On all great occasions of danger, pestilence, or famine this 
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Madonna has been carried in state by a barefooted proces- 
sion to Florence, but even then has always been veiled — 
'The Hidden Mother,' Over the high-altar is a crucifix by 
Gitwanni da Bologna; and in the Sacristy a curious Madonna 
and Saints of the School of Giotto. In the nave are pic- 
tures by Jacopo da Empoli, Passignano, and CigoU. The 
church is backed by the Poggio S. Maria, and occupies one 
side of an immense piazia, decorated with loggias of 1663- 
1670, Here on S. Luke's Day, October 18, is held the 



Fair of the Imprumta, for horses, mules, &c., frequented 
by all the country round, and a most picturesque sight. 
The piazza is the subject of a picture by Callot. 

We must turn to the right from the PorU Romana to 
ascend the hill of Bellosguardo, for the sake of the view. 

' From Tuscan Bellosguaido, 
Where Galileo slood at nights lo take 

The vision of the stars, we have found it hard, 
Gaiing upon the earth and heavens, to make 

A choice of beauty. '—£, £ar««-Jnjw«(>(f. _^ 



At the foot of the hill is the Church ef SS. Franasco di 
Paolo, containing the noble tomb of Benozzo Fedeiight, 
Bishop of Fiesole, ob. 1455. by Luca deiia Robbia. 

' The admirably truthful figure of the dead Ushop, dad in his epis- 
copal lobes, is laid upon a sarcophagus within a square recess, whose 
architrave and side-posts are decorated with enamelled tiles, painted 
with flowers and fhiits coloured after nature. At the back of the recess, 
filling up the space above the sarcophagus, are three half-figores, <ii 
Christ, the Madonna, and S. John ; all the faces are expressive, and 
that of the Saviour is especially fine, and full of moumful dignity. 
Around the top of the sarcophagus runs a rich cornice, below which 
are sculptured two flying angels, bearing between them a garland, con- 
taining an inscription setting forth the name and titles of the deceased. ' 
—Ptrtinfs ' Ttiscan Scuiflert.' 

'Above is a half-length figure of Christ rising firom the tomb with 
the Virgin and S. John on either side, and the whole is framed by a frieie 
of enamelled tiles, on which bouquets of lilies and roses, mingled with 
clusters of pears and medlars and fir-cones, are painted on a flat surface. 
" Cosa maravigliosa e raiissima 1 " exclaims Vasari, who says with truth 
that the hues of both fruit and flowers are as natural and brilliant as if 
they had been painted in <i\]s.'—Brit. Quart. Rev., Oct 1885. 

' Ce monument est an des plus beaux chefe-d'o^vre de la sculpture 
s^pulcrale du XV* siMe, et Ton comprend qu'AveruUno, 1'6:rivain 
didactique le plus accrWitrf de cette ipoque, ail plac^ son auteur sur la 
m£me Ugne que Donatello.' — Rio. 

Most lovely is the view from the summit of the hilL 

' I found a house, at Florence, on the hill 
Of Bello^uardo. 'Tis a tower that keeps 
A post of double observation o'er 
The valley of the Amo (holding as a hand 
The outspread city) straight toward Fiesole 
And Mount Mor^o and the setting sun, — 
The Vallombrosan mountains (o the right. 
Which sunrise fills as full as ciystal cups 
Wine-filled, and red to the brim because it's red. 
No sun could die, nor yet be born, unseen 
By dweUers at my villa ; mom and eve 
Were magnified before us in the pure 
Illimitable space and pause of sky. 
Intense as angeb' garments blanched with God, 
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Less blue than I'adiant. From the outer wall 

Of the garden, dropped the mystic floating grey 

Of olive-trees (with inteimptiona gieen 

From maize and vine) until 'twas caught and torn 

Oq that abrupt black line of cypresses 

Which signed the way to Florence. Beautiful 

The city lay along the ample vale. 

Cathedral, tower and palace, piazza and street ; 

Tlie river trailing like a silver cord 

Through all, and curling loosely, both before 

And after, over the whole stretch of land 

Sown whitely up and down its opposite slopes 

With fiinns and villas.' 

£. Barrett-Browning, 'Aurora Leigh.' 

The scenery of the hills behind Bellosguaido is that of 
Monte Bent, so beautifully described by Hawthorne- 

' The Umbrian valley opens before us, set in its grand framework of 
nearer and more distant hills. It seems as if all Ilaly lay under our eyes 
in this one picture. For there is the broad, sunny smile of God, which 
we fancy to be spread over this favoured land more abimdantly than on 
other regions, and beneath it glows a most rich and varied fertilily. 
The trim vineyards are there, and the Gg-trees, and the mulberries, and 
the smoky-hued tracts of the oUve-orchards ; there, too, are helds of 
every kind of grain, among which waves the Indian-corn. White villas, 
grey convents, church spires, villages, towns, each with its battlemented 
walls and towered gateway, are scattered upon this spacious map ; a 
riven gleams across it ; and the lakes open their blue eyes in its face, 
reflecting heaven, lesl mortals should forget that belter land, when 
they behold the earth so beautiful. 

' What makes the valley look still wider is the two or three varieties 
of weather oiten visible on its surface, all at the same instant of time. 
Here lies the quiet sunshine ; there fall (he great patches of ominous 
shadow from the clouds ; and behind them, like a giant of league-long 
strides, comes hurrying the thunderstorm, which has already swept 
midway across the plain. In the rear of the approaching tempest 
1»igh(ens forth again the sutroy splendour, which its prc^ess has dark- 
ened with so terrible a form. 

'All around this majestic landscape, the bald-peaked or forest- 
crowned mountains descend boldly upon the plain. On many of their 
spurs and midway declivities, and even on their summits, stand cities, 
some of them famous of old ; for these have been the seats and nurseries 
of early Art, where the flower of Beauty has sprung out of a rocky soil, 
and in a high, keen atmosphere, when the richest and most sheltered 
gardens failed to nourish it' — 'Transformalitm.' 
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On a spur of the hill to the north of the wooded height 
of Bello^uardo is the Convent of Monte Olmeto, containing 
in its Refectory an Annunciation of Domenico Ghirlandajo. 
Hence one may descend to the iron bridge which leads to 
the cascine. 



From the Porta S. Frediano {La Badta di Setttmo, Signa, 
Mal?nanH!e, Artemino). 

This side of Florence is less well knovn than the others, 
but by no means less interesting. The road runs through 
an exquisitely rich and fertile valley, and there is a tramway 
by which Lastra a Signa may be reached in one hour from 
the Piazza Castello at Florence (fare — ist cl. 70 c, and cl. 
50 c). On the right of the valley is a beautiful chain of 
mountains, of which the principal is Monte Morello, which 
serves as a weather-gauge to the whole countryside, accord- 
ing to the old proverb : 

' Quando monte Morello ha il cappello, 
Villan, prendi il mantello.' 

Four and a half miles from Florence, half-a-mile to 
the right of the road, near the village of S. Colombano, 
is the old Convtnl of La Badta di Setttmo, now a villa. 
Founded by a Conte di Borgomuro, about 984, it has most 
noble machicolated walls and a fine old gateway, the front 
of which is decorated with a figure of Christ throned 
between two saints, one of the largest works of terra-cotta 
in Tuscany — built, not let into the wall. The beautiful cam- 
panile, after the model of S. Niccolb at Pisa, was built by 
Niccolb Piaano. In the church are a Robbia frieze and a 
rich altar of pietra-dura. Some pictures by Verocchio and 
Ghiriandajo were removed to the Uffizi in 1884. In Lent, 
1067, 8000 persons collected here to witness the trial by 
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fire, in which the Yallombrosan monk, Fietro Aldobrandini 
(afterwards canonised as S. Pietro Igneo), walked barefooted, 
unhurt, through a furnace, to prove an accusation of simony 
brought by S. Giovanni Gualberto against Pietro di Pavia, 
Bishop of Florence. 

On the left of the road are the great villa of CastelPucci, 
now a lunatic asylum, and the charming old Villa of Cos- 
tagnolo, which was once the property of the Arte della Lana, 
but in I3I0 was bought by a Della Stufa, who belonged 
to the Arte della Tela. Of this family were the Beato 



Girolamo of the Minori Osservanti di S. Francesco, and 

the Beato Lottaringo, one of the seven founders of the S. 
Annunziata. Many points on the hills behind Castagnolo 
are full of picturesque interest. Artists will draw the 
wide-spreading portico and lovely view of S. Martino dtlle 
Palme. 

Half-a-mile farther is the interesting old town of Lastra 
a Signa, preserving intact its machicolated medieval wails 
and its three gateways. It contains many picturesque archi- 
tectural fragments, especially a vaulted and frescoed loggia, 
very rich in colour, above which is the modern theatre. 
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Signa is well worth a visit by those who stay long in 
Florence, and may be reached by railway. Its population 
is entirely employed in the plaiting of sttaw hats — cappeUidi 
paglia. 

■ The hilU lie quiet and know no change ; the winds wander amongst 
the white arbuCos-bells and shake the odours Irom the clustering herlis ; 
the stone-pines scent the stonn s the plain outspreads its golden glory 
to the morning light ; the sweet chimes ring ; the days glide on ; (he 
splendours of the sunset bum across the sky, and make the mountains 
as the jewelled thrones of the gods. Signa, hoai; and old, stands there 
unchanged — Signa is wise. She lets this world go by, and sleeps.' — 
'Signa: 



Two and a half miles from Signa, by a steep ascent (a 
carri^e from the station to go and r&tum costs 8 francs), is 
the curious fortified village of Malmantik. The road thither, 
beneath the old convent of S. Lucia, through a mountain 
gorge, is lovely, and the place itself, on the wild hill-top, is 
very curious, being so strongly fortified, yet so sraalL It 
long resisted a st^e by the Florentines, which is the subject 
of the curious poems ' L' Assedio ' and ' La Scacciata di 
Malmantile,' written by Lippo Lippi early in the seven- 
teenth centui;. The walls now enclose only a single street 
of cottages. 



ARTEMINO, LB SELVB. 213 

The lovely effects of the morning mist in this enchanting 
district are described by Oiiida : — 

'There had been heavy rains at night, and there was, when the 
sun rose, everywhere, that white f(^ of the Valdamo coontiy which is 
like a silvery cloud hangii^ over all the earth. It spreads everywhere 
and blends ti^ther land and sky; but it has breaks of exquisite 
transparencies, through which the gold of the sunbeams shines, and 
the rose of the dawn blushes, and the summits of the hills gleam here 
and there with a white monastery, or a mountain belfry, or a cluster of 
cypresses seen through it, hung in the air as it were, and framed like 
pictures in the silvery mist. 

' It is no noxious steam rising bom the rivers and the rains ; no gr^ 
and oppressive obliteration of the face of the world like the fc^ of the 
north ; no we^ht on the lungs and blindness to the eyes ; no burden 
of leaden damp lying heavy on the soil and on the spirit ; no wall built 
up between the sun and man ; but a fog that is as beautiful as the full 
moonlight is — nay, more beautiful, for it has beams of warmth, glories ol 
colour, glimpses of landscape such as the moon would coldly kill ; and 
the bells ring, and the sheep bleat, and the birds sing underneath its 
shadow ; and the sun-iays come through it, darted like angels' spears : 
and it has in it all the promise of the morning, and all the sounds of 
the waking day. ' — 'Signa. ' 

Three miles beyond Signa is the delightful Medici villa 
of Ariemino, with lovely views towards Florence. In this 
neighbourhood also, much nearer Signa, is the noble villa 
of Le Sehe, which beloi^ed to Filippo Strozzi, who married 
the famous Clarice, daughter of Fietro de' MedicL After- 
wards the villa belonged to the Salviati. It was from one of 
its beautiful loggias that Galileo discovered the constellation 
of Jupiter, Close by is an old monastery, with the chapel 
where S. Andrea Corsini said his first mass. The lower 
hills are covered with vineyards, producing the wine of 
which Redi sings : — 

' La rugiada di Rubino, 
Che in Valdamo i colli onora, 
Tanto odora, 

Che per lei suo pr^o petde 
La brunetta 
Mamnioletta, 
Qiiando spnnta dal suo verde. ' 
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From the Porta al Prato 
{Poggio a Cajano, Pttraja, Careggt). 

About I mile from this gate is the handsome Villa 
Demidoff, and a mile ferthei is the village of Peretola, where 
pink lilies of the valley may be found in spring. Hence a 
dull road (with a tram from the Piazza S. Maria Novella, a 
branch from that to Prato) to the left leads (about lo mites 
from Florence) to the Villa of Poggio a Cajano, which was 
built by Giuliano di San Gallo for Lorenzo the Magnificent, 
and became one of his favourite retreats. Hither Lorenzo 
came frequently for the sake of his favourite amusement of 
hawking, accompanied by Pulci, who cared little for the 
diversion. 'Za Caccia con Falcone ' describes him as missing, 
and having hidden himself in a wood to make poetry. 

The vault of the great saloon was considered by Vasari 
to be the largest of modem times. It was painted by order 
of Leo X with frescoes by the great masters of the period, 
intended as allegorical of the glories of the Medici, viz : — 

FrancuMgio. The Return of Ciceto iroin Exile — typical of the 
return of Cosimo to Florence. ^ 

Andrta dll Sartt. The Presents sent rom i^ypt to Oesai — typical 
of the presents of the Sultan to Lorenzo. ' A variety and richness 
of episodes like those with which we become liuniliar in the wmtIis of 
Paul Veronese.' ' 

• Ponterme. The Banquet given to Scipio by Syphax — typical of 
the banquet given to Lorenzo by the King of Naples. 

Ponturmo. Titus Flauiinius rejecting the ambassadors of Antiochus 
— typical of Lorenzo annihilaling the plans of Venice in the Diet of 
Cremona. 

The rooms (with little of the original furniture remaining) 
are to be seen in which the Grand-Duke Francesco I. died, 
October 19, 1587, and on the following day his wife, the 
beautiful Bianca Cappello. The story of Bianca is a long 
romance. Daughter of a proud Venetian noble, Bartolom- 
meo Cappello, she eloped with Pietro Bonaventuri, a young 
Florentine, by whom she was already with child, and she 
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was mairied to him at his mother's house in the Piazza 
S. Marco at Florence. Here she attracted the favour of 
Francesco de' Medici, eldest son of Duke Cosimo, and 
he made her his mistress- Bonaventuri was shortly after 
murdered by bravoes in the employment of the Ricci, with 
a daughter of whose house he had intrigued After the 
accession of Francesco to the throne, and the death of his 
duchess, Giovanna of Austria, Bianca was married to the 
Grand-Duke in the Palazzo Vecchio, June 5, 1578, and 
enjoyed her dearly bought honours for eight years, until 
she perished with her husband, under strong suspicions 
of poison, during a visit of the Grand-Duke's brother 
and successor Ferdinando, who had always been the 
bitterest enemy of Bianca. Then Francesco was buried 
with all pomp in the family mausoleum at S. Lorenzo, 
but Bianca, wrapped in a sheet, was thrown into the 
common grave for the poor, under the nave of the same 
church. 

' There, at Cajaoo, 
Where when the hawks were mewed and evening came, 
Puici would set the table in a loar 
With his wild lay — there, where the sun descends. 
And hill and dale are lost, veiled with his beams. 
The fair Venetian died, she and her lord — 
Died of a posset drugged \ff him who sate 
And saw them suffer, flinging back the charge 
The murderer on the murdered.' 

Rogtrs' ^ Italy.' 

The low-lying Park, with its ugly rows of poplars, and 
damp shrubberies and summer-houses on the river Ombrone, 
is greatly admired by the Florentines, but will not be thought 
worth a visit by foreigners, though there is an old proverb 
which says — 



The breed of bufialoes, afterwards so common In Italy, 
was first introduced at Po^o a Cajano by Lorenzo d^ 
Medici. 
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About 4 miles from the Porta al Prato (most easiljr 
reached by tram from S. Maria Novella, or by rail, the station 
of Castello being close by ; an order should be obtained 
from a banker) is the charming Vil/a of Petraja. It was 
bought by F^inando I., and adorned by Buontalenti. 
One tower only remains of the castle of the Brunelleschi, 
its ancient owners, who defended it in 1364 against the 
Pisans under the Condotttere Sir J. Hawkwood, who was 
then fighting against Florence. The gardens, on the 
southern slope of the Apennines, are most lovely. A 
beautiful fountain by Tribolo is surmounted by a Venus 
of Giovanni da Bologna: it is pronounced by Yasari to 
be 'the most beautiful of all fountains.' The loggie are 
adorned with frescoes by // VolUrrano. Here Scipione 
Ammirato, under the eyes of Cosimo and his son Ferdi- 
nando, wrote that history of Florence which procured him 
the name of the New Livy. The gardens have been greatly 
injured since the palace was occupied by Madame Mira- 
fiores, first the mistress and then the wife of King Victor 
Emmanuel. 

In the valley below Petraja is the villa of Castello, which 
was the residence of the Medici before their elevation to 
the sovereignty. It was afterwards enlarged by Ttibolo for 
Cosimo I., who died here of a malignant fever, April i, 
1574. Its beautiful fountain has a group of Hercules and 
Antaeus by Ammanato. 



About i\ miles, either from the Porta al Prato or 
the Porta S. Gallo, is Careggi (Count Boutourlin), the 
most bewitching of all the Medicean villas, built in the most 
lovely situation for Cosimo Pater Patriae by Michdozzi. 
Its gardens are exquisitely beautiful, and its andent rooms 
are full of interesting souvenirs of .Lorenzo de' Medici 
Here every 7th of November the banquet was held which 
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celebrated the birthday of Plato, and here Lorenzo lived 
happy in the cherished society of his especial friends, Pico 
della Mirandola and Politian. Here he watched over the ■ 
education of Marsilio Ficino (who died here in the villa), 
the son of his physician, who was brought up in his house, 
and loved by him as a son, and hence he wrote to him when 
absent — ' Come to see me, dear Marsilio, as quickly as you 
can, and do not forget to bring with you the book of the 
divine Plato upon the sovereign good. There is no effort 
which I do not make to discover the path of true happiness. 
Come, I beg you, and do not forget to bring with you also 
the lyre of Orpheus,' Here also it was that Lorenzo had 
his famous botanical garden. Here Pope Leo X. passed his 
childhood. Here (where on August i, 1464, Cosimo Pater 
Patriae had died) what he called ' the last evening of his 
winter ' came to Lorenzo the Magnificent When forewarned 
by the symptoms of his illness that his end was approaching, 
he felt more strongly than ever his doubts and disquietude 
as to a future state. At the same time he was tilled with 
anxieties as to the future political career of his son Pietro. 
On April 8, 1492, feeling that the supreme moment was 
at hand, he sought courage from his friend Politian, from 
whom he could not bear to be separated, and then, having 
taken the hand of Politian, and having demanded Pico 
deUa Mirandola, he discussed philosophy with him until the 
coming of Savonarola. 

' Lorenzo on that day was more conscious than he had yet been that 
his death was near at hand. He had called his son Pietio to him, had 
given him his parting advice, and had bid Tijm a last farewell. When 
his friends, who were not allowed to be present at that interview, 
returned to the chamber, and had made his son retire, as his presence 
agitated Lorenzo too much, he expressed a wish to see Pico delta 
Mirandola again, who immediately hastened to him. It appeared as 
if the sweet expression of that benevolent and gentle young man bad 
soothed him a little, for he said to him, " I should have died unhappy 
if I had not first been cheered by a sight of thy face." Pico had no 
sooner retired than Savonarola entered, and approached respectfully the 
bed of the dying Lorenzo, who said that there were three sins he wished 
to confess to bim, and for which he asked absolution : the saclcing of 
Volterra ; the money taken from the Manii dellc FanciulU, which haii 
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caused M many deaths ; and the bloodshed after the cmspiracr of the 
PiaizL While saying this he again became agitated, and Savonarola 
tried to calm him, by frequently repeating, "God is good, God is 
merdfdl t " Lorenzo had scarcely le^ oif speaking, when Savonarola 
added, "Three things are required of you." "And what are they, 
father?" replied Locenio. &ivonarola's countenance became grave, 
and, raising the fingers of his right hand, he thus began i " First, it is 
necessary that you should have a full and lively faith in Ibe mercy of 
God." " That I have most fully." " Secondly, it is necessaiy to re- 
store that which you unjustly took away, or enjoin your sons to restore 
it ibr you." This requirement appeared to cause him surprise and 
grief} however, with an effort, he gave his consent byanodofhishead. 
Savonarola then rose up, and while the dying prince shrank with tenor 
upon his bed, the confessor seemed to rise above himself when saying, 
" Lastly, you must restore liberty to the people of Florence." His 
countenance was solemn, his voice almost terrible ; his eyes, as if to 
read the answer, remained fixed intently on those of Lorento, who, 
collecting all the strength that nature had left him, turned his back on 
him scornfully, without uttering a word. And thus Savonarola left 
him without givii^ him absolution ; and the Magnificent, lacerated by 
remorse, soon after breathed his last.' — Pasquait Viilari. (Translation 
by Leonard Homer. ) 
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CHAPTER VII. 
VjiLLOMBROSA AND THE CASBNTINO. 

Tiavellers who visit Vallombiosa alone will do well to diive direct 
from Florence. Vallombrosa may easily be visited in a loi^ summer 
day. Carriages, at fixed and moderate prices, may be obtained from 
Francesco Somigli, Piaim dei Giudici. 

Those who visit Ia Vernia and Camaldoli may take the first train (o 
the station of Pontassieve, and there, from Giuseppe Fabbrini, Locanda 
del Vapore (not from (he veCturini at (he station, whose horses are 
wretched), may engage a Itgnitte at 12 frs., or a carriage for four 
people at 20 frs. a day, lot the excursion. Those who wish to find their 
carriage ready at the station must write beforehand. 

With the carriage it will be best to proceed first (o (he Crxe di 
Savoia at Vallombrosa, going next day (o La Vemia, and sleeping a( 
Bibbiena. Thence one must return as far as Poppi to take the new road 
to Camaldoli. 

La Vemia is (he most remarkable of the monasteries ; then, from its 
Mtoation, Vallombrosa. Camaldoli is chiefly worth while to those who 
are interested in the story of S. Romualda The accommodation at 
Vallombrosa is tolerable and at Camaldoli is good. 

'X'HE picturesque vill^e of Pelago is about 5 miles from 
*■ Pontassieve. Hence a new carriage-road ascends 
through pine woods, which recall Norway or Switzerland, 
to the beautiful meadows, fresh with running streams and 
most brilliant with spring flowers, at the end of which stands 
Vallomiresa {Inn: Croct di Savoia). It would seem as if 
the recollection of this ascent had suggested the lines of 
Milton— 

' So on he fares, and to thert>order comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 
Now nearer, crowns with her enclosure green. 
As with a rural mound, (he champaign bead 
Of a steep wilderness, whose baity sides 
With thicket overgrown, grotesqne and wild, 

"»• .C.ooglc 
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Access denied ; and overhead up grew 

Insuperable height of loftiest shide, 

Cedai, and pine, and fir, and branching palm 

A sylvan scene, and as the ranks ascend 

Shade above shade, a woody iheatre 

Of sUteliest viev/.'—J^roiiite Lail, iv. 131. 

' Here sublime 
The mountains live in holy families, 

.And the slow pine woods ever climb and climb 
Half up their breasts, just stagger as (hey seize 

Some grey crag, drop back with it many a time. 
And stniggle blindly down the precipice. 

O waterfalls 
And forests ! sound and silence I mountains bare 

That leap up peak by peak and catch the palls 
Of purple and silver mist to rend and share 

With one another, at electric calls 
Of life in the sunbeams,. — till we cannot dare 

Fix your shapes, count your number I we must think 
Your beauty and your glory helped to fill 

The cup of Milton's soul so to (he brink, 
He never more was thirsty when God's will 

Had shattered to his sense the last chain-link 
By which he had drawn from Nature's visible 

The fresh well-water. Satisfied by this. 
He sang of Adam's paradise and smiled. 

Remembering Vallombrosa. Therefore is 
The place divine to English man and child. 

And pilgrims leave their soul here in a kiss.' 

£/«. Barr<U-BrowHi»g. 

Originallj' Vallombrosa bore the name of Acqua Bella. 
The convent owes its origin to the penitence of S. Giovaraii 
Gualberto (see S. Miniato), who first lived here in a little hut. 
Other hermits collected around him, and as the numbers 
increased, he found it necessaiy to form the community 
into an order and gave them the rule of S. Benedict, adding 
some additional obligations, especially that of silence. Yet 
the rule was less severe than that of the Camaldolese. Only 
twenty years bad passed from the time of his death, when 
Giovanni Gualberto was canonised, and within the first cen- 
tury of its existence his order possessed fifty abbeys. The 
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abbots of Vallombrosa sate in the Florentine Senate, with 
the title of Counts of Monte Verde and Gualdo, and they 
could arrest, try, and imprison their vassals without refer- 
ence to any other court. The habit of the Vallombrosans 
was light grey, but the late monks wore a black cloak and 
a large hat when abroad. The greatest severity was used 
towards them during the suppression of the rel^ious orders, 



and scurrilous libels upon the past history of Vallombrosa 
were purposely circulated. Yet the records of the Archivio 
show that in old times as many as 329,761 loaves of bread 
were distributed here to the poor in three years (1750-53), 
not inclusive of the hospitalities of the Foresteria, and in 
the same short space of time as many as 4O1300 beech- 
trees were planted on the neighbouring mountains by the 
monks. 
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The buildings of Vallombrosa are inferior in inlerest to 
those of othei sanctuaries, and it owes Its celebrity chiefly 
to its beautiful name and to the allusion of Milton. The 
church is handsome. The vast convent was chiefly built, 
as it now stands, by the Abbot Averardo Nicolini in 1637. 
While the monks remained, strangers were always hospitably 
received here. 

' Vallombrosa ; 
Co^ fii nominata una badia 
Ricca e bella, nfc men religiosa 
E cortese a. cluunque vi veoia. — ' 

Orlanda Furioso, xxii. 36. 

Since the suppression under the Sardinian Government, the 
place has lost many of its characteristic features, and the 
monastic buildings are used as a Pension in the summer. 

All around the former convent are woods, the woods 
which came back to Milton's memory when he wrote : — 

' Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 
In Vallombrosa, where the Etrurian shades. 
High overarch'd, imbowet ' — 

(Ptiradist Lost, I 303) 

and which in the present century have been celebrated in a 
poem by Alphonse de Lamartine. But nowhere has the 
mad destruction of trees in Italy been carried to such an 
excess as at Vallombrosa. An Englishman vainly offered 
to pay the fullest timber price for some of the finest trees 
which adorned the ascent from Pelago if they might be left 
standing in their places ; his offer was refused, and every tree 
of any age or beauty was destroyed. The noble wood on 
the ridge of the hill which sheltered all the young plantations 
has been ruthlessly annihilated in the same way. Away with 
it, cut it down, root it up, is always the cry of an Italian 
official against a fine tree— and all remonstrance is in vain. 
It is worth while to ascend to the Hermitage and Chapel 
of // Paradisino, some way farther up the mountain, for the 
sake of the view. The scagliola decorations in the chapel 
were executed by Henry Hugford, an Englishman, who 
sought a retreat here. 
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A very long ascent from Fontassieve, of ten dreary 
mites, leads to the entrance of tfae Casentino. Neat the 
summit is the miserable village of Consuma, which derives 
its strange name from the death of one Adam, who was 
burnt alive here for having forged false florins of the Re- 
public at the instigation of the counts of Romena. A 
short distance beyond and we look down upon the rich 
valley of the Upper Amo, called // Casentino. Hence we 
first catch sight, in the distance to the left, of the arid 
brown steep of Alvemia, 'the Holy Mountain' of S. 
Francis. The road passes through the village of Borgo 
alia Collina, with a castle which was bestowed by the 
Florentine Republic upon Cristofano Landino, as a re- 
ward for his commentary on Dante ; he is preserved like 
a mummy in the parish church. Descending into the 
valley, we cross the plain of Campaldino, where the Ghi- 
beltine troops of Arezzo were completely routed by the 
Florentine Guelfs, and where their famous warrior-bishop, 
Guglielmo Ubertini, was killed, June 11, 1289. Dante was 
present 

' C'est dms la plaine de Campaldino, aujourd'hui riante el couverte 
de vignes, qu'eut lieu un rude combat entre les guelfes de Florence et 
les fttorisHH gibelins, second^ par lea At^tlns. Dante combattit au 
premier rang de la cavalerie florentine, car il fallait que cet homme, 
dont la vie fut si eomplile, avant d'ftre th^logien, diplomate, poMe, 
elit ivi soldat. II avail alois vingt-quatie ans. Lui-m£me racootait 
cette bataille dans une lettre dont il ne reste que quelques lignes. " A 
la bataille de Campaldino, le paiti gtbelin' fut presque enti^ment mort 
et dffait Je m'y trouvai novice dans les armes ; j'y eus gnuide crainte, 
et, sur la fin, grande all^esse, i cause des diverees chances de la ba- 
taille." II ne faul pas voir dans cette phrase I'aveu d'un manque de 
courage, qui ne pouvait se trouver dans une ime Iremp^e comme celle 
d'Alighieri. La seule ftur qu'il eut, c'est que la bataille ne fflt perdue. 
En effet, les Florentins paiurent d'abord battas ; la cavalerie airline fit 
plier leut infanterie ; mais ce premier avantage de I'enneml le perdit 
en divisant ses forces. 

' A cette courte campagne nous devons peut-ttre un des m(«cea.ux 
les plus admirables et les plus calibres de la Divine Cemidit. Ce Alt 
alors que Danle fit amiti6 avec Bernardino della Polenta, &^ de 
cette Franjoise de Ravenne que le lieu de sa mort a fait appeter i 
tort Franfoise de Rimini On pent noire que I'amiti^ du poite pour 
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le ftire I'a rendu encore plus sensible aux infortunes de U sceur.' — 

Crowning a hill about a mile to the right of the road is 
the town of Poppi, the old capital of the Casentina Its 
castle, something like the Palazzo Vecchio at Florence on 
a small scale, was built by Arnolfo del Cambto, in 1274, for 
Count Simoue, grandson of Count Guido Guerra. It stands 
grandly at the end of the town, girdled by low towers. In 



[d the Castle of Poppi. 



its courtyard is a most picturesque staircase, quite different 
(as will be seen by the annexed woodcut) from that of the 
Bat^ello at Florence, which is wrongly said to have been 
copied from it- In the chapel are frescoes attributed to 
SpineUo Aretino. A chamber is shown as that of ' la buona 
Gualdrada,' mentioned by Dante {Inf. xvi. 37), the beauti- 
ful daughter of Bellincione Berti, who declared to Otho IV., 
when he demanded her name, that she was the daughter of 
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a man who would compel her to embrace him ; upon which 
the maiden herself arose and said, ' No man living shall 
ever embrace me, unless he is my husband.' Dante stayed 
here as the guest of the Contessa BattifoUi. 

About 4 miles beyond Poppi is the pleasant litUe town of 
Biibiena {Inn : Locanda di Fr. Amorosi), which contains a 
fine work of one of the Robbias, in the Church of S. Lorenzo. 
Here Bernardo Dovizi, 1470-1520, was bom, the secretary 
and friend of Giovanni de' Medici, who, when raised to the 
pontificate as Leo X., made him Cardinal Bibbiena. Raf- 
faelle painted the fine portrait of this Cardinal now in the 
Pitti Palace, and might, had he been willing, have married 
his niece. 

Forsyth recalls how Bibbiena has been 

' Long renowned for its chestnuts, which the peasants diy in a kUn, 
grind into a sweet flour, and then turn into bread, cakes, and polenta. 
Old Burchiello sports on the chestnuts of Bibbiena in these curious 
verses, which are more intelligible than the barber's usual strains : — 

" Ogni castagna in camicia e 'n pelliccia 
Scoppia, e solta pel caldo, e fa trictacche, 
Nasce in meizo del mondo in cioppa riccia ; 

Secca, lessa, e arsiccia 
Si da per fnitte a desinar e a cena ; 
Questi sono i confetti da Bibbiena."' 

Here we must leave our carriage, and engage horses for 
the ascent to La Vemia, or Alvernia. The convent occu- 
pies the summit of a mountain, which was bestowed upon 
S. Francis, in 1224, by the knight Orlando da Chiusi, who 
was moved thereto by the preaching of the saint in the 
castle of Montefeltro. ' I have a mountain,' said Orlando, ' in 
Tuscany, a devout and solitary place, called Mount Alvernia, 
far from the haunts of men, well fitted for him who would 
do penance for his sins, or desires to lead a solitary life ; 
this, if it please thee, I will fi-eely give to thee and thy 
companions for the welfare of ray soul.' S. Francis gladly 
accepted, but the monks who first took possession of the 
rocky plateau, and built cells there with the branches of 
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trees, had to have a guaid of fifty armed men to protect 
them from the wild beasts. 

Our path crosses the torrent Corselone, and then begins 
at once to ascend. The whole of the way is alive with the 
recollections of S. Francis, as given in the Fioretti, It was 
in the woods which we pass through that he vanquished 
demons in conflict, during his first ascent, while his com- 
panions, overwhelmed with fat^e, had fallen asleep in the 
shade. Then,— 

' Beatii^ his breast, he sought after Jesus, the beloved of his soul, 
and having found Him at last. Id the secret of his heart, now he spoke 
reverently to Him as his Loid, now he made answer to Him as his 
judge, now he besought Him as his father, now he conversed with 
Him as his friend. On (hat night and in that wood, his companions, 
awakii^ and listening to him, heard him with many tears and cries 
implore the Divine mercj on behalf of sinners.' 

Leaving the wood we enter upon the steeper and hotter 
part of the ascent, where — 

' The next morning his companions, knowing that he was too weak 
to walk, went to a poor labourer of the country, and prayed him, for 
the love of God, lo lend his ass to Brother Francis their &(her, for he 
was not able to travel on foot. Then that good man made ready the 
ass, and with great reverence caused S. Francis to mount Ihereon. And 
when they had gone forward a little, the peasant said to 5. Francis, 
" Tell me, art thou Brother Francis of Assisi ?" And S. Francis an- 
swered, "Yes." "Take heed, then," said the peasant, "that Ihou 
be in truth as good as all men account thee ; for many have great ^(h 
in thee, and Iherefote I admonish thee to be no other than what the 
people take Ihee for." And when S. Francis heard these words, he 
was not angry al beii^ thus admonished ty a peasant, bat instantly 
dismounting from the ass, he knelt down upon the ground before that 
poor man, and, kissing his feet, humbly thanked him for that his 
charitable admonition.' 

We skirt the stream, which the legend says issued forth 
from the hard rock by virtue of the prayers of S. Francis, 
and lastly, as we reach the green meadows below the 
convent, we see, upon the right, a group of old trees, 
shading some rocks and untouched by the axe, for — 

' As they drew near to Alvemia, it pleased S. Francis to rest a while 
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tmd«r an oak, which mty still be seen there, and &am thence he began 

to consider the position of the pl^e and the countiy. And while he 
was thus considering, behold there came a great laultilude of birds of 
divers r^ons, which, by singing and clapping their wings, testified 
great joy and gladness, and surrounded S. Francis in such wise that 
some perched on his shoulders, some on his aims, some on his bosom, 
and others at his feet, which when his companions and the peasant saw, 
they marvelled greatly ; but 5. Francis, being joyfiU of heart, said to 
him, " I believe, dearest brethren, that our Lord Jesus Christ is pleased 
that we should dwell on this solitary mount, inasmuch as our brothers 
and sisters, the birds, show such joy at oui coming." ' ' 



Approach to La Vejnia- 



From hence we see the conventual buildings most 

picturesquely grouped on the perpendicular rocks, which 

rise abruptly from the grass, and tracked by woods of pine 

■ and beech. Here it was that Brother Leo often imagined 

that— 

' He beheld S. Francis rapt in God and suspended above the earth, 
sometimes at the height of three feet above the ground, sometimes four, 
sometimes raised as high as the beech-trees, and sometimes so exalted 
in the air, and surrounded by so i^"'!'";; a glory, that he could scarce 
endure to look upon him.' 

I Madame George Sud declared hoKlf to taive the ame Hlniiadinily allnc- 
tiT« [«*er over an uinuli iii4uch rharatwrruwl S- Fiuidi. 

,l.^oot^lc 
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A rock-hewn path takes us to the arched gateway of 
the sanctuary, which has been greatly entailed at many 
different periods since its foundation by S. Francis in 1213, 
but which to Roman Catholics will ever be one of the 
most sacied spots in the world, from its connection with 
the saint, who always passed two months here in retreat, 
and who is here believed to have received the stigmata, by 
which he was more especially likened to the great Master 
whose example he was always following. 

' Nel cnido sasso, intra Teveie ed Amo, 
Da Cristo preae 1' ultimo s^iUo 
Che le sue membra du' anni portaitio.' 

Dante, Par. xi, 106, 

' II was here that S. Francis learned (he tongues of the beasts and 
birds, and preached them sermons. Stretched tor hoots motionless on 
the bare rocks, coloured like Ihem, and rough like them in his brown 
peasant's se^e, he prayed and meditated, saw the vision of Christ 
crucified, and planned Ws order lo regeoerale a vicious age. So still 
he lay, so long, so like a stone, so gentle were his eyes, so kind and 
low his voice, that the mice nibbled bread-crumtis from his wallet, 
liiatds ran over him, and larks sang to him in the air. Here, too, 
in those long solitary vigils, the Spirit of God came upon him, and the 
spirit of Nature was even as God's Spirit, and he sang ; " Laudato sia 
Dio mio Signore, con tutte le creature, spedalmeote messer lo frate 
sole ; per suot luna, e per le stelle ; per frate vento, e per I'aiia e 
nuvolo, e sereno, e t^ni tempo." Half the value of this hymn would 
be losl were we to forget how it was written, in what solitudes and 
mountains far Irom men, or to ticket it with some cold word like Pan- 
theism. Pantheism it is not, but an acknowledgment of that brother- 
hood, beneath the love of God, by which the sun and moon and stars, 
and wind and ait and cloud, and clearness and all weather, and all 
creatures, are bound together with the soul of man. 

' Here is a sentence of Imilatia which throws some light upon the 
hymn of S. Frands, by explaining the value of natural l>eauty for 
monks who spent their lives in studyir^ death. ' ' If thy heart were 
right, then would every creature be to thee a mirror of life and a book 
of holy doctrine. There is no creature so small and vile that does not 
show forth the goodness of God." With this sentence bound about 
their foreheads, walked Fra Angelico and S. Frands. To men like 
them the mountains, valleys, and the skies, and all that they con- 
tained, were full of deep significance. Though they reasoned "de 
eondifient humanae mistrial," and "dc cimltmpfu mundi," yet the 
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whole world was a pageant of God's glory, a poem to His goodness. 
Theii chastened senses, puie hearts, and simple wills were as wings by 
which they soared above (he things of eaclh, and sent the music of 
their souls alofl with every other crealuie in Ihe symphony of praise. 
To them, as to Blake, the sun was no mere blaibg disc or ball, but an 
innumerable company of the heavenly host, singing, "Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord God Almighty. " To them the winds were brothers, 
and the streams sisters — brethren in common dependence upon God 
their folher, brethren in common consecration to His service, brethren 
by blood, brethren by vows of holiness. Perfect faith rendered this 
world no puule; they overlooked the things of sense because the 
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spiritual things were ever present, and as clear as day. Vet they did 
not foiget that spiritual things are symbolised by things of sense ; and 
so the smallest herb of grass was vital to their tranquil contemplations. 
We, who have lost sight of the invisible world, who set our affections 
more on things of earth, fancy that because these monks despised the 
world, and did not write about its landscapes, therefore they were dead 
to its beauty. This is mere vanity : the motmtains, stars, seas, fields, 
and living things were only swallowed up in one thought of God, and 
made subordinate to the awfiilness of human destinies. We lo whom 
hills are hills, and seas are seas, and stars are ponderable quantities, 
speak, write, and reason of them as of objects interesting in themselves. 
The monks were less concerned about such things because they only 



found in them the veslibule» and symbols of a hidden tajAtTf.'—Com- 
hill Magnint, vol. xiv. 

La Vemia is one of the few great religious shrines which 
have not been confiscated by the avarice of the Sardinian 
Government. Fortunately it originally belonged to the 
Arte di Lana, who conceded it to the Grand-Dukes; they 
in their turn made it over to the Municipality of Florence, 
who have defended their property. Annually the repre- 
scntatives of the Municipality come in mediaeval fashion, 
plant their standard on the convent platform, and inspect 
the buildings and woods. A hundred and seven brown 
Franciscan monks still reside in the vast buildings. They 
all change their names when they 'enter into religion,' 
and take that of some saint to whom they especially devote 
themselves. On payment of the sum of loo frs. any 
peasant may become a Franciscan monk, with the prospect 
of eventually entering the priesthood. At La Vemia about 
115 frs, are required at the end of the novitiate for tttolo di 
vtstiario, or the expense of the habit Strangers are most 
hospitably received by the monks, and share with them 
the fare which they have, though it is of a most wretched 
description. They have no property whatever except the 
garden where their salad is raised, and the neighbouring 
bosca In the summer, when the air is always fresh on 
these mountain heights, and the woods resound with 
nightingales, their residence is pleasant enough, but it is 
terribly severe during the nine months of winter, and the 
cold is intolerable in their fireless cells. Eight hours of 
the twenty-four are passed in the church, one hour and a 
half being soon after midnight. Thrice in the week the 
monks kneel in the midnight around the marble slab where 
the stigmata were inflicted, and as the five lamps in 
memory of the five wounds of S. Francis are extinguished, 
they scourge themselves in the total darkness, and the 
clashing of the iron chains of their self-inflicted punishment 
mingles with the melancholy howl of the winds around the 
stone corridor. Twice in the twenty-four hours they join 
in a chanting procession down the long covered gallery on 



LA VBRNIA. 241 

the mountain edge in honour of the stigmata. During the 
remaining hours those monks who have to preach study 
for their sermons (the famous preacher Ferrara is a Fran- 
ciscan), Che doctors of the poor employ themselves in the 
sjxsieria, others perform the manual labour of the vast 
establishment They take little notice of the events of 
the outer world, and, as far as is apparent, seem contented 
with their monotonous lot. We asked some of them if 
they never felt tired of it--' Ah no; life is so short, but 
eternity so long.' Seeing the exquisite beauty of the bosco 
in spring, with its carpet of violets, primroses, daffodils, 
cyclamen, squills, saxifrage, and a thousand other flowers, 
we asked a monk if their loveliness was not a pleasure to 
him — 'Ma perchfe? non mi sono mai confuso con la 
botanica,' was the answer. 

Subsisting entirely on the alms of the surrounding farmers 
and contadini, the monks, after a fashion, pay back what 
they have received on the great festas when the pilgrimages 
to La Vernia take place. Then all the pilgrims, often to 
the number of 300, are received, and, if they require it, are 
fed ; not in guest-rooms, of which there are only twenty- 
four, these being generally required for ' person aggi,' but 
encampments are made for them in the bosco, or on the 
broad flagged terraces, upon which the brown figures of the 
monks — as they pace up and down and are relieved against 
the pale blue distance of the mountains — look as if the 
statues of S. Francis and S. Antonio had stepped from their 
niches and come back into life. 

' Je me senlais avec Dante en ce lieu tout plein de la m^moire des 
miracles de saint Francois, sui cet ipie rochei de I'Apennin, d'ou s'est 
r^pandu sur le monde I'ordre ^uneux qui a r^^ner^ le caCholicJsme du 
moyen Sge, et dont le po^e du catholicisme et du moj'en Sge a si 
magnifiquement exalt^ le fondateor. La foi du Xni° si^le ^tait encore 
\L Le frire Jean-Baptiste me conduisiC aux divers lieux t^moins des 
merveilles op^r^s fiar saint Francois. En me racontant ces merveilles, 
il semblail les voir. " C'est ici," disait-il, " que le miracle s'accomplit ; 
le saini ^tait lik oil je suis." Et, en pionon^ant ces paroles, la phy- 
sionomie, la voix, les gestes du frire Jean-Baptiste exprimaient une 
invincible certitude. II m'a monlr^ des rocheis fendus et bris^ par 
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quelque accident gfelogique, et m'a dit : " Voyei comme te sein de la 
tent a 4t4 d^hir6 dans ta nuit oil l« Christ est descendu aux enfers 
pour y chercher les Smes des justes morts avant sa venue 1 Comment 
enpliquer autrement ce d&otdte? Ceci, ce n'est pas moi qui vous le 
raconle ! vous le voyei de vos yeux, vous le voyei ! " 

'J'^coutais avec d'autanl plus d'btirft, que Dante fait allusion k la 
meme croyance. Pour passer dans le cerde des violents, il loi faut 
franchir un ^boulement de rochers auquel Vii^le, son guide, atlribue 
une semblable origine. 11 le rapporte de mSme lu tremblement qui 
agila I'alilme le jour oil le Christ descendil. Virgile dit exaclement k 
Dante ce que me disait le frfere Jean-Bapliste.' '—Am^ire. 

The principal Church contains several fine works of the 
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delta Robbia family, that of the Ascension being quite mag- 
nificent. The church opens upon the terraced platform 
where Orlando finally made over the mountain to the saint, 
and where, on their first arrival — 

' S. Francis caused his companions to si( down, and taught them the 
manner of life they were to keep, that they might live religiously in this 
solitude ; and, among other things, most earnestly did he enjoin on 
them the strict observance of holy poverty, saying, "Let nol Orlando's 
charitable offer cause you in any way to offend against our lady and 
mistress, holy Poverty." God has called us into this holy religion for 

1 Inf. liL 34. 
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the salvation of the world, and has made thb compact between (he 
world and us, that we should give it good example, and that it should 
provide for our necessities. Let us, then, persevere in holy poverty ; 
for it is the way of perfection, and the pledge of eternal riches.' 

Close by is the sile of the great beech-tree, which over- 
shadowed the first cell — iugurtWo — of S. Francis, a//t> e 
divoto alia orazione — in which he lived while the convent 
was building, and where he sought the guidance of God by 
making the sign of the cross over his Bible, and then open- 
ing it at a venture. Each time the book opened at the 
story of the passion of our Saviour, and hence he deduced 
that the remaining years of his life (for he was already in 
failing health) were to be as one long martyrdom, and that, 
in the words of his biographer Celano, ' through much 
anguish and many struggles he should enter the kingdom 
of God.' The stone altar is shown whither Christ descended 
to hold visible converse with his servant. Beneath this is a 
chaotic valley of rocks, rising in huge and fantastic pin- 
nacles against one another, and, according to the legend, 
riven and reft into these strange fonns at the time of the 
crucifixion. Over these rocks, fifty-three metres high, it is 
said that the Devil hurled S. Francis, and the hole is shown 
upon which he lodged, when ' the stone became as liquid 
wax to receive him.' In the inmost recesses of the deepest 
cleft is the secret caverned space, where, perpetually chant- 
ing the penitential Psalms, S. Francis passed the ' Lent of 
S. Michael.' One monk alone, Brother Leo, was permitted 
to approach him, once in the day with a little bread and 
water, and once at night, and, when he reached the narrow 
causeway at the entrance, was bidden lo say, 'Domine labia 
mea aperies ; ' when, if an answer came, he might enter the 
cell and repeat matins with his master ; but if there was 
silence he must forthwith depart. In a second cave, covered 
with iron to prevent its being carried away piecemeal by the 
feithful, is a great flat stone — '»'/ lelto dt San Francesco.' 
Outside is the point of rock where — 

' Through all that Lent, a falcon, whose nest was hard hy his cell, 
awakened S. Francis every n^ht a little before the hour of matins by 
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her cry and (he flapping of her wings, and would not leave him tilt he 
had risen to say matins ; and if at any time S. Francis was more sick 
than ordinary, or weak, or weary, that falcon, like a discreet and 
charitable Christian, would call him somewhat later than was her 
wont. And S. Francis took great delight in this clock of his, because 
the great cajrefutness of the falcon drove away all slothfulness, ajld 
summoned him to prayers; and, moreover, during (he day-time she 
would often abide fajailiaily with him.' 

In another chapel is shown the grave of all the monks 
of La Vemia who have died in ' the odour of sanctity,' that 
is, who have been distinguished by blue lights — corpse- 
candles — hovering over their dead bodies. In another is 
the ceil of S. Bonaventura, in another that of S. Antony 
of Padua, who came here into retreat, but was driven away 
by ill-health. The Chapel of the Stigmata contains one of 
the largest and grandest works of Andrea della Robbia — 
a Crucifixion, with the Virgin and S. John, S. Jerome and 
S. Francis, standing at the foot of the cross, surrounded by 
the most beautiful weeping and adoring angels. 

' The great church contains one of Andrea della Robbia's sweetest 
Nativities, li^ethei with an Annunciation very like Che lunette of the 
Spedale degli Innocent! ; in Ihe Chiesina we have a large relief of the 
Madonna giving the measure of the chapel to S. Bonaventura, dated 
i486 i while the Chapel of the Stigmata— the Holy of Holies— has a 
grand Crucifixion, the finest rendering of the subject in Delia Robbia 
art. The heads of the saints, S. John, S. Benedict, and others, at the 
foot of the cross, are unequalled in beauty of expression ; that of Francis 
himself, in its intensity of yearning, reminds us of S. Giovanni Gual- 
berto in Perugino's Vallombrosa altar-piece, and every shade of grief 
and wonder is displayed in the gestures and faces of the angels hiding 
Iheit eyes and clasping Iheit hands wildly tf^ether, as they hover round 
the dying Lord. Nowhere does Andrea better reveal the depths of 
feeling that lived in his gentle breast ; never before had terra-cotta 
been used to express passion so profound, or emotions of so varied 
and subtle a nature.' — Bril. Quart. Review, Oct. 1885. 

This chapel occupies that point in the desert where the 
story tells that — 

' S. Francis, being inflamed by the devout contemplation of (he 
Passion of Jesus Christ, beheld a seraph descending from heaven with 
six fiery and resplendent wings, bearing the image of (Dne crucified.' 
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And while S Francis marvelled much at such a stupendous 
vision, it was revealed to him that by Divine Providence 
this vision had been shown to him that he might understand 
that not by the martyrdom of his body, but by the con- 
suming fire of the soul, he was to be transformed into the 
express image of Christ 'Then did all the Mont' Alvernia 
appear wrapped in intense fire, which illuminated all the 
mountains and valleys around, as it were the sun shining in 
his strength upon the earth, whence the shepherds who were 
watching their flocks in that country were filled with fear, 
as they themselves afterwards told the brethren, affirming 
that this light had been visible on Mont' Alvernia for 
upwards of an hour, and because of the brightness of that 
light, which shone through the windows of the inn where 
they were resting, muleteers who were travelling in the 
Romagna arose in haste, supposing that the sun had risen, 
and saddled and loaded their beasts ; but as they journeyed 
on they saw that light disappear and the visible sun arise,' 

'In Ihis seraphic apparition, Christ spoke certain high and secret 
things to S. Francis, saying, ' ' Knowest thou what I have done lo Ihee ? 
I have given thee the stigmata which are the ensigns of my Passion, 
that thou mayest be my standard-bearer." And when the marvellous 
vision disappeared, upon the hands and feet of S. Francis, the print of 
the nails began immediately to appear, as he had seen ihem in the body 
of Christ crucified. In like manner, on the right side appeared the 
image of an unhealed wound, as if made by a lance, still red and bleed- 
ing, from which drops of blood often flowed and stained the tunic of 
S. Francis. Although these sacred wounds impressed upon him by 
Christ afterwards gave great joy to his heart, yet they caused unspeak- 
able pain to his body ; so that, being constrained by necessity, he made 
choice of Brother Leo, for his great purity and simplicity, and suffered 
him lo touch and dress his wounds on all days except during the lime 
from Thursday evening to Saturday morning, for then he would not by 
any human remedy mitiga.te the pain of Christ's Passion, which he bore 
in his body, because at that time our Saviour Jesus Christ was taken 
and crucified and died for us.' ' 

1 Ctlani, (he earlier bla^raphcr of S. Fnncis, wrote thre: yeais afier his dcalb, 

Eubjecl or Ite Stigmata. The 'Tliree Companions' did nol compose their narralLve 
umU twenty years after his death ; but Ihey were his constant companions during 
his lite, and two out of the three ate repotted la hare been witti hint on Mount 
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Another chapel contains an Assumption by one of the 
Robbias. The Madonna is portrayed as giving the mea- 
sure of this very chapel to S. Bonaventura, by whom it was 
built. The measure thus consecrated has never been 
altered, though an ante-chapel has been added, containing 
a Robbia Nativity and a Pieik. 

' The poor friars of La Vemia are more loved and respected by the 
people who feed them than any of the chartered orders. Obliged and 
obliging, they mix intimately with the peasants, as counsellors and 
comforters and friends. In hospitals, in prisons, and on the scaffold, 
in short wherever there is misery, you find Franciscans allaying it. 
Having nothing, yet possessing all things, they live in the apostolical 
slate.'— ^orjy/AfiSll). 

Most beautiful are the forest walks behind the convent, 
fragrant with the memories of holy Franciscan monks. 
' In these woods,' says Sir J. Stephen, ' S. Francis wandered 
in the society of Poverty, bis wedded wife ; relying for 
support on Him alone by whom the ravens are fed, and 
awakening the echoes of the mountains by his devout songs 
and fervent ejaculations,' Here, in the beech avenues, 
Brother James of Massa beheld in a vision all the Friars- 
Minor in the form of a tree, from whose branches the evil 
monks were shaken by storms into perdition, while the good 
monks were carried by the angels into life eternal Here 
the venerable Brother John of Fermo wandered, weeping 
and sighing in the restless search after divine love, till, when 
his patience was sufficiently tried, Christ the Blessed ap- 

' CoQlemponry wimosBS oE perfect truHtwDTthiness and high character believed 
in Ihe fact oT (he Stigmata, and vouch for it It i< aol an afterlhoughl, a pious b- 
ventioa for ch* use of a cannnising Pope, but (he evident belief of the lime, arising 
out of somcching in Ihe life of Francis which attracted the wonder and curioiityand 

with pufect iajtii bf his generation. It wu affimud and proclaimed authorilalivtl]' 

whether Ihe tale was false or true. One of <hem, indeed, Pope Alexander VI., 
Bonaventura tells us, publicly asserted Ihat he had himself seen the m^steriaas 
wounds. The evidence allDgetber is of a kind which it is almost equally difficult in 
accept or to reject. There is sufficient weight of testimony, when liilly considered, 
lo siagger the slouteil unbeliever ; and there is too much vagueness and geaeralily 
to make the most believing mind quite comfonaUe in its faiih.'— ^rr. Olipkml. 
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peared to him in the foiest-path, and, with many precious 
words, restored to him the gift of divine grace. And ' for 
a long lime afler, whenever Brother John followed the path 
in the forest where the blessed feet of Christ had passed, he 
saw the same wonderful' light and breathed the same sweet 
odour' which had come to him with the vision of his 
Saviour. From the highest part of the rock, called Za 
Penna, is the most gloripus view. In the depths of the 
gorges beneath, on one side rises the Arno, and on the 
other, in the mountain of La Falterona, is the source of the 
Tiber. 



Most travellers will follow the carriage-road from Bibbiena 
to Camaldoli. The direct path is a wild and most exhaust- 
ing ride of five hours. Descending between the beautiful 
moss-grown trees and steep rocks of Alvemia, the way 
(impossible without a guide) winds through woods to Sod, 
a flourishing village with manufactories of cloth. After this 
it is a stony road, ascending into arid and hideous earth- 
mountains. ■ Crossing the highest ridge, it descends rapidly 
into a deep valley backed by pire-woods, and fresh with 
streams and flowers, an oasis in a most dreary wilderness. 
Here, in the depth of the gorge, close to the torrent Giogana, 
is the immense mass of tiie Convent of Camaldoli, originally 
called Fonie Buona, which was founded by S. Romualdo, 
about A.D. 1000, and became the cradle of his order. 

The ancient buildings were strongly fortified, and success- 
fully withstood a siege by the Duke of Urbino and the Vene- 
tians in 1498, when forty of the assailants were killed and the 
Duke himself wounded. It was again successfully defended 
against the forces of Piero de' Medici, when he was attempt- 
ing to regain his lost power in Florence, by the abbot 
Basilio Nardi, who is introduced by Vasati in one of his 
battle-pieces in the Palazzo Vecchio. On this occasion, 
according to monkish legend, S. Romualdo visibly fought in 
defence of his foundation. The present edifice has little 
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interest, having been rebuilt under Vasart in 1523. The 
Fortiteria is now an excellent Hotel {Grande Albergo) be- 
longing to the proprietors of the Hotels del Arno and Gran 
Bretagna at Florence, and forms a delightful summer re- 
treat. From the Sola delP Accadetnta, ' where Christophorus 
Landinus, Lorenzo de' Medici, and Marsilius Ficinus held 
examinations,' there is a beautiful view down the forest-clad 
gorge. The fine library has been dispersed, and the only 
literary treasure remaining is a commentary on the earlier 
part of the Psalms, written by S, Romualdo in the eleventh 



century. The church contains some pictures by Vasari. 
The grave of a Bishop of Antwerp, who died here, a refugee 
from persecution, has the touching inscription : ' Hie jacet 
Cornelius Fran, de Nelli, Episc. Anverp., peccator et pere- 
grinus.' In the Cappella del Infer iiieria is a Christ in the 
Desert — a good work o{ Raffaellino del Garbo. The famous 
painter on glass, Guglielmo da Marcilla (1475-1537), be- 
queathed his property with his body to the monks of Camal- 
doli, The dependent buildings of the convent included a 
well-managed farm, a forge, carpenter's shop, a mill, and 
the stga or saw-mill which is worked by the torrent. The 
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charities of the monks of Camaldoli were proverbial; looo 
families of the Casentino depended on the convent for work 
or help. In addition to other alms, 600 loaves of bread were 
weekly prepared in the bakehouse for the destitute poor. 

The monks of Camaldoli follow the rules approved in 
1671 by Clement X. Their principal obsen'ances consist 
in psalm-singing, meditation, and the labour of their hands. 
They never meet at a common table except on the great 
feasts of the Church, and when the General Chapter is 
sitting. They never eat meat, and ihat which they call 
fasting is abstinence from eggs and anything cooked with 
butter, and on days which are not fast-days their portion 
is confined to three eggs, or six ounces of fresh or four of 
salt fish. Their dress is a white robe and scapulary, with 
a woollen girdle. The famous Cardinal Placido Zurla, and 
Mauro Cappellari — afterwards Pope Gregory XVI. — were 
Camaldolese monks. The painters Lorenzo Monaco and 
Giovanni degli Angeli also belonged to this order. 

About an hour's walk through the forest higher up the 
valley, on a grassy plateau, is a second convent, or rather 
little street of twenty-four hermitages, called // Sai^rci Eremo, 
which is interesting from its connection with the story of 
S. Romualdo, a member of the noble family of the Onesti 
of Ravenna, who was led to embrace the monastic life from 
the horror he experienced when present at a duel in which 
his father slew a near relation of his house. He first entered 
the monastery of S. Apollinare in Classe, where his austeri- 
ties soon made him odious to the more lukewarm monks, 
and caused him to retire into the deserts of Catalonia, 
where he was joined by many disciples. In 1009 he re- 
ceived, from the Counts of Maldoli, a gift of the lands upon 
which this, bis greatest monastery, was founded, and which 
has ever borne the name of Campo-Maldoli, Camaldoli. 
By the observances which be here added to the rule of 
S. Benedict, he gave birth to the new order of Camaldoli, 
which united a cenobite and an eremite life. At the Sacro 
Eremo he saw in a vision his monks mounring in white 
robes by a ladder to heaven, and so changed the habit from 
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black to white.^ The first inhabitants of the hermitages 
were the five chosen companions of S. Romualdo — Dagnino, 
Benedetto, Gisso, Teuzzone, and Pietro. 

' The whole hennitage is enclosed within a wall ; none aie allowed 
to go out of it ; but the hermits may walk in the woods and alleys 
within the enclosure at discretion. 

' Eveiything is sent them from the monosteiy in the valley ; the 
food is every day brought to each ceU ; and all are supplied with wood 
and necessaries, that they may have no dissipation or hindrance in their 
contemplation. Many hours of the day are allotted to particular exer- 
cises, and no rain or snow prevents any one from meeting in the church 
to assist at the divine office. They are obliged to strict silence in all 
public common places; and eveiywhete daring their Lents, also on 
Sundays, Holy days, Fridays, and other days of abstinence, and always 
from complin till suorise the next day. 

' For a seveier solitude, S. Romualdo added a third kind of life, 
that of a recluse. After a. holy life in the hermitage, the superior grants 
leave to any that ask it, and seem called by God, lo live for ever shut 
up in their cells, never speaking to any one but to the superior when he 
visits them, and to the brother who brings them necessaries. Their 
prayers and austerities are doubled and their fasts more severe and 
more frequent. S, Romualdo condemned himself to this kind of life 
for several years ; and fervent imitations have never since failed in 
this solitude.' — Altait Buller. 

The Sacro Eremo or Sani' Ermo^ is mentioned by Dante, 
apropos of the death of Buonconte di Montefeltro, slain on 
the banks of Archiano, a torrent which flows into the Arno, 
and has its source near Camaldoli : — 

' Che sovra 1' Ermo nasce in Apennino.* — Purg. v. 96. 

One of the highest points of the ridge of the Prato a 
Soglio is that called Poggio a S^aii, which, as Ariosto says — 

' Scopre il mar Schiavo e 'I Tosco 
Dal gic^o, onde a Camaldoli si viene.'' 

The view is certainly one of the finest in this part of 

> Thii vision it ihe subitcl of the famous all»r.pLeM of AndrH Saschi, painted 
for tlie chnicli of iIh Cainaldal»i al Rome, and dov in the Vaticin gallery. 

s The name of the famoui Castle of S. Elmo at Naples ii ■ coimptioo of Sanl' 
Ermo, and not that of a local saipl, as is often sapposcd. 

> OHamk, iv. 



Italy. Schellfeis declares that the houses of Forli, Cesena, 
and lUvenaa are visible from hence. 

' Dante a certainemenl gravi le sommet de la Falterona ; c'est sur 
Ce sommet, d'ou I'on embiasse toute la valine de I'Amo, qu'il faut liie 
la singuliire implication que le poite a prononcfe centre cette vallee 
lout entitle. 11 suit le cours du fieiive, et, en avanfant, il marque tons 
les lieux qu'il rencontre d'une invective aidente. Plus il marche, plus 
sa haine redouble de violence et d'ipreli. C'est un morceau de topo- 
giaphie S3,tirique dont je ne connais aucun autre exemple.' — Amflre. 

Hence we may 

The Amo from his birthplace in Ihe clouds. 
So near the yellow Tiber's — springing up 
From his four fountains on the Apennine, 
That mountain -ridge a sea-mark to the ships 
Sailing on either sea. Downward he runs. 
Scattering ftesh verdure through the desolate wild, 
Down by the City of (he Hermits, and the woods 
That only echo to the choral hymn ; 
Then through these gardens to the Tuscan sea. 
Reflecting castles, convents, villages. 
And those great rivals in an elder day, 
Florence and Pisa. ' — Jiogtrs' Italy. 

It is a most savage ride (or rather walk, for the path in 
places is most precipitous) of four hours from Caraaldoli to 
Pratovecchio, The road to Pontassieve ascends by the fine 
old castle of Romena, where the poet visited his friend the 
Ghibelline chieftain, Count Alessandro da Romena. It is 
mentioned by Dante in the words of Maestro Adamo the 
coiner : — 

' Ivi k Romena, li dov' io talsai 

La lega su^ellata del Batista, 

Perch' io il corpo suso arso lasciai.' — Inf. xxx, 73. 

Near this is the church where Landino, the first com- 
mentator of Dante, is shown as a mummiiied saint. Lovers 
of Dante will certainly seek for the Jvnte Branda, a thread 
of water falling into a stone basin in a brick wall, which 
naturally, and not the fountain of Siena, is that alluded to 
by Maestro Adamo when, amid the torments of hell, he says 



that he would rather see his tempters brought to the same 
suffering than be refreshed by the clear waters of his home. 

' Per Fonte Branda non darei la vista.' 

Hence we look down upon the whole valley of the 
Casentino, and— 

' Li ruscelletti, che de' veidi colli 

Del Casentin discendon giuso in Amo, 

Facendo i lor canali e freddi e molli.' — Inf. xxx. 64. 

Another castle in this neighbourhood, Porciano, was 
visited by Dante, who thence addressed a letter upbraiding 
the Florentines for resisting the Emperor — 'Scritla in Tos- 
cana sotto la fonte d'Amo, 11 Avrile, 1311.' 

The drive from Pontassieve to Florence has much beauty, 
and skirts the windings of the Arno, lying in the low bed 
which Dante calls 

' La maladelta e sventiirata fossa,' 

It must have been from this road that Michelangelo, . 
as he rode away to Rome for the building of S. Peter's, 
turned round, and, beholding the dome of the cathedral in 
the grey of the morning, exclaimed, " Come te non voglio, 
meglio di te non posso." 
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